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LETTER DATED 7 FEBRUARY 1994 FROM THE CHARGE D AFFAIRES A .
OF THE PERMANENT M SSI ON OF YUGOSLAVI A TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS
ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY- GENERAL

| have the honour to transmt herewith the text of an aide-nénpire of the
Government of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, dated 7 February 1994,
concerning the participation of the Yugoslav delegation in the seventh neeting
of States Parties to the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of
Di scrim nati on Agai nst Women.

| should be grateful if you would have the present letter and its annex
circulated as an official docunent of the seventh neeting of the States Parties
to the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of Discrimnation Against
Wonmen.

(Signed) Dragomir DIOKIC
Ambassador
Chargé d' affaires a.i.
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Al DE- MEMOI RE, DATED 7 FEBRUARY 1994, OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
FEDERAL REPUBLI C OF YUGOSLAVI A ( SERBI A AND MONTENEGRO)

Since the adoption of resolution 47/1 by the General Assenbly on
22 Septenber 1992, some international organizations and specialized agencies
have adopted arbitrary decisions in connection with the participation of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in their work

Those decisions are totally unfounded and contrary to the letter and spirit
of the above-nentioned resol ution of the General Assenbly, which pertains solely
to the non-participation of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in the work of
t he General Assenbly. That was clearly confirmed by the opinion of the United
Nati ons Legal Counsel (A/47/485) that "the resolution neither term nates nor
suspends Yugosl avia's nmenbership in the Organization ..." and does not take
away the right of Yugoslavia to participate in the work of organs other than
Assenbly bodi es".

According to another opinion of the United Nations Legal Counsel, dated
16 Novenber 1993, the status of Yugoslavia as a party to treaties was not
affected by the adoption by the General Assenbly of resolution 47/1.

For its part, the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia clearly stated that it

will continue the State, international, |egal and political personality of the
former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and that it will strictly abide
by all international comm tments undertaken by the Socialist Federal Republic of

Yugosl avi a.

The del egation of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia regularly participates
in the neetings of States Parties to various international conventions.

At the current seventh neeting of the States Parties to the Convention on
the Elimnation of Al Forms of Discrimnation against Wonen, certain States
Parti es seek to chall enge Yugoslavia's right to participate in this neeting.

The Government of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia strongly considers
that such action is totally unfounded and therefore unacceptable for the
foll ow ng reasons:

(a) It is inconsistent with the provisions of the Convention on the
Eli m nation of Al Forms of Discrimnation against Wonen and the rul es of
procedure for the neeting of the States Parties;

(b) The status of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia as a party to that
Convention is not in any way affected by General Assenbly resolution 47/1,

(c) The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia has clearly expressed its readi ness
to abide fully by the commtnments arising fromthat Convention and cooperate
with the Committee on the Elimnation of Discrimnation agai nst Wmen;

(d) The del egation of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia has been
officially invited to take part in the meeting of States Parties, for which it
has duly submtted full powers.

The Governnent of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia wi shes to draw the
attention of the States Parties to the Convention on the Elimnation of All
Forms of Discrimnation against Wonen to the point that such legally unfounded
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and politically notivated action by certain States Parties may set a dangerous
precedent with respect to the status of the States Parties to the Convention and
create serious obstacles in its inplenentation.

It should be understood that the denial of the legitimte right of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia to participate in the neeting of the States
Parties would at the same tinme inply the suspension of its obligations arising
fromthe Convention. Therefore, it would nmean that Yugoslavia will no | onger be
obliged to inplenent the provisions of the Convention

The Governnent of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia wi shes to state that
it is fully prepared to honour all its obligations as a State Party to this
Convention and to participate in that capacity in the neetings of the States
Parties.

Any decision to the contrary shall be the sole responsibility of those
States Parties that initiated and supported such action

The Convention on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Discrimnation against
Wnen is a specific category of treaties of valid erga ommes, with the primary
goal of protecting women against all forms of discrimnation. Therefore, such a
deci sion would be in total contradiction with this noble goal as it would
di scrimnate against a State party that has denonstrated readi ness and resol ve
to honour and inplenent the Convention



