
NEW ZEALAND

CRC OPTIONAL PROTOCOL (ARMED CONFLICT)

RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS
(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification,
accession or succession)

Declaration:

"The Government of New Zealand declares that the minimum age at which New Zealand will permit
voluntary recruitment into its national armed forces shall be 17 years. The Government of New
Zealand further declares that the safeguards which it has adopted to ensure that such recruitment is
not forced or coerced include the following:

(a) Defence Force recruitment procedures requiring that persons responsible for recruitment ensure
that such recruitment is genuinely voluntary;

(b) legislative requirements that the consent of parent or guardian is obtained for enlistment where
such consent is necessary under NZ law. The parent or guardian must also acknowledge that the
person enlisting will be liable for active service after reaching the age of 18 years;

(c) a detailed and informative enlistment process, which ensures that all persons are fully informed
of the duties involved in military service prior to taking an oath of allegiance; and

(d) a recruiting procedure, which requires enlistees to produce their birth certificate as reliable proof
of age."

TERRITORIAL APPLICATION

Note

With the following territorial exclusion:

"... consistent with the constitutional status of Tokelau and taking into account the commitment of
the Government of New Zealand to the development of self-government for Tokelau through an act
of self-determination under the Charter of the United Nations, this acceptance shall not extend to
Tokelau unless and until a Declaration to this effect is lodged by the Government of New Zealand
with the Depositary on the basis of appropriate consultation with that territory."
(Note 2, Chapter IV.11b, Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General)


	Page 1

