UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

CERD

RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS
(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification,
accession or succession)

Upon signature:

"The Constitution of the United States contains provisions for the protection of individual rights,
such as the right of free speech, and nothing in the Convention shall be deemed to require or to
authorize legislation or other action by the United States of America incompatible with the
provisions of the Constitution of the United States of America."”

Upon ratification:
"l. The Senate's advice and consent is subject to the following reservations:

(1) That the Constitution and laws of the United States contain extensive protections of
individual freedom of speech, expression and association. Accordingly, the United States does
not accept any obligation under this Convention, in particular under articles 4 and 7, to restrict
those rights, through the adoption of legislation or any other measures, to the extent that they are
protected by the Constitution and laws of the United States.

(2) That the Constitution and laws of the United States establish extensive protections against
discrimination, reaching significant areas of non-governmental activity. Individual privacy and
freedom from governmental interference in private conduct, however, are also recognized as
among the fundamental values which shape our free and democratic society. The United States
understands that the identification of the rights protected under the Convention by reference in
article 1 to fields of “public life' reflects a similar distinction between spheres of public conduct
that are customarily the subject of governmental regulation, and spheres of private conduct that
are not. To the extent, however, that the Convention calls for a broader regulation of private
conduct, the United States does not accept any obligation under this Convention to enact
legislation or take other measures under paragraph (1) of article 2, subparagraphs (1) (c) and (d)
of article 2, article 3 and article 5 with respect to private conduct except as mandated by the
Constitution and laws of the United States.

(3) That with reference to article 22 of the Convention, before any dispute to which the United
States is a party may be submitted to the jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice under
this article, the specific consent of the United States is required in each case.

I1. The Senate's advice and consent is subject to the following understanding, which shall apply
to the obligations of the United States under this Convention:
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That the United States understands that this Convention shall be implemented by the Federal
Government to the extent that it exercises jurisdiction over the matters covered therein, and
otherwise by the state and local governments. To the extent that state and local governments
exercise jurisdiction over such matters, the Federal Government shall, as necessary, take
appropriate measures to ensure the fulfilment of this Convention.

I11. The Senate's advice and consent is subject to the following declaration:
That the United States declares that the provisions of the Convention are not self-executing."

OBJECTIONS MADE TO OTHER STATES PARTIES RESERVATIONS AND
DECLARATIONS

Note

See note 1 under “Germany” regarding Berlin (West) in the “Historical Information” section in
the front matter of [the electronic version on the website of the Multilateral Treaties Deposited
with the Secretary-General; http://treaties.un.org/pages/Historicalinfo.aspx.  For text in
bayefsky.com, see Germany, CERD, Reservations and Declarations, note 10].

(Note 10, Chapter 1V.2, Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General)




