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Part one. General rules

Sessions

Rule 1
Sessions

The Committee on Enforced Disappearances (heteinakferred to as “the
Committee”) shall hold such sessions as may beinegjfior the effective performance of
its functions in accordance with the Internatio@dnvention for the Protection of All
Persons from Enforced Disappearance (hereinafiemree to as “the Convention”).

Rule 2
Regular sessions

1. The Committee shall hold such regular sessi@th g/ear as authorized by the
General Assembly of the United Nations (hereinafteferred to as “the General
Assembly”) in consultation with the Secretary-Gexheaf the United Nations (hereinafter
referred to as “the Secretary-General”).

2. Regular sessions of the Committee shall be cwd/@n dates decided upon by the
Committee in consultation with the Secretary-Gelndaking into account the calendar of
conferences and meetings.

3. A pre-sessional working group may be convenethbyCommittee as authorized by
the General Assembly in consultation with the SiacyeGeneral.

Rule 3
Special sessions

1. Special sessions of the Committee shall be cwd/dy decision of the Committee.
The Chairperson of the Committee may also convpeeial sessions:

(&)  Atthe request of a majority of members of @mmittee;
(b)  Atthe request of a State party to the Coneent

2. Special sessions shall be convened as soon ssbjgoat a date fixed by the
Chairperson in consultation with the Secretary-Gainand the Committee, taking into
account the calendar of conferences and meetings.

Rule 4
Place of sessions

Sessions of the Committee shall normally be helth@ United Nations Office at
Geneva. Another place for a session may be desidrat the Committee in consultation
with the Secretary-General, taking into accountr#ievant rules of the United Nations.

Rule 5
Notification of opening date of sessions

The Secretary-General shall notify members ofGbenmittee of the date, duration
and place of the first meeting of each sessionh Swtification shall be sent, in the case of
a regular session, at least six weeks in advamekijrathe case of a special session, at least
three weeks in advance of the first meeting.
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Agenda

Rule 6
Provisional agenda

The provisional agenda for each regular or spesgasion shall be prepared by the
Secretary-General in consultation with the Chasperof the Committee, in conformity
with the relevant provisions of the Convention, ahdll include:

(@)  Anyitem decided upon by the Committee atevious session;
(b)  Any item proposed by the Chairperson of thenGuttee;

(c)  Anyitem proposed by a member of the Committee

(d)  Any item proposed by a State party to the @ortion;

(e)  Any item proposed by the Secretary-Generailtire to her or his functions
under the Convention or these rules.

Rule 7
Transmission of the provisional agenda

The provisional agenda and the basic documerdsinglto each item thereof shall
be prepared in the working languages of the Coremitiy the Secretary-General, who
shall endeavour to have the documents transmittadembers of the Committee at least
six weeks prior to the opening of the session.

Rule 8
Adoption of the agenda

The first item on the provisional agenda for aagsson shall be the adoption of the
agenda, except for the election of the officersmezuired under rule 15.

Rule 9
Revision of the agenda

During a session, the Committee may amend thedagand may, as appropriate,
delete or defer items by the decision of a majasityhe members. Additional items of an
urgent nature may be included in the agenda byjarityaof the members.

Members of the Committee

Rule 10
Members of the Committee

1. Members of the Committee shall be the 10 expdeisted in accordance with article
26 of the Convention, who will be independent angartial.

2. The independence of the members requires tegtsirve in their personal capacity
and shall neither seek nor accept instructions famyone concerning the performance of
their duties. Members are accountable only to the@ittee and their own conscience.

3. In their duties under the Convention, memberthefCommittee shall proceed in a
victim-oriented and timely manner and maintain thghest standards of impartiality and
integrity, and apply the standards of the Convengiqually to all States and all individuals,
independently, objectively, honourably, faithfulgnscientiously and without prejudice.
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Rule 11
Solemn declaration

Upon assuming their duties, members of the Coremitthall make the following
solemn declaration in open Committee:

“l solemnly declare that | shall perform my duti@sd exercise my powers as a
member of the Committee on Enforced Disappearanodspendently, objectively,
honourably, faithfully, impartially and conscientily.”

Rule 12
Term of office

1. The term of office of members begins on 1 JWgPfor those members elected at
the first election. The term of office of membelscéed at subsequent elections shall begin
on the day after the date of expiry of the ternoffite of the members whom they replace.

2. The Chairperson, members of the Bureau and Regype may continue performing
the duties assigned to them until one day befoee fitst meeting of the Committee,
composed of its new members, at which it electsfiisers.

Rule 13
Casual vacancies

1. A casual vacancy may occur through death, teegmation of a member of the
Committee or the inability of a Committee memberptrform her or his function as a
member of the Committee. The Chairperson shall idiately notify the Secretary-

General, who shall inform the State party of themier so that action may be taken in
accordance with article 26, paragraph 5, of thev@ation.

2. A member of the Committee who intends to resirall submit a written
notification to that end to the Chairperson andSkeretary-General.

3. A member who is unable to attend meetings of Goenmittee shall inform the
Chairperson and the Secretary-General as earlpssbbe and, if this inability is likely to
be extended, the member should resign.

4. When a member of the Committee is consistentigble to carry out her or his
functions for any cause other than absence of @deary nature, the Chairperson shall
draw the above rule to her or his attention. If tember refuses to resign, the Chairperson
shall notify the Secretary-General, who shall tirdarm the State party of the member to
carry out her or his replacement in accordance \wgitticle 26, paragraph 5, of the
Convention.

Rule 14
Filling casual vacancies

1. When a casual vacancy within article 26, panaly®, of the Convention occurs in
the Committee, the Secretary-General shall immelyiaequest the State party that had
nominated that member to appoint, within a peribth@ months, in accordance with the
criteria set out in paragraph 1 of article 26, Arotcandidate from among its nationals to
serve for the remainder of the predecessor’s teuaMject to the approval of the majority of
the States parties.

2. The name and curriculum vitae of the expert pseg for appointment shall be

transmitted by the Secretary-General to the Staaeties for their approval, in accordance
with article 26, paragraph 5, of the Conventionobgxpiration of the term in accordance
with the provision of article 26, paragraph 5, loé tConvention, the Secretary General of
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the United Nations shall inform the States panvbsther the proposed candidate has filled
the casual vacancy.

Officers

Rule 15
Election of officers of the Committee

The Committee shall elect from among its memberGhairperson, three Vice-
Chairpersons and a Rapporteur, with due regardudable geographical representation. In
electing its officers, the Committee shall alsoegisonsideration to appropriate gender
balance and, to the extent possible, rotation anmosgbers.

Rule 16
Term of office

The officers of the Committee shall be elected doterm of two years and be
eligible for re-election provided that the prin@pbf rotation is upheld. None of them,
however, may hold office if she or he ceases ta beember of the Committee.

Rule 17
Functions of the Chairperson

1. The Chairperson shall perform the functions emefd upon her or him by these
rules of procedure and the decisions of the Coremitt

2. In the exercise of those functions, the Chagpershall remain under the authority
of the Committee and shall consult as broadly assipte with the officers of the
Committee (Bureau) and other members of the Coraeitt

3. Between sessions, at times when it is not plessibpractical to convene a special
session of the Committee in accordance with rulth&,Chairperson is authorized to take
action to promote compliance with the Conventiontbea Committee’s behalf if she/he
receives information which leads her/him to beligkiat it is necessary to do so. The
Chairperson shall report on the action taken toGbemittee as soon as possible, no later
than at its following session.

4, The Chairperson shall represent the Committéénaéed Nations meetings in which
the Committee is officially invited to participatd.the Chairperson is unable to represent
the Committee at such a meeting, she or he magmnkgsi another officer of the Committee
or, if no officer is available, another member bé tCommittee, to attend on her or his
behalf.

Rule 18
Absence of the Chairperson

1. If the Chairperson is unable to be presentratating or any part thereof, she or he
shall designate one of the Vice-Chairpersons tandogr or his place.

2. In the absence of such a designation, the VitairGerson to preside shall be
chosen according to the seniority as members o€tramittee; where they have the same
seniority, the order of seniority in age shall bikdwed.

3. If the Chairperson ceases to be a member o€tmmittee in the period between
sessions, the Acting Chairperson shall exercisefthiction until the beginning of the next
ordinary or special session.
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VI.

4, A Vice-Chairperson acting as a Chairperson dimale the same powers and duties
as the Chairperson.

Rule 19
Replacement of officers

If any of the officers of the Committee ceasesdnve or declares her or his inability
to continue serving as a member of the Committdleroany reason is no longer able to act
as an officer, a new officer shall be elected fithn same region, to the extent possible, for
the unexpired term of her or his predecessor.

Secretariat

Rule 20
Duties of the Secretary-General

The Secretary-General shall:

(@) Provide the necessary staff and facilitiestli@r effective performance of the
functions of the Committee under the Convention;

(b) Be responsible for all the necessary arrangésnéor meetings of the
Committee and its subsidiary bodies;

(c) Be responsible for informing the members & @ommittee of any questions
which may be brought before it for consideration.

Rule 21
Statements

The Secretary-General or her or his representatiaél be present at all meetings of
the Committee and may make oral or written statésnansuch meetings or at meetings of
its subsidiary bodies.

Rule 22
Financial implications

Before any proposal which involves expenditur@pgroved by the Committee or
by any of its subsidiary bodies, the Secretary-Gdnshall prepare and circulate to the
members of the Committee or subsidiary body, aly earpossible, an estimate of the cost
involved in the proposal. It shall be the duty bé tChairperson to draw the attention of
members to this estimate and to invite discussioit ahen the proposal is considered by
the Committee or subsidiary body.

Languages
Rule 23
Official and working languages

Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and iSpashall be the official
languages of the Committee and, to the extent plessilso its working languages.
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Rule 24
Interpretation

1. Statements made in an official language shallifberpreted into the working
languages.

2. Any speaker addressing the Committee in a laggywsher than one of the official
languages shall normally provide for interpretatioto one of the official languages.
Interpretation into the working languages by intetprs of the Secretariat shall be based
upon the interpretation given in the first officlahguage.

Rule 25
Language of documents

1. All official documents adopted by the Committeteall be issued in the official
languages of the United Nations.

2. All formal decisions of the Committee shall beada available in the official
languages of the United Nations.

VIl. Records

Rule 26
Records

1. The Secretary-General shall provide the Committééh summary records of its
proceedings, which shall be made available to tkenbers of the Committee as soon as
possible.

2. Summary records are subject to correction, tesidamitted to the Secretariat by
participants in the meetings, within three workohays of the receipt of the records of the
meetings, in the language in which the summaryreeiissued. Corrections to the records
of the meetings shall be consolidated in a singlerigendum to be issued after the
conclusion of the relevant session.

3. The summary records of public meetings shatid&uments for general distribution
unless in exceptional circumstances the Committe@ds otherwise.

4, Sound recordings of meetings of the Committeall she made and kept in
accordance with the usual practice of the Unitetidda.

VIIl.  Conduct of business
Rule 27
Public and private meetings

The meetings of the Committee and its subsidiargids shall be held in public
unless it appears from the relevant provisionshef@onvention or the Committee decides
otherwise that the meeting should be held in peivat

Rule 28
Quorum

Six members of the Committee shall constitute @rgjn.

11
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Rule 29
Powers of the Chairperson

1. The Chairperson shall declare the opening aondirgd of each meeting of the
Committee, direct the discussion, ensure observahtte present rules, accord the right to
speak, put questions to the vote and announceiciesis

2. The Chairperson, subject to the present rulésll shave control over the
proceedings of the Committee and over the maintahorder at its meetings.

3. The Chairperson may, in the course of the dsonsof an item, including the
examination of reports submitted under article Z9th® Convention, propose to the
Committee the limitation of the time to be allowtedspeakers, the limitation of the number
of times each speaker may speak on any questiotharadosure of the list of speakers.

4, The Chairperson shall rule on points of ordée 8r he shall also have the power to
propose adjournment or closure of the debate auaninent or suspension of a meeting.
Debate shall be confined to the question beforeGbmmittee, and the Chairperson may
call a speaker to order if her or his remarks ateelevant to the subject under discussion.

5. During the discussion of any matter, a membey,rafany time, raise a point of
order, and such a point of order shall immediabsydecided upon by the Chairperson in
accordance with these rules. Any appeal againstriiag of the Chairperson shall
immediately be put to the vote, and the ruling lo¢ tChairperson shall stand unless
overruled by a majority of the members present. énier raising a point of order may not
speak on the substance of the matter under discussi

6. During the course of the debate, the Chairpensay announce the list of speakers
and, with the consent of the Committee, declarelidteclosed. The Chairperson may,
however, accord the right of reply to any memberepresentative if a speech delivered
after he/she has declared the list closed maksgl#sirable. When the debate on an item is
concluded because there are no other speaker§hhieperson shall declare the debate
closed.

Voting

Rule 30

Voting rights

1. Each member of the Committee shall have one vote

2. For the purpose of these rules, “members presahivoting” refers to the members
casting an affirmative or negative vote.

Rule 31

Adoption of decisions

1. The Committee shall endeavour to reach its aetssy consensus.

2. If and when all efforts to reach consensus Haeen exhausted, decisions of the
Committee shall be taken by a simple majority ef thembers present and voting.

Rule 32

Equally divided votes

If a vote is equally divided on a matter othentlaa election, the proposal shall be
regarded as having been rejected.
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Rule 33
Method of voting

1. Subject to rule 38 of the present rules, the @dtae shall normally vote by show
of hands, except that any member may request &ath)lwhich shall then be taken in the
alphabetical order of the names of the membershef Gommittee, beginning with the
member whose name is drawn by lot by the Chairperso

2. The vote of each member participating in a call-shall be inserted in the record.

Rule 34
Conduct during voting and explanation of vote

After voting has commenced, it shall not be intpted unless a member raises a
point of order in connection with the actual condat the voting. Brief statements by
members consisting solely of explanations of voty rhe permitted by the Chairperson
before the voting has commenced or after the vdtagbeen completed.

Rule 35
Division of proposals

Parts of a proposal shall be voted on separafely inember requests that the
proposal be divided. Those parts of the proposal lihve been approved shall then be put
to the vote as a whole; if all operative parts @raposal have been rejected, the proposal
shall be considered to have been rejected as a&whol

Rule 36
Order of voting on amendments

1. When an amendment to a proposal is moved, ttendment shall be voted on first.
When two or more amendments to a proposal are malredCommittee shall first vote on
the amendment furthest removed in substance frenotiginal proposal and then on the
amendment next furthest removed therefrom and suntihall amendments have been put
to the vote. If one or more amendments are adopbedamended proposal shall then be
voted upon.

2. A motion is considered an amendment to a prdpbsamerely adds to, deletes
from or revises part of the proposal.

Rule 37

Order of voting on proposals

1. If two or more proposals relate to the same tipresthe Committee shall, unless it
decides otherwise, vote on the proposals in therardwhich they have been submitted.

2. The Committee may, after each vote on a propaaide whether to vote on the
next proposal.

3. Any motions requiring that no decision be takerthe substance of such proposals
shall, however, be considered as previous questindshall be put to the vote before those
proposals.

Elections

Rule 38
Method of elections

Elections shall be held by secret ballot, unlessGommittee decides otherwise.

13



CED/C/1

14

XI.

Rule 39
Conduct of elections

1. Where there is only one candidate for electmmohe of its officers, the Committee
may decide to elect that person by acclamation.

2. Where there are two or more candidates forieledor one of its officers, or where
the Committee otherwise decides to proceed withlth the person who obtains a simple
majority of the votes cast shall be elected.

3. If no single candidate receives a majority of tfotes cast, the members of the
Committee shall endeavour to reach a consensusebledtding a further ballot.

4, Elections shall be conducted by secret ballot.

Rule 40
Conduct of elections for filling two or more electve places

1. When two or more elective places are to bedfiie one time, those candidates who
obtained in the first ballot the majority requirgtaall be elected.

2. If the number of candidates who obtained sucjoritis smaller than the number
of persons or members to be elected, there shalbt&ional ballots to fill the remaining
places. In such case, the voting shall be restrici¢he candidates who obtained the largest
number of votes in the previous ballot, the numiiewhom should not exceed twice the
number of places remaining to be filled. After thed inconclusive ballot, votes may be
cast for any eligible candidates.

3. If three such unrestricted ballots are incorigkisthe next three ballots shall be

restricted to the candidates who obtained the &irgamber of votes in the third of the

unrestricted ballots, the number of whom should exiteed twice the number of places
remaining to be filled, and the following threelbtd thereafter shall be unrestricted, and so
on until all the places are filled.

Subsidiary bodies

Rule 41
Subsidiary bodies — Working groups and Rapporteurs

1. The Committee may establish subsidiary bodiesh sas working group(s) to
expedite its work and assist in implementing itdigatiions under the Convention. The
Committee shall define their composition and maeslaEach subsidiary body shall elect
its own officers and will, mutatis mutandis, appgtg present rules of procedure.

2. The Committee may also designate one or moiits shembers as Rapporteurs to
assist it in any manner in which the Committee numcide including by making
recommendations to the Committee.
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Annual report of the Committee

Rule 42
Annual report of the Committee

As provided in article 36, paragraph 1, of the @miion, the Committee shall
submit to the States parties and the General Adgeambannual report on its activities
under the Convention.

Distribution of reports and other official d ocuments

Rule 43
Distribution of reports and other official documents

1. Reports, formal decisions and all other offidatuments of the Committee and its
subsidiary bodies shall be documents for genesdtidiition unless the Committee decides
otherwise.

2. Reports and additional information submittedSigtes parties under article 29 of
the Convention shall be documents for generalidigion.

Cooperation and participation

Rule 44
Cooperation with and participation of relevant organs, bodies, procedures, State
institutions and non-governmental organizations

1. In accordance with article 28 of the Conventitre Committee shall invite the
relevant organs, offices and specialized agenciddunds of the United Nations, the treaty
bodies instituted by international instruments, special procedures of the United Nations,
the regional intergovernmental organizations oriémdand the State institutions, agencies
or offices working towards the protection of alrgens against enforced disappearances to
submit to it reports, other information or docunaion and oral and written statements, as
appropriate, relevant to the Committee’s activitiesler the Convention.

2. The Committee shall invite national human rightstitutions, non-governmental
organizations, associations of victims’ familiesnda other relevant civil society
organizations to submit to it reports, other infatibon or documentation and oral and
written statements, as appropriate, relevant to @uenmittee’s activities under the
Convention.

3. The Committee may receive, at its discretioty, @tmer information, documentation
and statements submitted to it, including fromvidlials and sources not mentioned in the
previous paragraphs of this rule.

4, The Committee shall determine, at its discretidtow such information,
documentation and written statements are madeadaito the members of the Committee,
including by devoting meeting time at its sessifmssuch information to be presented
orally or through the use of video-conferencing.

Rule 45
United Nations bodies and mechanisms

1. As it discharges its mandate, the Committeel st@hsult other treaty bodies
instituted by relevant international human rightstiuments, in particular the Human
Rights Committee instituted by the International/@umant on Civil and Political Rights, the
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Committee against Torture instituted by the Coneenaigainst Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment aadStibcommittee on Prevention of
Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Tmeait or Punishment instituted by the
Optional Protocol to the Convention against Tortaed Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment with a view tgueing the consistency or their
respective observations and recommendations.

2. The Committee shall also regularly coordinatd archange relevant information
with the Working Group on Enforced or InvoluntarisBppearances.

3. The Committee will also exchange informationthwiother United Nations
mechanisms.

Information and documentation

Rule 46
Submission of information, documentation and statemnts

1. Information, documentation and statements re€eto in rule 44 and received by the
Committee in the context of article 29 of the Cami@n are made public through
appropriate means and channels, including by ppstin the Committee’s web page.
However, in exceptional cases, the Committee magsider, at its discretion, that
information, documentation and statements rece&esd confidential and decide not to
make them public. In these cases, the Committeé¢ detide on how to use such
information.

2. Information, documentation and statements recelyy the Committee concerning
the procedures under articles 30, 32, 33 and 3heoConvention are made public through
appropriate means and channels, including by ppstn the Committee’s web page.
However, the Committee may consider, at its digmnet that such information,
documentation and statements received are notqublithese cases, the Committee will
decide on how to use such information.

3. All documents of the Committee relating to itsmétions under article 31 of the
Convention are confidential until such time whee thommittee decides, in accordance
with the provisions of the Convention and the pnéseles, to make them public.

Part two. Rules relating to the functions of th&Committee

Conflicts of interest

Rule 47
Obligatory non-participation or non-presence of amember in the exercise of the
functions of the Committee

1. A member shall not take part in the consideratf a report, a request for urgent

action, an individual communication, an inter-stad@nmunication, a request for a visit or

the information with indications of widespread gstematic enforced disappearances by
the Committee or its subsidiary bodies if the membe

€)) Is a national of the State party concerned;

(b) Is employed by the State party concerned;



CED/C/1

XVILI.

(©) Has a personal interest in the case or sitnainder consideration;

(d)  Has directly participated in the drafting aabption of any decision on the
case or situation concerned in any capacity othan tunder the procedures under the
Convention; or if any other conflict of interestagesent.

2. Such a member shall not be present during anypablic consultations or meetings
between the Committee and the national human rigigstutions, non-governmental

organizations, or any other entities referred taule 44, nor during the discussion and
adoption of the respective concluding observatigigsys or any other decisions.

3. Any question that may arise under paragraph dvalshall be decided by the
Committee without the participation of the membenaerned.

Reports of States parties under article 29 6the Convention

Rule 48
Submission of reports under article 29, paragraph ,lof the Convention

1. Each State party shall submit to the Committemyugh the Secretary-General, a
report, in accordance with article 29, paragrapbf the Convention, on the measures taken
to give effect to its obligations under the Coniemt within two years after the entry into
force of the Convention for the State party conedrn

2. The Committee shall examine the implementatioih@ obligations of States parties
under the Convention through the consideration lodirt reports submitted to the
Committee.

3. In order to assist States parties in their répgrobligations, the Committee may
issue general guidelines as to the form and comtiemtthe preparation of reports, taking
into account the consolidated guidelines relatiagthe reports required under United
Nations human rights treaties.

4, If, in the opinion of the Committee, a report afState party does not contain
sufficient or accurate information, it may requéis¢é State party concerned to submit
additional information as required, indicating tfirae limit within which the information
should be submitted.

5. The information submitted by the State partyarntthe previous paragraph of the
present rule shall be circulated to members ofGbmmittee prior to the session at which
the report is to be considered.

Rule 49
Request for additional reports under article 29, paagraph 4, of the Convention

1. The Committee may request States parties toigeoadditional reports on the
implementation of the Convention in accordance wvatticle 29, paragraph 4, of the
Convention and indicate the areas on which thee$iatty has to focus its attention.

2. Rule 48, paragraph 4, of the present rules eppliutatis mutandis to the additional
reports requested by the Committee.

Rule 50

Failure to submit reports and additional information

1. At each session of the Committee, the Secrédanyeral shall notify the Committee
of all cases of non-submission of reports and amwit information under rules 48 and 49
of the present rules. In such cases, the Committeg transmit to the State party

17
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concerned, through the Secretary-General, a remiooiecerning the submission of the
report or the additional information.

2. If, after the reminder referred to in paragrdpbf the present rule, the State party
concerned does not submit the report or the additimformation required under the rules
48 and 49, the Committee shall include a referémdbis effect in its annual report.

3. The Committee may notify the State party conedynthrough the Secretary-
General, that it intends, on a date specifiedxtmene in public session the measures taken
by the State party to implement its obligations emthe Convention in the absence of a
report, and adopt concluding observations.

Rule 51
Consideration of reports

1. The Committee, through the Secretary-Generalll stotify the States parties as
early as possible of the opening date, duration plade of the session at which their
respective reports will be considered.

2. Representatives of the States parties shalhliged to attend the meetings of the
Committee at which their reports are considered.

3. If a State party fails to respond to an invitatio have representatives attending the
meeting of the Committee at which its report isngeconsidered, the Committee may
decide to act as follows:

(@) Proceed at the session originally specifiedctmsider the report and
thereafter adopt and submit to the State partyladimg observations; or

(b)  Notify the State party through the Secretagnreral that, at a later specified
session, it intends to consider the report.

Rule 52
Consideration of alternative reports

The Committee may, through the Secretary-Geneealeive alternative reports,
documentation or other information from nationalntan rights institutions, non-
governmental organizations, associations of fasitievictims, other relevant civil society
organizations, and individual experts, in ordebtdld up a more comprehensive picture of
how a State party is implementing the Convention.

Rule 53
Concluding observations

1. In accordance with article 29, paragraph 3hef€onvention, and on the basis of its
consideration of reports and additional informatimteived from States parties, the
Committee shall issue such comments, observationsecommendations (hereinafter
referred to as “the concluding observations”) asmiay deem appropriate and shall
communicate these, through the Secretary-Generahe State party concerned with a
view to assisting the State party in implementisgpbligations under the Convention.

2. Such concluding observations shall be commueicét the State party concerned,
which may respond to them, on its own initiativeabthe request of the Committee.

3. Once transmitted to the State party concerredconcluding observations will be
made public and posted on the website of the Offfcthe High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR). They will also be included in the@rmittee’s annual report to the
General Assembly.
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Rule 54
Follow-up to concluding observations

1. The Committee may, in particular, indicate wieetlon the basis of its consideration
of the report and additional information suppligdtbe State party, it appears that some of
its obligations under the Convention have not kdiecharged or that sufficient information
have not been provided and, therefore, requesSthte party to provide the Committee
with follow-up information to concluding observat®by a specified date.

2. In order to further the implementation of then@oittee’s concluding observations,
including the information to be provided by thet8tparty under the previous paragraph of
the present rule, the Committee may designate omeooe Rapporteurs to follow-up with
the State party on its implementation of the codiclg observations.

3. The follow-up Rapporteur(s) shall assess therinétion provided by the State party
in consultation with the country Rapporteurs, ifyaand report at every session to the
Committee on her/his activities. The Committee metyguidelines for such assessment.

Days of general discussion

Rule 55
Days of general discussion on the Convention

1. In order to enhance a deeper understandingeotadintent and implications of the
Convention, the Committee may devote one or moretimgs of its regular sessions to a
general discussion on an article or articles ofGbavention or a related subject.

2. The Committee, through the Secretary-Generaly nmaite representatives of
Governments, United Nations human rights mechanisidsited Nations Special
Procedures, United Nations bodies and specializgeha@es, national human rights
institutions and non-governmental organizations,wall as individual experts and victims,
to take part in the discussion.

General comments of the Committee

Rule 56
General comments on the Convention

1. The Committee may prepare and adopt general consnmnthe provisions of the
Convention with a view to promoting its implemerdat or to assisting States
parties in fulfilling their obligations.

2. Where appropriate, the Committee may circulate dreft general comments for
comment among United Nations human rights mechamitmited Nations Special
Procedures, United Nations bodies and specialigetices, national human rights
institutions, non-governmental organizations, adl we individual experts, before
their finalization.

3. The Committee shall include such general comsniarits annual report.
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XX.

Urgent action under article 30 of the Conventn

Rule 57
Rapporteur(s) on urgent action

The Committee may designate one or more of its Ineesnas Rapporteurs to assist it
in exercising its mandate under article 30 of then¥&ntion, in particular by seeking
clarifications from the authors of a request fogant action, requesting the State party to
provide information on the situation of the pers)ngought, and to take interim or
protection measures, as necessary, and by maldingireendations to the Committee.

Rule 58
Transmission of requests to the Committee

1. The Secretary-General shall bring to the atbentif the Committee, in accordance
with the present rules, requests for urgent actit are, or appear to be, submitted for
consideration by the Committee under article 3thefConvention.

2. The Committee may seek clarification from théhat(s) of a request as to whether
the request is meant to be submitted to the Comenftir consideration under article 30 of
the Convention.

3. The Committee shall examine a request, submated matter of urgency, that a
disappeared person should be sought and foundder ¢o ascertain whether the case of
enforced disappearance is sufficiently documentetciearly identified.

Rule 59
Record and list of requests

1. The Secretary-General shall maintain a recordalbf requests submitted for
consideration by the Committee under article 3thefConvention.

2. The Secretary-General shall prepare a list@félguests for urgent action registered
by the Committee, together with a brief summartheir contents. The full text of any such
request may be made available in the language loinisgion, to any member of the
Committee upon request by that member.

3. The Secretary-General shall maintain a datalaseding all relevant information
related to each request submitted for considerdjotne Committee.

Rule 60
Request for clarification or additional information

The Secretary-General may request any clarifinatiecessary from the author(s) of
a request, including the identity of the disappdaperson, date and circumstances of
disappearance, reliability of the source or consena legitimate interest to submit such
request.

Rule 61
Authors of requests

A request that a disappeared person should béhsand found may be submitted to
the Committee by relatives of the disappeared pesctheir legal representatives, their
counsel or any person authorized by them, as welby any other person having a
legitimate interest.
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Rule 62
Procedures with regard to requests received

1. As soon as possible after the receipt of a Edfoe urgent action, and provided that
the Committee considers that the request for urgetibn submitted in pursuance of article
30, paragraph 1, of the Convention:

(@) Is not manifestly unfounded;
(b)  Does not constitute an abuse of the righubhsission of such requests;

(c) Has already been duly presented to the compeétadies of the State party
concerned, such as those authorized to undertalestigations, where such a possibility
exists;

(d) Is not incompatible with the provisions of fenvention;

(e) The same matter is not being examined undethen procedure of
international investigation or settlement of taeng nature;

it shall request the State party concerned to cautyinvestigations in order to clarify the
fate or whereabouts of the disappeared person amddp it with information on the
situation of the persons sought, within a time figgt by the Committee.

2. In response to the Committee’s request undeptbgent rule, the State party shall
submit to the Committee any written explanatiortatesnents or documents which may
help to clarify the fate or whereabouts of the plszared person as well as any information
in regard to the investigation thereof by the Spatay concerned.

3. The Committee shall continue its efforts to kvaiith the State party concerned for
as long as the fate of the person sought remairessalved, including by requesting the
State party to provide more detailed informatiorimtake further specific measures in the
search for the disappeared person.

Rule 63
Transmission of recommendations

1. In the light of the information provided by tB¢ate party concerned in accordance
with paragraph 2 of article 30 of the Conventiolme tCommittee may transmit
recommendations to the State party, including aesfjthat the State party should take all
the necessary measures, including interim meastrdscate and protect the disappeared
person in accordance with this Convention and fiorin the Committee, within a specified
period of time, of measures taken, taking into aotdhe urgency of the situation. The
Committee may, in situations where a State pargsdwoot comply with a request made
under article 30(2), make further recommendatiangquests.

2. Cases of intimidation, persecution or reprisghiast relatives of disappeared
persons, witnesses to disappearances or their ié@mimembers of organizations of
relatives and other non-governmental organizatibnman rights defenders or individuals
concerned with disappearances shall be transmittethe Committee to the pertinent
authorities of the State party, with the requestt tthey take steps to protect persons
affected.

Rule 64
Informing the authors of requests for urgent acton

The Committee shall inform the person submitting tequest for urgent action of
its recommendations to the State party concernddo@ithe observations thereto and any
other information provided to it by the State patythey become available.
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Procedures for the consideration of communicions received under
article 31 of the Convention

Rule 65
Transmission of communications to the Committee

1. The Secretary-General shall bring to the atentif the Committee, in accordance
with the present rules, communications that are, appear to be, submitted for
consideration by the Committee under article 3thefConvention.

2. The Secretary-General may request clarificativom the author(s) of a
communication as to whether the communication isamhetio be addressed to the
Committee for consideration under article 31 of @mvention. Where there is doubt as to
the wish of the author(s), the Secretary-Generdl lwing the communication to the
attention of the Committee.

3. No communication shall be received by the Conemiif it:

(@) Concerns a State party to the Convention hiaat not made a declaration
under article 31, paragraph 1, of the Convention;

(b)  Is anonymous;

(c)  Constitutes an abuse of the right of submissibsuch communications or is
incompatible with the provisions of the Convention;

(d)  The same matter is being examined under angtioeedure of international
investigation or settlement of the same natureytoere

(e)  All effective available domestic remedies haet been exhausted. This rule
shall not apply where the application of the reraed$ unreasonably prolonged.
Rule 66

Record and list of communications

1. The Secretary-General shall maintain a recorallafommunications submitted for
consideration by the Committee under article 3thefConvention.

2. The Secretary-General shall prepare a list efcdbmmunications registered by the
Committee, together with a brief summary of thaintents. The full text of any such
communication may be made available in the langugaibmission, to any member of
the Committee upon request by that member.

Rule 67
Request for clarification or additional information

1. The Secretary-General may request clarificativom the author(s) of a
communication, including:

(@) The name, address, date of birth and occupatiache alleged victim and
verification of the victim’s/author’s identity;

(b)  The name of the State party against whickctmmunication is directed,;
(c)  The objectives of the communication;

(d)  The facts of the claim;



CED/C/1

(e)  Steps taken by the author(s) and/or allegetimyis) to exhaust domestic
remedies;

4] The extent to which the same matter is beimgngned under another
procedure of international investigation or setiat of the same nature;

()  The provision or provisions of the Conventalleged to have been violated.

2. When requesting clarification or informatione t8ecretary-General shall indicate to
the author(s) of the communication a time limithiit which such information should be
submitted.

3. The Committee may approve a questionnaire ttitédae requests for clarification or
information from the victim(s) and/or author(s)a€ommunication.

Rule 68
Authors of communications

Communications may be submitted by individualgsibject to the jurisdiction of a
State party, claiming to be victim(s) of a violatiof the provisions of the Convention by
this State party, or by their designated represeetg or by others acting on behalf of the
alleged victim(s).

Rule 69
Withdrawal of a member

If, for any reason, a member considers that sl @hould not take part or continue
to take part in the examination of a communicatitime member shall inform the
Chairperson of her or his withdrawal.

Rule 70
Interim measures

1. At any time after the receipt of a communicationd before a determination on the
merits has been reached, the Committee may transrttie State party concerned, for its
urgent consideration, a request that it take sutthrim measures as the Committee
considers necessary to avoid possible irreparatteage to the victim(s) of the alleged
violations.

2. The Committee may designate a Rapporteur or kkipGroup who may on behalf
of the Committee request the State party concetoddke such interim measures as the
Rapporteur or Working Group considers necessaavtid possible irreparable damage to
the victim(s) of the alleged violation. The Rappart or Working Group shall thereafter
inform the Committee of the nature of the requesl the communication to which it
relates.

3. When the Committee, a Rapporteur or the Worldngup request interim measures
under this rule, the request shall state thatésdmwt imply a determination on admissibility
or on the merits of the communication.

4, The State party may present arguments at agg sththe proceedings on why the
request for interim measures should be lifted owisonger justified.

5. The Committee, a Rapporteur or the Working Grogy withdraw a request for
interim measures on the basis of information resmbivom the State party and the author(s)
of the communication.
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Rule 71
Order of communications

1. Communications shall be dealt with in the ordewhich they are received by the
Secretary-General/Secretariat, unless the CommitteeWorking Group or a Rapporteur
decides otherwise.

2. The Committee may decide to consider two or ngoremunications jointly.

3. The Committee may divide a communication andsitar it separately, if it sets
forth distinct facts, or if it refers to more thame person or to alleged violations not
interconnected in time and place.

Rule 72
Admissibility of communications

1. The Committee shall, by a simple majority andagtordance with the following
rules, decide whether the communication is adniessip inadmissible under article 31,
paragraph 1 and 2, of the Convention.

2. The decision to declare a communication admissitay be taken by the Working
Group provided that all its members so agree.

3. The Working Group or the Rapporteur may dectammmunication inadmissible
provided that all its members so decide. The deeis to be transmitted to the Committee
plenary, which may confirm it without formal disisn.

4, Any Committee member may request a plenary dson to examine the
communication and take a decision on its admilisibi

Rule 73
Procedures with regard to communications received

1. As soon as possible after the receipt of a comication, and provided that the
Committee considers that the communication meetseuirements set out in paragraph 2
of article 31 of the Convention, the Committee, YWerking Group or a Rapporteur shall
transmit the communication confidentially to thatStparty concerned and request that the
State party provide written observations and contmen

2. Any request made in accordance with paragraphtiie present rule shall include a
statement indicating that such a request doesnmliyithat any decision has been reached
on the question of admissibility or the merits fod tommunication.

3. Within a period of four months after receipttbé Committee’s request under the
present rule, the State party shall submit to tl@mmmittee written explanations or

statements that relate to the admissibility andntieeits of the communication, as well as to
any remedy that may have been provided in the matte

4, The Committee, the Working Group or a Rapportemy request written
explanations or statements that relate only toatfissibility of a communication but, in
such cases, the State party may nonetheless subitbén explanations or statements that
relate to both the admissibility and the merits aoftommunication within the period
established by the Committee.

5. A State party that has received a request fariten reply in accordance with
paragraph 1 of the present rule may submit a rédquesriting that the communication be
rejected as inadmissible, setting out the groundsuch inadmissibility, provided that such
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a request is submitted to the Committee within twonths of the request made under
paragraph 1.

5. On the basis of the information provided by 8tate party to support its request
under paragraph 4, the Committee, the Working Groum Rapporteur may decide to
consider the admissibility separately from the tseri

7. Submission by the State party of a request @oraance with paragraph 5 of the
present rule shall not extend the period of founths given to the State party to submit its
written explanations or statements, unless the Gtiewn the Working Group or a
Rapporteur decides to consider the admissibilipasgtely from the merits.

8. If the State party concerned disputes the dil@gs of the author(s), in accordance
with article 31, paragraph 2 (d), of the Conventitirat all effective available domestic
remedies have been exhausted, the State partygihaldetails of the effective remedies
available to the alleged victim or victims in therficular circumstances of the case.

9. The Committee, the Working group or a Rapporteay request the State party or
the author of the communication to submit, withixefl time limits, additional written
explanations or observations relevant to the mefitscommunication.

10. The Committee, the Working group or a Rapporshall transmit to each party the
submissions made by the other party pursuant tprigment rule and shall afford each party
an opportunity to comment on those submissionsimvftked time limits.

Rule 74
Inadmissible communications

1. Where the Committee decides that a communicé&ioradmissible, it shall, as soon
as possible, communicate its decision and the nsafew it, through the Secretary-General,
to the author(s) of the communication and to tleeSparty concerned.

2. A decision of the Committee declaring a commaiiicr inadmissible may be
reviewed by the Committee upon receipt of a writtequest submitted by or on behalf of
the author(s) indicating that the reasons for inadiility no longer apply.

Rule 75
Communications declared admissible prior to the sulmission of the State party’s
observations on merits

1. Decisions declaring a communication admissibier o the submission of the State
party’s observations on merits, in accordance with 73, paragraph 5, of the present rules,
shall be transmitted, through the Secretary-Genwahe author(s) of the communication
and to the State party concerned.

2. The Committee may revoke its decision that arnanication is admissible in the
light of any explanation or statements submittedhgyState party and the author(s).

Rule 76
Examination of communications on their merits

1. At any time after the receipt of a communicationd before a determination on the
merits has been reached, the Committee, the Wofkhogip or a Rapporteur, may consult,
as appropriate, relevant documentation emanatom &ll relevant United Nations organs,
bodies, specialized agencies, funds, programmesnagthanisms, including the other
treaty bodies instituted by international instrutseand the special procedures of the
United Nations, and other international organizagioincluding the relevant regional
intergovernmental organizations or bodies as wellarelevant State institutions, agencies
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or offices that may assist in the examination af tommunication, provided that the
Committee shall afford each party an opportunity cemment on such third party
documentation or information within fixed time litsi

2. The Committee shall formulate its Views on tleeneunication in the light of all
information made available to it by the author(}tee communication, by the State party
concerned, or by any other sources referred tamagraph 1 of the present rule, provided
that this information has been duly transmittethtoparties concerned.

3. Consideration by the Committee of informatiobmsitted by third parties, pursuant
to paragraph 1 of the present rule, does not invamyimply that these third parties become
a party to the proceedings.

4, The Committee may refer any communication to arkiig Group to make
recommendations to the Committee on the meritt@tbommunication.

5. The Committee shall not decide on the merithhefcommunication without having
considered the applicability of all of the admidéip grounds referred to in article 31,
paragraphs 1 and 2, of the Convention.

6. The Committee shall, through the Secretary-G#nesommunicate its Views,
together with any recommendations, to the Statty gancerned and to the author(s) of the
communication.

Rule 77
Individual opinions

Any member of the Committee who has participatethé decision may request that
the text of her or his individual opinion be appetdo the Committee’s decision or Views.
The Committee may fix time limits for the submissiof such individual opinions.

Rule 78
Discontinuation of communications

The Committee may discontinue consideration obmrunication, inter alia when
the reasons for its submission for consideratiatheuthe Convention have become moot.

Rule 79
Follow-up to Views of the Committee

1. Within six months of the Committee’s transmitbélits Views on a communication
the State party concerned shall submit to the Cdtaena written response, including any
information on any action taken in the light of thieews and recommendations of the
Committee.

2. After the six-month period referred to in pasggr 1 of the present rule, the
Committee may invite the State party concernedutmrst further information about any
measures the State party has taken in responseM@éivs or recommendations.

3. The Committee shall, through the Secretary-Gandransmit the information
received from the State party to the author(shefdommunication.

4, The Committee shall designate a Rapporteur orking Group for follow-up on
Views to ascertain the measures taken by Statdepan give effect to the Committee’s
Views and recommendations.

5. The Rapporteur or Working Group may make sucttamts and take such action as
may be appropriate for the due performance of @gsigned functions and shall make such
recommendations for further action by the Committeenay be necessary.
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6. In addition to written representations, meetingth duly accredited representatives
of the State party, a Working Group or Rapporteay seek information from the author(s)
and victim(s) of the communications and other rafg\sources.

7. The Rapporteur or Working Group shall reportthte Committee on follow-up
activities at each session of the Committee.

8. The Committee shall include information on fellop activities in its annual report
under article 36 of the Convention.

Rule 80
Confidentiality of communications

1. Communications submitted under the Conventioall she examined by the
Committee, a Working Group or Rapporteur in closeztings.

2. All working documents prepared by the Secretdoathe Committee, a Working
Group or Rapporteur shall be confidential unlegssGbmmittee decides otherwise.

3. The Secretary-General, the Committee, a Workingup or Rapporteur shall not
make public any communication, submissions or imfation relating to a communication
prior to the date on which a decision on inadmifisitor Views is issued. This is without
prejudice of the Committee’s prerogatives unddclar8 of the Convention.

4, The Committee may decide ex officio, upon retjuadsthe author(s) or alleged
victim(s) or the State party concerned, that theemof the author(s) of a communication
or the individuals who are alleged to be the vi¢sof a violation of provisions of this
Convention not be published in its inadmissibitigcision or Views.

5. The Committee, a Working Group or Rapporteur maguest the author of a
communication or the State party concerned to keeidential the whole or part of any
submission or information relating to the procegdin

6. Subject to paragraphs 4 and 5 of the preseet nathing in this rule shall affect the
right of the author(s), alleged victim(s) or theat®t party concerned to make public any
submission or information bearing on the proceesling

7. Subject to paragraphs 4 and 5 of the presept the Committee’s decisions on
inadmissibility and Views shall be made public.

8. The Secretariat shall be responsible for thérildigion of the Committee’s final
decisions to the author(s) and the State partyaroed.

9. Unless the Committee decides otherwise, infaomatelated to follow-up to the
Committee’s Views and recommendations shall natdrdidential.

Inter-State communications procedure under aticle 32 of the
Convention

Rule 81
Transmission of communications to the Committee

1. The Secretary-General shall bring to the atentif the Committee, in accordance
with the present rules, communications that are, appear to be, submitted for
consideration by the Committee under article 3thefConvention.

2. The Secretary-General may request clarificatiom the State party submitting a
communication as to whether the communication isamheto be addressed to the
Committee for consideration under article 32 of @mnvention. Where there is doubt as to
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the wish of the State party submitting a commuicatthe Secretary-General will bring
the communication to the attention of the Committee

3. A communication under article 32 of the Conwvemtimay be submitted to the
Committee by a State party which claims that armotbte party is not fulfilling its
obligations under the Convention, and which hasemadieclaration in accordance with
article 32 of the Convention.

4, The communication shall contain the informatiegarding:
(@) The name of the State party against whiclctilemunication is directed;

(b) The declaration by the State party submittiag communication, in
accordance with article 32 of the Convention;

(c)  The provision or provisions of the Conventalleged to have been violated;
(d)  The objectives of the communication;

(e)  The facts of the claim.

Rule 82
Record of communications

The Secretary-General shall maintain a recordl @banmunications received by the
Committee pursuant to article 32 of the Convention.

Rule 83
Information to the members of the Committee

The Secretary-General shall inform the membeth®iCommittee without delay of
any communications under rule 81 of these rules sral transmit to them as soon as
possible copies of the communications and releivdotmation.

Rule 84
Requirement for the consideration of communications

A communication shall not be considered by the @ittee unless both States
parties concerned have made declarations undelea3® of the Convention.

Rule 85
Good offices

Subject to the provision of rule 84 of these rutb® Committee shall proceed to
make its good offices available to the States @artioncerned with a view to a friendly
solution to the matter on the basis of respectthfar obligations provided for in the
Convention.

Rule 86
Request for information

The Committee may, through the Secretary-Genegajuest the States parties
concerned, or either of them, to submit additianédrmation or observations in writing.
The Committee shall set a time limit for the sulsige of such written information or
observations. Further modalities for making writerbmissions shall be decided by the
Committee, after consultation with the States partioncerned.
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Rule 87
Report of the Committee

1. The Committee may adopt a report concerningamymunication received under
article 32 of the Convention.

2. If a solution within the terms of rule 85 of fleerules is reached, the Committee
shall confine its report to a brief statement of facts and of the solution reached; if a
solution within the terms of rule 85 of these rukesot reached, the Committee shall, in its
report, set forth the relevant facts concerning itbsue between the States parties
concerned. The written submissions made by theStzrties concerned shall be attached
to the report. The Committee may also communicatg to the States parties concerned
any views that it may consider relevant to theddsetween them.

3. In every matter, the Committee’s report shall cmmmunicated, through the
Secretary-General, to the States parties concerned.

XXIII.  Visits under article 33 of the Convention

Rule 88
Transmission of information to the Committee

In accordance with the present rules, the Segr&aneral shall bring to the
attention of the Committee information that is gopears to be submitted for the
Committee’s consideration under article 33 of tle@ntion.

Rule 89
Record of information

The Secretary-General shall maintain a permaremard of information brought to
the attention of the Committee in accordance witle 188 of the present rules and shall
make the information available to any member of @mmmittee upon request in the
language of submission.

Rule 90
Summary of information

The Secretary-General, as appropriate, shall peegrad circulate to members of the
Committee a brief summary of the information sulbeditin accordance with rule 88 of the
present rules.

Rule 91
Preliminary consideration of information by the Committee

1. The Committee may, through the Secretary-Genasalertain the reliability of the

information and/or the sources of the informatioought to its attention under article 33 of
the Convention. It may seek to obtain additiondwvant information substantiating the
facts of the situation.

2. The Committee shall determine whether the infdiom received contains reliable
information indicating serious violations of theopisions of the Convention by the State
party concerned.

3. The Committee may designate one or more of @mbers to assist it in discharging
its duties under the present rule.
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Rule 92
Examination of information

1. If the Committee is satisfied that the inforroatreceived is reliable and appears to
indicate serious violations of the provisions af tbonvention by the State party concerned,
the Committee, through the Secretary-General, sinaite the State party to submit
observations with regard to that information witfiled time limits.

2. The Committee shall take into account any ols@ms that may have been
submitted by the State party concerned, as welhgther relevant information.

3. The Committee may obtain additional informatinom all relevant sources
including the entities referred to in rule 44 of thresent rules.

4, The Committee shall decide the form and manmerwhich such additional
information will be obtained.

Rule 93
Undertaking a visit

1. Taking into account any observations that mayehaeen submitted by the State
party concerned, as well as other reliable inforomatthe Committee may designate one or
more of its members to undertake a visit to thattey of the State party concerned and to
report back to it without delay.

2. The Committee shall, through the Secretary-G#nemotify the State party
concerned, in writing, of its intention to organaevisit, indicating the composition of the
delegation and the purpose of the visit, while segkhe consent of the State party to such
a visit. The State party shall answer the Committéhin a reasonable time, no later than
within a time to be established by the Committesrfithe receipt of the notification. The
Committee shall also inform the State party coneérof its wishes regarding the timing of
the visit and the facilities required to allow teamembers designated by the Committee to
conduct their tasks.

3. A visit shall be conducted in accordance witly amodalities determined by the
Committee. The Committee may decide to postpormancel its visit upon a substantiated
request by the State party.

4, Taking into account the Convention and the presdles, the members designated
by the Committee to conduct the visit shall det@artheir own methods of work.

5. During the period of the visit, the Committeeynaefer the consideration of any
report that the State party concerned may have ifigohpursuant to article 29 of the
Convention.

Rule 94
Cooperation of the State party concerned

1. The Committee shall seek the cooperation offa¢e party concerned at all stages
of a visit.

2. If the State party concerned agrees to the, ilst Committee and the State party
shall work together to define the modalities of tiwt and the State party shall provide the
Committee with all the facilities needed for thesessful completion of the visit, including
the access to information and persons concerned.

3. The Committee may request the State party coadeto nominate a representative
to meet with the member or members designateddZtmmittee.
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4, The Committee may request the State party cardeto provide the member or
members designated by the Committee with any indtion that they or the State party
may consider relevant to the visit.

Rule 95
Hearings

1. Visits may include hearings to enable the degiggh members of the Committee to
determine facts or issues relevant to the assessmgtie situation.

2. The conditions and guarantees concerning anyinigsaheld in accordance with
paragraph 1 of the present rule shall be estaldiblyethe designated member or members
of the Committee visiting the State party in coniwet with the assessments of the
situation.

3. Any person appearing before the designated mesmifethe Committee for the
purpose of giving testimony shall make a solemratation as to the veracity of her or his
testimony.

4, The Committee shall request that the State piakiy all appropriate steps to ensure
that individuals under its jurisdiction are not gdbed to reprisals as a consequence of
providing information or participating in any haags or meetings in connection with the

visit.

Rule 96
Assistance during a visit

1. In addition to the staff and facilities that BHhee provided by the Secretary-General
in connection with a visit to the State party caneel, the designated members of the
Committee may, through the Secretary-General,énwiterpreters and/or such persons with
special competence in the fields covered by thev€otion as are deemed necessary by the
Committee to provide assistance at all stagesvidia

2. Where such interpreters or other persons ofiagpeampetence are not bound by the
oath of allegiance to the United Nations, they Ishal required to declare solemnly that
they will perform their duties honestly, faithfuland impartially.

Rule 97
Transmission of findings, comments or suggestions

1. After examining the information submitted andtei®ed in connection with or
during the visit in accordance with rules 93 and9%he present rules, the Committee shall
communicate the findings of its designated memblhbreugh the Secretary-General, to the
State party concerned, together with any obsemstmd recommendations.

2. The State party concerned shall submit its elasens on the findings, observations
and recommendations to the Committee, through doeeBary-General, within a time limit
established by the Committee.

Rule 98
Follow-up action by the State party

The Committee may, after the end of the time limaferred to in paragraph 2 of rule
97, request the State party concerned to providlit additional information on measures
taken in response to a visit, with a view to impdeiting the recommendations by the
Committee.
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Rule 99
Protection measures

Where the Committee receives reliable informatibat a State party has been
implicated in reprisals against individuals undé&s jurisdiction as a consequence of
providing information or participating in any haays or meetings in connection with a
visit, it may request the State party concernedadopt urgently measures to ensure
protection of the concerned individuals and subwritten explanations or clarifications
thereon to the Committee.

Mechanism under article 34 of the Conventionto address widespread
or systematic enforced disappearances

Rule 100
Transmission of information to the Committee

1. In accordance with the present rules, and putswaarticle 34 of the Convention,
the Secretary-General shall bring to the attentibthe Committee information received
which contains or appears to contain well-foundetidations that enforced disappearance
is being practised on a widespread or systemasis loa the territory under the jurisdiction
of a State party.

2. The Committee shall seek from the State partyredévant information on the
situation in order to urgently address incidentemforced disappearance which it deems to
be practised on a widespread and systematic batig iterritory under the jurisdiction of a
State party.

Rule 101
Record of information

The Secretary-General shall maintain a permaresrard of information brought to
the attention of the Committee in accordance witle 100 of the present rules and shall
make the information available to any member of @mmmittee upon request in the
language of submission.

Rule 102
Summary of information

The Secretary-General, as appropriate, shall peegrad circulate to members of the
Committee a brief summary of the information sulbeditin accordance with rule 100 of
the present rules.

Rule 103
Transmission of information to the General Assembly

1. Taking into account any observations that mayehaeen submitted by the State
party concerned, the Committee may undertake ctaigris and other measures as
necessary in order to take a decision whethergenily bring the matter to the attention of
the General Assembly, through the Secretary General

2. The Committee shall, through the Secretary-Genewtify in writing the State
party concerned that the matter has been brougtietattention of the General Assembly
in order to address the situation.
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XXVI.

Communiqués

Rule 104
Issue of communiqués concerning public and closedestings

The Committee may issue communiqués, through teeeey-General, for the use

of the media and the general public regarding thiiies of the Committee under articles
29-34 of the Convention.

Part three. Interpretative rules

Adoption of the rules of procedure and ameniments

Rule 105
Adoption of the rules of procedure and amendments

The present rules have been adopted in accordaititarticle 26, paragraph 6, of
the Convention, and may be amended by the Commifesr the proposal has been duly

circulated, provided that the amendment is not rniscsient with the provisions of the
Convention.
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