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Upon signature: 
 
Reservation: 
 
The Colombian Government considers that, while the minimum age of 15 years for taking part in 
armed conflicts, set forth in article 38 of the Convention, is the outcome of serious negotiations 
which reflect various legal, political and cultural systems in the world, it would have been 
preferable to fix that age at 18 years in accordance with the principles and norms prevailing in 
various regions and countries, Colombia among them, for which reason the Colombian 
Government, for the purpose of article 38 of the Convention, shall construe the age in question to 
be 18 years. 
 
Upon ratification: 
 
Reservation: 
 
The Government of Colombia, pursuant to article 2, paragraph 1 (d) of the Convention, declares 
that for the purposes of article 38, paragraphs 2 and 3, of the Convention, the age referred to in 
said paragraphs shall be understood to be 18 years, given the fact that, under Colombian law, the 
minimum age for recruitment into the armed forces of personnel called for military service is 18 
years. 
 


