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FINLAND 

 

CRC OPTIONAL PROTOCOL (SALE OF CHILDREN) 

 

OBJECTIONS MADE TO OTHER STATES PARTIES RESERVATIONS AND 

DECLARATIONS 

(Ed. note: for the text targeted by the following objections, see the Reservations and Declarations of 

the State which is the subject of the objection) 

 

Note 

 

With regard to the reservation made by Qatar upon accession, the Secretary-General received the 

following communication on the date indicated hereinafter: 

... 

Finland (10 March 2003): 

 

"The Government of Finland has carefully examined the contents of the reservation made by the 

Government of Qatar to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the 

Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography. 

 

The Government of Finland notes that the reservation made by Qatar which consists of a general 

reference to religious law without specifying its contents does not clearly define the extent to which 

Qatar commits itself to the Protocol and therefore creates serious doubts as to its commitment to 

fulfil its obligations under the Protocol. Such a reservation is subject to the general principle of treaty 

interpretation according to which a party may not invoke the provisions of its domestic law as 

justification for a failure to perform its treaty obligations. 

 

The Government of Finland also notes that the reservation of Qatar, being of too general a nature, 

raises doubts as to the full commitment of Qatar to the object and purpose of the Protocol, and 

wishes to recall that, according to the customary international law as codified in the Vienna 

Convention on the Law of the Treaties, a reservation incompatible with the object and purpose of the 

Convention shall not be permitted. 

 

The Government of Finland therefore objects to the reservation made by the Government of Qatar to 

the Protocol."  

(Note 7, Chapter IV.11.c, Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General) 

 




