HOLY SEE
CRC
RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS

(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification,
accession or succession)

Reservations:

"a) [The Holy See] interprets the phrase ‘Family planning education and services’ in article 24.2,
to mean only those methods of family planning which it considers morally acceptable, that is, the
natural methods of family planning.

b) [The Holy See] interprets the articles of the Convention in a way which safeguards the primary
and inalienable rights of parents, in particular insofar as these rights concern education (articles 13
and 28), religion (article 14), association with others (article 15) and privacy (article 16).

c¢) [The Holy See declares] that the application of the Convention be compatible in practice with the
particular nature of the Vatican City State and of the sources of its objective law (art. 1, Law of 7
June 1929, n. 11) and, in consideration of its limited extent, with its legislation in the matters of
citizenship, access and residence."

Declaration:

"The Holy See regards the present Convention as a proper and laudable instrument aimed at
protecting the rights and interests of children, who are 'that precious treasure given to each
generation as a challenge to its wisdom and humanity' (Pope John Paul II, 26 April 1984).

The Holy See recognizes that the Convention represents an enactment of principles previously
adopted by the United Nations, and once effective as a ratified instrument, will safeguard the rights
of the child before as well as after birth, as expressly affirmed in the "Declaration of the Rights of
the Child' [Res. 136 (XIV)] and restated in the ninth preambular paragraph of the Convention. The
Holy See remains confident that the ninth preambular paragraph will serve as the perspective
through which the rest of the Convention will be interpreted, in conformity with article 31 of the
Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties of 23 May 1969.

By acceding to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Holy See intends to give renewed
expression to its constant concern for the well-being of children and families. In consideration of
its singular nature and position, the Holy See, in acceding to this Convention, does not intend to
prescind in any way from its specific mission which is of a religious and moral character."



