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OBJECTIONS MADE TO OTHER STATES PARTIES RESERVATIONS AND
DECLARATIONS
(Ed. note: for the text targeted by the following objections, see the Reservations and Declarations
of the State which is the subject of the objection)

11 October 2004

With regard to the declarations made by Turkey upon ratification:

"The Government of Greece has examined the declarations made by the Republic of Turkey upon
ratifying the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

The Republic of Turkey declares that it will implement the provisions of the Covenant only to the
States with which it has diplomatic relations.

In the view of the Government of Greece, this declaration in fact amounts to a reservation. This
reservation is incompatible with the principle that inter-State reciprocity has no place in the context
of human rights treaties, which concern the endowment of individuals with rights. It is therefore
contrary to the object and purpose of the Covenant.

The Republic of Turkey furthermore declares that the Covenant is ratified exclusively with regard
to the national territory where the Constitution and the legal and administrative order of the Republic
of Turkey are applied.

In the view of the Government of Greece, this declaration in fact amounts to a reservation. This
reservation is incompatible with the obligation of a State Party to respect and ensure the rights laid
down in the Covenant to anyone within the power or effective control of that State Party, even if not
situated within the territory of such State Party. Accordingly, this reservation is contrary to the
object and purpose of the Covenant.

For these reasons, the Government of Greece objects to the aforesaid reservations made by the
Republic of Turkey to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

This objection shall not preclude the entry into force of the Covenant between the Hellenic Republic
and the Republic of Turkey. The Covenant, therefore, enters into force between the two States
without the Republic of Turkey benefiting from these reservations." 
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