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Declaration:

In accordance with article 3, paragraph 2, of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights
of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict, the Government of the Republic of
Mali declares that the minimum age for voluntary recruitment into the national armed forces is 18
years of age or older. No boy or girl under 18 years of age may be recruited or be allowed to be
recruited, even on a voluntary basis, or be enrolled as a member of the national armed forces.

The Government of Mali is fully committed to this declaration and pledges to impose on anyone who
violates such provision a penalty commensurate with the seriousness of the offence as provided for
under its criminal law. 

Children who are unlawfully recruited into the armed forces may, depending on their individual
circumstances, receive support for their economic and social rehabilitation and reintegration.


