UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND

CRC OPTIONAL PROTOCOL (ARMED CONFLICT)

RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS
(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification,
accession or succession)

Declaration made upon signature and confirmed upon ratification:

"The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland will take all feasible measures to ensure
that members of its armed forces who have not attained the age of 18 years do not take a direct part
in hostilities.

The United Kingdom understands that article 1 of the Optional Protocol would not exclude the
deployment of members of its armed forces under the age of 18 to take a direct part in hostilities

where: -

(a) there is a genuine military need to deploy their unit or ship to an area in which hostilities are
taking place; and

(b) by reason of the nature and urgency of the situation:-
(1) it is not practicable to withdraw such persons before deployment; or
(i1) to do so would undermine the operational effectiveness of their ship or unit, and thereby
put at risk the successful completion of the military mission and/or the safety of other
personnel."
Upon ratification:
Declaration:
"...in accordance with Article 3, paragraph 2, of the Optional Protocol:
- The minimum age at which individuals may join the UK Armed Forces is 16 years. This minimum
broadly reflects the minimum statutory school leaving age in the United Kingdom, that is the age at
which young persons may first be permitted to cease full-time education and enter the full-time
employment market. Parental consent is required in all cases of recruitment under the age of 18

years.

The United Kingdom maintains the following safeguards in respect of voluntary recruitment into the
armed forces:



1. The United Kingdom Armed Forces are manned solely by volunteers; there is no compulsory
recruitment.

2. A declaration of age, backed by an authoritative, objective proof (typically the production of an
authentic birth certificate) is an integral and early requirement in the recruitment process. Should an
individual volunteering to enter the United Kingdom Armed Forces be found either by their own
declaration or by inspection of supporting evidence of age to be under 18 years of age, special
procedures are adopted. These procedures include:

- the involvement of the parent(s) or legal guardian(s) of the potential recruits:

- clear and precise explanation of the nature of duties involved in military service to the both the
individual and their parent(s)/guardian(s); and

- as well as explaining the demands of military life to the individual volunteer and establishing that
he/she remains a genuine volunteer, the requirement that the parent(s) or guardian(s), having been
similarly informed, freely consent to the individual's entry into the Armed Forces and duly
countersign the appropriate application or other appropriate recruitment process forms.

OBJECTIONS MADE TO OTHER STATES PARTIES RESERVATIONS AND
DECLARATIONS

(Ed. note: for the text targeted by the following objections, see the Reservations and Declarations of
the State which is the subject of the objection)

17 August 2005
With regard to the reservation made by Oman upon accession:

"The Government of the United Kingdom have examined the second and third reservations made by
the Government of the Sultanate of Oman to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights
of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict (New York, 25 May 2000) on 17
September 2004 in respect of Islamic and domestic law and of limits imposed by the material
resources available.

The Government of the United Kingdom consider that Oman's reservations do not clearly define for
the other States Parties to the Convention the extent to which the reserving State has accepted the
obligations of the Convention. The Government of the United Kingdom therefore object to the
aforesaid reservations made by the Government of Oman.

This objection shall not preclude the entry into force of the Convention between the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and Oman. "








