
AUSTRALIA 
 

CRC OPTIONAL PROTOCOL (ARMED CONFLICT) 

 

RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS 

(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification, 

accession or succession) 

 

Declaration: 

 

"The Australian Defence Force (ADF) shall continue to observe a minimum voluntary recruitment 

age of 17 years. 

 

Pursuant to Article 3 (5) of the Optional Protocol, age limitations do not apply to military schools. A 

list of authorised establishments, both military and civilian (including those used to train 

apprentices), to which this age exemption applies is held by the Service Director-General Career 

Management. Age limitations also do not apply to cadet schemes, members of which are not 

recruited into, and are therefore not members of, the ADF. 

 

Persons wishing to join the ADF must present an original certified copy of their birth certificate to 

their recruiting officer. Before their enlistment or appointment, all ADF applicants who are less than 

18 years of age must present the written informed consent of their parents or guardians. 

 

All applicants wishing to join the ADF must be fully informed of the nature of their future duties and 

responsibilities. Recruiting officers must be satisfied that an application for membership by a person 

less than 18 years of age is made on a genuinely voluntary basis." 

 

 




