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Letter of transmittal

20 April 1999
Sir,
| have the honour to refer to article 21 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women, according to which the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women, established pursuant to the Convention, “shall, through the

Economic and Social Council, report annually to the General Assembly of the United Nations
on its activities”.

The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women held its twentieth
session from 19 January to 5 February 1999 at United Nations Headquarters. It adopted its
report on the session at its 424th meeting, on 5 Febrii@®®. The report of the Conittee
is herewith submitted to you for transmission to the General Assembly at its fifty-fourth
session.

(Signed AidaGonzalez Martinez
Chairperson
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women

His Excellency Mr. KofiAnnan
Secretary-General of the United Nations

New York
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Chapter | expertise in women’s health in preparing this general
Matters brought to the attention of ~ "écommendation.
States parties 4.  The Committee notes the emphasis that other United

Nations instruments place on the right to health and to the
conditions that enable good health to be achieved. Among
such instruments are the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, the Convention on the Rights of the Child
Elimination of All Forms of and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination against Women — Discrimination.

women and health 5. The Committee refers also to its earlier general
recommendations on female circumcision, human
1. The Committee on the Elimination of Discriminatiorimmunodeficiency  virus/acquired immunodeficiency
against Women, affirming that access to health care, includisgndrome (HIV/AIDS), disabled women, violence against
reproductive health, is a basic rigimider the Convention on women and equality in family relations, all of which refer to
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination againstissues that are integral to full compliance with article 12 of
Women, decided at its twentieth session, pursuant to artithkee Convention.
21, to elaborate a general recommendation on article 126of
the Convention. '

A. General recommendation 24
(twentieth session)

Article 12 of the Convention on the

While biological differences between women and men
may lead to differences in health status, there are societal
factors that are determinative of the health status of women
and men and can vary among women themselves. For that
2. States parties’ compliance with article 12 of theeason, special attention should be given to the health needs
Convention is central to the health and well-being of womeand rights of women belonging to vulnerable and

It requires States to eliminate discrimination against womelisadvantaged groups, such as migrant women, refugee and
in their access to health-care services throughout the lifdernally displaced women, the girl child and older women,
cycle, particularly in the areas of family planning, pregnanayomen in prostitution, indigenous women and women with
and confinement and during the post-natal period. Thehysical or mental disabilities.

examination of reports submitted by States parties pursugnt  tha Committee notes that the full realization of

to article 18 of the Convention demonstrates that womens; men's right to health can be achieved only when States
health is an issue that is recognized as a central concern)iyies fyfil their obligation to respect, protect and promote
promoting the health and well-being of women. For thg,,men's fundamental human right to nutritional well-being
benefit of States parties and those who have a particult o ghout their lifespan by means of a food supply that is
interest in and concern with the issues surrounding Womenisee nytritious and adapted to local conditions. To this end,
health, the present general recommendation seeks to elaboggiges parties should take steps to facilitate physical and
the Committee’s understanding of article 12 and to addregsynomic access to productive resources, especially for rural

measures to eliminate discrimination in order to realize ﬂWomen and to otherwise ensure that the special nutritional
right of women to the highest attainable standard of healtfoo s c;f all women within their jurisdiction are met.

Background

3. Recent United Nations world conferences have also
considered these objectives. In preparing this general
recommendation, the Committee has taken into aCCOLgn
relevant programmes of action adopted at United Nations
world conferences and, in particular, those of the 1993 World 1.

Article 12
Article 12 reads as follows:

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures

Conference on Human Rights, the 1994 International
Conference on Population and Development and the 1995
Fourth World Conference on Women. The Committee has
also noted the work of the World Health Organization

(WHO), the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and

other United Nations bodies. It has collaborated with a large
number of non-governmental organizations with a special

to eliminate discrimination against women in the field
of health care in order to ensure, on a basis of equality
of men and women, access to health-care services,
including those related to family planning.

“2.  Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1
of this article, States Parties shall ensure to women
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appropriate services in connection with pregnancy, (a) Biological factors that differ for women in
confinement and the post-natal period, granting free services comparison with men, such as their menstrual cycle, their
where necessary, as well as adequate nutrition during reproductive function and menopause. Another example is
pregnancy and lactation.” the higher risk of exposure to sexually transmitted diseases

States parties are encouraged to address the issue of Womg‘H’;\gwomen face;

health throughout the woman'’s lifespan. For the purposes of (b) Sooieetc factors that vary for women in

the present general recommendation, therefore, “women” general and some groups of women in particular. For
includes girls and adolescents. The general recommendation example, unequal power relationships between women and
will set out the Committee’s analysis of the key elements of men in the home and workplace may negatively affect

article 12. women'’s nutrition and health. They may also be exposed to
different forms of violence which can affect their health. Girl
Key elements children and adolescent girls are often vulnerable to sexual

. abuse by older men and family members, placing them at risk
Article 12 (1) : .

_ ' - of physical and psychological harm and unwanted and early
9.  States parties are in the best position to report on theegnancy. Some cultural or traditional practices such as

most critical health issues affecting women in that countrigmale genital mutilation also carry a high risk of death and
Therefore, in order to enable the Committee to evaluaggsability;
whether measures to eliminate discrimination against women .
. . . . (c) Psychosocial factors that vary between women
in the field of health care are appropriate, States parties must . o
. N - and men include depression in general and post-partum
report on their health legislation, plans and policies for . . .
. . . depression in particular as well as other psychological
women with reliable data disaggregated by sex on the ™ .~ . .
o . ) o conditions, such as those that lead to eating disorders such as
incidence and severity of diseases and conditions hazardous = . o
) iy R gnorexia and bulimia;
to women'’s health and nutrition and on the availability an
cost-effectiveness of preventive and curative measures. (d) While lack of respect for the confidentiality of
Reports to the Committee must demonstrate that heajtatients will affect both men and women, it may deter women
legislation, plans and policies are based on scientific afi®m seeking advice and treatment and thereby adversely
ethical research and assessment of the health status and naéels their health and well-being. Women will be less willing,
of women in that country and take into account any ethnitgr that reason, to seek medical care for diseases of the genital
regional or community variations or practices based dract, for contraception or for incomplete abortion and in

religion, tradition or culture. cases where they have suffered sexual or physical violence.

10. States parties are encouraged to include in their repck® The duty of States parties to ensure, on a basis of
information on diseases, health conditions and conditiorguality of men and women, access to health-care services,
hazardous to health that affect women or certain groupsioformation and education implies an obligation to respect,
women differently from men, as well as information orprotect and fulfil women’s rights to health care. States parties
possible intervention in this regard. have the responsibility to ensure that legislation and executive
11. Measures to eliminate discrimination against Womear(ftiOn and policy comply with these hree obligations. They

) . ) ; must also put in place a system that ensures effective judicial
are considered to be inappropriate if a health-care system[. . . . . .
ion. Failure to do so will constitute a violation of article

lacks services to prevent, detect and treat illnesses specafc
to women. It is discriminatory for a State party to refuse to™"

provide legally for the performance of certain reproductivé4. The obligation to respect rights requires States parties
health services for women. For instance, if health servi¢erefrain from obstructing action taken by women in pursuit
providers refuse to perform such services based ofitheir health goals. States parties should report on how
conscientious objection, measures should be introducedptablic and private health-care providers meet their duties to
ensure that women are referred to alternative heal@spect women’s rights to have access to health care. For
providers. example, States parties should not restrict women’s access
opealth services or to the clinics that provide those services

. . N (
12. States parties should report on their understanding 0 o
P P go H[tr:e ground that women do not have the authorization of

how policies and measures on health care address the heﬁn o
. . , s ands, partners, parents or health authorities, because they
rights of women from the perspective of women’s needs an

interests and how it addresses distinctive features and factors
that differ for women in comparison to men, such as:



A/54/38/Rev.1

are unmarrietl or because they are women. Other barriersto evidence that States are relinquishing these obligations as
women'’s access to appropriate health care include laws that theytransfer State health functions to private agencies. States
criminalize medical procedures only needed by women and parties cannot absolve themselves of responsibility in these
that punish women who undergo those procedures. areas by delegating or transferring these powers to private

15. The obligation to protect rights relating to women'Sector agencies. States parties should therefore report on what

health requires States parties, their agents and officials to t&RSV have dohne to }?rg?‘r,"zhe got\)/ﬁrnmental processes a(ljnd all
action to prevent and impose sanctions for violations ofrigh%ruCtures tdroug whic p,u hIC :Or?w_ﬁ: IS Exezg',sel ;o
by private persons and organizations. Since gender-ba?éfimote and protect women's health. They should include

violence is a critical health issue for women, States partiggorma’nor) on positive measures taken ta curb y|olat|ons of
should ensure: women’s rights by third parties and to protect their health and

the measures they have taken to ensure the provision of such
(a) The enactment and effective enforcement of lawgvices.

and the formulation of policies, including health-care hei FHIVI doth I itted
protocols and hospital procedures to address violence agai %t The issues of HIV/IAIDS and other sexually transmitte

women and sexual abuse of girl children and the provision g!rseases are central to the rights O_f women and ac.iolescent
appropriate health services: girls to sexual health. Adolescent girls and women in many

countries lack adequate access to information and services

(b) Gender-sensitive training to enable health-cafRscessary to ensure sexual health. As a consequence of
workers to detect and manage the health consequenceg,ngum power relations based on gender, women and

gender-based violence; adolescent girls are often unable to refuse sex or insist on safe
(c) Fair and protective procedures for hearingnd responsible sex practices. Harmful traditional practices,
complaints and imposing appropriate sanctions on health-c&tch as female genital mutilation, polygamy, as well as

professionals guilty of sexual abuse of women patients; marital rape, may also expose girls and women to the risk of
. contracting HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted

(d) . The enactment and effegtwe enforcement of Ia. seases. Women in prostitution are also particularly
tha}t prohibit female genital mutilation and marriage of 9 ulnerable to these diseases. States parties should ensure,
children. without prejudice or discrimination, the right to sexual health
16. States parties should ensure that adequate proteciifarmation, education and services for all women and girls,
and health services, including trauma treatment ametluding those who have been trafficked, even if they are not
counselling, are provided for women in especially difficultegally resident in the country. In particular, States parties
circumstances, such as those trapped in situations of armns¢duld ensure the rights of female and male adolescents to
conflict and women refugees. sexual and reproductive health education by properly trained

17. The duty to fulfil rights places an obligation on StateRersonnel in specially designed programmes that respect their

parties to take appropriate legislative, judicial, administrativ89ht to privacy and confidentiality.

budgetary, economic and other measures to the maximd®. In their reports, States parties should identify the test
extent of their available resources to ensure that womeg which they assess whether women have access to health
realize their rights to health care. Studies such as those tbate on a basis of equality of men and women in order to
emphasize the high maternal mortality and morbidity ratelemonstrate compliance with article 12. In applying these
worldwide and the large numbers of couples who would likeests, States parties should bear in mind the provisions of
to limit their family size but lack access to or do not use argrticle 1 of the Convention. Reporthauld therefore include
form of contraception provide an important indication focomments on the impact that health policies, procedures, laws
States parties of possible breaches of their duties to ensurel protocols have on women when compared with men.

WOTen St accesstto hea}!tht(:tf;l]re. 'rl;he Cgmmltttee :st St 85 Women have the right to be fully informed, by properly
par IFT‘tS do rfepor or,1 Vnr? Itﬁy' avet. olne oha _tregs &ined personnel, of their options in agreeing to treatment or
magnitude otwomen's i-heafth, in particutar wnen | arlse?esearch, including likely benefits and potential adverse

from preventable conditions, such as tuberculosis a%gf . .
. S ._effects of proposed procedures and available alternatives.
HIV/AIDS. The Committee is concerned about the growing prop P

21. States parties should report on measures taken to
eliminate barriers that women face in access to health-care

! seeOfficial Records of the General Assembly, Forty-ninth S,erv;ces sncfjfwzai)rlneasures they hﬁve ta_ken to en,sure, W?nc]en
Session, Supplement No. @849/38), chap. I, sect. A, tlmeyan affordable aggess to suc §erylces. Barriers include
General recommendation 21, para. 29. requwements or conditions that prerdICG women’s access,

5
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such as high fees for health-care services, the requirement for 26. Reports should also include what measures States
preliminary authorization by spouse, parent or hospital parties have taken to ensure women appropriate services in
authorities, distance from health fities and the absence of connection with pregnancy, confinement and the post-natal
convenient and affordable public transport. period. Information on the rates at which these measures have
Eet%uced maternal mortality and morbidity in their countries,
general, and in vulnerable groups, regions and
munities, in particular, should also be included.

22. States parties should also report on measures take
ensure access to quality health-care services, for example,I
making them acceptable to women. Acceptable services &
those that are delivered in a way that ensures thatawoman 27. States parties should include in their reports how they
gives her fully informed consent, respects her dignity, supply free services where necessary to ensure safe
guarantees her confidentiality and is sensitive to her needs and pregnancies, childbirth and post-partum periods for women.
perspectives. States parties should not permit forms of Many women are at risk of death or disability from
coercion, such as non-consensual sterilization, mandatory pregnancy-related causes because they lack the funds to
testing for sexually transmitted diseases or mandatory obtaiocass theecessary services, which include ante-
pregnancy testing as a condition of employment that violate natal, maternity and post-natal services. The Committee notes
women'’s rights to informed consent and dignity. thatitis the duty of States parties to ensure women'’s right to

23. In their reports, States parties should state wh%ﬁfe motherhood and emergency obstetric services and they

measures they have taken to ensure timely access to the ratige ld allocate to these services the maximum extent of
of services that are related to family planning, in particulaf’,vaulable resources.

and to sexual and reproductive health in general. Particular . . )

attention should be paid to the health education of Otherrelevantarticles in the Convention
adolescents, including information and counselling on &l8. When reporting on measures taken to comply with
methods of family planning. article 12, States parties are urged to recognize its
24 The Committee is concerned about the conditions ferconnection with other articles in the Convention that have

health-care services for older women, not only becau@dearing on women’s health. Those articles include article
women often live longer than men and are more likely thah (P), Which requires States parties to ensure that family
men to suffer from disabling and degenerative chrongducationincludes a proper understanding of maternity as a
diseases, such as osteoporosis and dementia, but becausepil function; article 10, which requires States parties to
often have the responsibility for their ageing spouse§NSUre equal access to education, thus enabling women to
Therefore, States parties should take appropriate meas#6<eSs health care more readily and reducing female student
to ensure the access of older women to health services tH5P-0ut rates, which are often a result of premature

address the handicaps and disabilities associated with agefi§onancy; article 10 (h), which requires that States parties
provide to women and girls access to specific educational

25. Women with disabilities, of all ages, often have,formation to help ensure the health and well-being of
difficulty with physical access to health services. Women with pijies, including information and advice on family planning:
mental disabilities are particularly vulnerable, while there igicle 11 which is concerned. in part, with the protection of
limited understanding, in general, of the broad range of riskg,men's health and safety in working conditions, including
to mental health to which women are disproportionately,e safeguarding of the reproductive function, special
susceptible as a re.sult.of geqder discrimination, V'OlenFﬁrotection from harmful types of work during pregnancy and
poverty, armed conflict, dislocation and other forms of socigliih the provision of paid maternity leave: article 14
deprivation. States parties should take appropriate measwesagraph 2 (b), which requires States parties to ensure
to ensure that health services are sensitive to the needs @fass for rural women to adequate health-cartitias
women with disabilities and are respectful of their huma,c|yding information, counselling and services in family
rights and dignity. planning, and (h), which obliges States parties to take all
. appropriate measures to ensure adequate living conditions,
Article 12 (2) particularly housing, sanitation, electricity and water supply,
transport and communications, all of which are critical for the
prevention of disease and the promotion of good health care;
; . o _ and article 16, paragraph 1 (e), which requires States parties
inter alia, gender equality, violence, prevention of sexually to ensure that women have the same rights as men to decide
transmitted diseases and reproductive and sexual health - g ) .
rights. freely and responsibly on the number and spacing of their

2 Health education for adolescents should further address,
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children and to have access to the information, education and
means to enable them to exercise those rights. Article 16
paragraph 2 proscribes the betrothal and marriage of children,
an important factor in preventing the physical and emotional
harm which arise from early childbirth.

Decisions

Decision 20/1
Non-governmental organizations

Recommendations for government action
Recalling its decisions 18/l and 18/1l, adopted at its

29'. Sltates parties should lmplt'an;lentl r? r(l:omptr]ehenr?'é{f:ghteenth session, the Committee on the Elimination of
F:\t|ona St_ﬁ:?gyt[ﬁ .prolmc?telwomens. eat' t raougbouéth‘?ﬁriscrimination against Women decided that representatives
itespan. This will include |n'tervent|ons aimec 'at otht Bf national and international non-governmental organizations
prevention and treatment of diseases and conditions aﬁectag&uld be invited to provideauntry-specific information on

women, as well as responding to violence against women, tes parties whose reports are before the Committee in an

will ensure universal access for all women to a full range %f : :
ormal meeting of the Working Group of the Whole.
high-quality and affordable health care, including sexual and g g P

reproductive health services.

30. States parties should allocate adequate budgeteﬁhapter [

human and administrative resources to ensure that women'’s Organizationa| and other matters
health receives a share of the overall health budget
comparable with that for men’s health, taking into accountA

their different health needs. States parties to the Convention on the

Elimination of All Forms of
31. States parties should also, in particular: Discrimination against Women

(a) Place a gender perspective at the centre of all
policies and programmes affecting women’s health arid  On5 February 1999, the closing date of the twentieth
should hvolve women in the planning, implementation andession of the Committee on the Elimination of
monitoring of such policies and programmes and in thiscrimination against Women, there were 163 States parties
provision of health services to women; to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
(b) Ensure the removal of all barriers to Women,g)iscrimination aga.ins.t Women,. which was adopted by the
Oqsieneral Assembly in its resolution 34/180 of 18 December

access to health services, education and informati X S o
including in the area of sexual and reproductive health, anjoi?79 and opened for signature, raiification and accession in

in particular, allocate resources for programmes directed'\é‘f’w Yorkin March 1980. In accordance with article 27, the

adolescents for the prevention and treatment of sexuaﬁ')‘?nvem'on entered into force on 3 Septemb@81.
transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS; 2. Alist of States parties to the Convention is contained

(c) Prioritize the prevention of unwanted pregnanciyc' annex . A list of States parties which have accepted the

through family planning and sex education and redu@é“nendment to article 20 (1) of the Convention is contained

maternal mortality rates through safe motherhood services dA@Nex Il-

prenatal assistance. When possible, legislation criminalizing

abortion should be amended, in order to W|thdravv_ pu.n|t|veB. Opening of the session
measures imposed on women who undergo abortion;

(d)  Monitor the provision of health servicestowomen The Committee held its twentieth session at United
by public, non-governmental and private organizations, {gations Headquarters from 19 January to 5 February 1999.
ensure equal access and quality of care; The Committee held 21 plenary meeting©4th-424th), and

(e) Require all health services to be consistent wiits working groups held 16 meetings. A list of the documents
the human rights of women, including the rights to autonomiefore the Committee is contained in annex IIl, section A.

privacy, confidentiality, informed consent and choice; 4. The session was opened by the Chairperson of the
(f) Ensure that the training curricula of healtfcommittee, Salma Khan (Bangladesh), who had been elected

workers includes Comprehensive’ mandatory, gend@tthe sixteenth session of the Committee in Janﬂlﬁgﬂ

sensitive courses on women’s health and human rights, in

particular gender-based violence.
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5. Speaking on behalf of the Secretary-General, the (UNIFEM), International Women’s Rights Action Watch and
Deputy Director of the Division for the Advancement of Save the Children, the Division organized an expert
Women welcomed the members of the Committee to the consultation on violence in families, which was attended by
twentieth session and congratulated the five new Committee several members of the Committee. The consultation was
members who had been elected at the tenth meeting of States  followed by a half-day dialogue among several members of
parties in February 1998 and the four members who had been thei@eenan the Elimination of Discrimination against
re-elected at that meeting. Women and the Committee on the Rights of the Child, during
General and Special Advis\gpich proposed joint strategies to address family violence

6. The Assistant Secretary-
y te addressed.

to the Secretary-General on Gender Issues and Advancem®h
of Women also welcomed members of the Committee, 11. The Special Adviser informed the Committee that in its
including the newly elected members, and congratulated those resolution 53/118 of 9 Det@d#¢he General Assembly

who had been elected by the Committee as its officers. She had urged States to aatifyd® to the @vention as soon

said that the twentieth session was taking place at the as possible. The Assembly emphasized the importance of full
beginning of the year during which the twentieth anniversary compliance by States parties with their obligations under the
of the adoption of the Convention would occur, angigested ©nvention, urged States parties to withdraw or limit any

that the Committee might wish to reflect on ways to reservations they had lodged to the Convention and invited
commemorate that important anniversary. She added that States parties to give due consideration to the statement
1999 also marked the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the regarding reservations to the Convention adopted by the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. Committee to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal

7. The Special Adviser indicated that several of thlgeclaration of Human Rights. The Assembly commended the

activities of the Division for the Advancement of Womerf:Ommlttee on its efforts 1o co.ntnbute fo the effectwe
since the nineteenth session had contributed to the grOWbeDIementatlon of the Copventlon ano! for reduglng the
visibility of the Convention and the Committee. Thos&?aCklog of reports, including through improved '”t.em"?"
included the preparation of a study analysing what the vario[ps,ethOd!5 of work. IF encouraged strength(_aned coordlnatlgn
treaty bodies had done and should do to integrate a gentF\'\,’ee_n the Commlttge and other hur'nf':m rights treaty bodies
perspective into their work, which included recommendceltior"fg1d invited the Committee to draw up joint general comments

aimed at increasing cooperation between the Committee é/Hin other treaty bodies, within their respective mandates, on
other treaty bodies the universality, indivisibility, interdependence and

interrelatedness of human rights.
8. From 29 September to 2 October 1998, the Division,

in collaboration with WHO, UNFPA, the Commonwealt 2. The Special Adviser informed the Committee that in

Secretariat and the Tunisian Ministry of Women and Famil ’(_acemberl998 Djibouti had becpme the one hundred sixty-
convened an expert group meeting in Tunisia on women a d State party to the Convention. She noted that although

health. In addition to forming part of the preparations for th; € number of States parties to the Convention was gratifying,

forty-third session of the Commission on the Status Hpaginative strategies and concerted efforts were required to
8ach the target of universal ratification B§00 established

Women, which would consider the critical area of women a .
M the Beijing Platform for Action of the Fourth World

health, the conclusions of the meeting were relevant to t ; Wi In th 4. she indi dth
Committee’s ongoing work on its general recommendatio onierence on women. in that regard, she in icate t.at at
their tenth meeting, the persons chairing the human rights

on women and health. .

_ treaty bodies had recommended the development of a
9. On behalf of the Inter-Agency Committee on WomeBomprehensive action programme to promote universal
and Gender Equality, the Division organized a workshop Q@tification of the six core human rights treaties.
a rights-based approach to women’s advancement and

empowerment and gender equality. An important focus of the

workshop, which sought to review and clarify the rights-basedC. Attendance

approach to gender equality and its implications for policy

and operations by bilateral and multilateral entities, was the.  All members of the Committee attended the twentieth
value of the Convention as a tool for rights-basegession, with the exception of Carlota Bustelo, Silvia
programming. Cartwright and Kongit Sinegiorgis. Anne Lise Ryel attended

10.  With the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)from 25 January to 3 February 1999héua Ouedraogo
the United Nations Development Fund for Womedttended from 19 to 29 January 1999; Rosario Manalo
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attended from 19 January to 2 February 1999; and Mavivi 6. Consideration of the reportistedtoy States
Myakayaka-Manzini attended from 19 January to 2 February parties under article 18 afriier@ion on the
1999. Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination

14. Alist ofthe members of the Committee, indicating their against Women.

terms of office, is contained in annex IV. 7. Implementation of article 21 of the Convention
on the Elimination of Al Forms of

Discrimination against Women.

D. Solemn declaration 8. Ways and means of expediting the work of the

: . . . Committee.
15. Atthe opening of the twentieth session, before assuming

their functions, the newly elected members, Charlotte Abaka 9.  Provisional agenda for the twenty-first session.
(Ghana), Ivanka Corti (Italy), Feng Cui (China), Naela Gabr  10.  Adoption of the report of the Committee on its
(Egypt), Savitri Goonesekere (Sri Lanka), Rosalyn Hazelle twentieth session.

(Saint Kitts and Nevis), Rosario Manalo (Philippines),

Mavivi Myakayaka-Manzini (South Africa), Zelmira

Regazzoli (Argentina), Carmel Shalev (Israel) and ChikakaG. Report of the pre-session working group

Taya (Japan), made the solemn declaration as provided for

under rule 10 of the rules of procedure of the Committee.18, The Committee had decided, at its ninth sesdion, to
convene a pre-session working group for five days before
each session to prepare lists of issues and questions relating
to periodic reports that would be considered by the

Committee at the session.
16. At its 404th meeting, on 19 January 1999, the

Committee elected the following officers for a term of twolg' The following four members, representing different

years (1999-2000) bycclamation, in accordance with articleregi_c,)nal groups, participated in the working group: Emna
19 of the Convention and rules 13 and 14 of the Cottea'’s Aouij (Africa), Ivanka Corti (Europe), Yolanda Ferrer Gomez
rules of procedure: Aida Gonzalez Martinez (Mexico)(Latin America and the Caribbean) and Salma Khan (Asia and

Chairperson; Yung-Chung Kim (Republic of Korea), Ahou};\he Pacific).
Ouedraogo (Burkina Faso) and Hanna Beate Schom@. The working group prepared lists of issues and

Schilling (Germany), Vice-Chairpersons; and Ayse Feridguestions relating to the reports of four States parties, namely
Acar (Turkey), Rapporteur. China, Colombia, Greece and Thailand.

21. At the 404th meeting, on 19 January 1999, the
Chairperson of the pre-session working group introduced the
report of the group (CEDAW/C/1999/I/CRP.1 and Add.1-4).

E. Election of officers

F. Adoption of the agenda and organization
of work

17. The Committee considered the provisional agenda anj|. Composition and organization of work of
organization of work (CEDAW/C/1999/I/1) at its 404th the working groups

meeting, on 19 January 1999. The agenda as adopted was as

follows: 22. At its 404th meeting, on 19 January 1999, the

1. Opening of the session. Committee agreed on the composition of its two standing
h\gorking groups: Working Group [, to consider ways and
means of expediting the work of the Committee, and Working
Group I, to consider ways and means of implementing article
3.  Election of officers. 21 of the Convention.

Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.

2. Solemn declaration by the new members of t
Committee.

Report of the Chairperson on the activities
undertaken between the nineteenth and twentieth 3 seeofficial Records of the General Assembly, Forty-fifth

sessions of the Committee. Session, Supplement No. 88d corrigendum (A/45/38 and
Corr.1), paras. 28-31.
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23. Working Group | was composed of the following stating that they had joined the human rights treaty body
members of the Committee: Ayse Feride Acar, Emna Aouij, responsible for promoting and defending the rights of half of
Ivanka Corti, Feng Cui, Yolanda Ferrer Gomez, Salma Khan, humanity.

Yung-Chung Kim, Carmel Shalev, Chikako Taya, Hann§7l

. . ) Ms. Khan indicated that during the inter-sessional
Beate Schopp-Schilling and Zelmira Regazzoli.

period, she had sought to maintain regular contact with the
24. Working Group Il was composed of the following experts, and that had facilitated her work and contributed to
members of the Committee: Charlotte Abaka, Rosalyn the achievement of their common goals.

Hazelle, Naela Gabr, Savitri Goonesekere, Rosario Manabcél

- . In regard to her activities between the nineteenth and
Mavivi Myakayaka-Manzini and Ahoua Ouedraogo.

twentieth sessions of the Committee, Ms. Khan reported that

25. The specific issues addressed by Working Groups | and she had attended several South Asian regional meetings to
Il were the following: commemorate the 1995 Fourth World Conference on Women,
including a meeting held at Kathmandu, which had sought to

velop a regional strategy for implementation of the Beijing

session working group, including the number of issues aﬁI X 4 . .
questions, analysis provided by the Secretariat aregt;cr);m for Action and to identify challenges and gaps in that

implications of new timing; receipt of reports by experts;
relationship between the Committee and other United Nations 29. Ms. Khan indicated that she had participated in a
agencies; matters raised at the tenth meeting of the commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal
chairpersons of human rights treaty bodies; universal Declaration of Human Rights in Paris from 14 to 16
ratification; focused periodic reports; comments of the September 1998. Her statement at that event highlighted the
Committee on the preliminary statement of Alain Pellet, fact that the Declaration had established the equal rights of
Rapporteur of the International Law Commission, on womenand men, a principle elaborated in the Convention on
reservations; gender perspectives in the work of the United the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Nations treaty bodies; input into the work of the expert Women.

m'em.be.r _Of the Subcpmmiss?on on Preventiop %IO. Reporting on her attendance at the Third Committee of
Dlscrlmlngtlon and Protection Qf Minorities on reservat|9p§he General Assembly at its fifty-third session, Ms. Khan
the Committee’s report on the implementation of the BeulnHoted that several Governments had commended the work of
PIatform fpr Action prepared for the forty-third ses_sion of th'f’ne Committee and its efforts to reinforce the implementation
Commission on the Status of Women; the Committee’s rUIﬁ?echanisms of the Convention. Several had welcomed the

of procedure; reports to be considered at the twenty'f'r%fevelopment of an optional protocol and the statement on

twenty-second and twenty-third sessions of the Committq%servations adopted at the nineteenth session of the
and the role of non-governmental organizations;

Committee as a contribution to the fiftieth anniversary of the
(b) Working Group Il . Draft general Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
recommendation on article 12; the Committee’s long-ter Ms. Khan underlined the Committee’s growing links

prolglrarnrr}e ofgvorcli with regard t%ginegal reconjm(?ndac;uorr}ﬁith specialized agencies and other bodies of the United

pu |<?|ty or t_ e Committee an t. e Convention; an NRiations and drew attention to the efforts of the United Nations

twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the Convention. High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mary Robinson, to
develop a partnership between her office and the Committee.

(a) Working Group | . Working methods of the pre-

Chapter Il In this regard, Ms. Khan noted that the High Commissioner
P . had sought inputs from the Committee prior to her recent
Report of the Chairperson on the mission to China and that Mrs. Robinson had provided her

activities undertaken between the with a detailed account of her mission, highlighting progress

nineteenth and twentieth sessions of achieved and challenges in a letter dated 3 Decemh88.
the Committee 32. Ms. Khan reminded the Committee that 18 December

1999 would mark the twentieth anniversary of the adoption
of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of

26. Salma Khan, the outgoing Chairperson of the. "~~~ ~™. . )

. going P 8|scr|m|nat|0n against Women, while 20 November 1999
Committee, welcomed all the Committee members to the . .
. . . ould mark the tenth anniversary of the Convention on the
twentieth session. She extended her congratulations to {he . . .
: / |Sghts of the Child. She noted that those anniversaries would

new members elected at the tenth meeting of States parties; . Iy ; .
provide opportunities to emphasize the importance of

10
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international normative instruments in the establishment of respectto these and future studies. Ms. Abaka noted that the
full and equal rights for women and girl children. chairpersons had taken note of the Committee’s statement on

33. Ms. Khan noted that although the majority of Membd£Servations with appreciation.

States had subscribed to the Convention, the goal of universal 37. Ms. Abaka indicated that the chairpersons had
ratification set by the Beijing Platform for Action had yetto emphasized the importance of the work of the thematic

be reached. On behalf of the Committee, she had writtento rapporteurs and the need for close collaboration between
those countries that had not yet ratified or acceded to the them and the treaty bodies. She noted that she had expressed
Convention, while the Assistant Secretary-General and the Committee’s disappointment that it had not benefited from
Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Gender Issues the expertise of the Special Rapporteur on Violence against
and Advancement of Women had also written to the Women and had reiterated this during the chairpersons’
Administrator of the United Nations Development meeting with the United Nations High Commissioner for
Programme (UNDP), requesting him to encourage Human Rights.

Governments to ratify or accede to thertvention. Ms. Khan 38. The chairpersons had stressed the importance of

indicated that she had'also requested a nqmbgr of n?ﬂfblicityfor the work of the human rights treaty bodies, and
governmental organizations to encourage ratification. Ase"i‘nphasized that concluding comments and observations and
result of those efforts, several States, including Djibouti, ha&aneral recommendations, as well as other outputs of the
accepted the Convention. treaty bodies, should be made widely known at the national,

34. Inconcluding her remarks, Ms. Khan outlined progress regional and subregional levels by the United Nations
in the Committee’'s work during the two years of her information offices. In addition, they stressed that regional
chairpersonship. She noted that there had been a steady human rights commissions should also be made aware of the
increase in ratification and accession and that the Committee  work of treaty bodies.

was now meeting twice yearly. It had reviewed the reports of

35 States parties over the period, and positive steps towards

de jure equality of women had been made. Some Stat@hapter Y

parties had modified or withdrawn their reservations tothe  Consideration of reports submitted

Convention, and significant progress had been made in the : -
elaboration of an optional complaints mechanism to the by States parties under article 18 of

Convention. Working relationships had been established with ~ the Convention

specialized agencies and other bodies of the United Nations

system, as well as non-governmental organizations. ShA. Introduction

indicated, however, that still more progress was required

before women would achieve de facto equality with men. M89. At its twentieth session, the Committee considered the
Khan thanked the members of the Committee for their supp@gports of seven States parties submitted under article 18 of
during her chairpersonship and paid particular tribute to thige Convention: three initial reports; two combined second
outgoing bureau member. She congratulated Aida Gonzatgyd third periodic reports; one third and fourth periodic
Martinez, the incoming Chairperson, and the other membegsorts: and one fourth periodic report.

of the bureau on their election, and wished them well in thejlr0

As decided at its thirteenth session, in 1994, the
future work.

Committee prepared concluding comments on each report
35. Inthe light of her participation in the commemoratiogonsidered. The Committee’s concluding comments on the
of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration Ofeports of States parties, as prepared by the members of the
Human Rights in Paris from 14 to 16 September 1998, Meommittee, and a summary of the introductory presentation
Khan had requested Ms. Abaka to attend the tenth meetig the representatives of the States parties are provided
of persons chairing human rights treaty bodies. below.

36. In her report to the Committee, Ms. Abaka indicated
that the chairpersons had expressed appreciation for the work
of the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities, particularly with regard to
reservations to human rights treaties and affirmative action.
The chairpersons recommended that the expertise of treaty
bodies should be drawn upon by the Subcommission with

11
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B. Consideration of reports of States parties 45. The representative recalled that Algerian women had

already played an active role in the struggle for independence,
1. Initial reports but stereotypical attitudes, exacerbated by illiteracy, were
obstacles to achievement of equality with men. A great
number of political parties and non-governmental
organizations had emerged since the introduction of a
pluralist democracy in 1984, butidamentalist movements
and terrorism threatened advances made, particularly where
women were concerned.

Algeria

41. The Committee considered thetial report of Algeria
(CEDAW/C/DZA/1 and Corr.1 and Add.1) at its 40640 7th
and 412th meetings, on 21 and 26 Janua®p9 (see

CEDAWI/C/SR.406, 407 and 412). 46. The representative pointed out that education, which
was free, had been decisive in women’s emancipation,
(a) Introduction by the State party providing access to employment, medical and social services

. . ) and breaking down stereotypical attitudes and social
42. Inintroducing the report, the representative OfAlge”@bstacles Certain sectors of employment were now

underlined that his@untry had submitted its initial report yominated by women, including the magistrature, education
only two years after its accession to the Convention, despgﬁd health

the current difficult situation it was facing. That was an

indication of the sincere commitment of the Government tb7-  The representative noted that domestic violence against
human rights and to the advancement of women. women was considered a severe crime by the Constitution and

. . rgq(jnal code. Many non-governmental organizations also
43. The. repr;asentatlve no':eq tzat Algeria’s sef(io isted to assist battered women. Several initiatives had been
Constitution  of 1976, proclaimed 13 years aftefy,,qon 1o care for victims of rape and abduction, including

independence, gqargnteed for th? f'rSF time eque}llty befo(fgntres to treat women and children traumatized by terrorist
the law. The Constitution df989, revised in 1996, relnforcedViolence

principles of universal human rights, such as freedom of

speech and free elections. Article 123 also confirmed th8- The representative informed the Committee that
primacy of all international treaties ratified by Algeria oveProgress had been achieved with regard to equality itipal
national law, a decision confirmed by the Constitutiongnd public life at the national level, although only a few
Council on 20 Aigust1998. All civil, penal, administrative Women had reached decision-making positions. Many women
and commercial codes conformed to the Constitution and té€re active, including in leadership positions, in political
principles of equality between men and women. Howevdtarties, unions and non-governmental organizations. The
despite the rapid progress with regardiojureequality, de reform of voting procedures in 1995, which limited voting by

facto equality had not been achieveecause of stereotypical Proxy to exceptional situations, returned the right to vote to
attitudes that existed in society. many women whose guardian or husband had customarily

voted on their behalf.
44. A number of measures had been taken by public

authorities as part of the overall policy on women, if9- The economic crisis affecting Algeria sint@86 had
particular after the Fourth World Conference on Womefkesulted in a decline in jobs and had had a negative impact on
(Beijing, 1995). A permanent conitree had been establishedhe employment of women. Women's participation in the
under the auspices of the Ministry of National Solidarity and@bour force was low and informal work at home was
Family; and to strengthen the national mechanisms for tHcreasing. However, the representative noted that under the
advancement of women, a secretariat of State upgraded @-4rent social security system women received specific
Ministry and headed by a woman Minister acted as a fochenefits related to maternity and retirement, including 14
point for the advancement of women. The Council for thweeks of maternity leave at full pay.

Preservation and'Promotion of the Fgmily and the Nationgh. Family planning services were an integral part of the
Women's Council were created in996 and 1997 health programme and had expanded since 1974. Today 99
respectively, to ensure the coherence of all policies for thgr cent of women were aware of methods of family planning,

advancement of women. As part of the implementation of thgd the fertility rate, in particular among the younger age
Beijing Platform for Action, Algeria had adopted a nationagroups, had been significantly reduced.

action plan and recently presented a report on the m i’

actions undertaken since the Fourth World Conference g\n' .In concluglmg his presen'tanc.)n, the representthe of
Women. lgeria emphasized that the ratification of the Convention on

the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against

12
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Women had to be viewed in the context of the political will 58. The Committee notes with satisfaction that the

to encourage the gradual emancipation of women. Accession ratification of the Convention has had a positive impact on the
to the Convention had raised a debate in the country and lives of Algerian women and Algerian society. Institutional
although accession was accompanied by reservations, it measures, including the establishment of a National Women'’s
should be seen as a step towards social and normativeundi, a Council for the Preservation and Promotion of the
developments leading to withdrawal of the reservations. In  Family and a ministerial department responsible for national
particular, as a result of the accession to the Convention, the solidarity and the family, have also been taken by the
Family Code of 1984 was currently being revised and Government. This department, which is headed by a woman,
suggested amendments, which could result in removal of isthe focal point for aiti@stivndertaken in the areas of
reservations, had emerged, as a result both of claims by the advancement of women and family affairs. The Committee

women'’s groups and of the evolution of Algerian society. notes that the Government is also considering legal measures,
including the amendment of the Family Code.
(b) Concluding comments of the Committee 59. The Committee welcomes the efforts of the Algerian

Introduction women’s non-governmental organizations in raising public

52. The Committee congratulates the Government F5_1)¥vareness and fostering the interest of the Government and

. : L egislators in women'’s issues. The invaluable contribution

Algeria on the excellent presentation of its initial report , N

S . L o o0f women’s non-governmental organizations to the
which is in accordance with the Conittee’s guidelines. The laboration of the Familv Code is also commended
fact that the Government of Algeria submitted its initial reporFf y '
only two years after it acceded to the Convention ar@0. The Committee notes with satisfaction that Algerian
notwithstanding the difficult circumstances the country igbour legislation contains specific provisions relating to
experiencing, testifies to its political will to improve thematernity leave and breastfeeding breaks that protect women
status of women and its interest in their emancipation.  from discrimination because of their parental respoitisids.

53. The Committee congratulates the Government for thd. The Committee recognizes the steps taken by the State
high level and large size of its delegation, headed by tip&rty with respect to victims of terrorist violence through
Permanent Representative to the United Nations, whiphovision of treatment centres for victims, the establishment
established a constructive, open and sincere dialogue wifta national intersectoral programme to address the needs of
members of the Committee, and in its oral presentation gafe®se traumatized by terrorist violence, as well as the
additional specific and objective information as well aprovision of compensation for the beneficiaries of victims
statistical data enabling the Committee to understand tWéo have died, for persons who have suffered bodily and
de jureand de facto situation of Algerian women. material injuries and for victims of accidents occurring within

. . T t]he context of terrorist violence. The Committee also notes
54. The Committee expresses its solidarity with the strugg[ﬁae work of community organizations in providing

of Algerian women against all forms of fundamentalism and . . I
terrorism. Notwithstanding the extreme violence they ha\PesychoIoglcaI and ather assistance for such victims.
endured, they have managed, with the help of a very acti¢@. The Committee welcomes the elimination of proxy votes
community organization, to put respect for the rights ofhich had enabled a husband to vote in place of his wife.

women and revision of the Family Code high on the nationgh  The committee noted with satisfaction that women have

political agenda. access withoude jurediscrimination to public and political
Positive aspects life and are well represented in these spheres. It notes with

. - satisfaction the large number of women at all levels of the
55. The Committee welcomes the willingness of the .~ )

. ) . udiciary, and that more than a quarter of the judges are
Government of Algeria to review reservations to th

Convention in the light of the evolution of Algerian societywomen'

: . : . 64. The Committee notes with satisfaction that the
56. The Committee notes with satisfaction that 11896 o .

. - . . . . . numerous specific measures taken by the Government to give
Algerian Constitution, which gives international treaties X .-
. ) . 7 o omen equal access to education and training have been a
including the Convention, which have been ratified and ~ . . o

ecisive factor in the emancipation of women.

gazetted, primacy over domestic law.

57. The Committee notes that the Algerian Constitutioﬁg' The Committee notes with satisfaction that women’s

. . alth is identified as a priority in the country’'s health
guarantees equality between men and women in all sphere?. .
of life policies and programmes.

13
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Factors impeding implementation of the Committee recommends development and implementation of
Convention alegal literacy strategy and training for all levels of society
66. The Committee notes that the emergence 0 order to address discriminatory cultural norms and

fundamentalism and the terrorist violence thatompanies attitudes.

it have affected all layers of society, including women and 77. The Committee is deeply concerned by the large number
children, and have impeded effective implementation of the of women murdered, raped, abducted and subjected to serious
Convention. physical abuse by terrorist groups in recent years.

67. The Committee also notes that the reservations ofthe 78. The Committee calls upon the Government to protect
State partyto articles 2, 9, paragraph 2, 15, paragraph 4, and women in accordance with the provision oftitugi@ons
16 are obstacles to the Convention’s full implementation. that states that the State is responsible for the safety of

68. The Committee notes that, although the ConstitutidtErsons and property. The Committee recommends that better

guarantees the equality of men and women and provides that® ,be t'aken of all women and girls who are victims of

the Convention prevails over national legislation, thigrrorist violence.

numerous discriminatory provisions of the Family Code and 79. The Committee is concerned by the absence of legal
the persistence of prejudice and patriarchal practices conflict texts that specifically protect women who are victims of
de facto with the principles of the Convention. domestic and sexual violence.

o ) 80. The Committee recommends to the Government that it
Principal areas of concern and recommendations aye specific legislative and structural steps to shelter women

69. The Committee reiterates its concern at the reservatidnem such attacks and provide women who are victims of
to the Convention entered by the State party. violence with comfort, assistance, advice, guidance and
hné‘ormation concerning legal redress. The Committee also
recommends that education and awareness training on
domestic and sexual violence be made available to police

71. The Committee is concerned by the State partysficers, judges, doctors and the mass media to make their
constant citing of religious principles and culturalntervention more effective.

specificities to justify why the status of women has not k(a|%t1
up with the overall advances of society. )

70. The Committee urges the State party to expedite t
steps necessary for withdrawal of its reservations.

The Committee is concerned by the situation of wives

of disappeared persons who can neither legally prove that
72.  The Committee recommends that the State party taieir husbands are dead, owing to the length and difficulty of

measures to ensure that religious and cultural patterns do 4 procedure, nor enjoy their status as married women. This
inhibit the development of women’s position in Algerianresults in human and material injuries to these women and
society. their children.

73. The Committee is concerned by the social constrairgg. The Committee calls upon the Government of Algeria
that exist within Algerian society which keep women in @o help this group of women and their families by simplifying,

lower status than men and are not conducive to th&en on a temporary basis, the legal procedure for
elimination of all forms of discrimination against women. certification of death so that they can clarify their status,

74. The Committee urges the Government to continue REtain custody of their child.ren and legally dispose of
efforts to repeal inegalitarian laws in order to bring it§roperty to which they are entitled.

legislation into line with the provisions of the Conventiong3. The Committee is concerned by the fact that mothers
The Committee also urges the Government, noRannottransmittheir natiofity to their children in the same

governmental organizations, intellectuals and the mass megigy that fathers can. Citizenship is a fundamental right which
to encourage enlightened attitudes and accelerate womeggn and women must be able to enjoy equally.

emancipation through publicity and public awarene%4

. The Committee recommends the revision of legislation
campaigns.

governing nationiity in order to make it consistent with the
75. The Committee notes with concern the persistencegyovisions of the Convention.

cultural stereotypes and patriarchal values as well gg

polygamy, which violate women’s rights. Noting the significant progress that has been made in

regard to women'’s education and the enrolment of girls in

76. Noting the Government’s intention to introducgchools in rural and urban areas, the Cdttee is concerned
legislative changes to implement the Convention, the

14
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that the reform of the Algerian educational system has not 93. The Committee requests the Government of Algeria to
been completed. provide information addressing the concerns raised in these

86. The Committee recommends that the Algeria(f‘loncmding comments in its next periodic report required

Government continue its revision of both curricula aander article 18 of the Convention.

textbooks to rid them of stereotypes and negative images of 94. The {ftemmequests that its conclusions be broadly
women in order to help change attitudes more quickly andto disseminated in Algeria to make the population of the country;,
remove obstacles to equality. The Committee recommends and particularly those working in the civil service and in
that the State party ensure that women teachers and women'iticgboircles, aware of the measures that have been taken
non-governmental organizations are consulted in the rewriting  to ensure women'’s actual equality and of the further measures
of textbooks. that are needed in this regard. It also requests the Government

87. The Committee is concerned at the low rate &IAIgeria to continue to disseminate widely, especially to

participation of women in the workplace, which poses amajéf\fomen,S and humap rlg’hts organizations, the t?Xt of the
problem for women’s economic independence. Convention, the Comitiee’s general recommendations and

the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action.
88. The Committee recommends that article 4, paragraph 1,

of the Convention be implemented through temporary

incentives with quantitative targets aimed at increasing  Kyrgyzstan

women’s employment in both the public and private sectors.

The Committee recommends the creation of childcare centk®s,  The Committee considered the initial report of

and kindergartens in sufficient numbers to allow women §yrgyzstan (CEDAW/C/KGZ/1) at its 408th, 409th a#di3th

reconcile their family and professional responsibilities. Thgeetings, on 22 and 27 January 1999 (see
Committee also recommends that unemployed women BgDAW/C/SR.408, 409 and 413).

required to participate in traineeships and retraining
programmes, including in non-traditional areas, and benefita) |ntroduction by the State party

from job-creation measures to a degree proportional to the . . .
unemployment rate for women. 96. In her introduction, the representative of Kyrgyzstan

. ] ] _informed the Committee that the initial report had been
89. The Committee is concerned that the informatiofyepared by a special commission established for that purpose

contained in the report on rural women and the benefits thgyat included governmental and legal officials. The report was
obtained from rural development efforts was insufficient. 5,50 prepared through a process of consultation and

90. The Committee encourages the Government to pay di@ticipation with non-governmental organizations.

attention to the needs of rural women by reinforcing thel§7,  The representative described the political, economic
active and participatory role in the formulationgng social conditions of the country since its declaration of
implementation and monitoring of policies and programmeggependence on 31 Augu891. She noted that the current

that affect them, particularly in the areas of housing credijtation was characterized by the transition to a market
income-generating projects and social security. economy, which had had a negative impact on the situation

91. The Committee is seriously concerned by the fact theftwomen. She highlighted increasing poverty among women,
the Family Code still contains many discriminatory provisiongigh rates of unemployment, the growth of all forms of
which deny Algerian women their basic rights, such as fregolence against women, the decrease of women'’s
consent to marriage, equal rights to divorce, sharing of famip@rticipation in decision-making and the lack of equal rights
and child-rearing responsibilities, shared child custody righ#d access to land and credit. She noted that the situation of
with fathers, the right to dignity and self-respect and, abovéral women was exacerbated by limited infrastructure and
all, the elimination of polygamy. markets for sale of agricultural products, an increase in
92. The Committee urges the Government to consider tﬂngStiC v.iolence and difficult Working. 'conditions. The

) - rePresentatlve noted that among the positive factors was the
proposed amendments that modify some of the provisionsof "\ s women's education

the Family Code to be an initial step in the process that neeo’g '

to be undertaken to harmonize the provisions of the Fam@@. The representative described the measures and
Code with the text of the Convention and with the principl#itiatives that had been undertaken by the Government to

of equality that is set out in the Algerian Constitution. ~ guarantee the equal rights of women and to ensure their
advancement. Twenty-two international human rights treaties,

including the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
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Discrimination against Women, had been adopted, and the was debate in relation to the reinstitution of quotas that had
central principles and standards of international law had been existed in the past.

refllecte.d' in domestic legi8|ati°n‘ The curricula of manyos. The representative concluded with an analysis of
universities and schools included human rights educat'o%xperiences and proposals for measures and initiatives to
99. Therepresentative described the role and functions of promote the advancement of women in all sectors.

the newly established Gender Analysis Council. The Council

had analysed six laws from a gender perspective and hgg) Concluding comments by the Committee

plans to review more than 20 laws and regulations. As a result
of the Council’'s work, the National Gender Policy Council
had been created in the office of the President in July 1998)6. The Comrittee expresses its appreciation to the
The Council would monitor the national implementation o&overnment of Kyrgyzstan for submitting, in a timely manner,
international human rights treaties and agreements, includidgwell-structured and comprehensive initial report. It
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms ofcommends the Government on its comprehensive oral
Discrimination against Women. presentation and for the replies to the questions posed by the

100. To accelerate implementation of the Conventionc,:ommlttee'

concrete national programmes relating to the econond@7. The Committee appreciates the high-level delegation,
education, health care and poverty that are aimed at theaded by the chairperson of the State Commission for the
advancement of women and the eliminatiordefjureand de Family, Women and Youth, which presented the report. It
facto discrimination against women had been designed ahetes that the report described measures taken by the
were being implemented. Government to implement the Beijing Platform for Action.

101. The representative noted that the Fourth Workf8. The Comrittee commends Kyrgyzstan for ratifying a
Conference on Women had had a catalytic role in Kyrgyzstéfge number of international human rights treaties, including
and had been an important factor in the ratification of thiéie Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Convention. The impact of the Beijing Platform for ActionDiscrimination against Women, which was ratified, without
had been positive, and the Government was cétechto its reservations, during a difficult time of transition to a market
implementation. She described the national programr@géonomy and of rapid social and political change.
“Ayalzat” for 1996-2000, which coriuted the national

action plan for the implementation of the Platform and Positive aspects

incorporated 11 critical areas of concern as the priorities f9hg  The Comnitiee commends the fact that the texts of the
women’s advancement. She noted that the programme Wasyjies ratified by Kyrgyzstan have been translated into the

financed from the national budget. Kyrgyz language and other languages used in Kyrgyzstan,
102. The representative noted that by presidential decré®luding Russian and Uzbek. In this context, the Committee
1996 had been proclaimed women'’s year, and in March ekpresses its appreciation of the Government’s will to
that year the State Commission for the Family, Women aimiplement the Convention. The Committee also commends
Youth had been established. She indicated that, kKyrgyzstan for integrating the provisions of the ratified
coordination with regional affiliates, the Commission watreaties into its basic domestic laws, including the criminal
responsible for implementing the national action plan in atlode, the civil code, the labour code and the law on protecting
six regions of the country. consumers’ rights. It is also pleased to learn that there are
ans to review other laws from a gender perspective.

Introduction

103. The representative indicated that her Government V\Pa{
paying increased attention to collaboration with nontl0. The Committee appreciates the fact that human rights
governmental organizations in the elimination ofre partofthe curriculum of many universities and schools.
discrimination against women. The representative drew

attention to the contribution of non-governmental Factors and difficulties affecting the

organizations in various contexts, particularly with regardto ~ implementation of the Convention

violgnce aga.ins't women, and ac.knowled.ged their importaﬂl_ The Committee views the prevailing conditions of
role in establishing crisis centres in all regions of the CountrEvaerty and unemployment as well as the negative effects of
104. The representative noted the decreasing numbenrapid social and political change on women to be major
women in decision-making positions, and indicated that theirapediments to the implementation of the Convention.
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112. The persistence of a strong patriarchal culture, which representation of women in politics and at all levels of
emphasizes traditional roles of women and men, is also seen decision-making and in non-traditional fields of employment.

as a hindrance to the implementation of the Convention. 120. The Comrittee is concerned about the prevalence of

o ) patriarchal culture and the continuing emphasis on the
Principal areas of concern and recommendations {5 itional roles of women exclusively as mothers and wives.
113. The Committee is concerned at the lack dfhe Committee notes with particular concern that theah
understanding of discrimination against women as a multieport, in referring to the role of man as the breadwinner, may
faceted phenomenon that entails indirect and unintention@gitimize existing stereotypes.

as well as direct and intentional discrimination. Thi§21_ The Comittee urges the Government to introduce a

understanding is a sine qua non of comprehensive analysggye of measures, including comprehensive public education
and for policy analysis for the effective elimination of;n4 mass media campaigns, to eliminate traditional
discrimination against women in botte jureand de facto stereotypes of the roles of men and women.

terms.
122. The Comnitee is alarmed at the increase in all forms

114. The Committee recommends that the principle of thg \;iglence against women, including gang rape. The

equality guaranteed by law should also refer to nom-gmmittee is also concerned that the emphasis of titiafin
discrimination on the grounds of sex. It also recommends the, ot is on sexual violence rather than on gender-based

introduction of a procedure for enforcing rights throughjoience as an infringement of the right to personal security.
effective judicial and other means. Policies, mcludma%

educational, mass media and awareness-raising campaigfs: 1he Comrttee recommends that all forms of gender-
should also be intrduced and efforts should be directed ased violence be a focus of serious concern. It recommends

countering both intentional and unintentional discriminatio® €nhancement of comprehensive measures to prevent
violence and to support women victims, including gender-

115. The Committee expresses concern with regard to &,sitization and the training of law enforcement officials. It
extent and nature of the power of the national machinery, A&s-ommends the collection of comprehensive sex-
well as the ambiguity surrounding the relationship betwegfisaggregated data and information on the issue of violence
the State Commission and the Ministry. It also notes thgainst women. In the light of the linkage of violence with
inadequacy of the existing budget and personnel for thgyerty, the Committee recommends the introduction of

advancement of women. measures aimed at improving the economic status of women,
116. The Committee recommends enhancing the natiofrag¢luding retraining for income-generating occupations.

machinery by clarifying its functions and the relationg 4 The Comrittee recommends, in both urban and rural
between its various organs and the organs of Government 28,5 the expansion of the network of crisis centres and the

well as through the allocation of greater budgetary and humag,jishment of consultative services to provide necessary
resources so as to ensure its effective functioning at th&gical assistance to women victims of violence.

national and regional levels. ) . ) ]
125. The Comrttee is concerned about the increase in

117. The Committee also recommends that all nationgl.onholism and drug addiction, to the extent that these are
programmes to promote the advancement of women inclugg ses of health problems, as well as violence against women
mechanisms for the assessment of the outcomes of theifrywhere.

implementation and the evaluation of their effectiveness and )
the extent of their outreach. 126. The Comrittee recommends that programmes be put

in place to create awareness about the negative impact of

118. The Committee expresses concern that no efforts haygnolism and drug addiction on individuals and on society
been made to use temporary special measures as envisggeqieneral. It also recommends the introduction of

in article 4, paragraph 1, of the Convention to improve the,hapilitation programmes for victims of such addictions.
situation of women in various areas; and to ensure women’s

participation in decision-making bodies and women'd27- The Comritee is concerned that lesbianism is
employment in non-traditional areas. classified as a sexual offence in the Penal Code.

119. The Committee recommends the introduction of a bro2d8: The Comritee recommends that lesbianism be
range of temporary special measures in accordance wiggonceptualized as a sexual orientation and that penalties for
article 4, paragraph 1, including quotas, to improve tHE Practice be abolished.
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129. The Comiittee is concerned about the increase ih39. The Comiittee recommends that effective measures be
prostitution and the trafficking of women, which it views as  taken with respect to the implementation of existing laws, the
being related to poverty, lack of employment and lack of improvement of women’'s economic situation and the
effective national measures to suppress the growth of these implementation of public education programmes to change
practices. traditional values supportive of polygamy in order to eradicate

130. The Comrittee recommends that increased efforts iH"'S practice altogether.

cooperation with other countries be taken to arrest and punis#h0. The Comiittee recommends that effective participation
perpetrators of trafficking. It also recommends that domestic  of non-governmental organizations be secured in the
measures be launched to combat the negative effects of preparation of the next report of Kyrgyzstan and that the
structural adjustment programmes on women and to provide report be made widely available to the community of non-
job opportunities and training to vulnerable women. governmental organizations.

131. The Comiittee is concerned at the @somic situation 141. The Comrittee requests the Government of Kyrgyzstan
of women, characterized by an increase in the number of to provide information addressing the concerns raised in the
women in poverty and among the unemployed. present concluding comments in the next periodic report

132. The Comiittee recommends that the gender dimensicfr‘?qu"ed under article 18 of the Convention.

of poverty be considered in the design and implementation 142. The @teemequests the wide dissemination in
of all policies and programmes aimed at the elimination of Kyrgyzstan of the present concluding comments in order to
poverty. make the people of Kyrgyzstan, and particularly government

133. The Comriitee is concerned about the conditions 0Elldministrators and politicians, aware of the steps to be taken

work and job security of the growing number of women whi® ensurede jureand de facto equality for women. It also

are entering the informal sector as agents in what is referr!@tguests the Governrrjent to contmug to dlssemma'_te widely,
to as the “women'’s suitcase economy” or “women’s shuttl@ particular, to women’s and human rights organizations, the
economy” Convention, the Comitiee’s general recommendations and

the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action.
134. The Comnitee recommends the introduction of

comprehensive measures aimed at the improvement of
women’s economic status, particularly through a review of  Liechtenstein
the taxation legislation relating to small businesses and the

expansion of micro-credit programmes involving commercialg3. The Comrittee considered the initial report of
and agricultural banks in order to ensure gainful and securgchtenstein (CEDAW/C/LIE/1) at its 410th, 411th and

employment for women. It also recommends that steps h& 4th meetings, on 25 and 27 January 1999 (see
taken to integrate women into all sectors of the nationglEpDAW/C/SR.410, 411 and 414).

economy.

135. The Comiittee recommends that international (&) Introduction by the State party

cooperation be sought to promote the economic position i |n intoducing the report, the representative of
women. Liechtenstein noted thale jureequality between women and
136. The Comiittee is concerned at the situation of women’g1en in Liechtenstein had been achieved later than in many
health, in particular the increase in the incidence of materrfgher countries. 11992, a constutional amendment stating
mortality and morbidity, as well as the high rates of infarfhat women and men had equal rights provided the basis for
mortality and the use of abortion as a method ¢ 1996 law that guaranteed gender dijya

contraception. 145. The representative indicated that since 1996 the focus

137. The Comiittee recommends the introduction ofofthe Government had been on achieving de facto equality
comprehensive family-planning programmes based on thetween women and men in all spheres of life.
right to reproductive choice, as well as measures to ensufeplementation of legal and other measures in compliance
that abortion is not perceived as a method of contraceptiowith the Convention formed part of an overall strategy that
138. The Comittee notes with concern that althoughalsc.) |nco.rp0rated |mplementat|9n of the Beumg Platfprm for
L g . : > Action. Liechtenstein had submitted to the United Nations the
polygamy is illegal, it is nonetheless practised in some regions. . : . .
. . . national action plan for the implementation of the Platform
without legal or social sanctions.

and had ratified several regional and international human
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rights treaties, including the European Convention on Human
Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. Liechtenstein had also accepted the communicatiar®l. The Comittee commends the Government of

procedures of the first optional protocol to the Internationaiechtenstein for the timely submission of its initial report,

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Conventione year after its accession to the Convention. It welcomes
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degradinge report, especially the well-structured and informative oral
Treatment or Punishment, and strongly supported thpdate, which provided frank and clear information on the
adoption of an optional protocol to the Convention on thsituation of women. Together with the exhaustive replies
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.provided to the Committee’s numerous questions, the

146. The representative indicated that there had beenR{fiSentation provided a comprehensive view of the efforts
increase in the proportion of women represented at all levélg@dertaken by the Government in order to achieve full
of education, but that at the tertiary level male students sfiPmPliance with its obligations under the Convention.
constituted two thirds of all students. Male students alsk62. The Comiitee expresses its appreciation to the
predominated in such disciplines as law and economics aBdvernment of Liechtenstein for its high-level delegation,
in technical studies, including computer studies. Fematteaded by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who is also the
students were well represented in the humanities. Minister for Family Affairs and Equality between Men and

147. The representative reported that while there had be&gmen. This enabled the Committee to obtain a realistic
an increase in the number of women in positions of leadersHif§ture of the progress made and of challenges that lay ahead
in communes and commissions since acquiring the right fbthe achievement of equal rights of women and men.

vote in 1984, women werdils under-represented at all levels N

of governance. She noted thathedtigh there was no system Positive aspects

of quotas, the Government remained committed to achieving3. The Comiittee welcomes the Government’s withdrawal
equal representation of women in senior leadership positiog$its reservation to the Convention.

148. The representative informed the Coitie® that non- 154. The Comittee notes with satisfaction the establishment
governmental organizations, many of which received financigf a national machinery to implement the Convention and to
support from the Government, played an active role i@llow up and implement the commitments of the Platform for

measures to promote the advancement of women. They wagion adopted at the Fourth World Conference on Women.
involved in such activities as the facilitation of networkin

and the provision of day-care centres for children as well
a women'’s shelter for battered women and children.

Introduction

galg>5. The Comittee commends Liechtenstein on its
accession to numerous regional and international human

rights instruments.
149. The representative noted that the Government's foc

was now on the achievement of de facto equality for wom
through a variety of programmes. These had includ&8%v
exhibition on the theme: “Girls with a head on thefirosilders
get down to work”, which had sought to motivate girls to
expand their choice of occupations. Currently, the educational
curriculum was being revised to incorporate the principle db7. The Comiittee notes that the persistence of deep-seated
equality and the practicahvolvement of women and men insocial and cultural attitudes which impede the implementation
the achievement of that principle. of the Convention and inhibit the attainment of de facto

6. The Comrttee also commends Liechtenstein for its
rapid progress in removing discriminatory laws.

Factors and difficulties affecting the
implementation of the Convention

150. The representative indicated that the proposed qugpallty.

rights act would prohibit discrimination at the workplace, o ]
provide protection against retaliatory dismissal and the right ~ Principal areas of concern and recommendations

to bring legal claims, including class action complaints, ants8. The Comrittee expresses concern that patriarchal
reduce the burden of proof. The proposed act would algatterns of behaviour persist and thereby compromésire
provide the Government with a legal basis to give financialquality between women and men that has been achieved.
support to companies in order to enable them to enact posit

. Y€9. The Comiittee expresses deep concern at the
measures for the promotion of women at the workplace.

persistence of de facto inequality between women and men,

(b) Concluding comments of the Committee which is particularly reflected in the low participation of
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women in public life and decision-making, in the econom$68. The Comrnttee recommends that the Government
and in their underepresentation in tertiary education. review its policies and measures with regard to violence

160. TheComriIteeurgestheGovernmenttoensurethattH”‘egaInSt women, taking into consideration general

proposed equality rights act not only covers working life, bJ{acommen(cjiatlﬁn 19 on woLence jlgalfnsrtl V\iomen.l It_ also
extends to all spheres of life, in order to accelerate equalft?cor_nm_en s that a review be made o the law re.atlng to
ostitution to ensure that prostitutes are not penalized.

in both public and private life. P

161. The Comrittee urges the Government to improve théGg' The Comiittee notes the high number of children born

collection and use of data disaggregated by sex in order%t of wedlock. It recommends the development of studies and

provide strong factual information on the situation of Womer'CatorS, to dgtermlne the impact of Igws aqd pollgles on
in all areas covered by the Convention, and on the progré@gmen' §|nge I!nkages betiween the strict ant|-abort|or! law
made in its implementation over time. Such information Wil‘imd the high incidence of children born out of wedlock might

provide the basis for the design of appropriate policies all?g revealed. The Commlttee urges the Goverrlment tO.InStItl..Ite
programmes to accelerate the achievement of equality. measures to prevent single mothers from facing the financial
" and social risks of poverty.
162. The Comiittee is concerned about the situation of )
0. The Comittee requests the Government of

women in employment and work. It expresses its conce : S : )
about the highly segregated labour market, and tIJ.nga,echtenst(-:‘lnto provide information addressing the concerns

concentration of women in low-paid employment and par{gised in the present concluding comments in its next periodic
time work report required under article 18 of the Convention.

aH71 The Comrittee requests the wide dissemination in

itself of the existing body of research and practice on equlaJFChtenSte'n of the presgnt concluplmg commentg In orqler
pay for work of equal and comparable value in order {9 make the people of Liechtenstein, and in particular its

overcome pay inequity. The Committee also recommends t9Qvernment administrators and politicians, aware of the steps

the Government review the existing system of social securiw,at hgve been taken to ensmejurgand -de f"f‘Cto gender
uality and the further steps required in this regard. The

particularly with regard to marginal part-time work and th&d X | h :
law on parental leave, with a view to ensuring that the systen%,omm'ttee also requests the Government to continue to

including in its effects, does not discriminate against Womeﬂl_ssemmate vylde!y andin partlcular.to women’s and human
rights organizations, the conventions, the Committee’s

164. While commending the initiative of the Government tgeneral recommendations and the Beijing Declaration and
subsidize the employment of women in private enterprisgsiatform for Action.

the Committee notes the inadequacy of measures, including

temporary special measures to accelerate de facto equality

between women and men and affirmative action to addres®. Combined second and third
the situation of women in all areas. periodic reports

163. The Comrttee recommends that the Government av

165. The Comiittee urges the Government to implement

temporary special measures in accordance with article 4, Greece

paragraph 1, of the Convention in order to accelerate the

advancement of women in all areas. Temporary specigf2. The Comrittee considered the combined second and
measures to promote women have been successfultird periodic reports of Greece (CEDAW/C/GRC/2-3) at its
addressing structural discrimination against women in politias] 5th and 416th meetings, on 28 January 1999 (see
and employment and in accelerating de facto equality fQEDAW/C/SR.415 and 416).

women.

166. The Comiittee encourages the Government to realize(@) Introduction by the State party

gender equality and requests that it include in its next repary3. The representative of zce noted that the principle
detailed information on the impact of policies angfgender equality had been established in Greece by@h&
programmes aimed at implementing the Convention amgbnstitution. The legislative and other measures adopted
achieving gender equality. since then, including relevant directives of the European
167. The Comiittee expresses serious concern regarding theion, to consolidate the elimination of discrimination

issue of violence against women, in particular the lack @gainst women in all SeCtorS, had brought about Signiﬁcant
comprehensive information on its incidence. changes in the status of women and their increased presence

20



A/54/38/Rev.1

in all sectors. The equality policies adopted sit®®4 had women’s @nomic activity rate and the fact that three
been aimed at further reducing inequalities, eradicating their quarters of newly created jobs were occupied by women.

causes and changing existing goncepts and attitudes regar.oliz?g_ While women had begun to participate more actively
thel_r'ole ofdwomgr} ?fnd genhln t.he fam|l3|/, at \llvorkdand ' political life, the percentage of women in the higher
politics and social lite. Emphasis was also placed on tI?e%helons of political power remained small. Various policies

development of support mechanisms and structures fd affirmative action measures were sought to increase the

eqhgnce |mplementat|9n of such measures. As a sectgr of Umber of women in public life, including through awareness-
Ministry of the Presidency, the General Secretariat f%\ising and training

Equality, established in1985, was the State agency
responsible for equality issues. 179. The right of Greek women to health care was

ecialized health care was available to all women, including

important actions taken in favour of gender equality. Sh?nmigrants and refugees, but more programmes are also
noted that the legislative framework in Greece was consider f:imned to address women's special health problems

to be one of the most advanced and progressive in the wo ilr(?cluding teenage abortion, and health issues related to

Among recent legislative changes, she highlighted tri’r"?enopause.Adrop in AIDS cases among women had been
revision of family law and new legislation concerninq,eported

women'’s access to continuing education, vocational training
and employment and labour relations. Enrolment in b) Concluding comments by the Committee
elementary and high school education was obligatory ir‘$

Greece, and therefore illiteracy rates, in all parts of the  Introduction

country, had decreased significantly in the past decade. 180, The Comiittee expresses its appreciation to the

175. The representative identified the elimination of violendeovernment of Greece for submitting a well-written and
against women and women’s equal and active participati6@mprehensive combined second and third periodic report.
in all socio-economic development policies as the highelscommends the Government for its oral presentation of the
priorities for the General Secretariat for Equality for théeportand for the extensive and frank replies to the questions
period 1997-2000. Owing to a lack of adequate data, no clgz@sed by the Committee, which enabled it to obtain a clear
picture on the extent and forms of violence against womdaicture of the situation of women in Greece.

existed. Among new actions taken to address the problem wa$) . The Comiittee notes faourably that the Government
the establishment of an expert committee to develqp Greece considers that the implementation of the Platform
recommendations on further legislation, measures afg Action adopted at the Fourth World Conference on

strategies. The Research Centre for Equality Matters Wagymen is substantially linked to the implementation of the
conducting nationwide research on violence against Womefynvention.

Forced prostitution and trafficking had also become a serious

problemin Greece. Positive aspects

176. The changes occurring in theosomic and social 185  The Comiittee commends the Government for creating
system in recent years had particular consequences folymprehensive constitutional and legislative framework for
women. The achievement of equal opportunities for WOMeR hieving equality between women and men. It notes in
and the integration of women into the labour market requ"%rticular that the Constitution 0f975 enshrines the

that attention be paid not only to quantitative but also toinciple of equality between women and men and that a
qualitative aspects in order to ensure thereamic and social ggqries of laws and policies have been put in place over the

cohesion of the country. The General Secretariat for Byua o4 1 translate this principle into practice. The Committee
promoted the adoption of an action plan for 1998-200 a4 the favourable legal situation, including with regard to

which had as its centrepiece the mainstreaming of the eaquglsoyment, vocational training and health. It also notes that
opportunities policy into all governmental policies. Greece has ratified the major conventions of the International
177. The representative noted theifies trends in women’s Labour Organization (ILO) concerning women workers and

participation in the labour market, including the increaseaorkers with family responsibilities.

participation of women in the labour force, an increase in
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183. The Comiittee commends the Governmentin particulat90. The Comrnttee recommends that the Government
for its important new legislative measures concerning family  strengthen the legislative and policy framework to prevent,
law. eliminate and prosecute violence against women, in

184. The Comirittee notes that the General Secretariat foa}ccordance with its general recommendation 19, and the
Equality, the national machinery for the advancement claration on the Elimination of Violence against Women.

women, continues to function as a section of the Ministry (ﬁ recommendg that daFa and qurmaﬂon on the prevalgnce
the Presidency. It also notes the existence of additior‘l%lrl1d types of violence in the family in general, and against

institutions that work on equality issues, such as the Resealtfmen in particular, be gathered as a'maltter. of p_rlorlty.
Centre for Equality Matters. Urgent measures should be taken to institutionalize the

. training of police and law enforcement personnel to ensure
185. The Comrittee welcomes the fact that a large numbehe appropriate handling of cases of violence against women.
of women’s non-governmental organizations are active in thgforts should also be made to improve thecessibility and

country, and thagood relationships exist between thosgffectiveness of complaints mechanisms against sexual
organizations of civil society and the governmental machineparassment in the workplace.

for the advancement of women. In this context, it welcomes h . . d that th . f th
the fact that a national committee, with the participation c}fgl' The Comniitee is concerned that the revision of the

government representatives and civil society, was establisﬂ@\ﬁs onrape hfas not led :[O tt_}he reCOQ”:'O“ ofrape als aserious
for the preparation of the combined second and third periodn'f”ngement ofawoman's human right to personal security.

reports. 192. The Comittee recommends that the law on rape,

186. The Comiittee welcomes the effortsndertaken by the including marital rape, be reformed, and that forensic

Government to create equal opportunities for women in thjgvestigation be introduced in the light of general

labour market and the positive trends concerning the Womeﬁesclommendgtlorclvlg, the Ddeclarangn OT the El|m'|na;1|0r|1 of
employment situation. It commends the Government é{fo ence against Women and recent developments in the laws

Greece for conducting a pilot survey on time use that aims%;ft?ther E““?pea” countries that face similar problems of
guantifying the unpaid household work of women. It alsylolence against women.
commends the Government for its strategies to use the mass 193. TheitBmmotes with concern that, following a

media to improve the image of women. number of recent court cases, the legality of affirmative action
and temporary special measures in accordance with article
Factors and difficulties affecting the 4.1 of the Convention is unclear.

implementation of the Convention 194. The Comittee recommends that the Government

187. The Comiittee notes with concern that the préiy  clarify the compatibility of its legislative provisions with
patriarchal structures and societal attitudes concerning ticle 4.1 of the Convention to ensure its implementation.

roles of women and men perpetuate discrimination againg§s The Comirittee notes with concern that

women in all spheres of public and private life and constituig,yithstanding the availability of legal remedies to seek
an obstacle to achieving equality. redress for discrimination and the fact that some court cases
188. The Comiittee notes that the impact of the préimgy  have been filed to challenge discrimination, very few women
global and regional economic policies and trends is avail themselves of this right and are often reluctant to do so.

impediment to the implementation of the Convention. 196. The Comiittee recommends that the Government

o _ develop programmes to raise awareness of the constitutional
Principal areas of concern and recommendations yemedy among women and women'’s groups so that individual

189. The Comiittee expresses concern at the continuin@cts of discrimination will be consistently challenged and so
existence of violence against women and notes the abseHt@l the Constitution will have an impact on government
of comprehensive legislative measures to address violenggtion and policy and on the private sector.

It is also concerned about the attitude of law enforcemeqy7. \While noting paively the fact that prostitution is

personnel, especially the police, towards women victims ggcriminalized and instead is dealt with in a regulatory
incidence of sexual harassment in the workplace, its leggtuctures exist to ensure compliance with the regulatory
regulation remains unclear, and women do not avaflamework. The Committee is also concerned about the
themselves of available complaint mechanisms. increase in trafficking in women. In this regard it notes that
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insufficient attention is given to possible links between lack 204. The Citienurges the Government to assess, in a
of enforcement and trafficking in and migration of women.  comprehensive manner, the changing realities of women'’s
(\_f,vork and to develop policies that aim at structural and long-

regulations governing prostitution be monitored effectivel rm improvements in the employment situation of women.

and adequate measures to address trafficking in women baerticular attention should be paid to supporting women who
introduced work without pay in family enterprises and on family farms.

It also urges the Government to address the issue of women
199. Noting the already low level of participation of womemnmigrant workers.

in political and public life, the Comittee voices its concern h . , d that insuffici .
at the apparent decrease in the percentage of womer,? . The Comiittee is concerned that insufficient attention

elected office. It points to the consequences of this situa\tifﬁfgﬂven to gender-specific causes and consequences of illness

for the adoption of gender-sensitive legislative and policgp_d d|s§qse and that, cpnsequently, the country's hgalth pthy
measures. i5 insufficiently responding to gender factors associated with

health.
200. The Comrttee urges the Government to adopt

innovative measures to raise the percentage of women in% g The.CorSmEe_e recommenc(ijz that all hgalth-relatﬁd cLataI h
public bodies, including in the legislature, the executive anacpl_ S.tatIStICS. € dlslgggregaée I ysex anf age so that e;t
the judiciary. Efforts should also be made to encourage otHfipicies, service delivery and allocation of resources can be

entities, such as political parties and the private sector,"il sessed in terms of their outcomes for Wom('er} and men. It
increase the number of women at senior and decision-makiig® recommends that governmental health policies, research
levels and resources be adjusted so as to respond adequately to the

rights of women and men to a high standard of health care and
201. The Comnttee is concerned that there is a relativelyy the gender factors associated with health.

high level of functional illiteracy in Greece, in particular
among elderly and rural women.

198. The Comiittee recommends that compliance with th

207. The Comrittee expresses its concern about the high

rate of abortion in Greece, and especially of abortions by
202. The Government is urged to intensify its efforts t@enagers. The numbers are indicative of insufficient use of
prevent and to remedy functional illiteracy among womegontraceptives, a lack of sex education and information about
The Government should also conduct a comprehensive reVi@M\htraceptives, as well as insufficient or unfocused family-

of all educational curricula at the primary, secondary arglanning efforts. The Committee is also concerned in this
tertiary levels with a view to eliminating remainingrespect about the extent of funding for contraception, given

discriminatory aspects, remedying the stereotypical portraygk comprehensive coverage of health insurance and funding
of women and girls and creating an educational environmegt health services in Greece.

that is conducive to girls’ and women’s education and 8 The Comr ds that the G
learning. The Government should include the achieveme%ﬁ) ' e Comnttee recommends that the Government

of equality between women and men and between girls aMroduce sex education as part of the school curriculum. It
boys as a societal goal in its educational policy. Th%ls_o_ recommends the improvement of family-planning
(HQ%‘C'GS and measures so that all women and men have access

women’s studies programmes to provide academic supp nformation about and measures of contraception. It also

to political and practical changes aimed at creating a non[fgeS thz Governmﬁnt tr? ta:jget men |nb|;[s fam|fly-plann|ngd
patriarchal society. efforts and to stress the shared responsibilities of women an

men in this regard.

Committee urges the Government to establish degree-gran

203. Noting that there are pitige trends in the employment ) ) ) .

situation of women, the Committee remains concerned ab&ﬂg- leen the somet!mes traumatic flow of |mm|grapts anq

the situation of women in the formal and informal |abou|:efugee.s. in the region and constant changes in their
market, including the high percentage of unemployed Womgﬂmposmon, the C.omml'ttee is concerned at the low level of
and the continuing pay gap between women and men. Itis a&caﬂltmuous attenﬂon given to them b_y the Gpvernment.

concerned that many of the new jobs occupied by wom ewise, the Commltt'ee notes that yvhllg attention is given

might provide only low pay and limited career prospects. THQ the situation of certain groups of minority women, such as

Committee is further concerned that the employmeﬂWSieS’ insufficient information is available concerning the
prospects for women in rural areas, for women who afituation of other ethnic and religious minority women, such

migrating from the agricultural sector into other employmer?’cS Turks and Albanians.
areas and for immigrant women remain precarious, especidl{0. The Comrittee urges the Government to develop a
for those with low skills or who are functionally illiterate. general policy to address the particular needs of immigrant

23



A/54/38/Rev.1

and migrant women with regard to their protection, health, 216. The representative drew attention to the National
employment and educational needs. The Committee also urges Commission on Human Rights, an independent body that
the Government to ensure that repatriation efforts are could receive information on violations of human rights. It
consistent with women’s safety and protection needs. The could also recommend the amendment of laws and make
Government should also consider entering into bilateral proposals for other remedial measures. She indicated that the
agreements with women migrants’ countries of origin to 20-Year Perspective Policy and Plan for Wb@&sh (

ensure adequate protection of women'’s rights and safety. The 2011) and the Beijing Platform for Action had formed the
Committee encourages the Government to assess the situation basis of the five-year development plan for women, which
of all minority women with a view to ensuring adequate was part of the eighth national, social and economic
support for them. development plan. The National Commission for Women'’s

211. The Committee recommends that the Government, w fﬁalirs (NCWA), established in 1989, had resulted from the
' fiye-year development plan, and among its goals was the

reparing its next report, engage in consultations with grou 13 - X
tphatprepr%sent minor;ity WOI‘%B?’I 9 romotion of the advancement of women and the creation of

gender awareness. The Commission was also responsible for

Greece of the present concluding comments in order to makg@iating gender-sensitive research.

the people of Greece, and in particular its government

administrators and politicians, aware of the steps that haf%y' "I'her:egrl:)esentatlvi '”dc;‘?ated rt]h‘?‘t tf:jeglhﬁg fEIatform |
been taken to ensurte jureand de facto equality and the or Action had been translated into Thai and that five regiona

further steps required in this regard. The Committee algaeetings had been organized by the Government to make the

requests the Government to continue to disseminate Widé?)'?’bl'c aware of its terms, particularly in regard to violence

in particular to women’s and human rights organizations, tffgainst women and the girl child and trafficking in women and

Convention, the Comittee’s general recommendations an&h'ldren'

the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. 218. The representative lawowledged that stereotyping of
women and men still existed in Thai society, but there was
growing awareness of the impact of gender stereotypes.

Thailand NCWA had conducted a research project with regard to

stereotypes in textbooks, and the Ministry of Education was

213. The Comrittee considered the combined second andvising textbooks. There had been increasing enrolment of

third periodic reports of Thailand (CEDAW/C/THA/2-3) atwomen in traditionally male-dominated fields. The media had

its 417th and 418th meetings, on 29 January 1999 (s&lo begun to address stereotypes in programmes that

CEDAWI/C/SR.417 and 418). presented women'’s views and gender perspectives, but the
mass media in Thailand sometimes portrayed women and girls
(a) Introduction by the State party in accordance with traditional stereotypes.

214. In her opening statement, a representative of tB&9. The representative noted that since the submission of
Government of Thailand noted that at the time of its accessitite previous report, significant efforts had been made to
to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms ofaddress the sexual exploitation of and trafficking in women
Discrimination against Women in 1985, Thailand had madend children. New legislation had been introduced, and
seven reservations, five of which had been withdrawn BYCWA was currently formulating a national plan of action
1995. The representative indicated that efforts had been maaetrafficking of women and children. Domestic violence
to amend laws to allow for the withdrawal of the reservatioagainst women and children had also been the focus of
to article 16 of the Convention, which deals with family lifegovernment activity, while comprehensive measures to
and marriage. However, several laws relating to family lifprevent child labour had also been introduced.

Fiiscriminated against women, and traditional attitudes, The representative noted thathaligh there had been
impeded attempts to amend those laws. some progress in that regard, the participation of women in
215. The representative noted that anti-discriminatigrolitical and public life remained low. She noted that women
legislation had been proposed but rejected by Thailandisually entered traditional occupations and bore primary
legislators because the Constitution, promulgatetid@8, responsibility for family obligations.

already stipulated equality between women and men aﬂgl. The representative indicated that the 1998 labour

prohibited discrimination on the basis of sex. Other laws al?ﬂotection code provided for gender equality in employment
included the principle of gender equality.
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and prohibited sexual harassment. NCWA, in collaboration 227. The @teemotes that the recent financial crisis has
with the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare, would been affecting the country’s economic and social development
establish a system to monitor that legislation so thatitcould and is an impediment to the implementation of the
be enforced effectively. Convention.

228. The Comirittee is concerned that traditional attitudes
that foster discrimination against women and girls continue
Introduction to prevail and to hinder the full implementation of the

222. The Comiittee expresses its appreciation to thgonvennon.

Government of Thailand for its candid and comprehensiv&29. The Comrittee is concerned with the continued
report, a supplementary report, as well as the additiorgXistence of Thailand’s reservation to article 16 of the
information and written responses to the numerous questidagnvention which relates to marriage and family life.

put forward by the pre-session working group, as well as the

clear responses provided in the oral presentation made by the Principal areas of concern and recommendations

representative of Thailand. The Committee also notes that %0 The Comrittee expresses its concern at the lack of
interactive nature of thg (;ountry’s preser!tation was useful fgffective law enforcement mechanisms and the lack of cases
the purpose of sustaining a constructive dialogue with 'Fﬁed by women in the courts on the basis of constitutional

members. guarantees. The Committee urges NCWA to study
223. The Comrnttee commends the Government for ctitasional developments in othepantries and practical
withdrawing five reservations to the Convention, and ways of strengthening the capacity of women to use the
encourages it to continue its effort to withdraw the two Constitution to ensure gender equality.

remaining reservations. It particularly commends efforts %931 The Comrittee remains concerned that ther@ention
withdraw the reservation to article 16 relating to family Iiqu not directly applicable in the courts in Thailand and that

and marriage. there is no separate law exclusively dealing with

discrimination against women. The absence of a definition of
discrimination congruent with the Convention in the

224. The Comrittee commends the efforts undertaken bgonstitution is also of serious concern.

NCWA, in particular in formulating new laws and researchy 3, - The Comiittee recommends the introduction of specific

based policy recommendations. The Committee notggy-discrimination legislation in compliance with article 1
the cooperation with NCWA and non-governmentad ihe Convention.

organizations in that regard.

(b) Concluding comments of the Committee

Positive aspects

) } ] 233. Noting the preniling traditional attitudes affecting the
225. The Committee is pleased to note that te&ntion  4qyancement of Thai women, the Committee recommends that
and the Beijing Platform for Action have had a visible impacignsitization programmes for policy makers, administrators,

on the policies and laws of Thailand and in the realization @fqa| personnel and other professionalgilved in the health
gender equality in the country. The Corittee welcomes the 5,4 education sector be provided. The Committee

new Constitution, which guarantees efityebetween women o commends that school textbooks be revised to eliminate

and men and includes provisions to promote the equikreotyped images of women and girls and to include
employment of women and men. women’s human rights issues.

226. The Comiittee welcomes legislative measures 0834 The Comittee is concerned about the under-

trafficking, prostitution, nationality, employment and childgpresentation of women in politics and decision-making
labour introduced from 1992 to 1998, as well as thg ctyres, including the judicial system. It emphasizes the
compulsory education policies that have been adopted, whigh, ortance of fostering a political and social environment
indicate that the Government of Thailand has made serioyshqucive to women’s promotion in all sectors of public and

efforts to integrate the standards of the Convention infgate jife. The Committee recommends the introduction of

domestic laws and policies. affirmative action policies or temporary special measures in
accordance with article 4, paragraph 1, of then@ention,

Factors and difficulties affecting the with goals and timetables to address the situation.

implementation of the Convention .
235. Reognizing that the Government has successfully

raised the legal employment age from 12 to 15 years by
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extending compulsory education from 6 to 9 years, the stereotypes. It also recommends that the media be encouraged
Committee continues to be concerned about the early drop-out  to portray girls and wonmmstereotyped ways.

of girls from school and their early entry into the labour force246 The Comiittee encourages the Government to give full
The Co’mmlttee takes note of the proposal to introduce g tion to the needs of rural women and to ensure that they
children’s rights law and recommends that the Governmel%nefit from policies and programmes in all areas, in

ensure that its provisions conform with the Convention on trb%rticular access to decision-making, health, education and
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, o1 services

and the relevant provisions of the Convention on the Rights
of the Child. 247. The Comrittee is concerned that the current Name Law

and other laws operate so as to restrict women'’s access to

236. The Committee expresses its concern about the statHSyit and land ownership when they marry foreigners.
of women migrant workers. In particular, the Committee is

concerned about cross-border trafficking in women and girid48. The Comriitee strongly recommends the timely
forced prostitution and the commercial sex industry. introduction of the proposed amended Names Act and the

) Nationality Law.
237. The Comrnttee strongly recommends that the

Government consider the issue of migration and commerc#9. The Comrittee requests the Government of Thailand
sex work as a critical human rights issue. to provide information addressing the concerns raised in the

. present concluding comments in its next periodic report
238. The Comirttee recommends that the Governmer]Jequireol under article 18 of the Convention

explore the possibility of cooperation with other countries and

coordination with non-governmental organizations whe#0. The Comrittee requests the wide dissemination in
introducing measures to address the issue. Thailand of the present concluding comments in order to

) .. ... make the people of Thailand, and in particular government
239. The Commtee EXpresses concern about h'”'t,”b%dministrators and politicians, aware of the steps that have
women and glr!s, whose rights may not be eﬁeCt'Vell}feen taken to ensudke jureand de facto equality for women
protected by national laws. and the further steps that are required in that regard. It also
240. The Comrnttee recommends the introduction of requeststhe Government to continue to disseminate widely,
legislation and other measures to protect effectively the rights  and in particular to women’s and human rights organizations,
of hill-tribe women and girls. the Convention, the Committee’s general recommendations

241. The Comiittee expresses its concern at the high suicic?@d the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action.

rate, as well as the prevalence of mental illness, among

women. 3. Third and fourth periodic reports
242. The Comritee recommends that the Government

conduct research into these matters and include information  China

on them in the next report.

243. Reognizing that sexual harassment, rape, domesfid1l. The Comrittee considered the combined third and
violence and marital rape, whether in the family, théurth periodic reports of China (CEDAW/C/CHN/3-4 and
community or the workplace, constitute violations of women’€orr.1 and Add.1 and 2) at its 419th to 421st meetings, on 1
right to personal security and bodily integrity, the Committeand 2 February 1999 (see CEDAW/C/SR.419-421).
urges the Government of Thailand to amend the penal caflédendum 2 to the third and fourth periodic reports covered
in the light of the Declaration on the Elimination of Violencehe implementation of the Convention by the Government of
against Women and general recommendation 19 of ttiee Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, over which
Committee. the Government of China resumed the exercise of sovereignty

244, The Comiittee is concerned that traditional stereotype%n 1 July 1997.

of women and men are reflected in some laws and portrayed )

in school text books and through the media, thereby@ Introduction by the State party

undermining positive policies relating to gender equality. 252. The representative of China, in his oduction, noted

245. The Comtittee urges that a review be made of laws ari@f@t the Government of China had always attached great

policies and school text books in order to remove genddpPortance to the implementation of the Convention. The
present report, covering the years 1989 to 1995, had been

drafted under the leadership of the National Committee on
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Women and Children under the State Council, a body participation in development, quite a number of women in
composed of 23 ministries and commissions of the rural areas lived in poverty, more than 100 million women
Government, and five non-governmental organizations. were still illiterate, and in the transition from a planned

253. Therepresentative highlighted the gradual improvem@r&onomy to a market eaomy and the reform process, large

in the situation of women in political participation, educationr,]urm"_arS ,Of women Work‘?rs,had been laid off and were
periencing difficulties finding new employment. The

health care and employment during the reporting period. Kgperenc ¢ ) ltical It il | incid
the same time, he noted that the equal rights of women i FICIp:":\tIOﬂ ofwomen in po iica lie was still low, Inci ents_
violations of women'’s rights continued to occur and certain

not been fully realized. The elimination of discriminatior?’ V" ! evil isted hasized. h hat hi
against women was being pursued through the developm(?ﬂf:"gl evils persisted. He emphasized, however, that his

of the national economy and the strengthening of the |eg\%pvernment was determmgd to cgntmue Its effprtg, and
system. elcomed the support of the international community in that

regard.
254. The Law of the People’s Republic of China on the

Protection of the Rights and Interests of Women (t 58'_ The _repres.enta'\ti\'/e of t.he HF"?Q Kong Special
Women's Law), adopted in 1992, cditated the first basic Administrative Region, in introducing theitial report of the

law to protect women’s rights and interests in ong Kong Special Administrative Region
comprehensive and systematic manner. It defined foﬁ?EDAW/C/CHN/S'MAdd' 2), noted that the Government

principles and set out the rights of women in the politicaﬁfCh'na had resumed the exercise of sovereignty over Hong

cultural, educational, labour and economic sphere, as well5Qn9; with effect from 1 Jul1997,under the principle of

in marriage and the family and with regard to the p(—:‘rson."one country, two systems”. The Convention had been
extended to Hong Kong on 14 October 1996 and had

255. The Programme for the Development of Chines@mained in force since the reunification on 1 July 1997.
Women, formulated in 1995 in the light of the g 9 Th ) dthat th ) fth
Platform for Action, constituted the first Comprehensivg5 - The representative noted that the Basic Law of the Hong

programme on the overall plan of action for Women,gong Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic

development. The Programme was aimed at encouragfﬁf i h|n?,fthedconst|tut||o_narll docu;ntfant o;the Refglor!,dlncludecé
government entities at various levels to take concrete st st ofiundamental rights and freedoms of residents an

for women'’s political participation, employment, educatio ther PErsons in the Reg'|on, applicable tp women a_nd men.
The Basic Law also provided for the continuing application

and health care, thus further implementing in practice th he | ional C Civil and Political Ridh q
concept of gender equality as stipulated in the law. Amo the nterqatlona ovenant on Civi andro |t.|ca ghts an
g International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural

the main measures taken to ensure implementation of h dthe H K Bill of Rights Ordi
Women’'s Law were the establishment of specialize'aIg ts, and the Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance.

agencies, the formulation of implementation measures bythe 260. The representative explained that in the period between
various levels of administration in the light of local 1996 al®P8, a legislative review had beendertaken
conditions, nationwide legal awareness campaigns, and leading to the enactment of a number of amendments and
review and monitoring of implementation. ordinances to eliminate discriminatory or unfair treatment of

256. The representative noted that the report also discus$&ynen: The r?ghts of women were a.lsolprotec'.ted by
the steps taken by the Government of China to implement th}@lslatlon that included the Sex Discrimination Ordinance
Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. Additional{(1995) and the Family Status Discrimination Ordinance

information had been submitted to the Coittee concerning ,(1997)‘ The Equal Opport'unres CO'mmISS.IOH, an
measures taken from 1996 to mid-1998, including tHgdepeno!ent statutory qrg.anlz'atlon es.tab'lls'hedlln 1996, was
revision of laws, improved action against criminal activitiegzespon_s'bIe for the elimination of discrimination and the
targeted at women and children, and re-employment measu%%mouo,n O,f eq.ualllty l:_)etween women and men, for enforglng

for workers laid off in the economic restructuring. Follow-uﬁhe an_tl-dlscnmmatlon ordinances and for handling
action taken by relevant government institutions to implemeﬁ?mplamts'

the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action were als@61. The Government's Policy Groups, chaired by the Chief
covered. Activities of non-governmental organizations in Secretary for Administration and attended by senior
protecting women'’s rights and interests were also included representatives of the policy bureaux, ensured coordination
in the report. among the various bureaux on all matters concerning women.

257. Inconclusion, the representative noted that despite the 262. The improvement ofitioa posl status of women
tremendous amount of work done to promote women'’s full in Hong Kong was apparent in different ard2897In
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women accounted for 39 per cent of the total working Positive aspects

21 and 36 per cent of the legal, accounting and med'qﬁhicative of the political will of the Government to eliminate

professions. discrimination and to advance equality between women and
263. The Government of the Hong Kong Special men. The Gtemreaffirms thatthe Conventionrecognizes
Administrative Region was committed to providing equal thatwomen’s rights include civil, political, economic, social
access to and opportunities in education, which included nine  and cultural rights and that they are an inalienable, integral
years of free and universal basic education. More than half and indivisible part of universal human rights.

the university graduates in 1997 were women. 272. The Comrttee commends the Government for further

264. Women’s health remainedyavernment priority, and strengthening the legislative framework to ensure equality
a range of health-care services was available to women, betweenwomen and men. It notes in particular the 1992 Law
including with regard to reproductive health. Hong Kong’'s onthe Protection of the Rights and Interests of Women (the
infant mortality rate was among the lowest in the world, and Women'’s Law)] #9& Mother and Child Health Law, the
women'’s life expectancy was 82.2 years. 1996 and 1997 amendments to the criminal law with regard
265. The representative noted that China had entered se%Hakamg in women, the 1996 Law on the Prot.ect|on Qf
reservations and declarations in respect of the applicationtgia nghts a'm_d Interests of the Elderly concerning §OC|aI
pcurity provisions for the elderly, and the recent revision of

the Convention to Hong Kong. These would be kept und@ )
review. the law on adoption.

266. In conclusion, the representative welcomed t|%573- The Comrittee commends thg Governme'nt for the
Committee’s views and suggestions in support of the fuqallaboratlon of programmes to ensure implementation of those
implementation of the Convention laws, and especially the Programme for the Development of

Chinese Women (1995-2000). It notes the achievements of
the Government in ensuring social and economic rights for
hundreds of millions of people. It also notes that economic
Introduction reforms in recent years havedught about strong and steady
267. The Comiittee expresses its appreciation to th&conomic growth. The Committee commends the efforts of

Government of China for submitting its combined third anth€ Government to combine economic restructuring with
fourth periodic reports. However, the Committee notes thg@ncern for the social well-being of China’s citizens. It

the report insufficiently follows the Committee’s guideline§0mme”d5' in particular, the Government's efforts to alleviate
for the preparation of periodic reports. In particular, thBOVerty, to address the unemployment of women, to modify
report does not incorporate sufficient statistical daf@ender stereotypes, including in the mass media, to initiate

disaggregated by sex, comparing the current situation to ﬂ!\%@&' awareness campaiglns and to reduce illiteracy of women
at the time of the previous report. in rural areas. The Committee also commends the work of the

) . All China Women'’s Federation in implementing government
268. The Comiittee commends the Government for its Oraﬁolicy for gender equality

presentation of the report, and for the detailed oral and written

replies, including statistical information, to the questiong”4: The Comritee welcomes the overall increase of
posed by the Committee. facilities and persnnel for maternal health care, the greater

. . access to family planning services and to primary health care.
269. The Comitiee commends the Government for havmg[ commends the Government for its collaboration with

sent a high-level and large delegation that included specialigﬁ FPA to initiate a pilot family planning programme, based

from different departmer_1ts Ofth? gentrgl Goverlnment, as wey voluntary participation, information and freedom of choice.
as the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, headed bﬁﬁe Committee welcomes in particular the Government'’s

the Permanent Representative of China to the United Natioeﬁong and unequivocal objection to the use of coercive

270. The Comiittee notes that Chinese women constitutmeasures in implementation of its population policy.
more than one fifth of the world’'s women.

(b) Concluding comments by the Committee: China

275. The Comiittee commends the Government for hosting,
in September 1995, the Fourth World Conference on Women
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and for its subsequent efforts to implement the Beijing83. Although the Convention is an integral part of Chinese
Declaration and Platform for Action. The Committee law, the Cdttemis concerned that the Women'’s Law does
emphasizes that the Convention constitutes the legal basis and  not containtéodeffrdiscrimination against women. It
framework for the implementation of the Platform for Action. is also concerned that the Women’s Law does not provide for
effective remedies in cases of violation of the law. It is unclear
Factors and difficulties affecting the whether the Convention can be, or ever has baergked in
implementation of the Convention a court of law, and what the outcome of such cases might have

276. The Comirittee notes that the great size and diversitt))/een'

of China pose special challenges to the realization of equal&$4. The Comiittee recommends that the Government adopt
between women and men. legislation that expressly prohibits gender discrimination,
277. The Comiittee notes that the persistence ofprejudic'QCIUdmg unintentional and indirect discrimination, in

: . . atacordance with the definition in article 1 of the@@sention.
and stereotypical attitudes concerning the role of women an )
also recommends that the Government improve the

men in the family and in society, based on views of male ~ "~ . . . .
Y Y availability of means of redress, including legal remedies,

superiority and the subordination of women, constitutes a )

P 4 . . . under the Women’s Law. The Government should provide
serious impediment to the full implementation of th(? . T .
Convention egal aid to women who suffer discrimination in its various

' . _ forms, to assist them in the realization of their rights. It should

278. The Comrittee considers that the gap between thglso widely publicize all these measures so that adequate
situation of women in urban areas and those in rural aRGforcement of the law can be ensured. The Committee
remote areas constitutes a major obstacle to the fulcommends further that the Government adopt measures and

implementation of the Convention. allocate resources at both the central and provincial levels to

279. The Comiitiee notes with concern the adverse impadfonitor implementation of the various laws on gender
of economic restructuring on women in the triios froma  equality.
planned economy to a market@wmy, and in particular the 285. The Comriittee is concerned about the diverse forms
gender-specific consequences for women’s employment agfdviolence against women in China, including custodial
re-employment. violence, sexual abuse, domestic violence, sexual violence
and sexual harassment in the workplace. The Committee is
Principal areas of concern and recommendations also concerned that economic conditions may contribute to

280. The Comiittee is concerned that the Government'&" increase in violence against women.

approach to the implementation of the Convention has @86. The Comiittee recommends that the Government
apparent focus on the protection of women rather than eRamine and revise its laws and policies on violence against
their empowerment. Thus, the central machinery responsittdemen in the light of the Committee’s general
for government policy is the National Working Corittee on  recommendation 19. This should include adoption of a special
Women and Children, perpetuating the identification daw on domestic violence and provision of services for
women with children. Similarly, in the area of women'ssurvivors, such as shelters and hotlines. The handling of
health, there is a focus on mother-child health, limited t@omestic violence cases should be systematically included in
women'’s reproductive function. Likewise, labour laws anthe training of law enforcement officials and health-care
regulations overemphasize the protection of women. personnel. The Committee urges the Government to regulate

281. The Comriiitee recommends that the Government re€Xual harassment and to provide legal remedies for women
examine its approach to realizing gender equality, with aictims of sexual harassment in the workplace. The
emphasis on the human rights framework of the Conventi&?,mm'ttee requests the Government to pro.V|de |nfo'rmat|on
and the empowerment of women. The Government shoulyitS Néxt report on procedures for ensuring the rights of
encourage a country-wide social dialogue that advocaté§Men in custody to protection from sexual abuse and for
equality between women and men, and a comprehensﬁl@cnon'ng prison officers responsible for such abuse.

public campaign aimed at changing traditional attitudes. 287. The Comiittee recommends that the Government

282 The Comriitee recommends that the Governmerfionsider the possibility of extending an invitation to the

examine and enhance the structure, authority and resourc@§cial Rapporteur on Violence against Women, including

of the national machinery for the advancement of women 1S causes and consequences, to visit China and all its
provinces.
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288. The Comiittee is concerned that prostitution, which  Coitiee urges the Government to revisénsol textbooks
is often a result of poverty and economic deprivation, is and curricula to eliminate gender stereotypes and to include
illegal in China. the achievement of gender equality as a societal goal in its

289. The Comrnttee recommends decriminalization Ofaducanon policy.

prostitution. Given the HIV/AIDS pandemic, the Conttee 296. The Comrttee is concerned about the economic

also recommends that due attention be paid to health services situation of women in the transition from a centrally planned
for women in prostitution. The Government is also urged to to a market economy. The rising unemployment of women,
take measures for the rehabilitation and reintegration of difficulties in finding new employment, the lack of
prostitutes into society. enforcement of labour laws for women workers and the

290. Notwithstanding the serious efforts of the Governmeﬁ?ntinumg categorization of certain jobs as unsuitable for
omen are of particular concern. The Committee is concerned

to combat trafficking in women, the Committee expresses 1S

concern about reports in some localities of corrupt officialtg‘at retraining of unemployed women for lOb,S in the service
sector may lead to further gender segregation of the labour

who are involved or colluding in the trade in women; i ) .
including through payments from prostitutes. market', with women being trapped in low-wage septors. The
Committee notes with concern that women aeefd with age
291. The Comnttee urges the Government to investigat@iscrimination as they seek re-employment. It is also
reports of local officials’ involvement in trafficking and theconcerned that an overemphasis on the protection of, rather
exploitation of prostitution, and to prosecute all persongan equal opportunities for, women in the labour market
engaged in such practices. perpetuates stereotypes and creates additional obstacles for
292. The Comiittee is concerned that the proportionafvomen competing in a market economy. The Committee notes
representation of women in all spheres of public life, andpat the situation of women workers in special economic
especially at the higher decision-making levels, has increas&n€s also remains a concern.

only minimally since the consideration of China’s secondlg7. The Comrittee is concerned about the consequences
report. of women’s loss of employment, or of interrupted

293. The Comriittee urges the Government to adop@Mployment, on women's rights to housing, health care and
temporary special measures within the meaning of article @0cial security.

paragraph 1 of the Convention to increase the number 2§g. The Comriittee urges the Government to analyse, from
women at the higher echelons of Government. The womerygender perspective, the effects of its economic policies, and
talent bank of the All China Women'’s Federation should bg take steps to mitigate andenteract their negative effects
used extensively to increase the percentage of women inghwomen. In addition to enforcing existing labour laws, the
public bodies. The Government should also encouraggmmittee invites the Government to increase women's
gender-balance in the composition of village committees means of redress against discrimination and inequality at
294. Notwithstanding the Government's jitoee efforts and Work, including by promoting the recognition of women’s
achievements in reducing illiteracy, the Committee igghtto participate in workers’ organizations and their right
concerned about the disproportionate persistence of illiterdéystrike.

among women, especially women in rural and remote are289. The Comiittee recognizes that population growth is
and among ethnic and religious minority women. Thg genuine and severe problem and that considerable progress
Committee also notes a lack of information concerning theys heen made in providing family planning services, but
situation of women in science and technology. expresses concern about various aspects of the

295. The Comiittee recommends that the Government adofiflPlementation of China’s population policy, including the
a specific time-frame, with budgetary and resource allocatio/lowing:

for the achievement of universal literacy and primary  (a) The Committee notes with concern that only 14
fees, which often result in the exclusion of girls from enjoyingnd  family planning overwhelmingly a woman's

their right to education, particularly in poor rural areasesponsibility. In the light of the fact that vasectomy is far less
Special measures and incentives should be introducedid¢rysive and costly than tubal ligation, targeting mainly

ensure that girls are able to fully utilize access to primagyomen for sterilization may amount to discrimination;

education, and are given opportunities for secondary and b)  Notwith dina the G <l L

higher education and vocational training. Likewise, the ( ), otwithstanding the overnmentscear rejection
of coercive measures, there are consistent reports of abuse
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and violence by local family planning officials. These include 303. The Cittearecommends that all government policy
forced sterilizations and abortions, arbitrary detention and and planning for rural areas, including micro-credit, small
house demiitions, particularly in rural areas and among enterprise development and other income-generating projects,
ethnic minorities; be developed with the full and active participation of rural
omen. Urgent attention should be given to addressing
men’s suicide rates through measures such as the provision
consequence of the population policy, owing to th8 mental health services and a better understanding of the

discriminatory tradition of son preference. The shortage GRUSES of these suicides. Women's studies centres could be

females may also have long-term implications regardi@couraged .to undertake the necessary research. The
trafficking in women: overnment is urged to ensure that women have equal

enjoyment of land rights independent of their marital status.
(d) The Committee is concerned about illegal

practices of sex-selective abortion, female infanticide and t?f
non-registration and abandonment of female children. THEP . C
Committee expresses particular concern about the statu§GpPNOMY- The Committee r'equests that this issue be
“out-of-plan” and unregistered children, many of them girl?ﬁddreSSEd in the Government's next report.

who may be officially non-existent and thus not entitled t805. The Comiittee urges the Government to integrate, in
education, health care or other social benefits. its next report, statistical information under each article of the

300. The Comiittee urges the Government to examine thgonvgntion, to proviQe analysig of the situqtion. of women

ways in which its population policy is implemented at thQVer time, as well as in comparison to the situation of men,

local level and initiate an open public debate thereon. It urgﬁg thaF an assessme.nt can be made OT the factual progress
the Government to promote information, education armade in implementation of the Convention.

counsdling, in order to underscore the principle of306. In the light of the diversity of theomntry and its
reproductive choice, and to increase male responsibility in  population, the Committee repeats the request it made in its
this regard. The Government should make clear that coercive concluding comments on China’s second periodic report, that
and violent measures are prohibited and enforce such the Government provide in its reports a breakdown of
prohibition through fair legal procedures that sanction information by provinces and autonomous regions and also
officials acting in excess of their authority. The Committee include information on ethnic minorities particularly the
urges the Government to introduce gender-sensitivity training ghyand Tibetan peoples.

for family planning officials.

(c) The Committee is concerned about the growin
disparity in the male/female sex ratio at birth as an unintend

Q4. The Comiittee notes that there is no discussion in the
ort of women’s participation in the informal sector of the

307. The Comiittee urges the Government to translate the

301. Reognizing that male children, especially in rural and  Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
remote areas, remain responsible for supporting people in old against Women into local languages. It recommends a
age, the Government should explicitly address the linkages comprehensive public campaign to improve legal literacy of
between economic security in old age and its family planning the Convention and to raise awareness of geligeaequa
policies. It should take all appropriate measures to modify and  a societal goal and of women'’s rights as human rights. It also
eliminate son preferenciater alia, by expanding educational recommends gender-sensitization training on the basis of the
and employment opportunities for women in rural areas. Theonv@ntion for allgovernment officials and cadres. The
Government should enforce laws against sex-selective Committee urges the Government to initiate broad public
abortion, female infanticide and abandonment of children and  discussions in the various provincesaoichaus regions
remove all legal disabilities from “out-of-plan” and inthe preparation of its fifth periodic report under article 18
unregistered children. of the Convention.

302. The Comiittee is concerned that traditional attitudes ) )

and prejudices against women remain particularly pronounceff) Concluding comments by the Committee:
in rural areas. It notes, in particular, the lack of opportunities 10N Kong Special Administrative Region
for rural women to benefit fully from the economic progress Introduction

of China, and that T”ra' women face Iosg of proper_ty rights 8. The Comiittee expresses its appreciation to the
aresult of change in marital status. In this regard, it notes thtzjx

. ?vernment of China, Hong Kong Special Administrative
some 70 per cent of agricultural workers are women and tlﬁ\ ; NP .
. X . . . . egion, for submitting, in a timely manner, an extremely well-
this requires particular attention. The Committee is als

concerned about the high rates of suicide amona rural worm Sructured and informative initial report. It commends the
9 9 Chvernment oniits oral presentation of the report and for the
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detailed oral and written replies, including statistical indirect, to complement the prohibition of discrimination in
information, to the questions posed by the Committee. civil law under the Sex Discrimination Ordinance.

309. The Comrnttee notes that there are many non317. Notwithstanding the important mandate and valuable
governmental organizations working actively in Hong Kong  work of the Equal Opportunities Commission, thetéamm

for the full implementation of the Convention. is concerned about the absengeeéenmental mechanism
for the advancement of women in Hong Kong charged with
Positive aspects the pro-active development of policy and long-term strategies

310. The Comiittee commends the Government of Chin&" gender equality.

for the continuing applicability of the Convention to the Hon@18. The Comrittee recommends that the Government of the
Kong Special Administrative Region following resumptiorHong Kong Special Administrative Region establish a high-
of Chinese sovereignty over Hong Kong on 1 July 18@der level central mechanism with appropriate powers and
the principle of “one country, two systems”. It notes that theesources to develop and coordinate a women-focused policy
Government has disseminated the Convention, includiagd long-term strategy to ensure effective implementation of
through the Internet. the Convention.

311. The Committee welcomes the guarantee of human rights9. The Comiittee expresses concern that the electoral
and fundamental freedoms of women and men, containedsystem of the Region contains structural obstacles to the equal
the Hong Kong Basic Law and in the Bill of Rights Ordinancepolitical participation of women, which is indirect

It also notes the recent adoption and revision of laws tiscrimination against women, especially with respect to the
eliminate discrimination against women. The Committefginctional constituencies.

commends, in particular, the Sex Discrimination Ordinaneg g Tnhe Comiittee urges the Government to take all

of 1995 and the establishment theneler of the Equal measures necessary to ensure the equal representation of
Opportunities Commission as an independent statutory bagymen in all constituencies, including rural committees, on
and with adequate resources, responsible for addressiggpasis of the principle of universal and equal suffrage, in

complaints on discrimination and promoting gender equalify.cordance with the Committee’s general recommendation
through public education and other means. 23

312. The Comiittee welcomes the recent judicial decisioyoq  The Comiittee notes the low representation of women

which has enforced the right to non-discrimination by, 4overnmental advisory boards and statutory committees,
recognizing that a non-marital child can claim residence if\.\ el as in the civil service and the judiciary.

the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region on the basis )
of the residence rights of either her mother or father. 322. The Comttee recommends that the Government make

use of affirmative action and temporary special measures in
313. The Comrittee expresses satisfaction at the high levelcorgance with article 4, paragraph 1, of then@ention to
of literacy and the universal system of free education.  g5jize women'’s right to participation in all areas of public
life and particularly at high levels of decision-making. It also
Factors and difficulties affecting the recommends that the Government study the experience of
implementation of the Convention other countries in using quotas, timetables for achieving
314. The Comrittee notes with concern that China haspecified goals and databases on women candidates, with a
entered seven reservations and declarations in respect of\i@ to applying them in Hong Kong.
provisions of the Convention as applied to Hong Kong. Gf23. The Comiittee is concerned that the Domestic
particular concern is the reservation exempting “the affaikgolence Ordinance applies only to physical abuse in marital
of religious denominations or orders” from the scope of th@ations, and that it does not provide for counselling and
Convention. treatment of offenders. It also notes with concern that the
report does not contain information on rape and that marital
Principal areas of concern and recommendations rape is not considered a criminal offence in the Hong Kong
315. The Comiittee expresses concern that the Basic LawPecial Administrative Region.
does not contain a prohibition of discrimination againg$24. The Comrttee recommends that the Government
women. enhance services for survivors of domestic violence, including
316. The Comiittee recommends the adoption of &omestic workers, with a view to their empowerment and
constitutional definition of discrimination, both direct and€habilitation, including theugh psychological counselling,
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legal aid, temporary shelter and appropriate health services. 332. Theittmamecommends that the principle of equal

The Committee also urges the amendment of existing pay for work of equal value be included in relevant legislation

legislation to include marital rape as a criminal offence. It and that criteria be established to determine the measure of
requests the Government to provide information on sexual equal value in a largely gender-segregated labour market.

crimes, ipcluding rape and mgrital rape, in its next FePOY33  The Comiittee encourages the Government to review
under article 18 of the Convention. regularly the reservations entered to the Convention. It urges
325. The Comiittee notes that while prostitution itself is not  the Government to amend all laws that are incompatible with
unlawful, provisions to ensure the health and safety of sex the Convention, including those relating to immigration and
workers are unclear, and there may be discrimination against to pension schemes, with a view to removing the relevant
women in the enforcement of related crimes. reservations. In particular, it encourages the Government to

326. The Comrittee recommends that adequate regulatior‘?éiminate discrimination against indigenous women following
to protect women sex workers be put in place and enforcdlf review of ;he small house policy. Thg Corrrl1m|ttee alsp
It also recommends that the Government monitor the linig1coUrages the Government to re-examine the reservation

between the presence of migrant women, a regulatdl'l’?éat'nglto the favograbl;—:‘ treatment ofV\gomen in respehgt Ef
approach to prostitution and trafficking in women. abour law protectlon of pregnancy an maternity, whic
might well be in accordance with articles 4, paragraph 1, and

labour contract for migrant workers with provision fofeligious denominations.

minimum wages, but it is concerned that these workers c%§4 The Comii . he G hold publi
be exposed to abuse and custodial violence. ) e Comntiee invites the Government o hold public

consultations with non-governmental organizations in the

328. The Comnttee recommends that the Governmerfrocess of the implementation of the Convention and when
monitor and take action to protect women migrant workeksreparing its second periodic report.

from abuse and violence, as well as to prevent such violence. . .
335. The Comiittee requests the Government of China and

329. Noting that over 50 per cent oegent university the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
graduates were women, the Committee is neverthelglggion to provide information addressing the concerns raised
concerned at the degree of segregation in the educatioppkne present concluding comments in the next periodic

specialization of women and men and at the low percentag&ort required under article 18 of the Convention.

of women in the higher levels of the teaching professions and . . . L
academia. 336. The Comittee requests the wide dissemination in

China and the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of
330. The Comrittee recommends the adoption of temporare present concluding comments, in order to make the people
special measures aimed at increasing de facto equalyChina and the Region, and particularly its government
between women and men within the meaning of article 4gministrators, politicians and senior level cadres aware of
paragraph 1 of the Convention, to increase the numbergk steps that had been taken to enslegureand de facto
women in non-traditional areas of education, especially gyuality for women and further steps that are required in that
science, technology and engineering, and to promote wom@iyard. It also requests the Government to continue to
from junior and auxiliary pasions in teaching and academiagisseminate widely, and in particular to women’s and human
to senior positions. It urges the Government to address thignts organizations, the Convention, the Committee’s general

perpetuation of gender stereotypes and to allocate adequai@®mmendations and the Beijing Declaration and Platform
resources for gender studies programmes. for Action.

331. Noting the growing participation of women in the

formal economy and the low level of unemployment of .

women, the Committee is nonetheless concerned about thé' Fourth periodic reports

large discrepancies in wages earned by men and women. The )

Committee is also concerned about the highly Colombia

disproportionate number of women in the lowest wage levels,

especially given the absence of minimum wage laws. TI87. The Comrittee considered the fourth periodic report

Committee is also concerned that the contraction of tlid Colombia (CEDAW/C/COL/4) at its 422nd and 423rd

manufacturing sector affects particularly low-skilled womermeetings, on 3 February 1999 (see CEDAW/C/SR.422 and
423).
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needs. She also described the effects of armed conflict on
women.

338. Inintioducing the report, the representativederlined 344 The representative informed the Coitiee that

the commitment of the Government of Colombia to the gogjomen’s representation in public life in Colombia was still
of gender equality. She noted that that commitment Wggy, ¢ that the President had recently appointed two women
manifested in the Plan for Equal Opportunities betwegqinisters. While there had been some increase in the
Women and Men, which was in the process of being adoptgfgiment of girls at the primary level, their educational level

and which was part of the National Plan for Developmenj, s s;ill lower than boys. itiatives to improve girls’ access

The coordinating institution for the plan would be thg, eqycation included a project to address stereotyped
National Office for Equality for Women, the governmentayihooks and promote coeducation.

agency responsible for coordinating activities to promote the ] ] )
equality and participation of women. The Plan would be 345. The representative noted that an increasing number of

significant part of the implementation of the international/omen were entering the labour market, in particular in urban

commitments for the advancement of women, including tH&€as- However, despite their level of education, they received
Beijing Platform for Action. lower wages than men and occupied fewer decision-making

o } ositions. In addition, women were affected by
339. The representative indicated that article 13 of the 19§il1employment.

Constitution incorporated the concept of equality between o )
women and men as a fundamental right. She also noted tR46: The representative indicated that life expectancy was
article 93 of the Constitution provided that treaties tooR4-3 years for men and 73.24 years for women. The

precedence over domestic legislation and were drawn on ffgvernment had adoptgd a series.of measures with regard to
interpretation of the Bill of Rights. sexual and reproductive health in the General System of

Social Security in Health and had launched several

340. Among the cortgutional mechanisms to ensure thgntormation campaigns, including on HIV/AIDS prevention.
effective exercise of human rights in Colombia veazion

de tutela which allowed individuals to seek protection of47- The representative emphasized thatimportant advances
fundamental human rights in the courts. Laws could also #@d been made to integrate the gender perspective in the rural
brought before the courts and declared untitmsonal. The S€ctor.

representative noted that a large body of jurisprudence with . .
regard to human rights had developed over the eight yeal®) Concluding comments of the Committee

since the adoption of the 1991 Caitstion. 348. The Comrittee expresses its appreciation to the

341. The representative informed the Coittee that recent Government of Colombia for its fourth report, which contains
activities of the National Office for Equisy for Women had a comprehensive, candid and critical account of the progress
included support to women'’s organizations in activities tthat has been achieved since the submission of the previous
promote political participation and citizenship, thdeport. The report describes the difficulties and obstacles that
strengthening of women’s networks, as well as the discussidill impede the implementation of the Convention and the

with women’s organizations on the National Developmefogrammes that have been implemented to promote the
Plan, 1998-2002. advancement of women and the exercise of their rights.

342. The representative indicated that Law 294 on violend49. The presence of the delegation headed by the Director
in the family had been adopted in 1996 and that the Inte®f the National Office for Equality for Women, at a time when
American Convention for the Prevention, Punishment arfi@e country is suffering the consequences of a disaster caused
Eradication of Violence against Women had also bedly an earthquake that has plunged the nation into a terrible
ratified. She also described Law 360, adopted997, which tragedy, is testimony to the importance that the Government
increased penalties for violence. In addition, the title of thfef Colombia attaches to the Convention. The Committee
chapter of the Penal Code relating to sexual crimes had b&lggPply appreciates this gesture, which underscores the
amended to emphasize such crimes as the violation pylitical will of the Government to improve the status of
personal freedom and dignity, rather than morals. women in Colombia.

343. The representative noted that dasggd women faced 350. The Comrittee expresses its appreciation for the
significant problems, including violence, and that theomprehensive replies to the questions that have been asked
Government had introduced the National Plan for Attentioid for the fruitful dialogue, which has contributed to a better
to the Displaced Population to give priority attention to thef#nderstanding of the situation of women in Colombia and to

(a) Introduction by the State party
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an in-depth review of the implementation of each article of Factors and difficulties affecting the
the Convention. implementation of the Convention

351. The Comittee appreciates the fact that the57. The social and enomic reality of Colombia remains
Government of Colombia supports the adoption of an optional a serious obstacle to the full participation and advancement

protocol to the Convention. of women in society, as well as to the implementation of the
Convention. As a result of enomic restructuring and
Positive aspects adjustment policies, which take little account of social

development, over half of the population of Colombia lives

352. The Comirttee notes that the Convention can b% . e .
) . . . . ... below the poverty line. In addition, inequitable patterns of
invoked in national courts, since it enjoysquedence within |

. R . income distribution as well as substantial differences between
the domestic legal order and thus prevails in situations % . . .
. the urban and rural areas, impede the implementation of the
conflict of laws. .
Convention.

353. The Commteg takes n.ote of the S|gp|f|cant prqgre§§58_ The Comrittee notes with concern the persistence of
that has been achieved with the adoption of legislative.

measures for the protection of women. The 1991 Constituti%’Jvrlldesr)read violence as a result of the armed conflict in the

. ; country. Women are the principal victims and there are tens
provides for the equality of men and women before the law, .
) ST . of thousands of displaced women and female heads of

and defines discrimination. In accordance with thﬁ . .
N . C usehold who lack the resources needed for their survival
Constitution, important social legislation has been enacted, ~.. ~.." . .
iN‘a situation in which they are called upon to assume greater

including legislation on education, social security, dissolution L . .
L . ; responsibilities, both reproductive and productive, towards
of religious marriages, protection of women heads ? ) - o
eir families and communities.

household and punishment of sexual abuse and domestic

violence. o .
Principal areas of concern and recommendations

354. The Comirttee notes that thaccién de tutelaor h ) ith héittle has b

amparo have been increasingly used by women as3§9' The Comrittee notes with concern théttle has been

constitutional means of protecting their rights Thgone to disseminate the text of the Convention, as required

Ombudsman’s Office has also been created along Withquer the constitutional provisions governing the rights of
special unit for the protection of the rights of children, Wome\qlomeno’I and of the supplementary legislation that has been
and the elderly, which assists the Ombudsman’s Office &r)acte :

playing a positive role in requesting reviewsaxciéon de 360. The Comrttee recommends that steps be taken to
tutela disseminate those norms and to educate the general

355. The Comiittee welcomes the creation by theDopulation, particularly women, about the law as an essential

Government of national machinery, namely, the Nationafep towards enabling them to learn about and defend their
Office for Equality for Women, which is attached to the Oﬁicé'ghts'

of the President of the Republic and advises the Government 361. Thei@eeralls attention to the gaps that exist in

in that field. The National Office can also propose policies follow-up and control mechanisms in the current legislation.
and programmes and works in coordination with various There is no effective machinery to enforce compliance with
women’s non-governmental organizations. court rulings, nor are there any studies or assessments relating

356. The Comirttee notes that primary school enrolmenf® compliance with legislation on women.

rates have increased, that the rate of female illiteracy ha62. The Comrittee recommends that practical measures on
declined and that the Ten-Year Education Plan, 1996-2005, the follow-up and monitoring of legislation be taken, that
has placed special emphasis on the objective of eliminating assessments of their effectiveness be carried out and that
all situations of gender discrimination or exclusion, including mechanisms guaranteeing compliance with court rulings be
the introduction of the gender dimension in the education created.

system. Research and consultati.on have also been carriecifgé_ The Comrittee points out that there has been no
to document the issue ofequgllty pf men and women, an zstematic development of training programmes for
strategy of awareness-raising is being developed f

blish ¢ school book ith avi dicati vernment, State or court officials or for police forces
publishers of school textbooks, with a view to eradicatin sponsible for the implementation of the rules and
gender stereotypes.

procedures relating to compliance with the law and the
implementation of the Convention.
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364. The Comiittee recommends the introduction of trainingd72. The Comiittee urges the Government of Colombia to
programmes for all those officially responsible for ensuring establish an effective national mechanism, including
compliance with current legislation. complaints procedures, that will ensure that those guilty of

365. The Comiittee is concerned at the level of authorit)?”m'nal conduct, both State officials and private individuals,

and rank accorded to the Government's national adviso??md trial. The.Comm|ttee recommends that the Government
ep up security measures for all those who promote and

machinery, which limits its functions to proposing policie$
and progr};mmes. prop gp defend human rights, especially in view of kidnappings and

. other acts that constitute an assault on physical integrity, with
366. The Comrnttee recommends that the Governmerfarticular attention to the situation of women.

consider strengthening the role of the National Office for h ) . d that. despite the eff
Equality for Women, by means of a national law raising it§73' The Comritee is concerned that, despite the efforts

status to that of an autonomous body with all the requisilﬁgat have been made, the Government's ability to ensure

powers and resources to be able to exercise more eﬁectﬁ%ﬂp“a,nce_w'th thg rules prowdmg for punishment fgr
influence in Colombian society. domestic violence is restricted. Moreover, the family

. _ commissions do not have the necessary human or financial
367. The Comritee notes with concern that, althoughesources to carry out their mandate and there is no systematic
various programmes for the benefit of women are in placgypervision of their work by the relevant government body.
the economic adjustment programmes restrict publics 5 result, efforts to help victims are inadequate. The
expenditure, thus limiting the availability of resources, whiclkommittee stresses that, since a human rights issue is
in turn hinders the incorporation of women's interests in Stafgyolved, it is the Government’s responsibility to act to
policies and programmes. reduce violence against women, investigate cases and give
368. The Comiittee recommends that in the allocation ofreatment and support to the victims of violence.

budgetary resources priority be given to the needs of womejz4. The Comiittee recommends that effective measures be
especially women of limited means, including access {gken to ensure compliance with the law and that due attention

employment, education and public services, since soci paid to the family commissions to enable them to carry out
investment in women constitutes one of the most effectiygeir functions.

means of combating poverty and promoting sustainable h ) ) d that th . |
development. 375. The Comnttee is concerned that there is currently

. . _ before Congress a bill to decriminalize domestic violence at
369. The Comiittee notes that despite the efforts made it hasoth the civil and criminal level, passing responsibility for
not proved possible to incorporate in legislation temporagealing  with these human rights violations to an
special measures aimed at accelerating de facto equajimninistrative court.

between women and men within article 4, paragraph 1, of tgt% The Comi ds that the bill b d
Convention so as to ensure women'dipcal participation, ) e Comitee recommends that the bill be reassessed,

under the Constitution, because it is seen as discriminatd? :'e |tdn;pr<;sents a S'Feﬁ’ bfe\(l:k\/_vards from theklprogrejs
and there is clearly resistance on the part of Iegislativ@, leved by the country In legisfative terms in tack’ing an

executive and judicial bodies to their being put into eﬁectggzggmmg the problem of domestic violence and sexual

370. The Comiittee recommends that consideration be given h . . dth thouah ional
to the possibility of adopting temporary special measuresl' .7'| T € Coror|1n1|tee .|shconcern<3 dt at,dgt ough nationa
accordance with article 4, paragraph 1, of then@ention, to egislation condemns inhuman and degracing treatment, many

promote the increased integration of women in decisioflOMmen are force‘?' tg become prostitutgs in order tg survive
making in the country’s administrative and political life. and there is traffic in women. Preventive mechanisms are

. _ - lacking and the State has little capacity to confront the
371. The Comiittee recognizes the diffidties faced by the national and international criminal organizations engaged in
Government in putting law and order into effect in a situatioprocurement, which operate with a high degree of impunity.
of internal conflict and paramilitary violence. It takes note of ) L
8. The Comiittee recommends that the Inter-fitgtional

the incidence of violence directed against women in custody, ittee that has tak ) h t and
including cases of kidnapping and disappearances. Moreo pmmitiee that has taken various measures to prevent an
unish traffic in women should organize a more energetic and

it notes with concern the increasing danger in which tH%ﬁ ) K . d deal with thi )
individuals forming organizations promoting human ri(‘;htghecnve work strategy in order to deal with this serious
in Colombia find themselves. phenomenon.
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379. The Comiittee is extremely concerned at the situation integration of women into the labour force and to diversify
of street children, in particular girls, with respect to their their participation, through the implementation of legislative
human rights and physical integrity. measures and through greater efforts to achieve equal pay for

380. The Comiittee recommends that the needs of stre@‘tork of equal value.

children, especially girls, be integrated systematically into all 389. The Qtigaris concerned that, although maternity
poverty-eradication, social-development and anti-violence protection is ensured by law and provision is made for
plans and programmes. maternity leave in the relevant legislation, the law is
aometimes broken and women must meet certain requirements

381. The Comiittee notes that no systematic effort is bein X X
in order to have access to jobs, such as undergoing pregnancy

made to counter discriminatory cultural tiidns and change
sexist stereotypes and that the media continue to projé%?ts'
stereotyped images of women. 390. The Cadttee recommends that steps be taken to

382. The Comiittee recommends that a systematic effort pghsure complife\n_ce with the Iayv and that tho.se who engage
made to educate the population on gender issues by i such discriminatory practices are punished. _It glso
possible methods and in all sectors and that programmesr gerates that women must. be made aware of thelr. r.|ghts
developed with the aim of raising the awareness of medi rough wider dissemination of legislation providing
personnel with respect to equality of men and women, wififotection for them as workers.

a view to eradicating sexist stereotypes in all media. 391. While welcoming the preventive measures taken by the

383. The Comiittee notes that there is little participation bﬁovernment, including the fact that it has set a minimum age

women in management and decision-making bodies and tﬂ%rt employmept, the Cqmmﬁtee no'Fes \,N'th concern how
there is a lack of specific measures to promote thejyidespread child labour is in Colombia, since it leads to the
participation exploitation of girls and the violation of their rights to health,

education and future opportunities.
384. The Comnttee recommends that statistics be

disaggregated by sex, in a systematic manner, and inclu - The Comrittee urges the Government to adopt and

in the next periodic report and that steps be taken to guaranf@glemir}g a compuflfsory educatlor]: pollcy,.smcr(]a SU(?hI adeI'Cy
greater involvement of women in decision-making. Is one of the most eflective ways of ensuring that giris do not

work during school hours.
385. The Comiittee is concerned that the school drop-out . ) )
3. The Comuittee notes with great concern that abortion,

rate of girls and young women remains high and that th&”; his th p ¢ | deaths | lombia. i
causes of this high rate are linked to sexist stereotypes é’HIEx'C Is the second cause of maternal deaths in Colombia, is

that, in addition, the vocational choices made by women WhQ?‘fn'ShabIe as an illegal act. No exceptions are made to that

they enter higher education are still gender-differentiatedpmhibition’ including where the mother’s life is in danger or
to safeguard her physical or mental health or in cases where

386. The Comrnttee recommends that regulationsghe mother has been raped. The Committee is also concerned
programmes and other measures, including carefgtwomen who seek treatment for induced abortions, women
counselling, be putin place to prevent girls and young wWomejho seek an illegal abortion and the doctors who perform
from dropping out of school and to reverse the trend of higem are subject to prosecution. The Committee believes that
female drop-out rates. It recommends the introduction gfyal provisions on abortion constitute a violation of the rights

vocational programmes to promote the access of women afdwomen to health and life and of article 12 of the
men to all careers. Convention.

387. The Comnittee notes with concern that womergg4. The Comiittee calls upon the Government to consider
constitute the majority of the unemployed and that th@king immediate action to provide for derogations from this
majority of women work in the informal and service sectorsegjsation. Furthermore, it asks the Government to provide

frequently as domestic workers. It notes that within thes@qular statistics on maternal mortality by region.
groups, women receive the lowest wages, and that there are

gaps in the level of pay received by women and men for eq 5. The Comrittee is conce_rned that ster|I|z§1t|0n is th<=T
work and work of equal value. most widely used family planning method. It believes that it

. . might be unnecessary to make such widespread use of
388. The Comiittee recommends that appropriate measurggerilization if couples were better informed and instructed

be taken to improve the status of working women, including the use of family planning methods and had ready access
through the establishment of childcare centres and thecontraceptives.

introduction of training programmes to promote the
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396. The Comrittee recommends that information on the us@hapter V

of contraceptives be more widely disseminated, .that the Ways and means of expediting the
necessary effort be made to ensure that women, including .

women in the most vulnerable population segments, have work of the Committee

access to affordable coatreptives, and that action be taken

to promote the use of contraception by men, particular§02. The Comritee considered ways and means of
vasectomy. expediting the work of the Comittee (agenda item 8) at its

397. The Comiittee is concerned at the situation of Womeffoah meeting, on 19 January 1999.

in rural areas, where there is a considerable lag in ba%@3. The itemwas inaduced by the Chief of the Women’s

services infrastructure, low health and education coverad@ights Unit of the Division for the Advancement of Women,
and lower quality of life for most of the population. Thesavho introduced the report of the Secretariat
factors are an obstacle to integrating women in developmdREDAW/C/1999/1/4) and a working paper containing draft
and ending their difficult living conditions, which, togetherules of procedure (CEDAW/C/1997/WG.I/WP.1).

with violence, are responsible for rural women being one of

the population groups that are most vulnerable and subject ) .
to discrimination. Action taken by the Committee on the

398. The Comiittee recommends that existing programmes report of Working Group |

be expanded with a view to improving the status of rural
women, particularly among displaced populations, and th . | , X
P y g cisp Pop ommittee considered the item on the basis of the report of

attention be focused as a matter of priority, on rural wom :
with a view to improving their health, education and qualit;‘-/vOrklng Group | (CEDAW/C/1999//WG.I/WP.1) and took

of-life indicators. the following decisions.

?4' At its 424th meeting, on 5 February 1999, the

399. The Comnitee recommends that those involved in 1 giates parties presentation of initial reports

planning and programme implementation receive gender- ) , o . -
sensitive training. It recommends the iodiuction of micro- 405. The Camiittee decided that, in introducing theirifial

credit programmes to improve the economic situation B?porFs, Stat.es parties should provide an oral presentation
women, as well as programmes to improve the enjoyment H9datlng their written reports that should be no longer than

rural women and displaced women of their human rights {Be time allotted for presentation (i.e., 45 minutes) indicated
health and education in the Committee’s programme of work and in theurnal

] _of the United Nations
400. The Comrittee requests the Government of Colombia . ) ) o ) )
Q6. The Comiittee reiterated its decision 1@/ in which

to provide information addressing the concerns raised in tﬁ k : -
decided, on an exceptional basis and as a temporary

present concluding comments in the next periodic repdft o ! - )
required under article 18 of the Convention. measure, to invite States parties to combine a maximum of

] . . ~_ _two reports. When a State party’s initial report is long
401. The Comritee requests the wide dissemination iyerdue, the Committee decided to consider a revised
Colombia of the present concluding comments, in order t@norting schedule with regard to that State party’s periodic

make the people of Colombia, and in particular governmepiports at the session at which it presents its initial report, and
administrators and politicians, aware of the steps that hayginform the State party accordingly.

been taken to ensude jureand de facto equality for women

and the further steps that are required in that regard. It also, States parties presentation of periodic reports
requests the Government to disseminate widely, and in

particular to women'’s and human rights organizations, tf97. The Comritee decided that, in introducing their

Convention, the Comittee’s general recommendations an@€riodic reports, States parties should provide an oral

the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. presentation updating their written reports that should not
exceed 60 minutes. The time limit for the oral presentation

should be reflected in the Committee’s programme of work
and in theJournal of the United Nations

408. The Comirttee decided that, following their
introductory statements, States parties presenting periodic
reports should be prepared to engage in an open and in-depth
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dialogue, including questions and immediate answers, with months prior to the pre-session working group that would be

the Committee. considering those reports.
) ] 413. The Comrittee decided that the list of issues and
3. Pre-session working group guestions with respect to periodic reports should normally be

409. The Comirittee decided that, in its formulation of thesent to States parties presenting their periodic reports within
lists of issues and questions with regard to periodic report®/o0 weeks of the conclusion of the pre-session working
the pre-session working group should concentrate on majgoup. It also decided that States parties should submit their
issues and trends and should limit the number of issues amitten answers no later than four weeks afteceipt of the
guestions so as to encourage constructive dialogue betwéshof issues and questions. States parties’ answers should
the Committee and States parties during the presentatiornefmally be submitted for translation so as to be available to
reports. Committee members at least four weeks before the session

410. The Comittee decided that the Secretariat shoulét which the relevant reports were to be considered.

continue to provide to the pre-session working group dradfl4. The Comiittee requested that the Secretariat examine

lists of issues and questions with regard to periodic repottse practice of other treaty bodies in cases where the next
of States parties, based on a comparison of current repgeesiodic report of a State party to be considered by the pre-
with earlier reports and the Committee’s consideration &&ssion working group was due or would fall due shortly after

those reports and other relevant information, includinigs earlier periodic report was considered by the pre-session
concluding observations of other treaty bodies. Thaorking group and extensive and satisfactory replies to the
Committee decided that the Secretariabsid also continue list ofissues and questions were provided. Information on this
to provide information to the pre-session working group oissue should be provided to the Committee in the report on
human rights treaties ratified by reporting States parties, ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee to

well as the text of any reservations entered to those treatibg, presented to the Committee at its twenty-first session.

in particular to the Convention on the Elimination of All

Forms of Discrimination against Women, the text of the 4. Receipt of reports by experts

Committee’s and other treaty bodies’ concluding commen 35, The Comrittee requested that the Secretariat make its

on previous reports of Stgtes parnes and the avalla. %,st efforts to ensure receipt of reports by experts at least
summary records of the consideration of those States partué ht weeks prior to the session at which such reports were
reports by the Committee and any comments of the Spqu be considered by the Committee

Rapporteur on Violence against Women with regard to those . . '
States parties. In addition, the Committee decided that th&6. The Comritee decided that the Secretariat should
Secretariat should continue to provide the reports of thaform experts as soon as possible when a State party

country rapporteurs assigned to periodic reports to the pfé@minated by the Committee to present its report indicated
session working group. that it would be unable to present its report.

411. The Committee reaffirmed it's decision 18/l concerning
participation in the pre-session working group, in which it
decided that representatives of the specialized agencies and
bodies of the United Nations, as well as national and
international non-governmental organizations, should ¥d7. The Comnttee decided to revise its report on the
invited to provide country-specific information to the preimplementation of the Beijing Platform for Action based on
session working group on those States parties whose repdiggeview of reports of States parties (see General Assembly
were before the group. resolution 52/231, para. 12) and to incorporate relevant
discussion at the twentieth session of the Committee. It also

412. The Comrittee decided to designate reports to b ecided that the report should be amended to reflect the stress

considered at least two sessions in advance. Countr . . .
. placed in the Platform for Action on the importance of
rapporteurs, who should normally be from the same region, . o )
ur‘yversal ratification of the Convention and the acceptance

would also be designated well in advance. The Secretarbe* the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the

should immediately inform those States parties that had beégnvention as well as tanderscore the Committee’s

designated by the Committee to report. States parties : . . .
) . . concern in regard to economic restructuring and its effects on
presenting periodic reports should be entitled to sub

further reports or information no later than two and a ha Ceti|onr1]plementat|on of the Convention and the Platform for

5. Report to the Commission on the Status of
Women on the implementation of the Beijing
Platform for Action
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8. Meeting of the persons chairing the human
rights treaty bodies

418. The Comnttee designated Silvia Cartwright to review 5 The Comritiee decided that the agenda of the meeting

the draft rules of procedure contained in documeRf e persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies should
CEDAWI/C/1997/WG.I/WP.1 and to submit her proposals {3 gent in advance to members of the Committee to allow

the Committee for its consideration at its twenty-

6. Draft rules of procedure

first sessiofhem to provide advice on the matters raised therein prior to
the meeting, if they wished, to the Chairperson of the

7. Matters raised at the tenth meeting of persons  committee. The Committee also decided that the report of the

chairing the human rights treaty bodies chairpersons meeting should be provided to all members of
Universal ratification the Committee, if possible, before the session after the

chairpersons meeting, and that the Chairperson should

419' The.Comnjltee demdgd_to endorse the p!an of th rovide a written and oral report of the meeting at that session
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights for fthe Committee

concerted and comprehensive campaign for universal
ratification of human rights treaties, particularly in the context
of the target set in the Beijing Platform for Action and the

twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the Convention of23. The Comiittee recommended that the Secretariat
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination againstprovide to the Committee information on relevant human
Women. It recommended that in her statement to thights activities within the United Nations in a twice yearly
Commission on Human Rights, the Chairperson of tHeewsletter.

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against

Women urge universal ratification of the Convention. It also10. Work of the Committee

recommended that the Chairperson renew efforts to seek Hﬁ The Comrittee recommended that the Secretariat
suppgrt ,Of the heads. of speqallzed agencies and Ot_onrntinue to compile the serial Work of CEDAW, including
organizations of the United Nations system in the campaign, regard to past years. It also recommended that the

for universal ratification. In addition, it recommended that thgecretariat examine ways and means of producing past and
Special Adviser on Gender Issues and Advancement fﬁture volumes in electronic form

Women and the Division for the Advancement of Women
continue to strengthen their efforts to encourage univers
ratification and the fulfilment of their reporting obligations

9. Information for the Committee

ail. Reports to be considered at future sessions

by States parties. 425. Bearing in mind the criteria of date of submission,
geographical balance and reports delayed from earlier
Focused periodic reports sessions, the Committee decided to consider the following

reports at its twenty-first, twenty-second and twenty-third
420. The Comrittee decided to postpone consideration cfp y y y

ssions:
the question of focused periodic reports until a review hacia . .
been made of the Committee’s working methods as a restiyenty-first session
of the changed timing of the pre-session working group. nitjal report

. Belize
Reservations

421. The Comrittee decided that the Chairperson of th'eNeloal

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination agains©eorgia

Women should outline the Committee’s work on reservatior$scond and third reports

and reiterate the Committee’s concern with regard to the .

compatibility of some reservations to the object and purposgg”le

of the Convention to the Special Rapporteur on reservatiolmeland (combined second and third reports)
of the International Law Commission. It also decided that thleh
Chairperson should provide this material to Francoise
Hampson, the expert of the Subcommission on Preventiong#ain

Discrimination and Protection of Minorities who is preparingnijted Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
a study on reservations.

ird and fourth reports
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Twenty-second session

Initial report

India

Jordan

Second report

Equatorial Guinea

Uruguay

Combined second and third periodic reports
Burkina Faso

Combined second, third and fourth periodic reports
Germany

Third report

Belarus

Luxembourg

Finland

Fourth report

Sweden

12. Members of the pre-session working group for
the twenty-first session

426. The Comrittee decided that the members of the pre-
session working group for the twenty-first session and their
alternates should be:

Member

Ahoua Ouedraogou (Africa)

Ivanka Corti (Europe)

Rosalyn Hazelle (Latin America and the Caribbean)
Alternate

Kongit Sinegiorgis (Africa)

Carmel Shalev (Europe)

Zelmira Regazzoli (Latin America and the Caribbean)

427. The Comrttee decided to delegate the task of
nominating the fourth member of the working group to the
Chairperson in consultation with the Bureau of the
Committee.

13. United Nations meetings to be attended by the
Chairperson or members of the Committee

In the event that one of the above-mentioned States parties ;, 1999

should be unable to present its report, the Cattan will

consider the fourth periodic report of Denmark.
Twenty-third session

Initial report

Republic of Moldova

Second report

Netherlands

Third report

Egypt

Jamaica

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Combined third and fourth periodic reports
Austria

Fourth report

Denmark

Romania

428. The Comrittee recommended that the Chairperson or
an alternate should attend the following meetings:

(@) Commission on the Status of Women at its forty-
third session;

(b) Commission on Human Rights at its fifty-fifth
session;

(c) The eleventh meeting of persons chairing the
human rights treaty bodies;

(d) General Assembly at tis fifty-fourth session (Third
Committee).

14. Dates of the twenty-first session of the
Committee

429. Consistent with the calendar of conferences for 1999,
the twenty-first session should be held from 7 to 25 June
1999. The pre-session working group for the twenty-second
session will meet from 28 June to 2 July 1999.
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Chapter VI and were encouraged to disseminate the concluding comments
Implementation of article 21 of in the relevant States. The Division for the Advancement of
. Women should make its best effort to inform regional
the Convention commissions and regional intergovernmental organizations,

of the reports to be considered at the sessions of the
430. The Comiittee considered the implementation of articleeommittee and to provide those bodies with relevant

21 of the Convention (agenda item 7) at485th meeting, concluding comments of the Committee.
on 19 January 1999 and at a closed meeting on 20 January

1999. 4. Twentieth anniversary of the adoption of
431. The item was presented by the Deputy Director ofthe ~ the Convention
Division for the Advancement of women, who introduced thg3g. The Comiittee decided that the twentieth anniversary

following items: of the adoption of the Convention on the Elimination of All
(a) Draftgeneral recommendation on article 12 of theorms of Discrimination against Women should be marked
Convention (CEDAW/CL999/WG.II/WP.2); by a number of events, including a seminar or conference,

with the participation of representatives of Governments and
non-governmental organizations as well as members of the

in areas falling within the scope of their activitiesegmmittee' It also decided to hold a special meeting with the
(CEDAW/C/1999/1/3 and Add.1-4). participation of the Secretary-General and the Special

Adviser on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women and
around table with former chairpersons and members of the
Committee and members of other treaty bodies. Events could
also include a panel discussion on universal ratification and
a panel discussion with the Secretaries-General of the four

) . conferences on women highlighting the importance and
432. At its 424th meeting, on 5 February 1999, thg,ac¢ ofthe Convention at the national level. In #idah, the

Committee took the following action on the basis of the repogi5irherson of the Committee could facilitate a discussion
of Working Group 1. on reservations with delegates attending the Third Committee
of the General Assembly in 1999. The Coiitiee decided
1. General recommendation on article 12 that the Bureau and the Chairperson of Working Group |l
433. The Comritee adopted the draft generthOUld work closely with the Secretariat to organize an event

recommendation on article 12 contained in documeﬁy.rir.'g the twenty-first §ession of the Committee within
CEDAW/C/1999/I/WG.II/WP.2/Rev.1 (see chap. .A).  SXisting resources and with any extrabudgetary resources that
might be provided in this connection.

(b) Note bythe Secretary-General on reports of t

Action taken by the Committee on the
report of Working Group Il

2. Long-term programme of work on general

recommendations Chapter VII
434. The Comrittee decided to take up articles 4 and 2 in Provisional agenda for the

its long-term programme of work on general t ty-first -
recommendations. Work on a general recommendation on wenty-first session

article 4 would begin at its twenty-second session, in Januarg ) ) o
2000. 437. The Comiiice considered the provisional agenda for

its twenty-first session (agenda item 9) at its 424th meeting,
on 5 February 1999. The Conittee decided to approve the

following provisional agenda:
435. The Comuittee decided that the Department of Public

Information of the Secretariat should make its best effort to
ensure that all United Nations information centres were 2.  Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.
informed of the reports to be taken up by the Committee at its

sessions. It also recommended that the Department make its
best effort to ensure that the information centres received the
concluding comments of the Committee as soon as possible

3. Publicity for the work of the Committee

Opening of the session.

Report of the Chairperson on activities
undertaken between the twentieth and twenty-
first session of the Committee.
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4.  Consideration of reports submitted by States
parties under article 18 of thed@vention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women.

5. Implementation of article 21 of the Convention
on the Elimination of Al Forms of
Discrimination against Women.

6. Ways and means of expediting the work of the
Committee.

Provisional agenda for the twenty-second session.

Adoption of the report of the Committee on its
twenty-first session.

Chapter VIII
Adoption of the report

438. At its 424th meeting, on 5 February 1999, the
Committee adopted the report on its twentieth session
(CEDAWI/C/1999/I/L.1 and Add.1-8, as orally amended).

Part two

Report of the Committee on the Elimination
of Discrimination against Women on its
twenty-first session
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Letter of transmittal

12 August1999
Sir,
| have the honour to refer to article 21 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women, according to which the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women, established pursuant to the Convention, “shall, through the

Economic and Social Council, report annually to the General Assembly of the United Nations
on its activities”.

The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women held its twenty-first
session from 7 June to 25 June 1999 at United Nations Headquarters. It adopted its report
on the session at its 444th meeting, on 25 June 1999. The report of the Committee is herewith
submitted to you for transmission to the General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session.

(Signed AidaGonzalez Martinez
Chairperson
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women

His Excellency Mr. KofiAnnan
Secretary-General of the United Nations

New York
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Chapter | the Division for the Advancement of Women with regard to

Matters brouaht to the attention of universal ratification, timely reporting and acceptance of the
. 9 amendment of article 20.1 of the Convention.
States parties

A. Decisions Chapter Il
Organizational and other matters
Decision 21/
Exceptional reports A. States parties to the Convention on the

The Committee decided that it may sometimes be  Elimination of All Forms of

necessary to request exceptional reports from States parties, Djscrimination against Women
under article 18.1 (b) of the Convention, in order to obtain

and examine the information on an actual or potentigl 5,25 june 1999, the closing date of the twenty-first
violation of women’s human rights, where there is 5peCi§|ession of the Committee on the Elimination of

cause for concern about such violation. 'In this respect, tigserimination against Women, there were 163 States parties
Committee decided to adopt the following standards argg the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of

guidelines: Discrimination against Women, which was adopted by the
(a) There should be reliable and adequate informati@eneral Assembly in its resolution 34/180 of 18 December

indicating grave or systematic violations of women’s humah979 and opened for signature, ratification and accession in

rights; New York in March 1980. In accordance with article 27, the

(b) Such violations are those that are gender-basggnvem'on entered into force on 3 Septemb@81.

or directed at women because of their sex; 2. Alist of States parties to the Convention is contained

(c) Reports should focus on a particular issue dp annex .
issues identified by the Committee;

(d) States parties shall submit their reports forB. Opening of the session
consideration at such session as the Committee determines.

3.  The Committee held its twenty-first session at United

Decision 21/Il Nations Headquarters from 7 to 25 June 1999. The
Observations by States parties on concluding Committee held 20 plenary meeting®26th to 444th). A list
comments of the documents before the Committee is contained in annex

The Committee decided that observations by Statds Section B. The Committee decided to take up agenda items
parties on concluding comments will be circulated tg @nd 6 in & working group of the whole, which held 13
members of the Committee and their receipt acknowledgBfetings.
in an annex to the Committee’s next annual report to the  The session was opened by the Chairperson of the
General Assembly. The Committee may decide to maksommittee, Aida Gonzalez Martinez (Mexico).
available such observations independently of its annLg;lI

Before taking up the regular work of the session, the
report.

twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the Convention was
commemorated. The commemoration consisted of two parts:
a solemn commemoration of the adoption of the Convention,
with the presence of a number of past and present members
of the Committee, and a round table on the impact of the
Convention at the domestic level.

B. Suggestions

Suggestion 21/1

Report on efforts towards universal ratification,

timely reporting and the acceptance of the 6.  Statements by the current and first Chairpersons of the
amendment to article 20.1 of the Convention Committee, Aida Gonzéalez Martinez and Luvsandanzangyn
. . Ider, respectively, were made at the solemn commemoration.
The Committee sggested that a report be provided aétlatements were also made by the Deputy Secretary-General

each session of the Committee on efforts by the Specgﬁhe United Nations, Louise Fréchette, the Under-Secretary-

Adviser on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women a&eneral of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs,
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Nitin Desai, the Special Adviser on Gender Issues and Director, International Women’s Rights Action Watch Asia-
Advancement of Women, Angela E. V. King, and the Director Pacific, made statements.

of F.he Division for the Advancemen.t of Women, Yal_('nlo. Alist of speakers who addressed the commemoration
Erturk.' A message from. the United Nations Hig nd the round table is contained in annex VI.

Commissioner for Human Rights was read by Bacre Waly

Ndiaye, Director of the New York Office of the High

Commissioner. C. Attendance

7. Statements emphasized the catalytic role of the

Convention and its dtical contribution to the quest for 11. Twenty-one members of the Committee attended the
equality between women and men. It was noted that the ros®gssion: Naela Gabr attended from 8 to 26 June, Aida
of the Convention can beaced through the whole history ofGonzélez Martinez from 5 to 13 and 16 to 25 June, Savitri
the United Nations and its efforts to proclaim and codifeoonesekere from 7 to 17 June, Rosario Manalo from 7 to 11
human rights. International codes, such as the Conventiemd 21 to 24 June, Anne Lise Ryel from 10 to 17 June and
were not self-implementing and true equality for wome@armel Shalev from 7 to 16 June 1999. Not in attendance
required work on many fronts, including building politicalwere Carlota Bustelo Garcia del Real and Mavivi Myakayaka-
will, the creation of an enabling environment, awarenesbtanzini.

raising and advocacy. Programmes and projects to level the - a jist of the members of the Committee, indicating their

playing field for women in their access to resources, thejtms of office, is contained in annex IV.

opportunities in public life, including in politics and the

economy, the arts and sciences and the workplace, were

required, as were programmes to ensure equality iD, Adoption of the agenda and organization
communities and the home. of work

8. Speakers emphasized that much progress had been
made towards the achievement of women’'s equality3. The Committee considered the provisional agenda and
particularly in regard to equal franchise and politicabrganization of work (CEDAW/C/1999/11/1) at its 426th
participation. Nonetheless, much more remained to be domeeting, on 8 June 1999. The agenda as adopted was as
as women’s human rights were disregarded and violatedfgllows:
many ways in all countries of the world. Statements

. ! oo Opening of the session.
emphasized the important contribution of past and present P g

members of the Committee, particularly its Chairpersons, in Commemoration of the twentieth anniversary of
ensuring the implementation of the Convention. In this regard, the adoption of the Convention on the
the Committee’s role as an agent for change for women Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
collectively and individually was highlighted. It was also against Women.

stressed that gender equality was not simply the concern of
the Committee and the Commission on the Status of Women
but was also important to other bodies of the United Nations
as well as of all Member States, communities and individuals.

N

Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.

Report of the Chairperson on activities
undertaken between the twentieth and twenty-

first sessions of the Committee.
9. Participants in the round table on the impact of the

Convention included past and present members of the
Committee. Representatives of United Nations entities,
including the United Nations Development Fund for Women,
the United Nations Population Fund, the World Health

4. Consideration of reports submitted by States
parties under article 18 of thed@vention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women.

Organization, the United Nations Development Programme, 5. Implementation of article 21 of the Convention
the United Nations Children’s Fund, the Food and Agriculture on the Elimination of All Forms of
Organization of the United Nations, and the United Nations Discrimination against Women.

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization also 6.
participated. In addition, other special guests, Cecilia
Medina-Quiroga, Chairperson, Human Rights Committee
(Chile), the Founder of International Women'’s Rights Action 7. Provisional agenda for the twenty-second session.
Watch (IWRAW), Arvonne Fraser, and Shanti Dairiam,

Ways and means of expediting the work of the
Committee.
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8. Adoption of the report of the Committee on its representative of one entity of the United Nations, as well as
twenty-first session. from a representative of one non-governmental organization.

19. The Chairperson of the pre-session working group
noted that the reports reviewed followed the reporting
guidelines of the Committee, including information on the

. . N . implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action and
14. The Comm|tte§ had deplded, atits nmth session, égscribed the major social, economic and political changes
convene a pre-session vyorkmg group for five _days bemfﬁ t had occurred since the State party last reported to the
each session to prepare lists of questions relating to Sec‘zﬁaﬂmittee. States parties had made significant efforts to

and subsequent periodic reports that would be con3|dereq %Iement the Convention through the passage of legislation

the Committee at the session. and other measures, add jureequality between women and

15. Atits nineteenth session, the Committee decided thmen had largely been achieved in those States parties.

from its twentieth session, in 1999, the pre-session workimfpwever, it noted that women in each State party had yet to

group would be convened at the end of the session prior to thehieve de facto equality with men and that stereotypical

one at which selected States parties were to report. In ordgtitudes persisted.

to make a smooth transition to this pattern of work, th
g‘e:ssi

E. Report of the pre-session working group

The Committee took note of the report of the pre-
on working group, and urged the Secretariat to take all
Bssible steps to make entities of the United Nationsreord

Committee decided that the pre-session working group for t

twenty-first session would meet during the twentieth sessi

and for a period of up to three days in order to finalize the lis bvernmental organizations aware of its changed pattern of

ofissues and questions with regard to the periodic reports Brk so as to encourage these bodies to provide inputs in the
be considered by the Committee at its twenty-first SeSSiO'ﬂJture

16. The following four members, representing different

regional groups, participated in the working group: Charlotte

Abaka (Africa), Aida Gonzalez Martinez (Latin America and F. Composition and organization of work of
the Caribbean), Yung-Chung Kim (Asia) and Hanna Beate  the working groups

Schopp-Sciiling (Europe).

17. The working group prepared lists of issues argfl- Atits 426th meeting, on 8 June 1999, the Cdtres
questions relating to the periodic reports of four Staté¥cided to take up issues under agenda items 5

parties, namely, Chile, Ireland, Spain, and the Unitddmplementation of article 21 of the Convention) and 6 (Ways
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. and means of expediting the work of the Committee) as a

) ) . working group of the whole. The issues it agreed to consider
18. Atits 433rd meeting, on 14 June 1999, the Chalrpers%re:

of the pre-session working group introduced the report of the o ]

group (CEDAW/C/1999/II/CRP.1 and Add.1-4). She (&) Criteriafor exceptional reports;

informed the Committee that the pre-session working group  (b) Responses to observations of States parties on
had before it draft lists of issues and questions preparedédhcluding comments;

the Secretariat in accordance with decision 19/Ill of the
Committee, based on an analytical comparison of current
reports of States parties with previous reports, the (d) The implications of the optional protocol to the
Committee’s discussion thereon and other relevafonvention for the work of the Committee;

information, including concluding observations of other treaty (e) The Committee’s contribution to the review and

bodies. Other reference materials included the CondUdiﬁgpraisal of the progress made in achieving the goals and

comments of other treaty bodies with regard to the StatgBjectives of the Programme of Action of the International
parties under consideration. The pre-session working groggnference on Population and Development;
also received country-specific information on those States

parties whose reports were before the working group froma () Reports to be considered at the twenty-second and
twenty-third sessions of the Committee;

(c) Rules of procedure;

(9) Members of the pre-session working group for

4 SeeOfficial Records of the General Assembly, Forty-fifth the twenty-third session of the Committee.

Session, Supplement No. B&45/38 and Corr.1), paras.
28-31.
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also addressed the Committee’s role in this process. The
Chapter Il Chairperson also reported on her meetings with the Executive

Report of the Chairperson on Director of the United Nations Population Fund, Nafis Sadik,

activities undertaken between the and the Executive Director of the United Nations Children’s
Fund, Carol Bellamy, at which strengthened relationships

twentieth and twenty'ﬁrSt sessions of between these entities and the Committee were discussed.

the Committee 25. Ms. Gonzélez Martinez indicated that from 26 to 28

_ o . ] May 1999, she had participated in a very valuable workshop

22.  Reporting on her activities since the last session of thg gender integration into the United Nations human rights
Commlttee,'the Chglrperson |nd|cat§d t.hat she had attengggtem’ which had been jointly organized by the Office of the
the forty-third session of the Commission on the Status ginjted Nations High Commissioner on Human Rights, the
Women, including meetings of the Open-ended Workingnjted Nations Development Fund for Women and the
Group on the Elaboration of an Optional Protocol to thgiyision for the Advancement of Women. The workshop
Convention, which were held in parallel with the Commissiogimed to develop tools for human rights mechanisms,

session. She had also attended the meeting of the Commssmding special rapporteurs, working groups and treaty

acting as preparatory committee for the special session of §i§gies, which would strengthen their ability to take gender
General Assembly, entitled “Wome2000: gender equiy,  jssyes more fully into account.

development and peace for the twenty-first century”. )
26. She also noted that she had attended the meeting of

23. Shereported that in her statement to the Commissigyrsons chairing the human rights treaty bodies, which was
she had highlighted the fact that Decemti®09 marked the pe|d from 31 May to 4 June 1999 at Geneva.

twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the Convention and

that, although significant progress had been made in tﬂg Hanrla Beate Schopp-Siting, Vjcg Chairperson O_f
implementation of the Convention, more remained talbee. the Committee, reported on the Commission on Human Rights

She noted that she had urged those Member States which WQ&Ch she had att(.ande'd on behalf of t.he.Chairperson. She
not ratified the Convention to do so and to accept tH?eOted that for the first time, the Commission had devoted a

amendment to article 20.1 of the Convention relating to i&pecmc agenda item to the human rights of women. In her

meeting time. She indicated that she had drawn tStatement to the Commission under this item, she had urged

Commission’s attention to the adoption by the Committee prersal ratification, the removal of rgservatlons and
general recommendation 24 on article 12, “Women ar%:ceptar?ce of t'he amendrnent. to article 20.1 of the
health”, and had highlighted the Committee’s suggestion thgpnvention relating to meeting time. She had also drawn

the Department of Public Information convey information offttention t.o the Commlttee"s §tatement on regervatlons
the Committee’s work to its information centres WorIdwide"?‘dc’pteoI atits nineteenth session in July 1998, and its recently
concluded general recommendation 24 on article 12, “Women

24. Ms. Gonzalez Martinez informed the Committee thajyd health”. She had also highlighted developments in the
the Commission had adopted the d.raft.optlonal protocol to thgymmittee’s working methods, its increasing openness to
Convention by consensus, and indicated that she lookggh-governmental organizations and the adoption of the draft

forward to its adoption by the General Assembly at its ﬁftVOptionaI protocol to the Convention by the Commission on
fourth session, late in 1999. She expressed satisfaction that status of Women.

the Commission had completed its consideration of the B .
remaining critical areas of concern of the Beijing Platform f MS Schopp-Sdhing  concluded her report bY
Action — women and health, and institutional mechanisn%escr'b'ng the round table to commemorate the twentieth

for the advancement of women. Acting as Iore|O(,Jlratogr;niversaryofthe adoption of the Convention, held during the

committee for the special session of the General Assemb ’mmission on.the Stgtus O.f Women,. chaired by Mary
the Commission had consideréuiter alia, the report of the obinson, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination againsﬁights’ with the participation of Anne Anderson, Chairperson

Women on progress in the implementation of the Platform f&f the Commission of Human Rights, Patricia Flor,
Action based on the review of the reports of States parti airperson _Of the Cqmm|s§|on on the Status of Women,
(E/CN.6/1999/PC/4). The preparatory coittee had adopted Angela E. V. King, Special Adviser to the Secretary-General
a draft resolution for submission to the General Assemblyth%'? C}ender Igsues and Advancement of Women, and Ms.
dealt,inter alia, with the preparatory process, documentatioﬁChOpp'Scmmg'

and the participation of non-governmental organizations, and
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Chapter IV majority of the population of Belize lived in urban areas, and

Consideration of reports submitted 14 per cent of the population were estimated to be
immigrants. The country’s fertility rate was 4.6 births per

by States parties under article 18 of woman, making it one of the highest in the region, with

the Convention approximately 19 per cent of children born to teenage
mothers. Fifty-nine per cent of children were born out of
A. Introduction wedlock, reflecting a wide range of accepted gender

relationships, and requiring policies and laws that were

29. Atits twenty-first session, the Committee considerdgfeCtive in these cultural settings. The country's economic
the reports submitted by seven States patieger article 18 9rowthrate had been declining from a high of 10.9 per cent
of the Convention: two initial reports: one combined initiaP€Ween 1987 and 1990 to 1.4 per centin 1996. She noted
and second report; one combined second and third perioi@t Bélize operated a Church-State education system, and
report; the second and third periodic reports of one Staﬂ?eat the Church’s role in influencing gender attitudes was
party: and the third and fourth reports of two States parti¢§Portant.

30. As decided at its thirteenth session, in 1994, tié [N presenting the status of implementation of the
Committee prepared concluding comments on the reports@?nvention, the representative noted that the Constitution
States parties. The Committee’s concluding comments, R9vided protection against discriminatory treatment and
prepared by the members of the Committee, and a summkfgluired State policies to eliminate economic and social
of the introductory presentations by the representatives of tREVilége and disparity among citizens on grounds that
States parties are provided below. The summary recorgsluded sex. She underlined that the current Government was

provide more detailed information on the Committee’f® first to have a women’s agenda. No national laws or
consideration of the reports of the States parties. policies on affirmative action, temporary special measures or
guotas existed in the country, and women continued to

experience unequal access to opportunities and resources.
B. Consideration of reports of States parties The Government aimed at achieving a rate of at least 30 per

cent women in senior-level positions in the public service.
1. Initial reports The Political Reform Commission was expected to submit

recommendations on political reform in Belize by the end of
the year, including on affirmative action and special
temporary measures.

31. The Committee considered the combined initial amtp- The representative drew attention to the National
second periodic reports of Belize (CEDAW/C/BLZ/1-2) aStrategic Plan on Gender Equity and Equality, which had been

its 432nd, 433rd and 438th meetings, on 14 and 18 Jutgveloped to promote implementation of the Government’s
1999. commitments under the Beijing Declaration and Platform for

Action. It focused on five priority areas: family violence;
employment; health; decision-making; and poverty. Belize

) i T _would soon adopt the Commonwealth gender management
32. Inintroducing the combined initial and second periodigysiem, as a major component of the Plan. A domestic

reports, the representative noted that the ratification of thg)lence task force had been established and was developing
Convention in1990 had been a catalyst in bringing changeg national plan to address domestic violence and family
to achieve gender equality in Belize. Since that date, small Bibjence in an integrated and coordinated manner. Legislation
consistent steps had been taken to comply with the articlgg sexual harassment and domestic violence existed and a
of the Convention. She also noted that the report reflected tl'é%islative bill on marital rape was being introduced in the
combined effort of the Government and non-governmentalyse of Representatives. A plan of action had been

organizations. developed for instituting the gender management system in
33. The representative placed the implementation of tHe health sector. She noted that there was growing concern
Convention in the context of the State party’s ethnic diversitgbout the level of prostitution in the light of the fact that
noting that Belize’s multicultural reality impactedBelize had the highest rate of transmission of the
significantly on the development and implementation of lawduman immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and acquired
and policies to end discrimination against women. THe1munodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) in Central America.

Belize

(a) Introduction by the State party
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36. While women comprised 52 per cent of registered and prevention programmes of the Government’s AIDS task
voters, and increasingly were candidates for public office, force.

women'’s representation at the parliamentary level and Iocz?d Belize had a high number of consensual and common-

government level remained low. For exampl_e, out of Z%W unions as opposed to marital unions, but de facto spouses
elected members of the House of Representatives, two WeFS ld not claim maintenance after the breakup of a

women, and out of 58 municipal represe_ntatwes, (_a!ght Welraationship, and their claims to family property were limited,
women. The number of women in appointed positions was

) > "ricluding on the death of the de facto spouse.
also below that of men. The National Women’s Commission
had conducted a study on opportunities for women'itieal 41. The representative noted that sexual harassment, access
participation, and recommendations would be submitted @ continuing education for young mothers, equgl pay for work
the Cabinet and to other governmental anth-governmental of equal value, gender-neutral teaching materials and health
bodies. services for women required greater effort. Increased

L . . compliance with existing laws and policies was also required
37. Education in Belize was mandatory at the primary lev

‘ hild b h ¢ q hile child a number of areas, including domestic violence and sexual
or children between the ages of 5 and 14. While childrefyceq The variety of family types and structures in Belize

under 14 showed a higher male enrolment rate ,(7,0'1 per Celrétéwired that all segments of society take responsibility for
thgn female (67.2 per cent), the fgmale tran5|t_|on rate froﬁ%\rrowing the gap in family laws and practice. Concluding
primary to secondary school was, in general, higher (90 Pfle presentation, the representative indicated that the

cent) thzn for m?le studentscj(78.§ pelr g'?fm). This pattern Vi orting process had enabled the State party to identify areas
reversedinrural areas, and regional differences Were.notg ‘priority action to eliminate all forms of discrimination
More female students enrolled in tertiary education, with 6, gainst women

per cent of the students at the University College of Belize
being women. It was noted that pregnancy was a major cau
of girls discontinuing their education. With individual schools
under the Church-State system of education free to expel girls  Introduction

from school because of pregnancy, the Governmepp The Committee expresses its appreciation to the
recognized the need to develop a national policy on teenaggyernment of Belize for ratifying the Conventioni890
pregnancy. without reservations, and for submitting itstial and second

38. While there were no discriminatory labour lawsperiodic reports, as well as supplemental information
discriminatory attitudes persisted, resulting in a femalpdating the reports to 1999. It commends the Government
workforce that was better educated than the male workfort¥ its oral presentation, and for the comprehensive replies
but earned less on average. Women'’s participation in tkethe Committee’s questions. It appreciates the open manner
labour force was lower than men’s, and women wei@ Which the report was prepared and presented, and in
concentrated in lower-paying jobs, suffered twice thearticular the consultative process with non-governmental
unemployment rate of men and were more likely to experiengd other organizations during the preparation of the report.

long-term  unemployment. Different minimum wages3.  The Committee commends the Government of Belize
regulations applied to different types of jobs, and certain typgs; having sent a large delegation, headed by the Minister of
of female-dominated work were not covered by minimumy,man Development, Women and Youth, and including the
wage regulations. Efforts were under way to improve thgys; | ady as President of the National Women's Commission,
employment situation of women, including through trainingnq 5 representative of the Women’s Issues Network. Their
in non-tradtional jobs. In contravention of existing |abourparticipation in presenting the report and in replying to the

regulations, schools operating under the Church-State systegynmittee’s questions enhanced the quality of the

were allowed to dismiss unwed pregnant women before thgynstructive dialogue between the State party and the
qualified for maternity leave. Committee. The Committee notes that the report refers to
39. The representative noted that teenage pregnancy wtPs taken by the Government to implement the Beijing

high, with 23 per cent of births having been to women undé&Hatform for Action.

19 years of age. Abortion was illegal in Belize, and while the

use of contraception was not prohibited, data suggested that Positive aspects

the unmet need for contraception was r,'igh' Womengy,  The Committee notes that the Constitution of Belize
HIV/AIDS infection rate was higher than men's, and womeggnaing, in its chapter on the protection of the fundamental

affected by AIDS were a major target group of the awareneggnis and freedoms, protection against discriminatory

?%) Concluding comments of the Committee
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treatment on the basis of sex. It commends the Government for all women in Belize, and full implementation of the
on its commitment to achieving equality for women and the  Convention.

full implementation of the Convention, as reflected in its

Women’s Agenda 1998 on the legal, socioifical and Principal areas of concern and recommendations
economic sta.tqs of women. It welcomes the Gov.ernmen%ibl The Committee is concerned about the lack of
target of realizing at least 30 per cent women in the t

positions of the civil service c1Egislation implementing the constitutional provision of

protection against discrimination into the civil code. In
45. The Committee commends the fact that responsibiligarticular, the Committee is concerned that article 1 of the
for women'’s equality issues rests with a Cabinet Minister. @onvention, providing a definition of discrimination, covering
welcomes the appointment of the National Women'soth direct and indirect discrimination by public as well as
Commission, an advisory body to the Government Ministgrrivate actors, is not fully reflected in legislation.
responsible for women, as the main mechanism f%r
monitoring governmental compliance with the Conventio

It also commends the cooperation between governmenifal, ,._ , o . .
i Belize’s legislation, and in particular to ensure that women

ir:]naﬁgzg:])t/at?gr? Ofn&rg%oovrfvrgr?s:al organizations in tI?1%1ve effective remedies against indirect discrimination and
P ' discrimination by non-State actors.

. The Committee urges the Government to ensure that the
nvention’s definition of discrimination is fully incorporated

46. The Committee welcomes the legislative and poli

2.  The Committee is seriously concerned about the
measures already undertaken, as well as those that are belng .
(g) sequences of the Church-State system of education on

planned to translate its commitment to gender equality m% s’ and young women's right to education. In this regard,

practice. It welcomes the preparation of the National Strategﬁ%: g ; .
. . . e Committee is concerned that schools are free to expel girls
Plan on Gender Equity and Equality to implement thﬁ

. om school because of pregnancy, and that only a few
Government’'s commitments under the Beijing Platform for _Preg <Y . y
secondary schools allow girls to continue their education after

Action. It also welcomes the Domestic Violence Act (1993) regnancy. The Committee notes that this violates not only

the Protection from Sexual Harassment Act (1996) and thie . o ;
Families and Children's Act 1098). It notes with the Convention but also the Constitution of Belize. The

. . L Committee is further concerned thatder the same system,
appreciation the establishment of a domestic violence tas o
. . Schools are allowed to dismiss unwedthers who become
force, and the Government’s ongoing development of a . . . S
multisectoral national familv violence plan pregnant. The Committee considers this also to be in violation
y pian. of the Convention. While noting with appreciation the
47. The Committee congratulates the Government on thenister’s commitment, expressed during the dialogue, to
high level of educational achievement by girls and womemwork for change in this regard, the Committee notes the
as reflected in the female transition rate from primary tabsence of any kind of policy or legislative initiative to
secondary school, and in the high enrolment rate of womegverse this situation.

(65 per cent) at the University College of Belize. 53. The Committee urges the Government to place the

highest priority on eliminating discrimination against women

and girls in education because of pregnancy, through both
legislative provisions and adequate policy measures. It calls

48. The Committee is of the view that the Church-State on the Government to strengthen the role of the National
system of education perpetuates an intermingling of the Council of Education in protecting girl€’aamets’ rights

secular and religious spheres, which is a serious impediment in education. It urges the Government to formulate needed
to the full implementation of the Convention. The policyand legislative measures to ensure de facto adherence
consequences of this system seriously affect girls’ and to articles 10, 11 and 12 of the Convention.

women’'s right to education and to health, includin%4l
reproductive health, protected under the Convention.

Factors and difficulties affecting the
implementation of the Convention

While welcoming the Government’s commitment to
establishing a single minimum wage, the Committee
49. The Committee notes that the multi-ethnic and expresses its concern that female-dominated jobs currently
multicultural character of the population of Belize and the have a substantially lower minimum wage than jobs held
influence of religion in public affairs represent a particular predominantly by men. The Committee is also concerned
challenge to the Government in the adoption and aboutthe economic situation of women and, especially, their
implementation of legislation for the achievement of equality low and falling labour force participation rate, which is
indicative of the denial of equal opportunities to women in the
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labour force. Sixty per cent of women are not in the labour awareness campaigns so as to reduce teenage pregnancy rates
force, and the unemployment rate of women is double that of and to increase girls’ and women’s life choices. The
men. The lack of childcare increases women’s disadvantage Committee also urges the Government to implement
in the labour market. programmes and policies aiming to increase knowledge

55. The Committee encourages the Government Elx&out, and ava|lab|I|tyof, various t.ypes of gontr.aceppv.es,
ith the understanding that family planning is a joint

implement a single minimum wage. It recommends that'y o
national childcare policy be developed to support WorkinrgeSponSIbIIIty of both partners.

mothers. It also urges the Government to assess the reasons 58. The Committee is concerned at the high incidence of
for women'’s lower earnings, and for their voluntary departure  HIV/AIDS infection in the country.

from the labour market Wi_th a view to adopting gdequarggl The Committee recommends that the Government
measures to reverse this trend. The Committee alﬁﬂplementawareness-raising programmes and policies about

encourages the Government to intensify its programmes ftWe prevention of HIV/AIDS and encourage the use of
women entrepreneurs, including access to loans, credits r&%doms

skill development, as well as to ensure that educational and

vocational training opportunities for girls include nonb0. The Committee invites the Government to assess the
traditional and emerging areas of the economy, such as tReéntal health status of women in Belize, and to include
information and communications field. The Committee alsi@formation thereon in its next report.

invites the Government to ensure that women can full. Noting the recent revision of the Criminal Code with

exercise their right to unionize, and that all applicablgegard to repealing the need for corroborating evidence in
legislation in this regard is enforced, including in specialexual offence cases, including rape, the Committee remains
economic zones. The Conittee urges the Ministry of concerned that the existing provision demands higher
Women'’s Affairs to initiate dialogue with the Ministry of evidentiary requirements in these cases than for other crimes.
Labour, with a view to ensuring proper implementation anflhe Committee is concerned that this constitutes a serious

monitoring of existing labour laws, to enable women tgnpediment to women seeking justice in sexual offence cases,
benefit from the employment protection found in these lawgnd thus to the elimination of discrimination.

56. The Committee is concerned at the high incidence . The Committee recommends that the Criminal Code be
teenage pregnancy, with 23 per cent of births in 1998 beipgpt under review with a view to placing sexual offence and
to women under 19 years of age, which, in combination witflolence on a par with other criminal offences. It also urges
the prevention of teenage mothers from pursuing thatie Government to ensure that investigation and prosecution
education, is predestined to reduce women's econonyrape and sexual offence cases are conducted as rigorously
opportunities and thus increase their level of poverty. The fag§ in other criminal cases. The Committee urges the

that 60 per cent of births to young women are unplanneddsovernment to seek, as a priority, the repeal in the Criminal

indicative of the lack of adequate family planning informatiotode of the marital immunity relating to rape.
and contraceptive use. The Committee is also concerneci\%%t The C ittee | d at the diff tial treat i
the restrictive abortion laws in place in the State party. It IS ° € .ommittee1s concerned at Ihe ditierential treatmen

concerned that, in 1998, so-called “unspecified abortiong’f married, cqmmon-law, and ‘fV|s.|t|ng'" SPOUSes ““F‘er
(abortions initiated outside the formal health sector) were gggmmon law W.'th regard to the d|str|but|onl of ma_itrlmonlal
fifth cause of hospitalization, and hospitals discriminatBrOpertyfOHOWIng the break-up of the relationship.

against these women in the provision of services and care 64. The Committee recommends a revision of this situation,
this regard, the Committee notes that the level of materrtaking into account the examples of civil law systems and
mortality due to clandestine abortions may indicate that tt@mmunity of matrimonial property approaches.

Government does not fully implement its obligations @5 The committee notes a lack of data disaggregated by
respect the right to life of its women citizens. The Committeg,y 4ng age, including a breakdown by urban and rural

is concerned that, while there are no legal barriers, the négdeqories, on health issues, illiteracy rates and the situation
for contraception remains unmet. of immigrant women

57. The Committee urges the Government to revise g The Committee recommends that the Government
abortion laws, in particular since according to thﬁnprove data collection through its census to create a better

information, existing legislation penalizing abortion is Nof4gjs for gender-sensitive policy-making, and to that end that
strictly enforced. It also urges the Government to include agg-saek technical and financial support from international
appropriate sex education in school curricula and to Cond%encies.
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67. The Committee commends the Government for the including, in particular, the establishment, by Presidential
introduction of the Commonwealth gender management decree of 20 Feldrd@8y of the Commission for the
system to ensure that a gender perspective is reflected in all  Elaboration of a State Policy for the Advancement of Women
governmental policies and programmes, and requests thatan and the adoption, on 1898)raf the National Plan of
assessment of progress made in this regard be included in the  Action for the Advancement of Women for 1998-2000. The
next report. representative noted that the establishment of the national

68. The Committee requests that the Government respcmachinery, the increase of women’s participation in decision-

in its next periodic report to the specific issues raised in thegleakmg’ the pr?tectlon ?f \;]vorrrehn r:‘rc;mbwolerjc;:e a}fr\ddthe
concluding comments. improvement of women’s health had been identified as

. ' ' ~_ important national priorities and were necessary for the
69. The Committee requests the wide dissemination jifplementation of the Beijing Platform for Action.

Belize of the present concluding comments, in order to make h . hasized th . h
the people of Belize, and particularly government™ The representative emphasized that owing to the

administrators and politicians, aware of the steps that ha%mplex financial si?uation in the' country there'were limited
been taken to ensude jureand de facto equality for women "€SOUrces for the |mple_mentat|0n of the Ngtlonal I?!an of
and the further steps that are required in that regard. It al3§tion- Effo.rts .Were.belng undertaken to find additional
requests the Government to continue to disseminate Wideﬁﬁurces for its financing.
and in particular, to women’s and human rights organizations, 75. The representative informed the Committee that there
the Convention, the Committee’s general recommendations were currently approximately 70 non-governmental
and the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. organizations concerned with women'’s issues. NGOs had
published the text of the Convention in Georgian, while
) representatives of 52 women’s NGOs had taken an active part
Georgia in the work of the Commission for the Elaboration of a State
Policy for the Advancement of Women during April 1999.
70. The Committee considered the first periodic report 8fGOs had also issued an appeal to political parties to include
Georgia (CEDAW/C/GEO/1, Add.1 and Corr.1) atits 427tltmore women amongst the candidates for parliamentary
and 430th meetings, on 8 and 11 June 1999 (sekction, which willtake place in November 1999, so that at

CEDAW/C/SR.427 and 430). least 30 per cent of the new Parliament would be composed
of women.
(a) Introduction by the State party 76. The representative noted that the current economic and

71. Therepresentative of Georgia described the politicalpcial conditions had brought about a decline in the standard
economic and social situation of hesuntry, which is in the ofliving, high rates of unemployment, continuing high rates
process of transition to a market economy. She noted thathinfant and maternal mortality, increased prostitution,
spite of the difficulties that this presented, the Governmeaspecially amongst young girls, and an increased number of
of Georgia attached great importance to the internationabmen drug addicts. To address the decline in health-care
human rights treaties, including the Convention on thgervices, the Government adopted the law on the protection
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,of the health of the population in 1997, and had developed a
to which Georgia had acceded1994, witout reservations. draft national policy in the area of health care to the year
She indicated that before and after acceding to ti2810. The draft emphasized special measures to improve the
Convention, Georgia had enacted laws to facilitate theealth of women and children. She also noted that single
implementation of the provisions of the Convention. mothers with under-aged children were entitled to free

72. The representative indicated that the principal Sta%ecjIcal insurance and that their income was tax exempt.

institutions responsible for implementation of policies in th@7. The representative also noted that women'’s situation
areas addressed in the Convention were the Ministriesaifthe labour market was a serious concern. At the end of
Education, Health, Internal Affairs, Social Protection, Labouk998, women cortguted 55 per cent of the unemployed in
and Employment, Refugees and Resettlement Issuti®e public sector. Among the explanations for women’s
Concerns of women and children were dealt with by a growmemployment was the closing of light, food and chemical
located in the Office of the Ombudsman. industry enterprises that had traditionally been spheres of
gﬁmale employment. Women had also lost their jobs as a
result of reforms in the health and education sectors. In
addition, a series of sociological surveys had revealed an

73. The representative highlighted initiatives that had be
undertaken after the submission of thédial report in1998,
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extremely low level of female participation in entrepreneurial and dissemination of the Convention in the Georgian
activities. The Government had elaborated a draft national language.

employment. programme, W,h'Ch incorporated . The Committee also commends the Government of
comprehensive programme relating to female employme@eorgia for sending a high-level delegation, which was
to address these problems. ; :
headed by the Deputy Secretary of the National Security

78. The representative noted that the Government had Council and Chairperson of the Commission for the
recognized that greater efforts were required to address Elaboration of State Policy for the Advancement of Women,
violence, including domestic violence, against women. accompanied by two deputy ministers.
Persistent traditional stereotypes were obstacles to the
establishment of effective monitoring systems and systems to  Positive aspects
gather data and information about the incidence of violenc§z6
A confidential “hotline” had been established, but shelteré '

: - ove
and services for battered women were limited.

The Committee commends the efforts made by the
rnment of Georgia to formulate a new constitution,
which, inter alia, provides for the equality of all people
79. The representative mentioned severe conditions in tigyardless of sex, for ratifying a number of human rights
penitentiary system of Georgia and the necessity for tik®nventions, as well as for being engaged in an ongoing
allocation of additional financial resources for itdegislative reform in many areas, including the Civil Code,
improvement. Nevertheless, the position of women conviciise Law on Nationality and the Patients’ Rights Act. It also
can be described as “positive discrimination”. Thmditions commends the fact that some training of officials in the field
in women'’s facilities are better with respect to sanitargf human rights has started, that the new legislation has been
conditions, food and health care. instituted and that new judges have assumed office. These

80. In 1998, the President of Georgia exercised HEW legal instruments as ngl as the'new personnel are
constitutional right to pardon 90 womenmvicted for minor €XPected to help secure tble jureequality of women and

criminal offences. The representative noted that there weP&"-

no cases of execution of women since the repressions of 1987, The Committee commends the Government of Georgia
81. The representative indicated that the Government'8f Sétting up various institutional mechanisms to advance and
Georgia was particularly concerned about the large numbgfengthen the status of women, such as the establishment of
of refugees and displaced persons in the country, of whom faedroup within the office of the Ombudsman for Human
majority were women, children and the elderly. Refugeé%'ghts dealing specifically with the issues of women and

received State subsidies, and were exempt from income ghildren, including the establishment of a confidential hotline
and utility bills. for women victims of violence, and of the Commission for the

) ) Elaboration of a State Policy for the Advancement of Women
82. The representative concluded by assuring the cojlaboration with the United Nations Development
Committee of the wilingness of the Government of Georgiapogramme and the World Bank. It also applauds the fact that
to continue in its efforts to implement the principles of the .ommitment has been made to set up a department of
Convention. women'’s affairs after the next election in the spring of 2000.

(b) Concluding comments of the Committee 88. The Committee commends the Government of Georgia

Introduction for the recent adoption of the National Action Plan for the
dvancement of Women for 1998-2000 in order to implement

83. The Committee expresses its appreciation to the \ .
. o . tde Government’'s commitments to the Beijing Platform for
Government of Georgia for submitting a comprehensive arAction

frank initial report which follows the guidelines of the
Committee and includes information the Government receiv8®. The Committee commends efforts of the Government
from women’s NGOs. It also commends the Government @ Georgia in addressing the situation of refugee and
its oral presentation of additional information to update itdisplaced women through such measures as State subsidies
submission and for the replies to the questions posed by #igd exemption from paying taxes and utility bills.

Committee, including the provision of some datgq

s The Committee appreciates the efforts of the
disaggregated by sex.

Government of Georgia for having begun a gender analysis
84. The Committee commends the fact that Georgia acced¥dextbooks used in primary education.

to the Convention whout reservations, as well as its efforts

to publicize the Convention, such as through the translation
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91. The Committee commends the Government’s efforts at  human rights of wonwerglthinformation, training and
improving the situation of rural women through land reform, publication of relevant texts. The Committee recommends
credit unions and special programmes for the mountainous that measures be put in plaatetoriplementation of this
regions. plan.

92. The Committee welcomes the active involvement of 97. The Committee expresses concern that a number of
NGOs in the implementation of many of the governmental concepts and provisions that are beneficial to the

efforts to improve the situation of women. advancement of the equality of women which were formerly
in use are currently being disregarded.
Factors and difficulties affecting the 98. The Committee recommends the review of the negative
implementation of the Convention attitudes towards such concepts and provisions such as, for

93. The Committee considers that ongoing economixample, temporary special measures, including quotas in the
restructuring creates an obstacle to the full implementati@neas of political participation and in employment.

of the Convention. It also notes that the civil war has hadg’:gl The Committee notes with concern the persistence of

serious impact in some parts of the country, and that 8§, atriarchal culture, the prevalence of stereotyped roles of
consequence there are large numbers of internally displaggfinen in Government policies in the family and in public life

people, the majority of whom are women and children. 5564 on patterns of behaviour and attitudes that

o _ overemphasize the role of women as mothers. It also notes
Principal areas of concern and recommendations jth concern that the report itself promotes the role of man

94. The Committee expresses concern at the lack of ré§l breadwinner.

understanding of discrimination against women as contain@dg. The Comiittee recommends comprehensive measures
in the Convention, which includes both direct and indiregh gliminate gender stereotypes through a number of efforts,
discrimination. Such indirect discrimination is reflected, irlhcluding the review of textbooks beyond primary education,
particular, in the sex segregation of the labour market andiife sensitization of teachers, the creation of awareness and
the high maternal death rate. It further notes the absence @jerstanding through research into the rich heritage of
comprehensive strategies and policies directed at indirgggmen's positive role in Georgian history for policy planning
discrimination and the lack of policies and strategies ¥nd as role models, and the formulation of positive symbolic
combat discrimination in the private sector. messages at the highest political level concerning thelaggua

95. The Committee recommends incorporation of tHef womenin all areas of life.

principle of the equality of women and men in thejp1. The Comrittee notes that the report provides véitfe
constitution. It further recommends that education angdfgrmation on the issue of violence and on gender-based
awareness-raising campaigns be initiated utilizinger alia, vjolence in particular. It expresses concern that there may
the large number of women in mass media and educatiqfie|| be a high level of violence against women in Georgia.
Efforts should be made to obtain a clear understanding pfie Committee is also concerned that the current policy of
indirect discrimination so as to accelerate its elimination ant criminalizing procuring for the purpose of prostitution has
to putin place new legislation addressing the issue of indiregleated an environment in which women and young children
discrimination. Training of lawmakers and the judiciaryare not protected from sexual exploitation in sex tourism,
health professionals and the mass media in this respect is &lg§ss-border trafficking, and pornography. It is also
recommended. concerned at the increase in prostitution and trafficking of

96. The Committee is concerned that the National ActioMomen, especially among girls, which is largely due to their
Plan has not yet been implemented. This Plan addresses mafyerty.

areas for the improvement of women’s situation, includingg2?  The Comrttee recommends that laws specifically

the issues of gender evaluation of all legislation; the coIIecti%dreSSing violence against women and criminalizing rape
of sex-disaggregrated data; the enhancement of the rolgrpfyarriage be put in place. It also recommends that Georgia
women in decision-making processes; strengthening womeg$nsider amendment of the Penal Code to impose severe
role in the economy and their position in the urban angenalties for sexual violence and abuse of women and girls.
agricultural labour markets in order to reduce current poverjiso recommends the design and implementation of policies
levels; including women in peace negotiations and makinghd programmes to address violence against women. In
special efforts for women refugees and victims of armeghyticular, it recommends the establishment of a network of
confiicts; efforts to protect women’s health; and securing thgisis centres and the expansion of consultative services so

55



A/54/38/Rev.1

as to render the necessary assistance to women victims, indiscrimination against them in a labour market that is based
especially girls, both in urban and rural areas. Programmes on a market economy.

of rehabilitation and reintegration should be developed for the 3 the committee recommends that existing occupational
victims of sexual exploitation in prostitution and cross-bordq{ealth standards be amended and that all such standards that

trafficking. The Commllttge urges gendgr-sensmve tra_“n'rﬁirectly or indirectly discriminate against women be repealed.
for law enforcement officials and agencies and collection o

information and statistical data. It also recommends th&#l. The Committee is concerned about the situation with
advantage be taken of the fact that women make up tfrgard to women’s health and health care, including the high
majority of judges and journalists. In all these efforts, activite of infant and maternal mortality and the high number of

collaboration with national and international NGOs shoul@Portions, which are used as a means of contraception. It also
be sought, in view of their extensive experiences i@XPresses concern that the privatization of health care has

addressing these issues. negatively affected women by restricting their access to the

. . necessary medical services and reducing jobs for women as
103. The Comrittee is concerned that there have been Murses and doctors

efforts to employ temporary special measures to improve the
situation of women in various areas. 112. The Committee recommends the enhancement of family

104. The Comi ds that the G lanning programmes and the dissemination of various forms
' e Comnttee recommends that the Governmerj contraceptives, and that Georgia take advantage of

consider infroducing a broad range of measures within tg‘gsistance available from international agencies in this regard.

framework of article 4.1 of the Convention to accelerate tf\; also recommends the creation of insurance plans that
|mproveme_nt of the posm.o.n of women |n.aII areas an ufficiently cover women patients in hospitals and in
particularly in regard to political representation. ambulatory medical care

105. Th.e_Co.mmltee expresses concern at the number. ‘it_LS. The Committee notes with concern the lack of statistical
women living in poverty, and the increasing repre.sentan%ta in the report, as well as the lack of reference to the
.Of women among the unemploygd, due tp th'e d!ﬁerem'ﬁleneral recommendations of the Committee. The Committee
impact on women of the' restructuring gnd pr|\{at|zat|on oft commends that the Government of Georgia devote special
economy, to women being glustered in certain sectors of tgﬁention to the achievement of lasting peace, and to this end
labour market and the persustence of sex-role stereotypesfly it ensure that women are fully involved in the peace

the labour market. It is concemed that poverty anﬁirocess. It also recommends that the needs of internally

gnemployment of women will also have a long-term neg"J‘t'vcﬁsplaced people, particularly women and children, be given
impact on the health of women and children. special attention

106. The Comritee recommends the implementation 0114. The Committee recommends the collection of sex-

comprghenswe measurejma;]meq gt thed|mprqv§ment o%aggregated data as the basis for any planning for the
Wowen S e;}:ongmm;tatgs % trammgfan retralnmg, ahsadvancement of women and asks that they be included in the
well ‘as the introduction of quotas for women In the,q,, report. It also recommends a thorough study of the

governmental job creation schemes. It also recommendg ., iitee's general recommendations and the incorporation
programmes to encourage women to participate in modeffy oir contents in future policy planning.
sectors of the national economy, as well as in

entrepreneurship. 115. The Committee recommends that the Government of

Georgia provide further information in its next periodic

107. The Comitiee is concerned at the persmtepce ofa gEprort, describing measures taken to address the concerns
between the wages of women and men, even in the pUbJ)'ﬁtIined in these concluding comments

sector.
116. The Committee requests the wide dissemination in

.108' .The Comrittee urges the Government of Georgia t?seorgia of the present concluding comments in order to make
identify the causes of the wage gap, particularly betwe orgian people, and particularly the Government,

female- and male-dommate:d pubﬁc Iabolur market secto, ministrators and politicians, aware of the steps that have
and recommends consideration of innovative measures, s &R taken to ensut jureand de facto equality for women

as the mtt:?ducltlon of provisions for equal pay for work o nd the further steps required in that regard. The Committee
comparable value. also requests the Government to continue to disseminate
109. The Comiitee expresses concern that existing widely, and in particular to women’s and human rights
occupational health standards relating to women will result  organizations, the Convention, the Committee’s general

56



A/54/38/Rev.1

recommendations and the Beijing Declaration and tHg1. The representative drew attention to the eighth plan of
Platform for Action. the National Planning Commission and the provisions of
article 11 (2) (3) of the Constitution, which provided for

temporary special measures so that women-specific targeted

Nepal development policies could be adopted in order to integrate
women in the national development programmes and ensure

117. The Committee considered the initial report of Nepghrticipation in socio-economic and political sectors. Some
(CEDAWI/C/NPL/1) at its 434th and 439th meetings, on 16f the programmes established under the eighth plan include
and 18 June 1999 (see CEDAW/C/SR.434 and 439).  the hiring of 4,150 teachers as well as free education for
females. In the area of health, training programmes geared

(a) Introduction by the State party towards the improvement of the local delivery system were
éganized for maternal and child health-care workers, female
ealth volunteers and traditional birth attendants. Recognizing
jat 57 per cent of Nepalese women were engaged in
griculture, the Government established a Women Farmer’s

118. The representative of Nepal informed the Committ
that there was an addendum to the initial report of Nep
which highlighted developments since the submission of tII\

report in May 1997. He noted that in the past nine years;? .. ithin the Ministry of Aaricult W i ted
Nepal had ratified several international treaties, includin ision within the Ministry ot Agricuture. YWomen-targete

those dealing with human rights. In conformity with thé come-generating programmes were also set up in the area

provisions of those instruments, Nepal had abolished tﬁé forestry and industry. In the area of trafficking, the

death penalty. The Nepal Treaties Act of 1990 provided th%ﬁpresentalti've poted that Nepal had.es'tablished gsglf-reliance
nd rehabilitation programme for victims of trafficking and

the provisions of an international treaty to which Nepal was | ble girls. The victi d t asi th traini
a party, which was inconsistent with a national law, shoul@Nerabie giris. The victims underwent a Six-month training

supersede the national law to the extent of such inconsiste&r)?gramme‘

Several decisions of the Supreme Court had also determidgX2. The representative noted that despite efforts to improve
that such inconsistencies should be resolved in accordatize situation of women in Nepal, challenges remained with
with treaties. regard to policies and programmes. These included the lack

119. The representative informed the Committee that hum%kan effectlve.momtormg and evaluation sygtem, a high
aternal mortality rate of 53.9 to every 10,000 births. He also

ights in Nepal had developed on the basis of lity. HE
rights In Mepa; nacd geveloped on the basis of equaity. ted that the average life expectancy of Nepalese women

noted that part three of the Constitution of Nepal addresse? .
fundamental human rights. Despite those titatonal was 53.4 years, while that of the men was 55.9 years. The

provisions, bothde jure and de facto discrimination still female literacy rate in Nepal was about 30 per cent, compared

existed in Nepal. Statutes based on traditional practices a‘%'&h 66 per cent for men.

customs that were discriminatory and inconsistent with tHe23. The representative informed the Coitiee of Nepal's
present Constitution still existed, including theiluki Ain, long-term concept, which dealt with the creation of a
which restricted women from independent use of theiteveloped society on the basis of gender equality, women’s
property and inheritance of parental property. empowerment and participation through gender

. mainstreaming in all sectors of national development. The
120. The representative noted that haligh women ninth plan, 1997-2002, was directed at gender mainstreaming,

constituted 9.2 million, or 50.13 per cent of the total luding th h th t of , tributi
population of 18.5 million, Nepalese women faced'¢'uding through Ihe assessment ot women's contribution

sociocultural and economic discrimination and there were ltl%household labour Wlth.m the nat|ona_l agcountlng system,
female ministers in the present cabinet of Nepal. He informéfl&ve'c’lo,ment of.ggnd'er-d|.saggregated indicators to measure
the Committee that Nepal was ftivethnic, multilingual and womens. participation in (.:jevelopmenlt and effect_lve
diverse. thus the status of women varied between ethgﬂordlnanon between agencies and bodies engaged in the
communities. However, the traditional system of mo keld of women'’s development.
communities in Nepal was patriarchal. The representatit@4. With regard to the elimination of gender inetjityathe
noted that inequality between women and men ar@esmbse representative informed the Committee that laws and
of poverty, illiteracy, traditional norms and stereotypegegulations that discriminated between women and men would
nurtured by the patriarchal system. He informed thiee reviewed by a task force set up under the Ministry of
Committee that half of the total population of Nepéilldived Women and Social Welfare. The Ministry had formulated a
in abject poverty and nearly 90 per cent lived in rural areagational plan of action for the empowerment of Nepalese
women. The plan of action was designed to create awareness
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among planners, policy makers and politicians on gender ah82. The Comirittee welcomes the creation of the Women
development issues. The Ministry would increase the number Development Division under the Ministry of Local

of women in Government and public service sectors through Developméntetoalia, execute two central micro-credit

classes organized by the Government and non-governmental programmes for women and to implement programmes on
organizations (NGOSs). income generation and community development.

125. In reviewing the Biging Platform for Action, the 133. The Comrttee commends the Government of Nepal
Gender Equity and Women’'s Empowerment National Work  for the adoption of the ninth plan which places women’s
Plan 1997, which addressed the 1itical areas of the issues in the mainstream of development. It also welcomes
Platform, was formulated. The representative informed the Nepal’'s commitments to reviewing existing legislation and
Committee that a nationalifd, which would provide access enacting appropriate laws in accordance with international

to credit for Nepalese women, would also be established. instruments. The Committee also commends the national plan
Concluding the presentation, the representative noted that of action for gender equality and the empowerment of women
Nepalese women still suffered discrimination, but Nepal was formulated by the Ministry of Women and Social Welfare and
committed to the goal of eliminating all forms of endorsed by the ninth plan.

discrimination. 134. The Comrttee notes with appreciation that many

] . NGOs play an active role in the implementation of the
(b) Concluding comments of the Committee Convention.
Introduction
Factors and difficulties affecting the

126. The Comrttee expresses its appreciation to the X ) :
implementation of the Convention

Government of Nepal for submitting its initial report, which
follows the guidelines of the Committee. It also commends 135. The Gtisemotes that different cultural practices

the Government on the addendum to the initial report, which  and traditions and persisting highly patriarchal values and
updates the report and for the oral presentation of additional norms affecting all spheres of life are impediments to the full
information. The Committee notes, however, that the report implementation of the Convention.

g_oes not |rcljclljude sufflézlent .c;ella.\ble ﬁ,SFat'SF'CfaI da_t_aL36. The Comiittee notes that terrorist insurgencies and the

|saggregate ' DY SEX, and provides insu icient In Ormat'cmaquent governmental changes causing political instability

relating tg the implementation of a number of articles in thﬁ\1 the young democracy of Nepal have also been obstacles to
Convention. the full implementation of the Convention.

127. The C.ommlt'ee welcomes t.he fact that Nepal ratlf'|ed137_ The Comiittee considers that the widespread poverty
the Copvenhon without reseryat|on81|990 shortly after it in rural and remote areas and the gap between the situation
established a system of multi-party democracy. of women in urban areas and those in rural and remote areas
128. The Comirittee commends the Government of Nepal as a major obstacle to the full implementation of the
for sending a high-level delegation, headed by the Secretary Convention.
of Ministry of Law and Justice.

Positive aspects Principal areas of concern and recommendations

129. The Comiittee commends the efforts made by thd-38. The Committee is concerned that the Government has
Government of Nepal to enact the new 1990 Qitnton not taken sufficient action to reflect the provisions of the

prohibiting direct and indirect discrimination based on seOnvention in domestic laws, or to amend privg
and establishing an independent judiciary. discriminatory laws. The Committee is also concerned about

the interpretation of discriminatory laws by the Supreme

130. The Comnitee notes with satisfaction Fhat asa resutt;ourt and the Court's view that if any laws do not conform
of the 1997 Self-Governance Act, approximately 40,000t culture and tradition, society will be disrupted.

women are now involved in local government. ) o
139. The Comrnttee recommends that a definition of

131. The Comrittee commends the Government for thejiscrimination in compliance with article 1 of the Convention
Basic Primary Education Programme, launched in 1998 jnciuded in the relevant laws. The Committee also urges
which is directed at the improvement of women’s and girlshe Government to amend. as a matter of priority,
education and contributes to the advancement of WomeRig criminatory laws on property and inheritance, the laws on

social status, as well as playing a key role in strategies o[y rriage, nationality and birth registration, the Bonus Act,
poverty alleviation.
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and discriminatory criminal laws, including the new law on information be provided with regard to all articles of the
abortion. Convention.

140. The Comiittee is concerned at the very low literacy ratd47. The Comirittee expresses concern at the current law,
amongst women, especially in rural and remote areas, and the  which criminalizes abortion, including in cases of pregnancy
persistence of both a quantitative and qualitative gender gap through rape or incest. The Committee considers that the
at all levels of education. It is also concerned that the Basic currentlaw on abortion contributes both to the high maternal
Primary Education Programme covers only a small number mortality rate in Nepal and the higher number of women
of girls and women, and that illiterate women are prisonersinthat State. It is also concerned that the proposed
systematically barred from vocational training because of the amendments to the current law continue to be restrictive,
minimum educational requirements for entry into vocational allowing abortion only when the mother’s health is in danger.

cent.res. The Committee is also concerned that SChCiQiS. The Comiittee urges the Government to revise existing
curricula anpl .textbooks convey _gender stereotypes al'é@islation and to reconsider the proposed amendments so as
entrench a vision of male superiority. to provide services for safe abortions. The Committee

141. The Comiittee urges the Government to inttuce and recommends that the Government prioritize prevention of
implement policies and programmes for free and compulsory unwanted pregnancy through family planning services and sex
education for all girls at the primary level; vocational and skill education. In these efforts, the Committee suggests that the
development training for income generation, especially for Governmenttake account of general recommendation 24 on
marginalized rural women; and the facilitation of women’s article 12, “Women and health”.

access to non-traditional and non-stereotypical education. T.
Committee also recommends that the Government ta
concrete measures to increase the number of women in hig g
education, in particular in non-traditional fields. Th%
Committee also recommends that school curricula a

textbooks be reviewed in order to eliminate gender
stereotypes. 150. The Comrittee urges the Government to take effective

h . h ke effecti steps to review existing legislative provisions on prostitution
142. The Comrttee urges the Government to take e ectivg g trafficking in women and their compatibility with the

measures, including incentives, to ensure that parents Comeynvention, and to ensure their full implementation and

with the oblligation_of compulsory educat'ion. It recommendéompliance. It also calls upon the Government to initiate
that massive social awareness campaigns be undertakerbt&onal and bilateral cooperation, taking into account

encourage women'’s education. subregional, regional and international agreements and
143. The Comiittee is concerned that there is a need to  standards on this issue. It urges the Government to review its
ensure greater gender sensitivity, knowledge and training in  criminal code, to punish persons who procure women for
gender-related issues among groups charged with tiputien or for trafficking, to establish repatriation and
implementation of policies and programmes to achieve rehabilitation programmes, and to support services for
equality for women. victims of trafficking.

$9. The Comiittee is concerned about the high incidence

prostitution and the increase in trafficking in women and

fs,in particular for the purpose of prostitution. It expresses
ncern that girl children are taken across the border for the
%rpose of child marriage.

144. The Comiittee urges the Government to launch genddis1. The Comrnttee is concerned that, although the
sensitization and advocacy programmes aimed at the civil t0aien guarantees that fitical parties should reserve

service and opinion leaders, political decision makers, health  for women at least 5 per cexttesf ph electoral lists of
professionals and law enforcement officials so as to ensure candidates for elections to the House of Representatives, and
that a clear understanding of the obligations under the thatatleast three seats should be reserved for women in the
Convention is achieved. National Assembly, representation of women in the National

145. The Comirittee notes that the report does not includla'egiSIature remgips very low. Itis also cgncerned with the
sufficient reliable statistical data disaggregated by sex, aﬁgry, ,lOW .part|C|pat|on of women in government
provides insufficient information relating to the@dministration.

implementation of a number of articles in the Convention.152. The Comiittee recommends that the Government take

146. The Comrttee recommends that statistical datg\ppropriate steps, including the iniroduction of temporary

disaggregated by sex be included in the next report and tﬁgtemal .measures n accordancg \,N'th_ article 4.1 of the
Convention, to ensure greater participation by women at all

levels of decision-making.
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153. The Comirttee expresses concern that traditional on@ention, the Committee’s general recommendations, and
customs and practices detrimental to women and girls, such the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action.

as child marriage, dowry, polygamgieuki(a tradition of

dedicating girls to a god or goddess, who become “temple

prostitutes”, which persists, despite the prohibition of the 2. Combined second and third

practice by the Children’s Acthadi (the ethnic practice of periodic reports

forcing young girls to become prostitutes) and discriminatory

practices that derive from the caste system are still prevalent. |reland

154. The Comrittee recommends that the Government, in

coordination with civil society, including women’s groups and61. The Comrittee considered the combined second and
non-governmental organizations, initiate policies an@ird periodic reports of Ireland (CEDAW/C/IRL/2-3) at its
programmes to eliminate discriminatory cultural attitude440th and 441st meetings, on 21 June 1999 (see
towards women and girls. It recommends implementation EDAW/C/SR.440 and 441).

an extensive public awareness campaign in order to increase

the understanding of gender issues and human rights @¢&) Introduction by the State party

women amongst the people of Nepal. 162. The representative of Ireland began hisddtrction by

155. The Comrttee is concerned that women aremphasizing Ireland’s involvement of women in politics,
concentrated in low-skill jobs. It is concerned about both thgiving the example of the election of their second successive
gender disparity in wages and the unequal income distributis@man President, which followed an election in which four
caused by the concentration of the vast majority of women @fithe five candidates were women. Although the number of
unpaid family work. women in Parliament was still lower than desired, the Second

156. The Comiittee urges the Government to adopt Iabou?ommlss'og ?n thf i:aués of Wome;n hgd r??del sevtgral
legislation prohibiting wage discrimination. It alsg €commendations o the overnment and political parties

recommends that the Government introduce special measufes® se:elf[!ng to l'ncrzatﬁetmor;ggg Ereprlesenta:lon. The
to encourage women to participate in all sectors ggpresentative explained that the mployment Biyua

employment, and develop special credit facilities for Wome'?‘\Ct outlaweq dlscr|m|nat|qn on nine groundg, mclydmg
to enable them to establish small enterprises and thagﬁnder, marital status, family status, sexual orientation and
introduce special measures to encourage women to particip%%mbersmp in the “traveller” community.

in all sectors of employment. 163. The representative described the role of women in the

157. The Comirittee notes with concern that there is ”melabogr force, noqn_g the partlmpatlon of women in the civil
ervice and policies with regard to sexual harassment,

information on the situation of women in the rural area?, . . .
where the majority of the population lives and where th%hndcare, pareqtal leave, work sharing and part-hme work.
majority of women are engaged in the agricultural sector.He noted that c.hndcare was seen as one of the mqst Important
ways of reconciling work and family life, and a working group
158. The Comrittee requests the Government to include iRad been established to report on that. He described the

its next report more information and data on the situation ﬂ'&tioneﬂ deve|opment p|an on equa| Opportunities between
rural women, as well as minority women, in particular witRyomen and men.

respect to their access to public services. . .
P P 164. The representative noted that the educational system

159. The Comrittee requests the Government to respond ghabled each person to fulfil her or his potential, and was
the concerns in these concluding comments in its next repQginforced by the Education Act of 1998, which made specific

160. The Comriittee requests the wide dissemination iRrovisions for the promotion of equality of access to and
Nepal of the present concluding comments in order to maRarticipation in education. The Equality Committee of the
the people, and in particular government administrators aRgpartment of Education and Science had been established
politicians, aware of the steps that have been taken to enstftdnonitor and coordinate activities relating to equality of
de jureand de facto equality of women, as well as the furthéPportunity for girls and boys in education. It was also
steps that are required in this regard. It also requests #fveloping strategies for mainstreaming gender equality and
Government to continue to disseminate widely, and f@d also addressed the undepresentation of women in

and a series of pilot courses designed specifically for women

interested in seeking promotion to decision-making positions,
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more women had been appointed to senior positions, butthe gains for Irish women; creating a woman-friendly health
Government recognized that more women in top management service; increasing consultation with, and representation of,
positions were still required. women in health services; and enhancing the contribution of

165. The representative described the National Anti-Poverﬁ]ge hea!th services to promoting women's health in the

Strategy and its key objective of reducing inequalities a velgplng world. The pIr,;m had been SUPp'e”?e”ted b.y the
focusing on the gender dimensions of poverty. Single-pare‘?ﬁtab“Shm?nt ofg\_Noments Health C;ounml,_whmh provided

and single-adult households were given particular attentif)?{ women’s participation in the policy-making processes.

in the Strategy. The representative noted that women in both  171. The representative noted that violence against women
urban and rural areas experienced problems arising from continued to be of grave concern to the Government, and had
poverty and marginalization, and that women’'s and led to the establishment in 1997 of the National Steering
community groups had an important role in tackling those Committee on Violence against Women. Its objectives
problems. included the development of public-awareness campaigns,
criminal justice intervention, services and support. Regional
Committees on Violence had been formed in the eight Health
r%oard regions and were designed to draw together the
services available to women to provide a sympathetic and
tconsolidated approach to the treatment of victims of violence.
Kppe crisis centres were regarded as vital for the victims of

ape and sexual abuse.

166. The Comitee was informed that Ireland’s five
reservations to the Convention were being kepder regular
review. The reservation to article 13 (b) and (c) concerni
access to financial credit and recreationallfdes would be
lited when an equal status bill, which would prohibi
discrimination in areas other than employment, was enact
The removal of the reservation relating to contracts enter
into by women was also expected. 172. Inconcluding, the representative indicated that Ireland
167. The representative informed the Coittee that in had supported astrpng optional protocol during negotiations,
1993, the Government had established a task force to exam‘m(g expected to rgt|fy Itas soon as.the protggol was adopted
the needs of “travellers”, which had resulted in a repof”‘tnd opened for signature, accession or ratification.
containing over 300 recommendations. The report ] )
recommended the examination of gender implications in ordefP?) €oncluding comments of the Committee
to ascertain how policies and practices contributed to or  Introduction
hampt'ar'e.d progress for trayeller women. Proposals fcir73_ The Comrittee expresses its appreciation to the
future initiatives would be monitored and resources would T .

. . . overnment of Ireland for submitting its combined second
made available for the collection and collation of data. The

and third periodic report, containing data disaggregated by

representative noted that the health of “traveller” women was .
sei<. It commends the Government for the comprehensive

apriority area, thai outreach services and on-site and SIOB(\:/\'/"?clllttt-:‘n replies to the Committee’s questions and its oral

clinics had been iniroduced or were in the planning stages AMsentation which provided additional information on the
that the Primary Health Care for Travellers Proje&

current situation of the implementation of the Convention. It

estaphshed in 1994 trained 'traveller women in the OIeIIVergppreciates the manner in which the State party identified
of primary health-care services. areas for further progress

168. The representative indicated that measures, includ'Tg4 The Comrittee commends the Government of Ireland

the Refugee Act of 1996, had been imdiuced to deter . .
LT . for having sent a large delegation, headed by the Second
discrimination against refugees and asylum seekers. Measures . .
) .~ Secretary of the Department of Justice, Equality and Law
to address vulnerable categories of refugees, such as vict

: esform, and including officials from various branches of

of trauma, torture or rape, had also been introduced. : S )
Government. Their participation enhanced the quality of the

169. The representative informed the Coittee about the constructive dialogue between the State party and the
new women’s prison that had been built to replace existi@ommittee. The Committee notes that information was
inadequate accommodation. Education, work-training apdovided in the combined second and third periodic report,
physical education facilities for female prisoners had alsg well as in the written replies, on Ireland’s follow-up to the
been introduced. Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action.

170. The representative indicated to the Cdttene that in

order to meet women’s health needs fully, the Plan for
Women'’s Health, 1997-1999, had been developed. Its four
main objectives include maximizing the health and social

61



A/54/38/Rev.1

Convention. The lack of emphasis, in public perception and
in State policy, on the shared responsibility of men for family

and caring work further compounds the situation of de facto
175. The Comnttee commends the Government on its steaglyequality of women.

progress in withdrawing reservations entered to the
Convention upon ratification, and on the fact that remaining Principal areas of concern and recommendations
reservations are kept under review.

Positive aspects

) S . 180. The Comiittee notes that dftough Ireland is a secular
176. The Comrittee welcomes legislative changes since thgiate, the influence of the Church is strongly felt not only in
consideration of the initial report 1989, including the 4yitydes and stereotypes but also in official State policy. In
adoption of the Criminal Law (Rape) (Amendment) Achrticular, women'’s right to health, including reproductive
(1990), the Criminal Justice Act (1993), the Domestifeaith is compromised by this influence. The Committee
Violence Act (1996), the Parental Leave Act (1998), thgstes that Ireland did not enter a reservation to article 12 upon

Education Act (1998) and the Employment EGRACt  aiification of the Convention. The Committee recommends
(1998) and the forthcoming entry into force of the Eq”ﬁlnplementation of this article in full.

Status Bill, published in April1999. In particular, the ] ]
Committee welcomes the amendment to the Constitutid@1- The Comrttee expresses its concern that,

allowing for the introduction of divorce, and the subsequefiPtWithstanding recent favourable economic growth, which
adoption of the Family Law (Divorce) Act of 1996. Thehas led to women's labour force participation reaching 40 per

Committee also notes the pending establishment of gent, there is a considerable age gap in that participation, with

independent statutory-based Human Rights Commission,&@10st no women over the age of 50 years in paid

well as consideration of the incorporation of the EuropediPloyment. It is also concerned that women hold the
Convention for the Protection of Human Rights angrajority of part-time jobs and earn less than men, and that
Fundamental Freedoms into Irish law. little progress is being made in assessing and valuing work

. ) L of comparable value.
177. The Comrnttee notes with appreciation the

appointment, in 1993, of a Cabinet Minister for Justice;82: The Comrittee urges the Government to ensure that
Equality and Law Reform, responsible for institutionall€9islation and |c_)oI|C|es create the structural anql §yst§m|c
administrative and legal reform and for coordinating anfi@mework thatwill lead to women’s long-term participation
monitoring government policies with regard to women’d? the labour force on a basis of equality with men. In
equality. It welcomes the Government’s commitment tgarticular, the Committee urges the Qovernment to t.ake
mainstreaming a gender perspective into all policies afifther measures to reduce the pay gap in women'’s earnings,
programmes, and the regular scrutiny of all governmenﬂé\k'”g into account developments that have refined the
proposals for their impact on women. It also welcomes ttfRoNcepts of egual pay for work of comparable value, and to
issuance of guidelines for dealing with sexual harassment3fiSess the impact of cultural stereotypes and women’s
the civil service, and the adoption of a plan of action offProductive responsibilities on the continuing pay gap.

elderly women. 183. While welcoming the Government'saent focus on

178. The Comrittee notes with appreciation that womerfl€Veloping and adopting family-friendly, childcare and
have benefited from a strong economic growth rate in recdiirental leave policies to faC|I.|tate women'’s pgrtlmpatlon in
years and have entered the labour market in unprecederififlabour market, the Committee expresses its concern that
numbers. The Committee welcomes the Governmenti€se policies continue to place primary responsibility for
commitment to reaching the target of a minimum of 40 pdfmily work and childcare on women, rather than emphasizing
cent of women on each State board, and the increase to ot Shared responsibility of men and women.

33 per cent of Irish women in the elections to the Europea84. The Comrittee urges the Government to monitor and

Parliament in June 1999. review its work and family life policies and legislation so as
to ensure that they create incentives and opportunities for
Factors and difficulties affecting the women and men to share, equally, paid work outside the home
implementation of the Convention and unpaid family work. In particular, the Committee

179. The Comiittee considers that the persistence of threecommenQS that such reg‘?"?‘“"”s and ppI|C|es be
emphasis on the role of women as mothers and caregiv@&compamed by awareness-raising and educational efforts

tends to perpetuate sex role stereotypes and constitute@rﬂed atchanging qtt.rFu.des concerning women’s traditional
serious impediment to the full implementation of théoles and responsibilities for child and family care. It also
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recommends that parental leave regulations be assessed with 191. Theatteéemetommends that the impact of such
a view to providing for paid parental leave so as to create an legislation and policies on achieving equality for women be
incentive for men to take advantage of their legal entittements.  rigorously monitored and regularly assessed and evaluated

185. While noting with appreciation the existence of a Pla ith a view to taking corrective action when and if necessary.

for Women's Health, 1997-1999. and the establishment ofdre Committee requests that detailed information on these

Women'’s Health Council, as well as the wide availability O[Policies, incliuding data.dis.aggregated by sex, a d'is.cussion of
various programmes to improve women's health, tngthod,ologles qnd of!nd|cator§ used and of their impact on
Committee is concerned that, with very limited exception¥\,’Omen s equality, be included in the next report.

abortion remains illegal in Ireland. Women who wish td92. The Comiittee encourages the Government to ensure
terminate their pregnancies need to travel abroad. This that the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
creates hardship for vulnerable groups, such as female asylum Discrimination against Women is included in the terms of
seekers who cannot leave the territory of the State. reference of the Human Rights Commission, and that the
é:ommission is made up of a balanced number of women and
men.

186. The Comiittee urges the Government to facilitate
national dialogue on women'’s regauctive rights, including
on the restrictive abortion laws. It also urges the Government 193. The @teamexpresses its concern about the

to further improve family planning services and the continuing existence, in article 41.2 of the Irish Constitution,
availability of contraception, including for teenagers and of concepts that reflect a stereotypical view of the role of
young adults. It also urges the Government to promote the use women in the home and as mothers. It is aware that
of condoms to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS. amendments to this article are being considered by the

187. Noting that a National Steering Coritt@e on Violence Parliamentary Committee on Constitutional Reform. The

against Women has been established to develop a natioﬁgrnm'ttee also no.tes'w[th concern that the ConSt'tUt.'O”al
strategy to this issue, the Committee is concerned that gldarantee of non-discrimination does not extend to private,

comprehensive and multidimensional strategy has yet be%?P'State actors.
adopted to prevent and eliminate violence againstwomen. 194, The ®emmnemphasizes that article 5 of the

188. The Comiittee requests the inclusion in the next relomcgonver}tion stipulates that all appropriate measures to modify
of comprehensive statistical information on the types arli'ae social and cultural patterns of conduct of men and women

frequency of violence against women, including domestR:e taken, with a view to the el|m|'nat|0n of prejudices and

violence, the number of complaints brought by women arfistomary and all other practices that are pased on
the results of investigations. The Committee also requeﬁ?reowped roles for men and women. The Comrmttee calls
detailed information on sexual harassment against womer4RO" the Government to ensure that the Parliamentary

the workplace, and on means of redress available to and u m!ttee on Constitutional Refo.rm IS fully aware of
by women and the results thereof. Ireland’s obligations under thed@vention, including article

5.
189. The Comiittee notes with concern that women continue ) )
to be unde-represented in public and [itical life, and that 195. The Cc.>mm|t.ee requgsts that th? next rePO_” provide
structural and attitudinal reasons, includingiliimg cultural comprehensive information, including statistical data

and social values, difficulties in reconciling family life, paidCOVerlng life expectancy, literacy rates, employment and

employment and political tasks, have been identified amo'qgoperty rights, on the situation of rural women. Not|r_19 with
ncern that a recent poverty survey did not provide data

the reasons for this low representation. ¢ s )
disaggregated by sex, the Committee requests that a detailed

190. The Comiittee urges the Government to make full us@nalysis be included in the next report of the causes, forms
of temporary special measures in accordance with article 444d extent of women’s poverty and its intergenerational
of the Convention to increase women’s participation iBerpetuation, as well as of the impact of measures to reduce
politics and decision-making. It also recommends that thg,d eliminate women'’s poverty in general and that of

temporary special measures to overcome systemic and

indirect discrimination against women. The Committet]-}_%' The Cocrincrjntee IS concsrnedfaﬁout thde Iapk of ]:sex-_
recommends awareness-raising and educational measurégﬁgggregate gta on MemDbers o the aca 'emic protession
redress cultural stereotypes, increase men’s sharing\’\fﬁh respect to different fields and levels. This is necessary
domestic work and encourage mentoring, networking algassess women's advancement in higher education. It is also

support systems to facilitate women'’s entry into public life.
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concerned about the inadequacy of information provided on  Convention and informed thet@enuhthe institutional
women'’s studies in tertiary education in Ireland. arrangements made since the restoration of democracy. She
éecalled that Chile had established the figeivernmental
chanism for women in the Office of the President of the
universities, as well as information on the activities an@epublicin 1949. She stressed that the establishment of the
N.'ational Office for Women'’s Affairs (SERNAM) in 1991 had

programmes on women’s studies centres, particularly wi| decisive f L ) q .
respect to whether or not they grant degrees and to wingeh a decisive actor in incorporating a gender perspective

extent gender and women'’s studies courses are integrated IRES lPUbe'%E,?“Cy and congor:|dfaf1t|nghthe %r'nc'rﬁcl; of the

the curricula of conventional disciplines in tertiaryeducatioﬁaqua ityo hilean meen,wn ellect throughout thuiatry
through regional offices.

198. Noting the ecent and extensive legislative

developments in Ireland as they pertain to women'’s equali%d" Referring to the actities carried out by SERNAM in

197. The Comirttee requests that the next report provid
sex-disaggregated data on academic personnel in

the Committee also notes that there is a need for continui ’ legi8|ative sphere, the representative stressed that one of
and ongoing training of the judiciary, including magistrateéhe milestones of the century in terms of the status. ofphllean
on gender sensitivity. women was 'Fhe recently approvepl reform of the Gibuson
which established the legal equality of women and men at the
199. The Comnttee encourages the Government to ensurgighest legislative level by amending articles 1 and 19. With
through various means and channels, that gender trainingé@ard to family law, she referred to the adoption of the
not only an integral part of Law School curricula but that i gmestic Violence Act of 1994: in order to fditate the
is also part of the continuing education of legal professiongigplementation of that Act, an inter-ministerial commission
and the judiciary. It also encourages the Government to ensgge the prevention of domestic violence, coordinated by
that an adequate number of women are selected ¥9ERNAM, had been established. She drew attention to the
appointment to specialized courts, such as family courts. oct issued in October 1998 which, in an important reform for
200. The Comiittee requests that the Government resgs  the future of the boys and girls of today, amended the Civil
in its next periodic report to the specific issues raised in the§@de and other pieces of legislation with respectltatfon.

concluding comments. 205. The representative said that, in order to guarantee

201. The Comiittee requests the wide dissemination igquality between husbands and wives at the personal level
Ireland of the present concluding comments, in order to maR8d in respect of property, the 1994 Act established the
the people of Ireland, and in particular governmerharing of assets acquired during a marriage as an alternative
administrators and politicians, aware of the steps that haW@rital property regime.

been taken to ensutke jureand de facto equality for women2pg. The representative drew attention to the implementation
and the further steps that are required in that regard. It algghe Equal Opportunity Plan for Women, 1994-1999, which

requests the Government to continue to disseminate wideg{%d been incorporated into the Government’s programme in
and in particular to women’s and human rights organizationgggs and had become the main tool for implementing the
the Convention, the Committee’s general recommendatiofgnvention and the Platform for Action adopted at the Fourth

and the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. World Conference on Women, Beijing, in 1995. She also

singled out for mention the proposals for policies on equal

opportunities for rural women which SERNAM had drawn

3. Second and third periodic reports up in conjunction with civil society.

Chile 207. The representative of Chile stressed the commitment

of the democratic Governments to overcome extreme poverty
rcip Chile and in that respect reported that SERNAM had
initiated a vocational training programme for low-income
women, particularly women heads of household, which had
helped to reduce the number of poor households in Chile,
through the economic contribution of women.

202. The Comrttee considered the second and thi
periodic reports of Chile (CEDAW/C/CHI/2 and
CEDAWIC/CHI/3) at its 442nd and43rd meetings, held on
22 June 1999 (see CEDAW/C/SR.442 and 443).

(a) Introduction by the State party 208. The representative also stressed that significant legal

203. Inh h ) fthe G changes had been made and major programmatic action
- Inher statement, the representative of the Governmenf o ot in the labour sphere, both in respect of access and

,Of Ch|.le described the social, cu!tural aqd political S:Onte’ﬂnprovement of the conditions for the entry of women into the
in which the Government of Chile was implementing the
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labour market, and in the promotion of shared family ] .
responsibilities and the protection of maternity. She said tha®) Concluding comments of the Committee
SERNAM was continuing to carry out the programme for Introduction

temporary women workers in order to bring the public secto&'s:L3 The Comiitiee expresses its appreciation to the

L?;?r::ze V:;h ;hseltroneiﬁgrsezzg F{[LogilrdiigEthIthlﬁ:gerigéaovemment of Chile for its second and third periodic reports,
9 Y- 9 nd, in particular, for including in the third periodic report

legislative advance.s, she mentloneq the ameno!ment of ta requested by the Committee during its consideration of
Labour Code to provide day care services to working women, " i) report. The Committee commends the

and the protection of maternity leave for domestic Workerébmprehensive and detailed replies to its questions, which

209. The representative drew attention to the considerablere accompanied by statistical data prepared with input from
progress made as regards the health of Chilean women amel ministries and government offices responsible for the
girls, stressing the reduction in maternal mortality to 0.2 pareas in question and from a group of women’s non-
100,000 live births. She &oowledged the incidence ofgovernmental organizations and thematic networks. The
teenage pregnancy and mentioned the special days @wmmittee also appreciated the oral presentation, which
community dialogue on emotional health and sdityedbased demonstrated with transparency and sincerity the progress
on a new educational approach, which SERNAM hagchieved, the obstacles encountered and the constraints which
launched, in cooperation with other State bodies, for theave still to be overcome before thie jureand de facto
purpose of preventing such situations. She also said tlajuality of Chilean women is achieved. In both cases, the
induced abortion was a public health problem in Chile, whe@ommittee gained a broader picture of the overall status of
it was estimated that one abortion was performed for eveliye implementation of the Convention.

four pregnancies, and where abortion was the second Iead'ér?LgZL The Comiittee pays tribute to the Government of Chile

cause of maternal 'mortallty, even though Chilean la%r its decision to send a delegation headed by the Director-
prohibited and penalized all types of abortions.

Minister of the National Office for Women’s Affairs and
210. The representative also informed the Cattee of the composed of experts in the areas of the Convention. The
progress made in the political participation of women iCommittee notes that both the third periodic report and the
various bodies and institutions in the three areas of Stateswers given to Committee members’ questions include
power, especially the grass-roots level, although thaiformation on fulfilment of the commitments under the
participation remained very limited in decision-makingeijing Platform for Action.

bodies, such as the Supreme Court or the Senate. She referred

to the efforts made by various groups with a view to ensuring  pgsitive aspects

the increased participation of women in the Congress. S

also reported that the criteria of equality of opportunities fog%' The Cgmmltee congratulateg the.GovernmenF of Ch.”e
n the adoption of a number of legislative reforms, including

male and femalg Qmployees had been incorporated in varu?Hes amendment of articles 1 and 19 of the Constitution of the
government ministries. . : .

Republic on the equality of women and men; the Domestic
211. The representative referred to the efforts made fiblence Act; reforms to improve the conditions of access to
SERNAM to achieve the institutionalization of the gendegmployment and training, working hours and social benefits
dimension in the public policies of the State. In that respegbr female workers, including domestic workers; and reforms
she indicated that SERNAM had carried out a growing taglf the Civil Code pertaining to family law. These reforms
of sensitization and training in the gender perspective fafiprove legal equality between husband and wife by
public officials and had implemented programmes for thgstablishing a regime of shared assets, introduce a joint family
dissemination of women’s rights by establishing womenisstate and provide for equal treatment of children, whether
rights information centres in all regions of Chile. or not they are born in wedlock.

212. In conclusion, the representative pointed out that theg. The Comiriitee commends the Government for the
Government of Chile was in the process of elaboratingpiitical will it has displayed in implementing the Convention;
another Equal Opportunity Plan for Women, which woulgh strengthening SERNAM by continuing its programmes as
cover the 10-year period 2000-2010, in order to ensure thagiecentralized government office in theuntry’s 13 regions
policies on equality were not dependent on the Governmegid granting it, in addition, budgetary autonomy; and in
in office but rather became policies of State. She stressed thgbpting the Equal Opportunity Plan for Women and
the Plan would be prepared with the participation of ajlnplementing it nationally.

sectors of Chilean society.
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217. The Comiittee also commends the adoption of policies divorce, allows women to remarry after divorce, and grants
and the implementation of a number of government actions women and men the same rights to administer property during
and programmes with a view to ensuring the equality of the marriage and equal rights to property on divorce. It also
girl child and of women in education, resulting in a national recommends that women be granted the right to initiate
literacy rate of 94.6 per cent. The Coriitae commends divorce on the same terms as men.

policies aimed at improving thgllivi'ng cgn'ditions of 23. The Comiittee is concerned at the persistent
temporary female workers and providing job training to you;%ereotypes ofthe role of women and men in society. It notes

of both sexes; the scholarship programme for women he ith concern that such prevailing social patterns, includin
of household; and the high level of primary health-car P d p ’ y

The C . : he G Sdolescent girls dropping out of school because of early
coverage. € ommitiee welcomes the sovernmen ?egnancy, domestic tasks allotted to girls and women and the
decision to mainstream the gender perspective in all soc

. der to int te it in the definit erential obligations assigned to women and men, reveal
programmes in order fo ntegrate it in the definition an at deep-rooted social and cultural prejudices persist so as

ad_op'qon of governr_nent POI'C'eS and to mcorporate_ ﬂ}% negatively affect the achievement of equality for women.
pr|.nC|pIe.0f equality in various spheres, thereby creatinddge committee is concerned that changes in legislation,
solid basis for gender equity. although positive, have been insufficient to bring about full
218. The Comrttee commends the efforts made by the de facto equality between women and men.
Government of Chile both to disseminate informati0524_ The Comiittee is concerned at the low level of
concerning women’s human rights in the various soci Ia

spheres and to uphold those rights. It also notes WiEa
satisfaction the actions taken with the participation of all
governmental sectors and civil society aimed at preventigg- The Comrittee urges the Government to strengthen
and combating domestic violence and which include tietions undertaken through comprehensive strategies,
establishment of a special unit in the Department of Polidgcluding temporary special measures, in accordance with

and the creation of 17 specialized offices in the judiciary. article 4.1 of the Convention, intended to encourage greater
219. The Comi ith satisfaction the foll participation of women in public life, particularly in political
' e Comntitee notes with satisfaction the follow-up todecision-making, and to promote changes in attitudes and

the implementation of the recommendations and decisions

h I : f the 1990s. includi h ﬁ%frceptions both of women and of men, with regard to their
the world conferences of the 1 S, Including the Four spective roles in the home, the family, the workplace and
World Conference on Women, held in Beijing.

society as a whole. In particular, the Committee recommends
that the Government take into account general
recommendations 21 and 23 on equality in marriage, family
relations and public life, and that it strengthen and intensify
220. The Comiitee notes that despite the important rol@ctions aimed at raising awareness of the importance of the
Chilean women have played in the defence of human rightaultiple roles, activities and contributions of women in the
and in the restoration of democracy in their country, theommunity and family, and in general to promote equality of
persistence of stereotypes and traditional attitudes that weights and opportunities between women and men.

aggravated by the after-effects of 20 years of militaryyg The Comrittee expresses concern at the high rate of
dictatorship has slowed down the full implementation Ofthfeenage pregnancy and the fact that a large percentage of

Convention. those young women are single mothers and many of these girls
are in early adolescence. The Committee notes that a
Principal areas of concern and recommendations gypstantial number of teenage pregnancies can be linked to
221. The Comuiittee is concerned at the failure to protec@cts of sexual violence against adolescent girls. It also notes
women under family law, which restricisiter alia, women’s that many girls are made pregnant by adolescent boys. The
ability to administer their own or joint property. TheCommittee further notes with concern that only pregnant girls
Committee is also concerned at the absence of any provis®i® €xpelled from private schools at the secondary and
for dissolution of marriage. These are seriously discriminatoPyeparatory levels.
of women both in their family relations and in the full exercis®27. The Comiittee recommends that the Government and
of their economic and social rights. SERNAM give priority to an examination of the situation of

222. The Comiittee recommends that the Governmerdolescents, and urges the Government to adopt various
introduce and support vigorously legislation which permit&easures to address effectively the sexual and reproductive

rticipation by women in politics and governmental
ministration, especially at the decision-making level.

Factors and difficulties affecting the
implementation of the Convention
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health services and information needs of adolescents, preparation, as well as statistics on the status of women
including through the dissemination of family planning and  workers, improvements in their living conditions, childcare
information on contraceptive methods, throuigiter alia, the facilities and the problem of sexual harassment in the
introduction of effective sex education programmes. It also  workplace.

urges the Governme'nt. to mak.elgll efforts to ensure ,t 32. The Comiittee requests the Government to include in
passage of a law explicitly prohibiting that adolescent gir 9

b led f . d oubli hools b ?next report data on progress in the situation of rural and
e expelled from private and public schools because ﬁdigenous women, especially as regards their health,

pregnancy. employment and educational status.

228. The Comrittee is concerned at the |nadequat§33_ The Committee requests information on the incidence

recognition and protection of the reproductive rights Oa(mong women of all ages of tobacco use, and on abuse of
women in Chile. The Committee is especially concerned 8fcohol and other substances in the next report
the laws prohibiting and punishing any form of abortion. This '

law affects women's health, increases maternal mortality, ag4: The Comnittee recommends that the Government of
causes further suffering when women are imprisoned féhile describe in its next periodic report the measures it

violation of the law. The Committee is also concerned th&dopts to meet the concerns expressed in these concluding
women can only undergo sterilization in a public healthRomments.

institution. It is also concerned that a husband’s consentigs. The Comiittee recommends that these concluding
required for sterilization and a woman who wishes to beomments be widely disseminated in Chile so that Chilean
sterilized must already have four children. The Committegciety as a whole, and the Government, administrators and
considers these provisions to violate the human rights of @bliticians, in particular, are aware of the measures taken to
women. guaranteale jureand de facto equality for women and the

229. The Comiitee recommends that the Governmertirther measures necessary in that respect. The Committee
consider review of the laws relating to abortion with a vie@ls0 requests the Government to continue its wide
to their amendment, in particular to provide safe abortion afdgssemination —of the Convention, the general
to permit termination of pregnancy for therapeutic reasons gcommendations of the Committee and the Beijing Platform
because of the health, including the mental health, of ti@r Action, particularly among women'’s and human rights
woman. The Committee also urges the Government to revi@ganizations.

laws which require health professionals to report women who
undergo abortions to law enforcement agencies and which . .
impose criminal penalties on these women. It also requests4' Third and fourth periodic reports

the Government to strengthen its actions and efforts aimed at ]

the prevention of unwanted pregnancies, including by making  Spain

all kinds of contraceptives more widely available andhweitt

any restriction. The Committee recommends granting wom@d6. The Comiittee considered the third and fourth periodic
the right to undergo sterilization without requiring theireports of Spain (CEDAW/C/ESP/3 and CEDAW/C/ESP/4)
husband’s — or anyone else’s — prior consent. In that its 436th and 437th meetings, on 17 June 1999.
connection, the Committee suggests that the Government take

note of general recommendations 21 on marriage and familga) Introduction by the State party

relations and 24 on article 12, “Women and health”. 237. Inintoducing the report, the representative of Spain

230. The Comiittee notes with concern that many womempointed out that the benchmarks for Spain’'s national

employed by small businesses and in the informal sector egmogrammes on equality of opportunities had been derived
low wages, which makes it difficult for them to enter thdrom the platforms and plans of action which had been

current social insurance system. The Committee is alapproved at the various global conferences, from earlier
concerned that despite the efforts of SERNAM, womeregional preparatory meetings and from the European Union.
seasonal workers find themselves in a particularly precarioAsnumber of legal reforms had been adopted to guarantee
situation as regards working conditions, remuneration aeduality in the entire body of Spanish laws.

childcare. 238. The representative informed the Coittee of the

231. The Comiittee requests the Government to include imarious institutional mechanisms which had been established.
its next report data on the content and implementation of thde Constitution provided for competencies in the area of
new plan for equal opportunity 2000-2010, whichiisder equality of opportunities to be distributed between the State,
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autonomous communities and towouncils and, as a result, inter alia, entrepreneurship among women and their insertion
administrations for the promotion of equality existed in all into the workforce. The Institute for Women’s Issues, in
autonomous communities and women’s affairs units had been collaboration with the Federation of Chambers of Commerce
established in numerous town councils. At the national level, of Spain, provided technical and financial assistance to a large
the Institute for Women'’s Issues, which was attached to the number of women entrepreneurs. The draft legislation aimed
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, was the agency atreconciling the family and working lives of women, which
charged with promoting government policies in the area of had been submitted to Parliament, contained provisions for
equality. The Minister of Labour and Social Affairs chaired maternity or paternity leave.

the Institute’s Governing Council, which was responsible fc§42 Despite theacent advances made, participation in
implementing policies to coordinate the work of the diﬁererﬁecision-making, which was another area of key importance
ministerial departments concerned with women. The objectiye . - 4o cament of women. continued to be limited. The

of the Dlrectorate-QeneraI O,f the Institute was _to ensu e‘(arcentage of women parliamentarians had increased from
maximum coherence in the various equal opportunity polici $ per cent in 1989-1993 to 22 per cent in the national
elaborated by the national Government and the autonomc,x_u&r”ament and from 7 per cent to 20 per cent in the

f:otr;:mumtll(esf. tl:orgovern.mergal orglf';\n|zdat|0n§ pe;r?cuf;]at.e Iarliaments of the autonomous communities. The number of
In the work ol the t5overning Louncil and received teChniCy,, ,qap employed in ministries, State secretariats and the

and financial assistance for the implementation ofspeciquubIiC service had increased considerably, to 45 per cent.

programmes. Studies and campaigns had been carried out to ensure more
239. The representative tined the priorities of the different  active participation by women itipcal and social life, but

Plans of Action for Equal Opportunities. The main objective the structures and organizations of power, which were male
of the First Plan (1988-1990) was to enact legislation that dominated, continued to be an obstacle.

would ensure consistency between the domestic legal or%r& Her Government had adopted numerous measures to
and th? provisions of the Const.itution with respect to th&iminate violence against women. In 1998, it had approved
protection and guaran.tee (_)f equality. The 3900“9‘ Hl993f _the 1998-2000 Plan of Action on violence against women,
1995) was focused pr|marlly on education, vocational traininghich had been prepared in collaboration with ministerial
a}nd health. The Third I?Ign (,1997'2000) ha‘,‘ followed tr@epartments, autonomous communities, local municipal
lines O,f European policies In that area, W'th a VIeW 1, hcils and non-governmental organizations. The Plan
prqmotmg a common policy and ensuring gendq{ontained elements for a comprehensive response to the
mainstreaming in all programmes and policies. problem of violence against women, including awareness-
240. The representative informed the Coitte® of the raising and prevention, education and training, social
progress that had been made in the field of education, in resources, health, legislation and judicial practice, and
which women had made significant strides. For example, in  investigation.

only seven years, the number of women who had SmeittﬁgA The representative highlighted the important role of the

QOctorqI_thgses ha‘." risen l.)y. 202 per.cent. Gendgr-ba rmation media and informed the Committee of the work
inequalities in vocational training and higher education h ing done by the Advertising Monitoring Unit, which had

been reduced considerably, even though some ge”der'b%‘a e an important contribution to the elimination of
differences remained in the choice of fields of study. A reVie‘inscrimination in the portrayal of women in the media

of teaching materials and curricula had been begun In

collaboration with the universities and a start had also be@A>- The situation of women in rural areas had changed
made on the mainstreaming of gender in training courses. T¢RSiderably, since young rural women sought employment
Ministry of Education and the Spanish Confederation &utside of agriculture and the home. Only 25 per cent of rural
Associations of Parents of Students jointly promoted nof@ndowners were women, while the average size of their
sexist teaching, sex education and shared famifjoperties was only a third of that of male landowners.
responsibilities. A commission had undertaken a critical46. Priority areas in the field of the advancement of women
review of the dictionary of the Spanish Royal Academy anghd health were the prevention of gynaecological cancer, care
had pUbllShed various prOpOS&lS for inclusion in a new edlthar pregnant women, menopause, information on and follow-
of the dictionary. up of contraceptive use, and the prevention of unwanted
241. The employment rate for women rgmhe up during the Pregnancies, especially among adolescents.

1990s, following the adoption of a variety of measures. The

Spanish Kingdom’s Action Plan for Employment promoted,
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247. She concluded by stressing that indifyhad ceased in April 1998, of a Plan of Action on violence against women
to be a problem that affected only women and had become a  with specific budgetary allocations for each of the areas

social problem. covered by the Plan. It notes the high level of women’s
educational achievement, especially at the tertiary level. The
(b) Concluding comments by the Committee Committee commends the Government foraguizing, and

addressing by different means, stereotypical attitudes as a

major source of women'’s continuing disadvantage.
248. The Comittee expresses its appreciation to the

Government of Spain for submitting detailed third and fourth  Factors and difficulties affecting the

periodic reports, containing data disaggregated by sex. It jmplementation of the Convention

commends the Government for the comprehensive written . o
replies to the Committee’s questions and its oral presentati ,4' The Commtee. notes '_[hat there are no 5|gn|f|qant
which provided additional information on the current situatio,f‘fictOrs or 'dlffICU|tIeS Wh'ch prevent_ the —effective
of the implementation of the Convention. It appreciates tHglplementatlon of the Convention in Spain.

frank and open manner in which the State party shared with o )

the Committee its analysis of the situation of women and the ~ Principal areas of concern and recommendations
identification of areas for further progress.

Introduction

255. The Comrittee notes that the Spanish Constitution

249. The Comiittee commends the Government of Spain for allows for a high degreeeoémrdralization and that

having sent a large delegation, headed by the Director- competence in respect of equal opportunities has been
General of the Institute for Women'’s Issues. The Committee transferred to ti®endus communities. While noting that

notes that recent governmental action, and in particular the such decentralization may facilitate greater involvement of
Third Plan of Action for Equal Opportunities, are placeditizens, in particular women, in decision-making processes,
within the context of the implementation of the Beijing the Committee expresses its concern that in the absence of

Platform for Action. effective monitoring mechanisms of the national Government,
such decentralization may lead to an uneven enjoyment by
Positive aspects women of the rights protected under the Convention in the

250. The Comirittee commends the Government on its stronatate party.

commitment to achieving equality and equal oppoities for 256. The Comiittee recommends that the Government
women, reflected in the sustained progress it has achieved#atefully monitor equality measures taken at the level of the
implementing the Convention since the consideration of tfgéitonomous communities and their coherence and
second periodic report in 1992. accountability with national equality policies. It also urges the

251 The Comriitee welcomes the adontion of the Thim\Government to ensure strong links between the central and
PIar.1 of Action for Equal O ortunities?[997-2000) It ocal Governments and full support to the Women'’s Sectoral
. qual ©pp . o Conference so as to enable it to implement fully its role as a
welcomes the introduction of gender mainstreaming as _a . ) .
strategy involving all State bodies, the autonomou@eChamsm for collaboration between the central and regional
communities and civil society, as well as the view that th%overnments.
achievement of gender equality is a societal concern, ratl#&7. The Comiittee expresses concern that notwithstanding
than a women'’s issue, and is the responsibility of the Staifee Government’s active policy and concrete measures to
and its authorities. eliminate them, stereotypical gender-based attitudes persist

252. The Comiittee commends the work of the ltitsite for with regard to the. roles waomen and menin the homg, in the
grkplace and in society. The Committee is particularly

Women's Issues and commends the Government on t\f\{e

establishment of the Sectoral Women’s Conference asconcerned that while women are gradually becoming

consultative and deliberative body to ensure consisteng egrated into the world of work, men are not becoming

C . .

between the State’s equality and equal opportunities poli'@}%m\/ed in parental and household tasks in a comparable rate
. and manner.

and those of the autonomous communities.

?58. The Comiittee recommends that high priority be placed

253. The Comrittee notes with appreciation the use o n efforts to eradicate traditional stereotypes that perpetuate

affirmative action measures, especially in the field of. o L ;
) irect and indirect discrimination against women. The
employment, to overcome obstacles to women’s de fac

. . Committee encourages the State party to strengthen
equality. It also commends the Government on the adoption . -
educational measures, beginning at a very early age, and to
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increase its collaboration with civil society organizations, the professional development opportunities offered in the private
media and the private sector so as to achieve greater balance sector with a view to assessing their potential for indirect
in the roles and responsibilities of women and men, discrimination against women.

particu_larly 'in th‘? sh.a.ring of family resp.onsibilities. IN>63. While welcoming the adoption of a Plan of Action on
promoting this policy, 'F IS algo necessaryS|mullta'neously_(ﬂolence against women (1998-2000) covering six areas of
encourage greater participation of womenin demsmn-makn&%tivity and with specific resource allocation for each area,

in public life. and the amendment to the Penal Code in 1999 concerning
259. The Comiittee notes that women’s participation in the offences against sexual freedom, as well as on trafficking, the
labour market is one of the priority areas in the Third Plan of Committee is concerned about the apparent increase in
Action, and that the Employment Plan for 1998 is also domestic violence.

contributing to a change in the situation O,f women in th564. The Comrittee urges the Government to ensure that
Iabour' market. Thesz t:neasures, notW|tr1|;stanQ|qg, _thﬁorous attention is paid to domestic violence in the
FZomhmlltt(at)e IS concsrng that V\;OLnerll S overa part'C'pat'qH1plem<—:‘ntation of the Plan of Action. The effectiveness of the
In the labour mar et ,'i onle of the owestfamong V;l/elsc:,eg?eps taken should be monitored on a regular basis, and a
Eurqpean countries, wit only 32 percento women hot In(Q)mprehensive impact assessment undertaken at the end of
full-time employmgnt, while the rate of women in part-timey, period covered by the Plan. The Committee also
emp!oyment remains at 76 per cent. Women'’s unempIoymer@lbommendS that as experience is gained from
rate is almost double that of men and, on ayerage, Women ?ﬁﬁ'blementation of the Plan based on good practices the
about 30 per cgnt less than men..Wh|Ie new IegISI"J‘t'qﬁlovernment continue to introduce appropriate measures to

employment, without addressing long-term structural issugﬁd prosecution of domestic violence complaints be

of women's double burden of paid and gnpald quk‘ Thes(ﬁldertaken on a par with other criminal offences.
measures may also lead to the perpetuation and reinforcement
of stereotypical attitudes about women’s famil@65. The Comittee is concerned at the significant increase

responsibilities, rather than increasing their participation IR abortions among adolescents aged 15 to 19 years old.
the labour market. 266. The Comiiitee recommends that abortions among

260. The Comrtee urges the Government to monito@dolescents be addressed by a multiplicity of means, including
carefully the impact of legislation governing part-time worl@de-appropriate sex education in primary and secondary
and its potential for unintentionally trapping women in thi§chools.

type of employment. The Committee also urges thgs7. Notwithstanding the existence ofjaod preventive
Government to assess continuously the adequacy of jislicy on HIV/AIDS, the Committee is concerned at the
incentive programmes for women entrepreneurs and jifcrease in women's infection rate with HIV/AIDS. The
monitor the need for comprehensive programmes providi@mmittee is also concerned at the high level of women’s

information, training, economic incentives and skillgrug and tobacco consumption and other substance abuses.
development to ensure success for women in small a

medium-sized enterprises. 588 The Comiittee recommends that awareness-raising

campaigns be undertaken concerning the preventable health
261. While welcoming women’s high level of educationahazards stemming from talsco consumption, and that the
achievement, especially at the university level where womelged be assessed for additional regulatory and education
are in the majority, the Committee expresses concern thaéasures to prevent and reduce smoking by women,
those achievements are not yet reflected in womenggpecially among adolescents and young women. The
equivalent access to, and representation in, the labour markeémmittee also calls for further study of the causes for the
In particular, while men’s and women'’s share in public-sect@ficrease in drug and alcohol use among women. The
employment is balanced, men hold two thirds of all jobs in theommittee invites the State party to provide in its next report
private sector. detailed information on the provision of health services and
262. The Comiittee recommends that the Government studigalth insurance to women, and in particular the potential and
the causes for women remaining undepresented in @ctual impact on women of any steps considered or taken
employment commensurate with their educational level, affvards privatization of the health sector.

examine, in particular, recruitment practices, training and
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269. While the Comiittee appreciates the Government's recommends that measures be taken to improve their level of
declared intention to apply the gender mainstreaming strategy literacy, including legal literacy.

in all policies and programmes, it notes the absence of a%¥6. The Comrittee requests that the Government respond

Sﬁ/stzmatlc attehqt|on to, or_pohcyfd;:ected atthe changesiwits next periodic report to the specific issues raised in these
the demographic composition of the State party. It notescgncIuoling comments.

lack of attention to the situation of older women and the

implications of demographic changes for women’s healtd/7. The Comritee requests the wide dissemination in
poverty, pension entitlements and elder abuse. Ti¥ainofthe present concluding comments, in order to make
Committee is particularly concerned that, according to ttBe€ people of Spain, and particularly government
oral replies of the State party, women’s domestic work arffiministrators and politicians, aware of the steps that have
care for older persons are the two most important obstack&en taken to ensutke jureand de facto equality for women

to women’s equal participation in public life, and that 83 peand further steps that are required in that regard. It also
cent of those caring for older persons are women. requests the Government to continue to disseminate widely,

and in particular, to women’s and human rights organizations,

270. The Comitice rgcommends that the S|tuat|on.of Olde1rhe Convention, the Committee’s general recommendations
women be addressed in a comprehensive manner in the the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action

Plan on Equal Opportunities as a matter of priority, and in a

cross-cutting and cross-sectoral manner, with emphasis on

older women'’s pension entitlements. It also recommends that  nited Kingdom of Great Britain and
the care requirements for older persons be addressed through Northern Ireland

public policy measures in order to establish societal

requnsibility for' their well-being, rather t.han aIIowi_ng_ .it tO278. The Comiittee considered the third and fourth periodic
remain predominantly as women's unpaid responsibility. reports of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
271. While the Comiittee notes the efforts deployed toreland (CEDAW/C/UK/3 and Add.1 and 2; and

reduce the illiteracy rate among women, it urges theEDAW/C/UK/4 and Add.1-4) at its 429th and 430th

Government to strengthen this policy in order to reduageetings, on 10 June 1999.

women’s illiteracy and thereby enable them to have access

to information concerning their rights under the Convention.(a) Introduction by the State party

272. The Comiittee is concerned at the lack of informatiorp79. |n intioducing the third and fourth periodic reports, the
on the number and type of women’s studies courses r&presentative noted that since the submission of the third
institutions of higher learning. It recommends that thgeriodic report, and following the elections in 1997,
Government provide this information in its next periodigubstantial policy changes had occurred. The fourth periodic
report. report represented the current situation in the State party. She

273. The Comiittee notes with appreciation that the issu@lso drew attention to the presence in the delegation of
of women in rural settings is one of the 10 areas of concef¥Perts to address the situation of women in Scotland and
in the Third Plan of Action for Equal Opportunities. At theNorthern Ireland, where responsibility was devolved, and of
same time, the Committee is concerned about the lack of dég®resentatives of different parts of the Government with

with regard to rural women’s poverty, employment ratdesponsibility for women’s issues. Emphasis was placed on
health situation, and educational achievement. It also not8§ clear vision for equality for women, represented by a new
a lack of data and information on the situation of other groupp@nge of policies, and of new institutions and structures within

of particularly vulnerable women, such as disabled womefovernment.

274. The Comiittee is concerned at the situation of foreig?80. The representative stressed the Government's
women workers in domestic service, asylum seekers affgmmitment to equality of opportunity and fairness for all and
women who may be living clandestinely in Spain. Thé0 the elimination of discrimination against women. This

Comnmittee is concerned that these women may lack adequ@§ompassed the positive goal ofimproving women's overall
protection from violence and abuse. position in society and included a commitment to giving men

275 The Comi ds that the situati tth the chance to take on roles traditionally assumed by women.
- The Commitee recommends that the situation of thesgy, o obligations under the Convention on the Elimination of

women workers be assessed in greater depth, with particu & Forms of Discrimination against Women and the policy

emphagls on the types of work, Ieg|slat|_ve ProVvISIONg, -ommendations of the Beijing Declaration and the Platform
governing their employment, and de facto situation. It also
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for Action were catalysts for helping the Government to equality legislation, including sex discrimination and equal
deliver its goals. Through a process of gender mainstreaming, pay legislation, for women’s issues generally, and for the
the major departments of State had policy and programme administration of the new Equality Commission. The
responsibility to promote the women’s agenda as an integral representative stressed the commitment to a continuing and
part of their wider responsibilities. Other partners also played effective process on women’s issues in Northern Ireland.

a critical role in achieving the goal of equality for WOMeNyos A commitment to promoting equal opport
including the private sector, nagevernmental organizationsunderloinned the devolution settlement with regard to
and civil society. Close cooperation was maintained with t@cotland The Equal Opportunities Committee of the
EquaI.Op'portunmes Commission ar)q with non-governmen grliament had a wide remit, including power to initiate new
organizations. The Equal Opportunities Commission and t gislation. A new Equality Unit in the Scottish Executive

Women's National Commission contributed to th‘?‘Nould play a key role in supporting mainstreaming of all

preparation of the fourth periodic report. policy and programme developments, implementation and
281. Inhighlighting key policy developments relating to the evaluation in areas of geader,and disability. Women’s
Convention, the representative noted, in particular, the representation in the Scottish Parliament (37 per cent) and
National Childcare Strategy, budgetary reforms such as an in the Cabinet (3 out of 10) was noted, and consultative
increased child benefit, working families tax credit, the processes with women’s organizations were highlighted.

introduction of the national minimum wage, pension rGfomb86. With regard to Wales, the representative noted that the
employment programmes (the New Deals), including tho%elsh Assembly would have no new powers to create

benefiting women, |mplement.at|on of the Social Chapter ?égislation, but will have transferred to it the powers currently

the European Union and family-friendly employment. held by the Secretary of State for Wales. A standing

282. The representative stressed the commitment to “joined- déte@mon equality was to be created, supported by an

up” and more open Government, which was reflected in the equality policy unit. Of those elected to the new Welsh
establishment of new machinery and processes. The Assembly, 28 were women (42 per cent), and four women had
appointment of two Ministers for Women, the creation of the been appointed to the 8-person Cabinet.

Worr;]en’.s Unit mhthe C?:blg.et O;hcl;a and new Cross-cuttinggs - | adition to the important developments in devolution,
mec anls,ms suchasata Inet Subcommittee on women representative highlighted the role of the Treasury and of
a women'’s policy group allowed for focused attention t?ne 1999 budget with regard to women. The new budget

WOmMEN's ISSUes. It,WE‘S pomtgd out that the number ofwom focess had a more strategic orientation, which sought to
in Parliament and in the Cabinet had reached the highest le B%ress the causes of problems, rather than to remedy their

ever. The represeqtative id_entif_ied a number of an_tinu'@fects. It also required a gender impact assessment, as well
challenges, including the implication of the decision t9q mainstreaming. The overall emphasis of the 1928t

ma;qstref?;n Women,s |ssu<;§ and the relllated relatlv,el?/ l%ﬁs on poverty reduction, which had a series of implications
profiie o the women's machinery, as well as Women's 1acg, . \omen and children, including a new tax rate that

of information about government action on their behalf. - q:0 g low-earning women: a new low basic tax rate;

283. The process of devolution reflecting the diversity in the reduction in National Insurance contributionsilic@r8 m
State party represented a major constitutional change. While women; extension of maternity pay to low-paid women in
the Government of the United Kingdom retained overall part-time work; new maternity grants; a further real increase
responsibility for implementation of theddvention, certain in child benefits; and additional support for lone parents.

responsibilities were being devolved to the Scottis 8. In conclusion, the representative noted that the

Parliament, the Northern Ireland.Assemny and the Nat'?”élovernment had put in place the main structural elements and
Assgmbly for Walgs, respect|vely.' Th? representatives, progress was being made in addressing the continuing
prowdgd an overview of the Ieglsllatlve powers anﬂ'lstitutional and cultural obstacles that women continued to
institutional structures and of mechanisms responsible fﬁ{ce. Sheunderlined the Government's determination to
women'’s issues and of planned as well as ongoing aCtiViti%%cure further improvement for women.

It was noted that detailed post-devolution working

arrangements would be decided by Ministers in due cours?b) Concluding comments of the Committee

284. Women in Northern Ireland had played a very active

role in the peace process and 14 women had been elected to
the new Northern Ireland Assembly, which had a total of 10839. The Comiittee expresses its appreciation to the
seats. Transferred responsibilities included respdiityibor ~ Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Introduction
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Northern Ireland for submitting detailed third and fourth amended Sex Discrimination Act (1996), the Protection from
periodic reports containing data disaggregated by sex. It Harassment Act (1997), the Sex Offenders Act (1997), and
commends the Government for the comprehensive written the National Minimum Wag&9%9@)(
replies to the Committee’s questions and its oral presentation
that further clarified recent developments in the State party.  Factors and difficulties affecting the
It appreciates the open manner in which the report was implementation of the Convention
prepared f';md presenteq and, in particular, the breao]th qf . The Comittee notes that there are no significant
consultative process with non-governmental organlzatlops e . :

. ) o factors or difficulties which prevent the effective
during the preparation of the fourth periodic report. This . S . .

. |mrplementat|0n ofthe Convention in the United Kingdom of
enriched the reports and enabled a large number of wo .
. . . mk?reat Britain and Northern Ireland.
to become informed about the Convention and the rights

rotected by it. o .
P y Principal areas of concern and recommendations

290. The Comnitee commends the Government of th . .
?96. The Comnitee notes the fundamental constitutional

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland fo . ) . .
g@anges in the State party, including the devolution of a

having sent a large delegation with a high degree of experti -
which was led by the Director of the Women'’s Unit, Cabine?%egree of power and responsibility fgovernment to elected

Office, and included officials from various branches o odies in Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. The

Government and from the Scottish and Northern Irelan ommltteg notes, howgver, that. the obligation for
offices. Their participation enhanced the quality of th plementing the Convention rests with the Government of

constructive dialogue between the State party and t e United Kingdom. The Committee notes that different

Committee. The Committee notes that the reports refer g/ mes are being established in Wales, Scotland and

steps taken by the Government to implement the Beijir%orther.n Ilrec:fsmdl W'.trll ?asponcjslb(:;hty fotr V\t/pmen s.e.qualltyd
Platform for Action. ISsues, including legislative and administrative provisions an

mechanisms. The Committee is concerned that the protection

. of women’s human rights will be uneven.
Positive aspects

. 297. The Comrittee urges the Government to ensure that
291. The Comrttee commends the Government for . e 9 )
X . . .there is a unified national strategy and policy for the
withdrawing some reservations entered to the Convention . - .
e . . . Implementation of all provisions of the Convention so that all

upon ratification and on the fact that remaining reservatlor\}vsomen in the entire territory of the State party can benefit
are kept under review. The Committee notes that this is In y party

) . , ) equally as a result of the Government’s obligations under the
keeping with one of the Government’'s commitments made . . .
onvention and its stated commitment to the goal®fure
the Fourth World Conference on Women.

and de facto equality for women. The Committee urges the
292. The Comrittee notes the commitment to “joined-up”"Government to extend the legislative provisions for
and open Government and especially the programme rpéinstreaming equality for women in Northern Ireland to the
consultation on public policy issues with women who are negst of the United Kingdom. The Conittee also calls on the
members of representative organizations. It also commer@svernment to monitor the implementation of the Convention
the decision to mainstream women'’s issues into all areascefrefully and, in particular, the practical arrangements that
work of the Government, particularly into the work of theare being put in place on equality issues.

Treasury and the budget process. The Committee Welcorréegs& The Comrittee recognizes that only a short period of

the establishment of the Cabinet Subcommittee on Womgn ; . . S
Eme has elapsed since the introduction of new legislation and

and the creation of governmental machinery on women’s ... . . o
) . L olicies in areas such as the national minimum wage, the New
issues and its role as catalyst and facilitator f

mainstreaming eals (em.ployment prqgrammes) for women, the new
' outcome-oriented budgeting process anddpetary reforms,

293. The Comiittee welcomes the adoption of the regionathe commitment to family-friendly employment, and since the

human rights instruments and the enactment of the Hum@scision was made to mainstream women’s issues into all

Rights Act 1998. This will create an environment in whickyreas of Government.

women'’s human rights can be developed to comply fully wit

. 999. The Comrttee urges the Government to ensure
the Convention.

rigorous analysis and evaluation of recently introduced and
294. The Comrittee also welcomes legislative changes singslanned policies and their implications fde jureand de
the consideration of the second reportin 1991, including tl&cto equality for women. It also invites the Government to
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continue to refine its mainstreaming approach and the cross- The Committee recommends that specific strategies be
sectoral and cross-cutting approach to issues. The Gtieean adopted to encourage women to seek public office and
requests the Government in its fifth periodic report to provide governmental appointments, including mentoring, networking

a comprehensive assessment of the impact of these efforts so  and review of merit qualifications to reflect a broader range
that the Committee can evaluate changes in relation to the of experiences and skKills.

Convention. In pa.rtlcular., the Comrmttee rqueSt,S t%S. The Comiittee is concerned at the lack of information
Goyernmgnt to monitor the implementation of policies in thﬁrovided by the State party with regard to the implementation
entire territory of the State party. of the Convention, as well as at the limited follow-up to

300. While welcoming the adoption of the Human Rights Act commitments made at the Fourth World Conference on
1998, the Comittee emphasizes that the European Women inthe overseas territories, most notably the Isle of
Convention on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms Man, the Turks and Caicos Islands, the Virgin Islands and the
does not provide for the full range of women’s human rights  Falkland Islands (Malvinas).

incorporated in the Convention on the Elimination of A”S;O4. The Comrittee recommends that the State party take
Forms of Dlscr|m|n§\tlon against Women. In particular, thg” necessary measures to implement the Convention in its
European Convention on Human Rights and Fundamen erseas territories, and to provide comprehensive
Freedoms does not expressly provide for the rights to equalWormation on steps and measures taken in this regard in its
in article 2 of the Convention. Nor does it contain a positivgext report.

obligation for Governments to eliminate indirect

discrimination as defined in article 1 of the Convention 0$05. The Comiittee expresses concern at the disadvantaged
provide for temporary special measures as set out in arti§iéuation of women belonging to ethnic minorities,
4.1 of the Convention. The Committee is concerned that tR@twithstanding the existence of legislative protection against
Government, as stated in the oral replies, considers tfigcrimination on the basis of race and ethnicity. Ethnic
obligations under the Convention to be of a much mof@inority women continue to experience higher levels of
“orogrammatic” nature than the European Convention dfiemployment, lower levels of education and training, lower
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and thus diffict®ges and salaries and fewer benefits than white women.

to introduce into common law. The Conittee considers that 306. The Comiittee recommends that steps be taken to

nonetheless full implementation of thee@vention can be ensure the elimination of direct and indirect discrimination
achieved. against ethnic minority women, including through positive

301. The Comiittee recommends that the Government giv@Ction in recruitment, awareness campaigns and targeted
further consideration to the introduction of legislatiorifaining, education, employment and health-care strategies.

covering all aspects of the Convention, in particular thgo7. The Comiittee is concerned at the continuing pay gap
provisions of article 1 to prohibit indirect discrimination anthetween women and men where figures for 1998 show that
to prOVide women with effective remedies against indire%tverage hour|y earnings of full-time women emp|0yees
discrimination. The Committee also urges the Governmegnounted to around 80 per cent of men’s earnings and
to introduce |egi5|ative prOteCtion for the rlghtS in article 2W0men’s average gross Week|y earnings were around 72 per
and to take further measures to implement article 4.&ent of men’s earnings. The Committee is particularly
including legislative measures, and to set goals for womertgncerned that women working in higher education including
equal representation in all areas and at all levels. It alggademic staff consistentlgceive lower pay than their male

recommends that the Government give consideration ¢gunterparts and do not advance in their careers as rapidly or
incorporating the Convention on the Elimination of All Formsn the same numbers as men.

of Discrimination against Women into domestic law, as it h
incorporated the European Convention on Human Rights
Fundamental Freedoms.

8. The Comiittee recommends that the Government use
its new employment policies to address the pay gap between
women’s and men’s earnings. It urges the Government to
302. The Comiititee notes with concern that the numbers aneview the Equal Pay Act, taking into account developments
percentage of women in public and political life, in theahat have refined the concepts of equal pay for equal work and
judiciary, in positions of higher education and in other aredsr work of comparable value. It urges the Government to
remain far from equal with men. The Committee recommendéaplement any recommendations that might be contained in
that the State party undertake a critical evaluation of thlee report on higher education pay with a view to eliminating
impact and sufficiency of current measures to comply fullgiscrimination. It also recommends that the Government
with its obligations under articles 7 and 8 of ther@ention. assess the impact of cultural stereotypes and women’s
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reproductive responsibilities on the continuing pay gap. In  often held in prisons situated far from their families. It also

this regard, it invites the Government to pursue its efforts notes that the defence of provocation is not widely available
towards providing men more opportunities to take on roles to women victims of violence who are charged with murder
traditionally assumed by women, to continue to review and and that there is a low level of convictions for rape and sexual
rationalize maternal and parental leave and benefits, and to violence.

share its findings and insights with the Committee in its NeXi s The Comrittee recommends that the Government

report. intensify its efforts to understand the causes for the apparent

309. Noting the Government'’s efforts and will to address the increase in women’s dlitgniaad to seek alternative

issue, the Committee is nonetheless seriously concerned at  sentencing and custodial strategies for minor infringements.
the level of teenage conception in the State party, which is the Italso calls on the Government to improve the education of
highest rate among the countries of Western Europe, and at  judges with regard to domestic violence so that these cases
the consequences of early motherhood, such as lower are given the same attention and consideration as cases
educational achievement, higher levels of poverty and greater  brought under other provisions of the criminal law.

reliance on social welfare. The Committee is also concerngd,  The Comrittee notes that demographic change in the
atthe high rates of sexct;algy tran;ml';;tecédlsea_ses, espec@ Yte party requires urgent action with regard to the situation
among teenagers aged 16 to 19. The Committee notes wigh, e women, and of related implications for women’s

concern that the Abortlon AC,t 1967 does .not eXte”‘,‘ 'i‘?ealth, poverty and especially pension entitlements, elder
Northern Ireland where, with limited exceptions, abort'oﬁbuse and accommodation

continues to be illegal.
315. The Comnttee recommends that the situation of older

312' The Comngtee (;zcommgrgds thatltgtalngge ?Oncept'CWomen be addressed in a cross-cutting and cross-sectoral
and pregnancy be addressed by a muftiplicity o MeasUr&Fanner, with a view to ensuring adequate provision for their

mcludlng a greater focus on male rgspon§|b|I|ty gnd arevi ysical, mental, economic and social well-being.
of the primary school curriculum with a view to introducin

age-appropriate sex education. It also recommends k6. The Comrittee requests that the Government include
allocation of resources for prevention and treatmeffl its nextreport a comprehensive discussion of measures,
programmes for sexually transmitted diseases directedigluding legislation and policies, taken to alleviate women'’s
adolescents within a holistic approach to sexual amPverty and the results of these measures both in terms of
reproductive health, including sexual violence. Th&emedying existing poverty and preventing women from
Committee also recommends that the Government initiatdaling into poverty and breaking the inter-generational cycle

process of public consultation in Northern Ireland on refor@f Poverty. The Government is also requested to provide
of the abortion law. detailed information on progress in devolution and its impact

. . L . on women’s enjoyment of their rights covered under the
311. While noting the legislation and measures in place Eynvention
address violence against women, the Committee is concerned' S

at the absence of a national strategy on the prevention aht/- The Comritiee requests that the Government resgs
elimination of violence against women. According tdn Its next periodic report to the specific issues raised in these
information available to the Committee, women in Northerfoncluding comments.

Ireland are particularly affected by violence. The Committe®18. The Comrittee requests the wide dissemination in the
recommends that a unified and multifaceted national strategyited Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
to eliminate violence against women be implemented {Acluding its overseas territories, of the present concluding
include legal, educational, financial and social componengemments, in order to make the people of the United
in particular support for victims. Kingdom, and particularly government administrators and

312. The Comiittee is concerned at several aspects of tHoliticians, aware of the steps that have been taken to ensure
criminal justice system in relation to women. It notes the higie jureand de facto equality for women and the further steps
number of women in prison, particularly those from ethnithat are required in that regard. It also requests the
minorities. Many women have been imprisoned for drugeovernment to continue to disseminate widely, and in
related offences or because of the criminalization of minfarticular, to women's and human rights organizations, the
infringements, which in some instances seem indicative gPnvention, the Comittee’s general recommendations and
women’s poverty. It also notes that in the United Kingdonthe Beijing Declaration and the Platform for Action.

and particularly in Northern Ireland, young female offenders

are held in adult prisons, there are inadequate educational and

rehabilitative programmes for women prisoners and they are
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3. Future meetings

Chapter V
Ways and means of expediting the
work of the Committee

325. The Comrttee requested the Division for the

Advancement of Women to look into the modalities required

for the Committee to meet, on a biennial basis, from the year
001, at the United Nations Office at Geneva and inform the

319. The Comrttee considered ways and means
expediting the work of the Comittee (agenda item 6) at its
426th and 444th meetings, on 8 and 25 June 1999.

320. The item was intduced by the Chief of the
Women'’s Rights Unit of the Division for the Advancemen
of Women, who introduced the report of the Secretari
(CEDAW/C/1999/1l/4) and drew attention to a working pape?

ommittee of its findings at the next session.

4. Members of the pre-session working group for

the twenty-third session

§126. The Comirittee decided that the members of the pre-
ession working group for the twenty-third session and their

on draft rules of procedure (CEDAW/C/1997/WG/WP.1) analternates should be:

proposals thereon.

Action taken by the Committee under
agendaitem 6

1. Rules of procedure

321. The Comiittee decided to continue consideration of its
rules of procedure at its twenty-second session. It requested
the Secretariat to integrate the discussion at the twenty-first
session and the proposals presented by Silvia Cartwright into
a working paper to be presented at its twenty-second session.

Members

Charlotte Abaka (Africa)

Savitri Goonesekere (Asia)

Rosalyn Hazelle (Latin America and the Caribbean)
Hanna Beate Schoépp-Stimg (Europe)

Alternates

Yung-Chung Kim (Asia)

Zelmira Regazzoli (Latin America and the Caribbean)
Anne Lise Ryel (Europe)

Kongit Sinegiorgis (Africa)

5. Reports to be considered at future sessions

322. The Comrittee decided that members should submit
written comments on the rules of procedure and MS:

27.

The Comrttee decided that it would consider the

Cartwrights’s proposals thereon to the Division for thg)IIov'ving. reports at its twenty-second and twenty-third
Advancement of Women by 31 July 1999. These comment§SS!ONs:

would be sent to Ms. Cartwright and integrated into the
working paper.

2. Draft optional protocol to the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women

323. In the light of a briefing by Silvia Cartwright, the
resource person appointed by the Committee to attend
meetings of the Open-ended Working Group on the
Elaboration of a Draft Optional Protocol to the Convention,
the Committee requested the Secretariat to provide
information at its twenty-second session on procedures
employed with regard to existing treaty-based
communications and inquiry mechanisms.

324. The Comiittee also requested the Secretariat to provide
a substantive comparative analysis of the draft optional
protocol to the Convention adopted by the Commission on the
Status of Women at its forty-third session with existing United

Nations treaty-based communications and inqui

Twenty-second session
Initial reports

India
Jordan
Myanmar

Initial, second and third periodic reports
Democratic Republic of the Congo
Second and third periodic reports

Burkina Faso
Luxembourg

Third periodic reports
Belarus

Combined second and third periodic reports and
fourth periodic reports

Germany

¥ the event that one of the above-mentioned States parties

mechanisms. should be unable to present its report, the Catten will

consider the initial reports of Lithuania and Maldives.
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Twenty-third session Action taken by the Committee under
Initial reports agendaitem5
Lithuania
Maldives 1. Special session of the General Assembly entitled

“Women 2000: gender equality, development

Republic of Moldova g )
and peace in the twenty-first century”

Third periodic reports } L
331. The Comittee requested the Division for the

Iraq Advancement of Women to explore the possibility of all
Netherlands experts attending the special session of the General Assembly
Third and fourth periodic reports entitled “Women2000: gender eqliéy, development and
. peace in the twenty-first century”. It suggested if that is not
Austria . . .
possible, at least one representative of each regional group,
Fourth periodic reports in addition to the Chairperson, should attend the special
Cuba session.
Romania

Special session of the General Assembly to
review and appraise the implementation of the
Programme of Action of the International
Conference on Population and Development

In the event that one of the above-mentioned States partiesz'
should be unable to present its report, the Cattan will
consider the combined second, third and fourth periodic
reports of Jamaica, and the combined third and fourth periodic

reports of Mongolia. 332. The Comiittee adopted the following statement, which
it forwarded together with its general recommendation 24 on
6. Dates of the twenty-second session of article 12 of the Convention, “Women and health”, to the
the Committee above-mentioned special session of the General Assembly:
328. Consistent with the calendar of conferences for 2000, In 1994, the Comnttee on the Elimination of

the twenty-second session should be held from 17 Januaryto Discrimination against Women contributed to the
4 February 2000. The pre-session working group for the  International ~ Conference on Population and

twenty-third session will meet from 7 to 11 February 2000. ~ Development (ICPD). In its suggestion 8, which it
adopted in 1995, the Committee decided to employ the

reporting mechanism under the Convention so as to
Chapter VI follow the implementation of the Programme of Action

Implementation of article 21 of of the ICPD.
the Convention Since that time, the Committee has consistently

addressed the issue of women'’s health, including their

329, The Comitt idered the imol ati ¢ articl right to reproductive health, within the framework of
’ € Lommiiee considered the implementation of article the reporting process, particularly within the context

21 of the Convention (agenda item 5) at4t26th and 444th of articles 10 (h), 12 and 16 (e) of the Convention on
meetings, on 8 and 25 June 1999 (see CEDAW/C/SR.426 and the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against

444). Women. These provisions address, among other things,
330. The item was presented by the Chief of the Women's  the right of access to family health and family planning
Rights Unit, who introduced a note by the Secretary-General  education, the right to quality health-care services, the
on reports of the specialized agencies on the implementation right to receive appropriate pregnancy and childbirth
of the Convention in areas falling within the scope of their services, and the right to equality in deciding freely and
activities (CEDAW/C1999/11/3 and Add.1-4). responsibly on the number and spacing of children.

The Committee has cooperated actively with the
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and
participated in the round table of human rights treaty
bodies on human rights approaches to women'’s health,
with a focus on reproductive and sexual health rights,
organized by UNFPA, the Division for the
Advancement of Women and the Office of the United
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Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, held irChapter VIII

December 996. Adoption of the report

At its twentieth session, in January 1999, the
Committee adopted general recommendation 24 @34, Atits444th meeting, on 25 Juri999, the Comiittee
article 12 of the Convention, “Women and health”. Thigqopted the report on its twenty-first session
general recommendation outlines the Committee[@EDAW/C/1999/11/L.1 and CEDAW/CI999/II/CRP.2 and
understanding of the obligations of States parties igq.1-7), as orally amended.
relation to equality in the enjoyment of women'’s rights
to health.

The Committee forwards this general
recommendation to the special session of the General
Assembly to review and appraise the implementation
of the Programme of Action of the International
Conference on Population and Development.

Chapter VIi

Provisional agenda for the twenty-
second session

333. The Comiittee considered the provisional agenda for
its twenty-second session at its 444th meeting, on 25 June
1999 (see CEDAW/C/SR.444). The Corittee decided to
approve the following provisional agenda:
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1. Opening of the session.
2.  Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.

3. Report of the Chairperson on activities
undertaken between the twenty-first and twenty-
second sessions of the Committee.

4. Consideration of reports submitted by States
parties under article 18 of thed@vention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women.

5. Implementation of article 21 of the Convention
on the Elimination of All forms of Discrimination
against Women.

6. Ways and means of expediting the work of the
Committee.

Provisional agenda of the twenty-third session.

Adoption of the report of the Committee on its
twenty-second session.
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Annex ||

States parties which have deposited with the Secretary-
General instruments of the acceptance of the amendment to
article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention

States parties Acceptance date
Australia 4 June 1998

Brazil 5 March 1997
Canada 3 November 1997
Chile 8 May 1998
Denmark 12 March 1996
Finland 18 March 1996
France 8 August 997
Guatemala 3 June 1999

Italy 31 May 1996
Liechtenstein 15 April 1997
Madagascar 19 July 1996
Malta 5 March 1997
Mexico 16 September 1996
Mongolia 19 December 1997
Netherlands 10 December 1997
New Zealand 26 September 1996
Norway 29 March 1996
Republic of Korea 12 August996
Panama 5 November 1996
Sweden 17 July 1996
Switzerland 2 December 1997
United Kingdom 19 November 1997

@ For the Kingdom in Europe, the Netherlands Antilles and Aruba.

® For the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man, the British Virgin
Islands, and the Turks and Caicos Islands.
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Annex I

A.

86

Documents before the Committee at its twentieth and

twenty-first sessions

Twentieth session

Document number

Title or description

CEDAWI/C/1999/1/1
CEDAWI/C/1999/1/2

CEDAWI/C/1999/1/3

CEDAWI/C/1999/1/3/Add.1

CEDAWI/C/1999/1/3/Add.2
CEDAWI/C/1999/1/3/Add.3

CEDAWI/C/1999/1/3/Add.4
CEDAWI/C/1999/1/4

CEDAWI/C/1999/1/5

CEDAWI/C/1999/I/CRP.1 and Add.1-4
CEDAWI/C/1999/I/L.1 and Add.1-8
CEDAWI/C/1997/WG.I/WP.1

Reports of States parties
CEDAWI/C/DZA/1 and Corr.1 and Add.1
CEDAW/C/KGZ/1

CEDAWI/C/LIE/1

CEDAW/C/GRC/2-3
CEDAWI/CI/THA/2-3

CEDAW/C/CHN/3-4 and Corr.1 and
Add.1 and 2

CEDAWI/C/COL/4 and Add.1

Provisional agenda and annotations

Report of the Secretary-General on the status of submission

of reports by States parties under article 18 of the
Convention

Note by the Secretary-General on reports provided by
specialized agencies of the United Nations on the
implementation of the Convention in areas falling within
the scope of their activities

Addendum: Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations

Addendum: World Health Organization

Addendum: United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization

Addendum: International Labour Organization

Report of the Secretariat on ways and means of expediting

the work of the Committee

Report of the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women on progress in the
implementation of the Platform for Action based on its
review of States parties’ reports

Report of the pre-session working group
Draft report

Working paper containing the draft rules of procedure

Initial report of Algeria
Initial report of Kyrgyzstan
Initial report of Liechtenstein
Combined second and third periodic reports of Greece
Combined second and third periodic reports of Thailand

Combined third and fourth periodic reports of China

Fourth periodic report of Colombia
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Twenty-first session

Document number

Title or description

CEDAWI/C/1999/11/1
CEDAWI/C/1999/11/2

CEDAWI/C/1999/11/3

CEDAWI/C/1999/11/3/Add.1

CEDAWI/C/1999/11/3/Add.2
CEDAWI/C/1999/11/3/Add.3

CEDAWI/C/1999/11/4

CEDAWI/C/1999/1l/CRP.1 and Add.1-4

CEDAWI/C/1999/1l/L.1 and
CEDAWI/C/1999/II/CRP.2 and Add.1-7

CEDAWI/C/1997/WG.I/WP.1
CEDAWI/C/1999/II/WG.I/WP.2

Reports of States parties
CEDAW/C/GEO/1, and Add.1 and Corr.1
CEDAW/C/NPL/1

CEDAWI/C/BLZ/1-2

CEDAWI/C/CHI/2 and
CEDAWI/C/CHI/3

CEDAWI/C/IRL/2-3

CEDAWI/C/UK/3 and Add.1 and 2 and
CEDAWI/C/UK/4/Add.1-4

CEDAWI/C/ESP/3 and CEDAW/C/ESP/4

Provisional agenda and annotations

Report of the Secretary-General on the status of submission
of reports by States parties under article 18 of the
Convention

Note by the Secretary-General on reports provided by
specialized agencies of the United Nations on the
implementation of the Convention in areas falling within
the scope of their activities

Addendum: Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations

Addendum: World Health Organization

Addendum: United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization

Report of the Secretariat on ways and means of expediting
the work of the Committee

Report of the pre-session working group
Draft report

Working paper containing the draft rules of procedure

Proposals on the draft rules of procedure

Initial report of Georgia
Initial report of Nepal
Combined initial and second reports of Belize

Second and third periodic reports of Chile

Combined second and third periodic reports of Ireland

Third and fourth periodic reports of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Third and fourth periodic reports of Spain
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Annex IV
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Membership of the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women

Name of member

Country of natiolity

Charlotte Abaka

Ayse Feride Acar

Emna Aouij”

Carlota Bustelo Garcia del Réal
Silvia Rose Cartwrigltit
Ivanka Corti"

Feng Cut

Naela Gabt

Yolanda Ferrer Goméz
Aida Gonzalez Martinéz
Savitri Goonesekefe
Rosalyn Hazellé

Salma Khah

Yung-Chung Kim

Rosario Manal®

Mavivi Myakayaka-Manzini
Ahoua Ouedraogo

Zelmira Regazzoli

Anne Lise Ryel

Hanna Beate Schopp-Schilling
Carmel ShaleV

Kongit Sinegiorgis
Chikako Tayd

Ghana
Turkey
Tunisia
Spain

New Zealand
Italy
China

Egypt

Cuba

Mexico

Sri Lanka
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Bangladesh
Republic of Korea
Philippines
South Africa
Burkina Faso
Argentina
Norway

Germany
Israel
Ethiopia
Japan

" Term of office expires in 2000.

o

Term of office expires in 2002.
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AnnexV

Status of submission and consideration of reports submitted
by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women as
at1 August 1999

States parties

Date diie

Date of submission

Considered by Committee
(seséyenr))

A. Initial reports
Albania

Algeria

Andorra
Angola

Antigua and Barbuda

Argentina

Armenia

Australia

Austria

Azerbaijan

Bahamas

Bangladesh

Barbados

Belarus

Belgium

Belize

Benin

Bhutan

10 June 1995

21 June 1997

14 February 1998
17 October 1987

31 Augu$B90

14 Augusi986

13 October 1994

27 Augusiiog4

30 April 1983

9 Augusl 996

5 November 1994

6 December 1985

3 September 1982

3 September 1982

9 Augustl 986

15 June 1991

11 April 1993

30 September 1982

1 September 1998
CEDAWI/C/DZA/1
1 December 1998
CEDAWI/C/DZA/1/Add.1

21 September 1994
(CEDAWI/C/ANT/1-3)

6 October 1986
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.39)

30 November 1994
(CEDAW/C/ARM/1)
10 February 1997
(CEDAW/C/ARM/1/Corr.1)

3 October 1986
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.40)

20 October 1983
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.17)

11 September 1996
(CEDAWI/C/AZE/L)

12 March 1986
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.34)

11 April 1990
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.64)

4 October 1982
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.5)

20 July 1987
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.53)

19 June 1996
(CEDAW/C/BLZ/1-2)

Twentieth (1999)

Seventeenth (1997)

Seventh (1988)

Seventeenth (1997)

Seventh (1988)

Fourth (1985)

Eighteenth (1998)

Sixth (1987)

Eleventh (1992)

Second (1983)

Eighth (1989)
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Considered by Committee

States parties Date diie Date of submission (seséjenr))
Bolivia 8 July 1991 8 July 1991 Fourteenth (1995)
(CEDAW/C/BOL/1)

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Brazil

Bulgaria

Burkina Faso

Burundi
Cambodia

Cameroon

Canada

Cape Verde

Central African Republic
Chad

Chile

China

Colombia

Comoros
Congo
Costa Rica
Coéte d’lvoire

Croatia

Cuba

Cyprus

Czech Republic
Democratic Republic of
the Cong8

Denmark

Dominica

90

1 October 1994
12 September 1997
2 March 1985

10 March 1983

13 November 1988

7 February 1993
14 November 1993

22 September 1995

9 January 1983

3 September 1982
21 July 1992
9 July 1996

6 January 1991

3 September 1982

18 February 1983

30 November 1995
25 Augusi 983

4 May 1987

17 January 1997

9 October 1993

3 September 1982

22 Augusl 986

24 March 1994

16 November 1987

21 May 1984

3 September 1982

26 August1993

(CEDAW/C/BOL/1/Add.1)

13 June 1983
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.15)

24 May 1990
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.67)

9 May 1999
(CEDAW/C/CMR/1

15 July 1983
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.16)

3 September 1991
(CEDAW/C/CHI/1)

25 May 1983
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.14)

16 January 1986
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.32)

10 January 1995
(CEDAW/C/CRO/1)

27 September 1982
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.4)

2 February 1994
(CEDAW/C/CYP/1-2)

30 October 1995
(CEDAWI/C/CZE/1)

1 March 1994
(CEDAWI/C/ZAR/1)

30 July 1984
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.22)

Fourth (1985)

Tenth (1991)

Fourth (1985)

Fourteenth (1995)

Third (1984)

Sixth (1987)

Eighteenth (1998)

Second (1983)

Fifteenth (1996)

Eighteenth (1998)

Fifth (1986)
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States parties

Date diie

Date of submission

Considered by Committee
(seséjenr))

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

Egypt

El Salvador

Equatorial Guinea

Eritrea
Estonia

Ethiopia

Fiji

Finland

France

Gabon

Gambia

Georgia

Germany

Ghana

Greece

Grenada

Guatemala

Guinea
Guinea-Bissau

Guyana

Haiti

Honduras

2 October 1983

9 December 1982

18 October 1982

18 September 1982

22 November 1985

5 October 1996
20 November 1992

10 October 1982

27 September 1996

4 October 1987

13 January 1985

20 February 1984

16 May 1994

25 November 1995

9 Augus1986

1 February 1987

7 July 1984

29 September 1991

11 September 1983

8 September 1983
22 September 1986

3 September 1982

3 September 1982

2 April 1984

2 May 1986
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.37)

1414ust1984
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.23)

2 February 1983
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.10)

3 November 1983
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.19)

16 March 1987
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.50)

22 April 1993
(CEDAW/C/ETH/1-3)
16 October 1995
(CEDAW/C/ETH/1-3/Add.1)

16 February 1988
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.56)

13 February 1986
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.33)

19 June 1987
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.54)

9 March 1998
(CEDAW/C/GEO/1)

15 September 1988
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.59)

29 January 1991
(CEDAW/C/GHA/1-2)

5 April 1985
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.28)

2 April 1991
(CEDAW/C/GUA/1-2 and Corr.1)
7 April 1993
(CEDAW/C/GUA/1-2/

Amend.1)

23 January 1990
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.63)

3 December 1986
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.44)

Seventh (1988)

Fifth (1986)

Third (1984)

Fifth (1986)

Eighth (1989)

Fifteenth (1996)

Eighth (1989)

Sixth (1987)

Eighth (1989)

Twenty-first (1999)

Ninth (1990)

Eleventh (1992)

Sixth (1987)

Thirteenth (1994)

Thirteenth (1994)

Thirteenth (1994)

Eleventh (1992)
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Date diie

Date of submission

Considered by Committee
(seséjenr))

Hungary

Iceland

India

Indonesia

Iraq

Ireland

Israel

Italy

Jamaica

Japan

Jordan

Kenya

Kuwait

Kyrgyzstan

Lao People’s Democratic
Republic

Latvia

Lebanon

Lesotho

Liberia

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Liechtenstein

Lithuania

Luxembourg

92

3 September982

18 July 1986

8 Augustl994

13 October 1985

12 September 1987

22 January 1987

2 November 1992

10 July 1986

18 November 1985

25 July 1986

31 July 1993

8 April 1985

1 October 1995

12 March 1998

13 September 1982

14 May 1993

21 May 1998

21 September 1996
16 Augustl985

15 June 1990

21 January 1997

17 February 1995

4 March 1990

20 September 1982
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.3)

5 May 1993
(CEDAW/C/ICE/1-2)

2 February 1999
(CEDAW/C/IND/1)

17 March 1986
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.36)

16 May 1990

(CEDAW/C/5/Add.66/Rev.1)

18 February 1987
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.47)

12 January 1994
7 April 1997
(CEDAWI/C/ISR/1-2)

20 October 1989
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.62)

12 September 1986
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.38)

13 March 1987
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.48)

27 October 1997
(CEDAWI/C/JOR/1)

4 December 1990
(CEDAW/C/KEN/1-2)

26Ugust1998
(CEDAW/C/KGZ/1

18 February 1991
(CEDAW/C/LIB/1)
4 October 1993
(CEDAW/C/LIB/1/Add.1)

41gust1997
(CEDAW/C/LIE/1)

4 June 1998
(CEDAW/C/LTU/1)

13 November 1996
(CEDAW/C/LUX/1)

Third (1984)

Fifteenth (1996)

Seventh (1988)

Twelfth (1993)

Eighth (1989)

Seventeenth (1997)

Tenth (1991)

Seventh (1988)

Seventh (1988)

Twelfth (1993)

Twentieth (1999)

Thirteenth (1994)

Twentieth (1999)

Seventeenth (1997)
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States parties Date diie Date of submission (seséjenr))

Madagascar 16 April 1990 21 May 1990
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.65)
8 November 1993 Thirteenth (1994)
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.65/Rev.2)

Malawi 11 April 1988 15 July 1988 Ninth (1990)
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.58)

Malaysia 4 Augusii996

Maldives 1 July 1994 28 January 1999
CEDAW/C/MDV/1

Mali 10 October 1986 13 November 1986 Seventh (1988)
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.43)

Malta 7 April 1992

Mauritius 8 August1985 23 February 1992 Fourteenth (1995)
(CEDAW/C/MAR/1-2)

Mexico 3 September 1982 14 September 1982 Second (1983)
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.2)

Mongolia 3 September 1982 18 November 1983 Fifth (1986)
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.20)

Morocco 21 July 1994 14 September 1994 Sixteenth (1997)
(CEDAW/C/MOR/1)

Mozambique 16 May 1998

Myanmar

Namibia

Nepal

Netherlands

New Zealand

Nicaragua

Nigeria

Norway

Pakistan

Panama

Papua New Guinea

21 Augusi 998

23 December 1993

22 May 1992

22 Augusdto92

9 February 1986

26 November 1982

13 July 1986

3 September 1982

11 April 1997

28 November 1982

11 February 1996

14 March 1999
CEDAW/C/MNR/1

4 November 1996
(CEDAW/C/NAM/1)

16 November 1998

19 November 1992
(CEDAWI/C/NET/1)

17 September 1993
(CEDAW/C/NET/1/Add.1)
20 September 1993
(CEDAW/C/NET/1/Add.2)
9 October 1993
(CEDAW/C/NET/1/Add.3)

3 October 1986
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.41)

22 September 1987
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.55)

1 April 1987
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.49)

18 November 1982
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.7)

12 December 1982
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.9)

Seventeenth (1997)

Twenty-first (1999)

)
)

)
Thirteenth (1994)

)
)
)
)

Seventh (1988)
Eighth (1989)
Seventh (1987)

Third (1984)

Fourth (1985)
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Paraguay

Peru

Philippines

Poland

Portugal

Republic of Korea

Republic of Moldova

Romania

Russian Federation

Rwanda

Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia

Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines

Samoa

Senegal

Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore

Slovakia

Slovenia

South Africa

Spain

94

6 May 1988

13 October 1983

4 September 1982

3 September 1982

3 September 1982

26 January 1986

31 July 1995

6 February 1983

3 September 1982

3 September 1982

25 May 1986
7 November 1983

3 September 1982

25 October 1993

7 March 1986

4 June 1993
11 December 1989
4 November 1996

27 June 1994

5 August993

14 January 1997

4 February 1985

4 June 1992
(CEDAW/C/PAR/1-2)
23 August1995

(CEDAW/C/PAR/1-2/Add.1)

20 November 1995

(CEDAW/C/PAR/1-2/Add.2)

14 September 1988
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.60)

22 October 1982
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.6)

10 October 1985
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.31)

19 July 1983
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.21)

13 March 1986
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.35)

26 September 1998
CEDAW/C/MDA/1

14 January 1987
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.45)

2 March 1983
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.12)

24 May 1983
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.13)

27 September 1991
(CEDAW/C/STV/1-3)
28 July 1994

(CEDAW/C/STV/1-3/Add.1)

5 November 1986
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.42)

29 April 1996
(CEDAW/C/SVK/1)
11 May 1998
(CEDAW/C/SVK/1/Add.1)

23 November 1993
(CEDAW/C/SVN/1)

5 February 1998
(CEDAWI/C/ZAF/1)

20uust1985
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.30)

Fifteenth (1996)

Ninth (1990)

Third (1984)

Sixth (1987)

Fifth (1986)

Sixth (1987)

Twelfth (1993)

Second (1983)

Third (1984)

Sixteenth (1997)

Seventh (1988)

Nineteenth (1998)

Sixteenth (1997)

Nineteenth (1998)

Sixth (1987)
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(seséjenr))

Sri Lanka

Suriname

Sweden

Switzerland

Tajikistan

Thailand

The former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia
Togo

Trinidad and Tobago

Tunisia

Turkey

Turkmenistan

Uganda

Ukraine

United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland
United Republic of Tanzania

Uruguay

Uzbekistan
Vanuatu

Venezuela

Viet Nam

Yemen

Yugoslavia

Zambia

Zimbabwe

B. Second periodic reports

Angola

4 November 1982

31 March 1994

3 September 1982

26 April 1998
25 October 1994

8 September 1986

17 February 1995

26 October 1984
11 February 1991

20 October 1986

19 January 1987

31 May 1998

21 August986

3 September 1982

7 May 1987

19 September 1986

8 Novembet 982

18 August996
8 October 1996

1 June 1984

19 March 1983

29 June 1985

28 March 1983

21 July 1986

12 June 1992

17 October 1991

7 July 1985
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.29)

22 October 1982
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.8)

1 June 1987
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.51)

17 September 1993
(CEDAWI/C/TUN/1-2)

27 January 1987
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.46)

1 June 1992
(CEDAW/C/UGA/1-2)

2 March 1983
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.11)

25 June 1987
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.52)

9 March 1988
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.57)

23 November 1984
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.27)

27ugust1984
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.24)

2 October 1984
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.25)

23 January 1989
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.61)

3 November 1983
(CEDAWI/C/5/Add.18)

6 March 1991
(CEDAW/C/ZAM/1-2)

28 April 1996
(CEDAW/C/ZWE/1)

Sixth (1987)

Second (1983)

Ninth (1990)

Fourteenth (1995)

Ninth (1990)

Fourteenth (1995)

Second (1983)

Ninth (1990)

Ninth (1990)

Seventh (1988)

Fifth (1986)

Fifth (1986)

Twelfth (1993)

Fourth (1985)

Thirteenth (1994)

Eighteenth (1998)
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Antigua and Barbuda

Argentina

Armenia

Australia

Austria

Bahamas

Bangladesh

Barbados

Belarus

Belgium

Belize

Benin

Bhutan

Bolivia

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Brazil

Bulgaria

Burkina Faso

Burundi
Cambodia

Canada

Cape Verde
Central African Republic

China

Chile

96

31 Augu$B94

14 Augusii990

13 September 1998

27 Augusilo88

30 April 1987

5 November 1998

6 December 1989

3 September 1986

3 September 1986

9 Augustl990

15 June 1995

11 April 1997
30 September 1986
8 July 1995

1 September 1998
2 March 1989

10 March 1987

13 November 1992

7 February 1997
14 November 1997

9 January 1987

3 September 1986
21 July 1996

3 September 1986

6 January 1995

21 September 1994
(CEDAWI/C/ANT/1-3)

13 February 1992
(CEDAW/C/ARG/2)

27 May 1994
(CEDAW/C/ARG/2/Add.1)
19 August1994
(CEDAW/C/ARG/2/Add.2)

24 July 1992
(CEDAW/C/AUL/2)

18 December 1989
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.27)

23 February 1990
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.30)

4 December 1991
(CEDAW/C/BAR/2-3)

3 March 1987
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.5)

9 February 1993
(CEDAWI/C/BEL/2)

19 June 1996
(CEDAW/C/BLZ/1-2)

6 September 1994
(CEDAW/C/BGR/2-3)

11 December 1997
(CEDAWI/C/BFA/2-3)

20 January 1988
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.11)

22 June 1989
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.26)

9 March 1995
(CEDAWI/C/CHI/2)

Seventeenth (1997)

Seventeenth (1997)

Thirteenth (1994)

Tenth (1991)

Twelfth (1993)

Thirteenth (1994)

Eighth (1989)

Fifteenth (1996)

Eighteenth (1998)

Ninth (1990)

Eleventh (1992)

Twenty-first (1999)
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States parties
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Date of submission
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(seséjenr))

Colombia

Congo
Costa Rica
Croatia

Cuba

Cyprus

Czech Republic
Democratic Republic of
the Cong8

Denmark

Dominica

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

Egypt

El Salvador

Equatorial Guinea

Estonia

Ethiopia

Finland

France

Gabon
Gambia

Germany

Ghana

Greece

18 February 1987

25 Augusl 987
4 May 1991
9 October 1997

3 September 1986

22 Augusi990

24 March 1998

16 November 1991

21 May 1988

3 September 1986

2 October 1987

9 December 1986

18 October 1986

18 September 1986

22 November 1989

20 November 1996

10 October 1986

4 October 1991

13 January 1989

20 February 1988
16 May 1998

9 August990

1 February 1991

7 July 1988

14 January 1993
(CEDAW/C/COL/2-3)
2 September 1993
(CEDAW/C/COL/2-3/Rev.1)

13 March 1992
(CEDAW/C/CUB/2-3)
30 November 1995
(CEDAW/C/CUB/2-3/Add.1)

2 February 1994
(CEDAW/C/CYP/1-2)

24 October 1996
(CEDAWI/C/ZAR/2)

2 June 1988
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.14)

26 April 1993
(CEDAW/C/DOM/2-3)

28 May 1990
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.31)

19 December 1986
(CEDAWI/C/13/Add.2)

18 December 1987
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.12)

6 January 1994
(CEDAW/C/GNQ/2-3)

22 April 1993
(CEDAW/C/ETH/1-3)
16 October 1995
(CEDAW/C/ETH/1-3/Add.1)

9 February 1993
(CEDAWI/C/FIN/2)

10 December 1990
(CEDAW/C/FRA/2 and Rev.1)

8 October 1996
(CEDAW/C/DEU/2-3)

29 January 1991
(CEDAW/C/GHA/1-2)

1 March 1996
(CEDAWI/C/GRC/2-3)

Thirteenth (1994)

Fifteenth (1996)

Fifteenth (1996)

Tenth (1991)

Eighteenth (1998)

Thirteenth (1994)

Ninth (1990)

Eleventh (1992)

Fifteenth (1996)

Fourteenth (1995)

Twelfth (1993)

Eleventh (1992)

97



A/54/38/Rev.1

States parties

Date diie

Date of submission

Considered by Committee
(seséjenr))

Grenada

Guatemala

Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Guyana

Haiti

Honduras

Hungary

Iceland

India

Indonesia

Iraq

Ireland

Israel

Italy

Jamaica

Japan

Jordan

Kenya

Lao People’s Democratic
Republic

Latvia

Liberia

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Lithuania

Luxembourg

Madagascar

Malawi
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29 September 1995

11 September 1987

8 September 1987

22 September 1990
3 September 1986
3 September 1986

2 April 1988

3 September986

18 July 1990

8 August1998

13 October 1989

12 September 1991

22 January 1991

2 November 1996

10 July 1990

18 November 1989

25 July 1990

31 July 1997
8 April 1989

13 September 1986

14 May 1997
16 Augustl989
15 June 1994
17 February 1999

4 March 1994

16 April 1994
11 April 1992

2 April 1991

(CEDAW/C/GUA/1-2 and Corr.1)

7 April 1993

(CEDAW/C/GUA/1-2/ Amend.1)

28 October 1987
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.9)

29 September 1986
(CEDAWI/C/13/Add.1)

5 May 1993
(CEDAW/C/ICE/1-2)

6 February 1997
(CEDAW/C/IDN/2-3)

13 October 1998
CEDAWI/C/IRQ/2-3

6 February 1997
(CEDAWI/C/IRL/2-3)

7 April 1997
(CEDAW/C/ISR/1-2)

1 March 1994
(CEDAWIC/ITA/2)

17 February 1998
(CEDAWI/C/IAM/2-4)

21 February 1992
(CEDAWI/C/JPN/2)

4 December 1990
(CEDAW/C/KEN/1-2)

8 April 1997
(CEDAW/C/LUX/2)

Thirteenth (1994)

Thirteenth (1994)

Eleventh (1992)

Seventh (1988)

Fifteenth (1996)

Eighteenth (1998)

Twenty-first (1999)

Seventeenth (1997)

Seventeenth (1997)

Thirteenth (1994)

Twelfth (1993)

Seventeenth (1997)
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Maldives 1 July 1998

Mali 10 October 1990

Malta 7 April 1996

Mauritius 8 August1989 23 February 1992 Fourteenth (1995)
(CEDAW/C/MAR/1-2)

Mexico 3 September 1986 3 December 1987 Ninth (1990)
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.10)

Mongolia 3 September 1986 17 March 1987 Ninth (1990)
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.7)

Morocco 21 July 1998

Namibia 23 December 1997

Nepal 22 May 1996

Netherlands

New Zealand

Nicaragua

Nigeria

Norway

Panama

Paraguay

Peru

Philippines

Poland

Portugal

Republic of Korea

Republic of Moldova

Romania

22 Augustoo6

9 February 1990

26 November 1986

13 July 1990

3 September 1986

28 November 1986

6 May 1992

13 October 1987

4 September 1986

3 September 1986

3 September 1986

26 January 1990

21 July 1999

6 February 1987

10 December 1998
(CEDAWI/C/NET/2)
(CEDAW/C/NET/2/ Add.1)
(CEDAW/C/NET/2/ Add.2)

3 November 1992
(CEDAWI/C/NZE/2)
27 October 1993
(CEDAW/C/NZE/2/Add.1)

16 March 1989
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.20)

13 February 1997
(CEDAW/C/NGA/2-3)

23 June 1988
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.15)

17 January 1997
(CEDAW/C/PAN/2-3)

4 June 1992
(CEDAW/C/PAR/1-2)
23 August1995
(CEDAW/C/PAR/1-2/Add.1)
20 November 1995
(CEDAW/C/PAR/1-2/Add.2)

13 February 1990
(CEDAWI/C/13/Add.29)

12 December 1988
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.17)

17 November 1988
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.16)

18 May 1989
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.22)

19 December 1989

(CEDAW/C/13/Add.28 and Corr.1)

19 October 1992
(CEDAW/C/ROM/2-3)

Thirteenth (1994)

Twelfth (1993)

Nineteenth (1998)

Tenth (1991)

Nineteenth (1998)

Fifteenth (1996)

Fourteenth (1995)

Tenth (1991)

Tenth (1991)

Tenth (1991)

Twelfth (1993)

Twelfth (1993)
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Russian Federation

Rwanda

Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia

Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines

Samoa

Senegal

Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Slovakia

Slovenia

Spain

Sri Lanka

Suriname

Sweden

Thailand

The former Yugoslav Republic
of Macedonia

Togo

Trinidad and Tobago

Tunisia

Turkey

Uganda
Ukraine
United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern Ireland

United Republic of Tanzania
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3 September 1986

3 September 1986

25 May 1990
7 November 1987

3 September 1986

25 October 1997

7 March 1990

4 June 1997
11 December 1993
27 June 1998

5 August997

4 February 1989

4 November 1986

31 March 1998

3 September 1986

8 September 1990

17 February 1999

26 October 1988
11 February 1995

20 October 1990

19 January 1991

21 August990

3 September 1986

7 May 1991

19 September 1990

10 February 1987
(CEDAWI/C/13/Add.4)

7 March 1988
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.13)

27 September 1991
(CEDAW/C/STV/1-3)
28 July 1994
(CEDAW/C/STV/1-3/Add.1)

23 September 1991

(CEDAW/C/SEN/2 and Amend.1)

26 April 1999
CEDAWI/C/SVN/2

9 February 1989
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.19)

29 December 1988
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.18)

10 March 1987
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.6)

3 March 1997
(CEDAW/C/THA/2-3)

17 September 1993
(CEDAWI/C/TUN/1-2)

7 February 1994
3 September 1996
(CEDAWI/CITUR/2-3)

1 June 1992
(CEDAW/C/UGA/1-2)

1314ust1987
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.8)

11 May 1991

(CEDAW/C/UK/2 and Amend.1)

25 September 1996
(CEDAWI/CI/TZA/2-3)

Eighth (1989)

Tenth (1991)

Sixteenth (1997)

Thirteenth (1994)

Eleventh (1992)

Eleventh (1992)

Seventh (1988)

Fourteenth (1995)

Sixteenth (1997)

Fourteenth (1995)

Ninth (1990)

Twelfth (1993)

Nineteenth (1998)
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Uruguay

Venezuela

Viet Nam

Yemen

Yugoslavia

Zambia

Zimbabwe
C. Third periodic reports
Angola

Antigua and Barbuda

Argentina

Australia

Austria

Bangladesh

Barbados

Belarus

Belgium

Belize
Bhutan
Bolivia
Brazil

Bulgaria

Burkina Faso

Canada

Cape Verde
Chile

8 Novembet 986

1 June 1988

19 March 1987

29 June 1989

28 March 1987

21 July 1990

12 June 1996

17 October 1995

31 Augu$B98

14 Augusii994

27 Augusii992

30 April 1991

6 December 1993

3 September 1990

3 September 1990

9 Augustl994

15 June 1999

30 September 1990
7 July 1999

2 March 1993

10 March 1991

13 November 1996

9 January 1991

3 September 1990

6 January 1999

3 February 1998
(CEDAWI/C/URY/2-3)

18 April 1989
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.21)

8 June 1989

(CEDAW/C/13/Add.24 and Amend.1)

31 May 1989
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.23)

6 March 1991
(CEDAW/C/ZAM/1-2)

21 September 1994
(CEDAWI/C/ANT/1-3)

1 October 1996
(CEDAW/C/ARG/3)

1 March 1995
(CEDAWI/C/AUL/3)

25 April 1997
(CEDAW/C/AUT/3-4)

26 January 1993
27 March 1997
(CEDAW/C/BGD/3-4)

4 December 1991
(CEDAW/C/BAR/2-3)

1 July 1993
(CEDAW/C/BLR/3)

29 September 1998
CEDAWI/C/BEL/3-4

6 September 1994
(CEDAWI/C/BGR/2-3)

11 December 1997
(CEDAWI/C/BFA/2-3)

9 September 1992
(CEDAW/C/CAN/3)

Eleventh (1992)

Twelfth (1993)

Tenth (1991)

Thirteenth (1994)

Seventeenth (1997)

Seventeenth (1997)

Seventeenth (1997)

Seventeenth (1997)

Thirteenth (1994)

Eighteenth (1998)

Sixteenth (1997)
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States parties

Date diie

Date of submission

Considered by Committee
(seséjenr))

China

Colombia

Congo
Costa Rica

Cuba

Cyprus

Democratic Republic of the
Congd

Denmark

Dominica

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

Egypt

El Salvador

Equatorial Guinea

Ethiopia

Finland

France
Gabon

Germany

Ghana

Greece

Guatemala
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Guyana

Haiti
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3 September 1990

18 February 1991

25 Augusi 991
4 May 1995

3 September 1990

22 Augusl 994

16 November 1995

21 May 1992

3 September 1990

2 October 1991

9 December 1990

18 October 1990

18 September 1990

22 November 1993

10 October 1990

4 October 1995

13 January 1993
20 February 1992

9 August 994

1 February 1995

7 July 1992

11 September 1991
8 September 1991
22 September 1994
3 September 1990

3 September 1990

29 May 1997
(CEDAW/C/CHN/3-4)

14 January 1993
(CEDAW/C/COL/2-3)
2 September 1993
(CEDAW/C/COL/2-3/Rev.1)

13 March 1992
(CEDAW/C/CUB/2-3)
30 November 1995
(CEDAW/C/CUB/2-3/Add.1)

2 July 1998
(CEDAW/C/COD/3)

7 May 1993
(CEDAW/C/DEN/3)

26 April 1993
(CEDAW/C/DOM/2-3)

23 December 1991
(CEDAW/C/ECU/3)

30 January 1996
(CEDAW/C/EGY/3)

6 January 1994
(CEDAW/C/GNQ/2-3)

22 April 1993
(CEDAW/C/ETH/1-3)
16 October 1995
(CEDAW/C/ETH/1-3/Add.1)

28 January 1997
(CEDAWI/C/FIN/3)

8 October 1996
(CEDAW/C/DEU/2-3)

1 March 1996
(CEDAWI/C/GRC/2-3)

Thirteenth (1994)

Fifteenth (1996)

Sixteenth (1997)

Eighteenth (1998)

Thirteenth (1994)

Fifteenth (1996)
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Considered by Committee

States parties Date diie Date of submission (seséjenr))

Honduras 2 April 1992 31 May 1991 Eleventh (1992)
(CEDAW/C/HON/3)

Hungary 3 September990 4 April 1991 Fifteenth (1996)
(CEDAW/C/HUN/3)
3 November 1995
(CEDAW/C/HUN/3/Add.1)

Iceland 3 July 1994 15 July 1998
(CEDAWI/C/ICE/3-4)

Indonesia 13 October 1993 6 February 1997 Eighteenth (1998)
(CEDAW/C/IDN/2-3)

Iraq 12 September 1995 13 October 1998
(CEDAW/C/IRQ/2-3)

Ireland 22 January 1995 7ulust1997
(CEDAWI/C/IRL/2-3)

Italy 10 July 1994 21 June 1997 Seventeenth (1997)
(CEDAWI/C/ITA/3)

Jamaica 18 November 1993 17 February 1998
(CEDAWI/C/JAM/2-4)

Japan 25 July 1994 28 October 1993 Thirteenth (1994)
(CEDAW/C/JPN/3)

Kenya 8 April 1993

Lao People’s Democratic
Republic

Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Luxembourg

Madagascar
Malawi

Mali
Mauritius

Mexico

Mongolia

New Zealand

Nicaragua

Nigeria

13 September 1990

16 Augustl993
15 June 1998

4 March 1998

16 April 1998
11 April 1996
10 October 1994
8 August1993

3 September 1990

3 September 1990

9 February 1994

26 November 1990

13 July 1994

12 March 1998
(CEDAW/C/LUX/3)
17 June 1998
(CEDAW/C/LUX/3/Add.1)

7 March 1997
(CEDAW/CIMEX/3-4)

8 December 1998
(CEDAW/C/MNG/3-4)

2 March 1998
(CEDAWI/C/NZL/3-4)
15 April 1998
(CEDAW/C/NZL/3-4/Add.1)

15 October 1992
(CEDAWI/C/NIC/3)

13 February 1997
(CEDAW/C/NGA/2-3)

Eighteenth (1998)

Nineteenth (1998)

Twelfth (1993)

Nineteenth (1998)
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States parties

Date diie

Date of submission

Considered by Committee
(seséjenr))

Norway

Panama

Paraguay

Peru

Philippines

Poland

Portugal

Republic of Korea

Romania

Russian Federation

Rwanda

Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia

Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines

Senegal
Sierra Leone

Spain

Sri Lanka

Sweden

Thailand

Togo
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia

Turkey

Uganda
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3 September 1990

28 November 1990

6 May 1996

13 October 1991

4 September 1990

3 September 1990

3 September 1990

26 January 1994

6 February 1991

3 September 1990

3 September 1990

25 May 1994
7 November 1991

3 September 1990

7 March 1994
11 December 1997

4 February 1993

4 November 1990

3 September 1990

8 September 1994

26 October 1992
11 February 1999
20 October 1994

19 January 1995

21 August994

25 January 1991
(CEDAW/C/NOR/3)

17 January 1997
(CEDAW/C/PAN/2-3)

25 November 1994
(CEDAW/C/PER/3-4)

20 January 1993
(CEDAWI/C/PHI/3)

22 November 1990
(CEDAWI/C/18/Add.2)

10 December 1990
(CEDAWI/C/18/Add.3)

8 September 1994
(CEDAWI/C/KOR/3)

19 October 1992
(CEDAW/C/ROM/2-3)

24 July 1991
(CEDAW/C/USR/3)

18 January 1991
(CEDAW/C/RWA/3)

27 September 1991
(CEDAWI/C/STV/1-3)
28 July 1994

(CEDAW/C/STV/1-3/Add.1)

20 May 1996
(CEDAW/C/ESP/3)

3 October 1990
(CEDAWI/C/18/Add.1)

3 March 1997
(CEDAW/C/THA/2-3)

3 September 1996
(CEDAWI/CITUR/2-3)

Fourteenth (1995)

Nineteenth (1998)

Nineteenth (1998)

Sixteenth (1997)

Tenth (1991)

Tenth (1991)

Nineteenth (1998)

Twelfth (1993)

Fourteenth (1995)

Twelfth (1993)

Sixteenth (1997)

Twelfth (1993)

Sixteenth (1997)
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States parties

Date diie

Date of submission

Considered by Committee
(seséjenr))

Ukraine

United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland

United Republic of Tanzania

Uruguay

Venezuela

Viet Nam

Yemen

Yugoslavia

Zambia
D. Fourth periodic reports

Argentina
Australia

Austria

Bangladesh

Barbados
Belarus

Belgium

Bhutan
Brazil
Bulgaria

Canada

Cape Verde

China

Colombia

Congo
Costa Rica

Cuba

3 September 1990

7 May 1995

19 September 1994

8 Novembet 990

1 June 1992

19 March 1991

29 June 1993

28 March 1991

21 July 1994

14 Augusii998
27 Augusil996

30 April 1995

6 December 1997

3 September 1994
3 September 1994

9 Augustl998

30 September 1994
2 March 1997
10 March 1995

9 January 1995

3 September 1994

3 September 1994

18 February 1995

25 Augusl 995
4 May 1999

3 September 1994

31 May 1991
(CEDAW/C/UKR/3)
21 November 1995

(CEDAW/C/UKR/3/Add.1)

16uust1995
(CEDAWI/C/UK/3)
8 August1997

(CEDAW/C/UK/3/Add.1)

25 September 1996

(CEDAW/CITZA/2-3)

3 February 1998
(CEDAWI/C/URY/2-3)

8 February 1995
(CEDAW/C/VEN/3)

13 November 1992
(CEDAW/C/YEM/3)

14 October 1998
CEDAWI/C/YUG/3

25 April 1997
(CEDAW/C/AUT/3-4)

27 March 1997
(CEDAW/C/BGD/3-4)

29 October 1998
(CEDAWI/C/BEL/3-4)

2 October 1995
(CEDAWI/C/CAN/4)

29 May 1997
(CEDAW/C/CHN/3-4)

8 July 1997
(CEDAW/C/COL/4)

Fifteenth (1996)

Nineteenth (1998)

Sixteenth (1997)

Twelfth (1993)

Seventeenth (1997)

Sixteenth (1997)
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Considered by Committee

States parties Date diie Date of submission (seséjenr))
Denmark 21 May 1996 9 January 1997

(CEDAW/C/DEN/4)
Dominica 3 September 1994

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

Egypt

El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Ethiopia

France

Gabon

Germany

Greece
Guatemala
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Guyana

Haiti
Honduras
Hungary

Iceland

Ireland
Italy
Indonesia

Jamaica

Japan

Kenya

Lao People’s Democratic
Republic

Liberia
Mali
Mauritius

Mexico
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2 October 1995

9 December 1994
18 October 1994
18 October 1994
22 November 1997
10 October 1994
13 January 1997
20 February 1996
9 Augus1998

7 July 1996

11 September 1995
8 September 1995

22 September 1998
3 September 1994
3 September 1994

2 April 1996

3 September994

3 July 1998

22 January 1999
10 July 1998
13 October 1997

18 November 1997

25 July 1998

8 April 1997

13 September 1994

16 Augustl997
10 October 1998
8 August1997

3 September 1994

29 October 1997
(CEDAW/C/DOM/4)

27 October 1998
(CEDAW/C/DEU/4)

15 July 1998
(CEDAW/C/ICE/3-4)

17 February 1998
(CEDAWI/C/IAM/2-4)

24 July 1998
(CEDAW/C/IPN/4)

7 March 1997
(CEDAW/CIMEX/3-4)

Eighteenth (1998)

Eighteenth (1998)
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States parties

Date diie

Date of submission

Considered by Committee
(seséjenr))

Mongolia

New Zealand

Nicaragua

Norway

Panama

Peru

Philippines

Poland
Portugal

Republic of Korea

Romania

Russian Federation

Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia

Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines

Senegal

Spain

Sri Lanka

Sweden

Thailand
Togo
Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda
Ukraine

United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland

3 September 1994

9 February 1998

26 November 1994

3 September 1994

28 November 1994

13 October 1995

4 September 1994

3 September 1994
3 September 1994

26 January 1998

6 February 1995

3 September 1994

3 September 1994
25 May 1998
7 November 1995

3 September 1994

7 March 1998

4 February 1997

4 November 1994

3 September 1994

8 September 1998
26 October 1996
20 October 1998
19 January 1999
21 August998

3 November 1994

7 May 1995

8 December 1998
(CEDAW/C/MNG/3-4)

2 March 1998
(CEDAWI/C/NZL/3-4)
15 April 1998
(CEDAWI/C/NZL/3-4)

16 June 1998
(CEDAWI/C/NIC/4)

1 September 1994
(CEDAW/C/NOR/4)

25 November 1994
(CEDAW/C/PER/3-4)

22 April 1996
(CEDAW/C/PHI/4)

27 March 1998
(CEDAW/C/KOR/4)

10 December 1998
(CEDAW/C/ROM/4-5)

3hyust1994
(CEDAW/C/USR/4)

20 October 1998
(CEDAWI/C/ESP/4)

21 May 1996
(CEDAW/C/SWE/4)

19 January 1999
(CEDAW/C/UK/4 and
CEDAWI/C/UK/4/Add.1 to Add.4)

Nineteenth (1998)

Fourteenth (1995)

Nineteenth (1998)

Sixteenth (1997)

Nineteenth (1998)

Fourteenth (1995)

Twenty-first (1999)

Twenty-first (1999)
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Considered by Committee

States parties Date diie Date of submission (seséjenr))
Uruguay 8 Novembet994

Venezuela 1 June 1996

Viet Nam 19 March 1995

Yemen 29 June 1997

Yugoslavia 28 March 1995

Zambia 21 July 1998

E. Fifth periodic reports

Romania 6 February 1995

Russian Federation 3 September 1998

F. Reports submitted on an exceptional basis

Democratic Republic of
the Cong8

Croatia

Rwanda

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro)

10 December 1998
(CEDAW/C/ROM/4-5)

3 March 1999
(CEDAW/C/USR/5)

16 January 1997 (oral
report; see CEDAW/C/SR.317)

Sixteenth (1997)

15 September 1994
(CEDAW/C/CRO/SP.1)

Fourteenth (1995)

31 January 1996 (oral report; see
CEDAWI/C/SR.306)

Fifteenth (1996)

2 December 1993
(CEDAWI/C/YUG/SP.1)
2 February 1994 (oral report; see
CEDAWI/C/SR.254)

Thirteenth (1994)

@ One year prior to the due date, the Secretary-General invites the State party to submit its report.

b Effective 17 May 1997, Zaire was renamed the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

¢ Report withdrawn.
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Annex VI

List of speakers who addressed the commemoration of the
twentieth anniversary of the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women

Solemn commemoration

Aida Gonzalez Martinez, Chairperson, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women

Louise Fréchette, Deputy Secretary-General

Message from Mary Robinson, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, read
by Bacre Waly Ndiaye, Director, New York Office of the High Commissioner

Nitin Desai, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs

Angela E.V. King, Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Gender Issues and
Advancement of Women

Yakin Ertlrk, Director, Division for the Advancement of Women

Luvsandanzangyn Ider, former Chairperson, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women

Round-table discussion
Charlotte Abaka, Member, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
Feride Acar, Member, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women

Ryoko Akamatsu, former Member, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women

Emna Aouij, Member, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women

Fabrizio Bassani, Executive Director, New York Liaison Office of the World Health
Organization

Silvia Cartwright, Member, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
Ivanka Corti, Member, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
Feng Cui, Member, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
Shanti Dairiam, Director, International Women'’s Rights Action Watch, Asia-Pacific

Nguyen Ngoc Dung, former Member, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women

Miriam Estrada, former Member, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women

Elizabeth Evatt, former Chairperson, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women, and Member, Human Rights Committee

Grete Fenger-Moller, former Member, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women

Yolanda Ferrer Gomez, Member, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women

Arvonne Fraser, Founder, International Women'’s Rights Action Watch
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Lilian Gurdulich de Correa, former Member, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women

Vinitha Jayasinghe, former Member, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women

Salma Khan, Member, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, and
former Chairperson of the Committee

Yung-Chung Kim, Member, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
Franklyn Lisk, Director, New York Liaison Office of the International Labour Organization

Pirkko Anneli Makinen, former Member, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women

Cecilia Medina-Quiroga, Chairperson, Human Rights Committee

Alma Montenegro de Fletcher, former Member, Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women

Mohamed Nizamuddin, Director, Technical and Policy Division, United Nations Population
Fund

Flavia Pansieri, Deputy Director, United Nations Development Fund for Women
Karin Sham Poo, Deputy Executive Director, United Nations Children’s Fund
Zelmira Regazzoli, Member, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women

Hanna Beate Schdpp-Stiing, Member, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women

Nina Sibal, Director, New York Liaison Office of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization

Rakel Surlien, former Member, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women

Boubacar Toure, Director, New York Liaison Office of the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations

Eimi Watanabe, Assistant Administrator and Director, Bureau for Development Policy, United
Nations Development Programme
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Annex VII

99-24061 (E)

States parties which submitted their observations on the
concluding comments adopted by the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women

The following States parties submitted observations on the concluding comments of
the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women during the period
1 January to 15 Augudt999: Geece, Mexico, China.

011099
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