FRANCE
CERD
RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS

(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification,
accession or succession)

With regard to article 4, France wishes to make it clear that it interprets the reference made
therein to the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and to the rights set forth
in article 5 of the Convention as releasing the States Parties from the obligation to enact
anti-discrimination legislation which is incompatible with the freedoms of opinion and
expression and of peaceful assembly and association guaranteed by those texts.

With regard to article 6, France declares that the question of remedy through tribunals is, as far
as France is concerned, governed by the rules of ordinary law.

With regard to article 15, France's accession to the Convention may not be interpreted as
implying any change in its position regarding the resolution mentioned in that provision.

Note

In a communication received subsequently, the Government of France indicated that the first
paragraph of the declaration did not purport to limit the obligations under the Convention in
respect of the French Government, but only to record the latter's interpretation of article 4 of the
Convention.

(Note 21, Chapter 1V.2,Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General)

OBJECTIONS MADE TO OTHER STATES PARTIES RESERVATIONS AND
DECLARATIONS

(Ed. note: for the text targeted by the following objections, see the Reservations and
Declarations of the State which is the subject of the objection)

15 May 1984

The Government of the French Republic, which does not recognize the coalition government of
Democratic Cambodia, declares that the instrument of ratification by the coalition government of
Democratic Cambodia of the [International] Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination, opened for signature at New York on 7 March 1966, is without effect.
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20 September 1989

With regard to reservations made by Yemen concerning article 5 (c) and article 5 (d) (iv), (vi)
and (vii):

France considers that the reservations made by the Yemen Arab Republic to the International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination are not valid as being
incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention.

Such objection is not an obstacle to the entry into force of the said Convention between France
and the Yemen Arab Republic.
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25 April 2003
With regard to the declaration made by Thailand upon accession:

The Government of the Republic of France has examined the interpretative declaration made by
the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand upon accession to the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination of 7 March 1966. The Government of the
Republic of France considers that, by making the interpretation and implementation of the
provisions of the Convention subject to respect for the Constitution and legislation of the
Kingdom of Thailand, the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand is making a reservation of
such a general and indeterminate scope that it is not possible to ascertain which changes to
obligations under the Convention it is intended to introduce. Consequently, the Government of
France considers that this reservation as formulated could make the provisions of the Convention
completely ineffective. For these reasons, the Government objects to this interpretative
declaration, which it considers to be a reservation likely to be incompatible with the object and
purpose of the Convention.

Note

See note 1 under “Germany” regarding Berlin (West) in the “Historical Information” section in
the front matter of [the electronic version on the website of the Multilateral Treaties Deposited
with the Secretary-General; http://treaties.un.org/pages/Historicalinfo.aspx.  For text in
Bayefsky.com, see Germany, CERD, Reservations and Declarations, note 10].

(Note 10, Chapter 1V.2, Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General)




DECLARATION RE: ARTICLE 14

16 August 1982

[The Government of the French Republic declares], in accordance with article 14 of the
International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination opened for
signature on 7 March 1966, [that it] recognizes the competence of the Committee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination to receive and consider communications from individuals
or groups of individuals within French jurisdiction that either by reason of acts or omissions,
events or deeds occurring after 15 August 1982, or by reason of a decision concerning the acts or
omissions, events or deeds after the said date, would complain of being victims of a violation, by
the French Republic, of one of the rights mentioned in the Convention.



