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. CONCLUSI ONS AND RECOVVENDATI ONS ADCPTED BY
THE COW TTEE ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD

1. Oganization of informal regional neetings

The Committee on the Rights of the Child,

Reaffirm ng the consideration it has previously nmade on the useful ness of
organi zing neetings in different regions of the world in order to enhance
i mpl ement ati on of the Convention on the Rights of the Child,

Encouraged by the successful results of the first informal regiona
neeting of the Committee, in the Latin Anerican and Caribbean region, held in
Quito, Ecuador, in June 1992

Recogni zing the inportant role informal regional nmeetings can play in
pronoting greater awareness of the principles and provisions of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child and of the work of the Conmittee, as well as in
enabl i ng the nmenbers of the Committee to acquire a deeper know edge and better
understanding of the realities in a region

Convi nced of the rel evance of these neetings to meaningfully enhance
i nternational cooperation and joint efforts between the different
United Nations bodies, specialized agencies and other conpetent bodi es active
in the field of the inplementation of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child,

Wl comi ng the decision of the United Nations Children's Fund to
facilitate the Quito nmeeting in close cooperation with other United Nations
bodies, and the efforts nmade in order to ensure its success,

Stressing the inportance of the participation in such regional neetings
of non-governnental organizations active in the field of the rights of the
child,

1. Wl cones the opportunity given to the Conmittee to hold the first
i nformal regional neeting in Quito, Ecuador

2. Expresses its thanks to the host CGovernnent of Ecuador for the warm
wel cone it extended at the opening of the informal regional neeting of the
Conmi ttee;

3. Recogni zes the inportance of such neetings to contribute to a wider
pronotion of the rights of the child;

4. Wl cones the possibility of holding other informal regiona
neeti ngs, whenever possible on an annual basis.
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2. Sources of infornmtion

The Committee on the Rights of the Child,

Recalling that, as recognized by the Third Meeting of the Persons
Chairing the Hunan Ri ghts Treaty Bodies, "each of the treaty bodies should
have access to all of the sources of infornmation that it feels it needs in
order to be effective",

Bearing in mind the inportance of the information that can be provided to
the Conmittee by the United Nations bodies, specialized agenci es and ot her
conpetent bodies, in view of their experience and know edge in the field of
the rights of the child,

Reaffirm ng that access by the Coormittee to all relevant sources of
information pertaining to its functions will be essential to ensure effective
performance of its activities,

1. Reiterates the request addressed to the Secretary-General to
establish a comm ttee resource roomfor the purpose of gathering and
facilitating access to the various sources of information that are
i ndi spensable for the effective functioning of the Conmittee;

2. Requests the Secretariat to report at the begi nning of each session
on the action taken pursuant to decisions adopted by the Committee at its
previ ous sessi ons;

3. Al so requests the Secretariat to continue to organize country files
and to prepare an anal ytical study of available information concerning each
State party whose report is to be considered by the Conmittee, in the |ight of
t he adopted reporting guidelines;

4, Encourages United Nations bodies, specialized agenci es and ot her
conpetent bodies, in order to foster the effective inplenentation of the
Convention, to provide the Cormittee with relevant information concerning each
State party whose report is scheduled to be considered by the Comittee;

5. Expresses concern at the difficulties faced and the delay taken in
expediting the inmplementation of the recommendations of the task force on
conput eri zati on appoi nted by the Secretary-Ceneral with a view to increasing
the efficiency and effectiveness of the functioning of the treaty bodies;

6. Recogni zes the high priority of the conputerization of the work of
the treaty-nmonitoring bodies and its inportance to inprove the reporting
system and encourages the next Meeting of Persons Chairing the Human Ri ghts
Treaty Bodies to give particular consideration to this reality and envi sage
t he adoption of adequate and urgent recomendati ons;

7. Deci des to establish a working group anong its nenbers to consider
the question of the systemof information and docunentation relevant to its
wor k, including the question of conputerization, in cooperation with the
Centre for Human Rights, United Nations bodi es and ot her conpetent bodies
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3. Public information activities

The Committee on the Rights of the Child,

Recogni zi ng the inportance of disseminating information on the Convention
on the Rights of the Child and its inplenentation with a viewto creating
greater awareness and a deeper understanding of its principles and provisions
and to pronote the full realization of children's rights,

1. Wl cones the publication of an issue of the Bulletin of Human
Rights on the Rights of the Child;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to provide for, and to facilitate
and encourage, the dissenination of information concerning the Convention and
the work of the Committee, in particular

(a) To consider the translation of the Convention into different
| anguages, inter alia by issuing Fact Sheet No.10 "The Rights of the Child" in
di fferent additional |anguages;

(b) To consider the inclusion in the "Manual on Human Ri ghts Reporting"
of a chapter concerning the nechani smestablished within the framework of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child,

(c) To ensure priority to the conpletion and issuance of the Travaux
préparatoires and the Cormentary on the Convention on the Rights of the Child;

(d) To consider, within the framework of the preparation and
di ssenmination of printed information in the field of human rights, to issue a
speci al publication designed to make the principles and provisions of the
Convention w dely known to children;

3. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to ensure that the United Nations
information centres or, in the countries where such infornmation centres do not
exi st, the UNDP country offices, nmake freely available on a routine basis the
docunments of the Conmittee for general distribution, particularly the reports
of the Conmmittee, the reports subnmtted to the Conmittee by the State in whose
territory the information centre is |located, and the sunmary records relating
to the examination of the reports;

4. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to strengthen, in the franework
of the technical assistance and advisory services programe of the Centre for
Human Rights, the training activities related to the inplenentation of the
Convention, as well as the organi zation of semi nars and workshops at the
nati onal and | ocal |evel for the purpose of training those involved in the
preparation of State party reports in accordance with the adopted reporting
gui del i nes;

5. Encour ages the Secretary-Ceneral to consider, within the technica
assi stance and advi sory services progranme, providing training and assistance
to the national institutions acting in the field of the rights of the child;
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6. Al so _encourages the Secretary-CGeneral to consider the
i mpl enentati on of the Convention on the Rights of the Child as a priority
matter within the fell owship programe;

7. Invites States parties to pay particular attention to the need for
transl ating and publishing the Convention in the various |ocal |anguages, as a
nmeans to ensure that the principles and provisions thereof are nade widely
known, by appropriate and active nmeans, to adults and children alike.

4. Relations with other United Nations bodies and treaty bodies

The Committee on the Rights of the Child,

Recogni zi ng the inportance of ensuring effective interaction and
cooperation with United Nations bodies acting in the field of the rights of
the child, including the Special Rapporteur of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, and the
Worki ng Group on Contenporary Fornms of Slavery of the Sub-Comm ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities,

Recogni zing also the need to maintain effective comrmuni cati on and
di al ogue with the other human rights bodi es on conmon i ssues and probl ens,

Consi dering the need and inportance of ensuring its participation in
activities taking place within the United Nations framework which are of
rel evance to its work,

Encour aged by Conmi ssion on Human Rights resol ution 1992/15 in which the
Conmi ssion stressed the continuing need for consultation and exchange of
i nformati on anong all treaty bodies,

1. Wl cones the possibility of holding future nmeetings with the
United Nations bodies acting in the field of the rights of the child,
i ncluding each of the treaty bodies, with a view to discussing natters of
mut ual interest;

2. Decides to follow, as appropriate, the neetings and activities of
other human rights treaty bodies, as well as other United Nations neetings
relevant to its work;

3. Wl cones the hol ding of the neetings of persons chairing the human
rights treaty bodi es on a biennial basis;

4, Wl cones the opportunity to participate in the sem nar of experts
on appropriate indicators to neasure achievenents in the progressive
realization of economic, social and cultural rights, to be held in
Decenber 1992;

5. Wel cones the opportunity to participate in the nmeeting of experts
on the application of international standards concerning the human rights of
detained juveniles, to be organized in Geneva in March 1993, follow ng a
proposal of the Secretary-General endorsed by the Sub-Conm ssion on Prevention
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of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities in its resolution 1992/25,
where a wish is expressed to see the Cormittee on the Rights of the Child
represented at the neeting of experts;

6. Expresses the hope that adequate resources will be provided to
enabl e the Conmittee to devel op effective conmuni cation and di al ogue with
ot her human rights bodies and to participate in United Nations neetings
relevant to its work;

7. Invites special rapporteurs appointed by the Comni ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts and the Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection
of Mnorities and worki ng groups established by the Commi ssion and the
Sub- Conmi ssion to take the Convention on the Rights of the Child into
consideration within the franework of their respective nandates;

8. Wl cones the opportunity the second session has provided for
starting a constructive and nmeani ngful dial ogue with the Special Rapporteur on
the Sale of Children on questions of common concern, nanely on the question of
child soldiers, and expresses its willingness to pursue this dialogue at its
future sessions.

5. Fourth Meeting of persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies

The Committee on the Rights of the Child,

Recogni zi ng the inmportance of contributing to the Fourth Meeting of
persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies,

Bearing in mind its proceedi ngs and deci sions on issues of relevance to
t he agenda of such a neeting,

Decides to bring the followi ng inportant issues to the attention of
the Fourth Meeting of persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies:

A

The innovating experience of holding informal neetings at the regional
| evel should be brought to the attention of the Fourth Meeting, in viewof its
rel evance as a neans to pronote greater awareness of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child and its systemof inplenentation, and to provide the
Conmittee with a deeper know edge and better understanding of the realities of
a region.

B

Access to all relevant sources of information pertaining to the functions
of the Committee on the Rights of the Child is essential. |In this franmework
the Conmittee, recognizing the high priority of the conputerization of the
work of the treaty-nonitoring bodies, encourages the Fourth Meeting of persons
chairing the human rights treaty bodies to give particular consideration to
this reality and to envi sage the adoption of adequate and urgent
reconmendati ons. The Conmittee al so decides to establish a working group from
anong its nmenbers to consider the question of the system of infornmation and
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docunentation relevant to its work, including the question of conputerization
in cooperation with the Centre for Hunman Rights, United United bodies and
ot her conpetent bodi es.

C

In view of the inportance of disseninating information on the Convention
on the Rights of the Child and its nonitoring nmechanismin order to enhance
i mpl ement ati on of the Convention, the Conmittee on the Rights of the Child:

(a) Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to nake docunents of the Conmittee
classified in the general distribution category freely available, on a routine
basis, in the United Nations information centres or, in the countries where
centres do not exist, in the country offices of the United Nations Devel oprent
Pr ogr amme;

(b) Encourages the Secretary-Ceneral to consider providing training and
assistance to the national institutions acting in the field of the rights of
the child, within the technical assistance and advi sory servi ces programe;

D

In connection with the issue of reservations and decl arations, the
Conmittee deens it is inportant to recall that the Convention has introduced a
holistic approach to the rights of the child, all rights being interrel ated
and inherent to the dignity of the child.

The Conmittee recogni zes the rel evance of handling the question of
reservations and declarations in the course of the dialogue to be established
with States parties when considering their periodic reports.

1. ORGAN ZATI ONAL AND OTHER MATTERS

A, States parties to the Convention

1. As at 9 Cctober 1992, the closing date of the second session of the
Conmittee on the Rights of the Child, there were 123 States parties to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Convention was adopted by the
General Assenmbly in resolution 44/25 of 20 Novenber 1989 and opened for
signature and ratification or accession in New York on 26 January 1990. It
entered into force on 2 Septenber 1990, in accordance with the provisions of
its article 49. A list of States that have signed, ratified or acceded to the
Convention is contained in Annex | to the present report.

2. The text of the declarations, reservations or objections nmade by States
parties with respect to the Convention are reproduced i n docunent
CRC/ U 2/ Rev. 1.
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B. Opening and duration of the session
3. The Conmittee on the Rights of the Child held its second session at the

United Nations Ofice at Geneva from 28 Septenber to 9 Cctober 1992. The
Conmittee held 19 neetings (28th to 46th). An account of the Commttee's
del i berations at its second session is contained in the relevant sumary

records (CRC/C/ SR 28 to 36, 38 and 39, and 41 to 46).

C. Agenda
4, At its 28th neeting, on 28 Septenber 1992, the Conmittee adopted the

provi si onal agenda subnmitted by the Secretary-Ceneral (CRC/C/9); the agenda of
t he second session, as adopted, was as follows:

1. Adoption of the agenda.
2. Filling of vacancy.
3. Sol emm decl aration by a newy appoi nted nenber of the Committee.
4. Revi ew of devel opnments relevant to the work of the Conmittee,
i ncl udi ng:

(a) action by the CGeneral Assenbly at its forty-sixth session

(b) action by the Conmm ssion on Human Rights at its forty-eighth
sessi on;

(c) devel opnents in other human rights treaty nonitoring bodies.

5. Preparatory activities relating to the Wrld Conference on Hunman
Ri ght s.
6. Submi ssion of reports by States parties in accordance with

article 44 of the Convention

7. System of docunentation and infornmation

8. Matters relating to the methods of work of the Committee and the
pre-sessional Wrking Group in respect of the consideration of
reports to be submitted by States parties in accordance wth
article 44 of the Convention, including:

(a) consi deration of the question of technical advice or
assi st ance;

(b) consi deration of the question of an informal technica
advi sory group.

9. Consi deration of information required under each section of the
reporting guidelines.

10. Ceneral discussion on "Children in arnmed conflicts".
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11. Question of urgent appeals.
12. Future studi es.
13. Fut ure neetings.

14. G her matters.

D. Menbership and attendance

5. In accordance with article 43, paragraph 7, of the Convention, and

rule 14 of the Committee's provisional rules of procedure, Ms. Maria Fatim
Borges de Orena inforned the Conmmittee by letter dated 1 COctober 1991 of her
decision to cease to function as a nenber of the Conmittee. The letter of
resignation was transnitted to the Secretary-General by the Pernanent
Representative of Brazil to the United Nations under cover of a note dated

17 Decenber 1991. By a note dated 4 March 1992, the Secretary-CGeneral invited
the Governnent of Brazil to appoint another expert fromanong its nationals to
serve for the remai nder of Ms. Borges de Onena's term Pursuant to the
provisions of article 43, paragraph 7, of the Convention, the Governnent of
Brazil, by note verbale dated 30 April 1992, inforned the Secretary-CGeneral of
t he appoi ntment of M. Anténio Carlos Gones da Costa as an expert of the
Conmittee on the Rights of the Child for the remainder of the said term At
its 28th nmeeting, the Committee approved the appointnent of M. CGones da Costa
by secret ballot, according to rule 14 of its provisional rules of procedure.

6. Al menbers of the Conmittee attended the second session. A list of the
nmenbers of the Commttee, together with an indication of the duration of their
ternms of office, appears in Annex Il to the present report.

7. The following United Nations bodies were represented at the session:
United Nations Devel opment Programme, United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for
Ref ugees, United Nations Children's Fund.

8. The foll owi ng specialized agencies were represented at the session: Food
and Agriculture O ganization of the United Nations, International Labour

Organi sation, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura

Organi zation, Wrld Health Organization

9. The foll owi ng organi zati ons were al so represented: The Hague Conference
on Private International Law, International Committee of the Red Cross,
International Crimnal Police O ganization

10. The fol |l owi ng non-governmental organi zati ons were represented:

Category 1|: I nternational Council of Voluntary Agencies, Internationa
Moverrent ATD Fourth World, Soroptinmist International, Wrld
Federation of United Nations Associations, Zonta
I nt ernati onal
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Category I1: Defence for Children International, Friends' Wrld
Committee for Consultation, International Abolitionist
Federation, International Association of Penal Law,
International Catholic Child Bureau, Internationa
Federation Terre des Hommes, International Federation of
Soci al Workers, International Federation of Wnen in Lega
Careers, International Save the Children Alliance,
i ncl udi ng R&dda Barnen and Save the Children Fund (UK),
Pat hways to Peace

Rost er : Institut Henry-Dunant, International Federali st
Associ ation, Wrld Association for the School as an
I nstrunent of Peace, Wirld O gani zati on against Torture

E. Solemn declaration by a nmenber of the Committee

11. At the 29th neeting, on 28 Septenber 1992, the new y appoi nted nmenber of
the Conmittee, M. Anténio Carlos Gones da Costa (Brazil), nade a sol em

decl arati on upon assuming his duties, in accordance with rule 15 of the

provi sional rules of procedure.

F. Future neetings

12. The Conmittee discussed the question of future neetings and enphasi zed
the i nmportance of benefiting fromat |east two sessions a year, of three weeks
each, as well as from pre-sessional working groups in order to face the
wor kl oad deriving fromthe submni ssion of the States parties reports: wup to
the end of the year, 57 are expected, and in 1993, 45 will becone due.

13. The Conmittee considered a plan for its future work, according to
which it would hold its pre-sessional Wrking Goup of the Wole
from14 to 18 Decenber 1992. It also established a tentative schedule for its
neetings to be held in 1993, as foll ows:
Third Session 11 to 29 January 1993
Pre-sessional Wrking Goup 28 June to 2 July 1993
Fourth Session 20 Septenmber to 8 October 1993
Pre-sessional Wrking Goup 15 to 19 Novenber 1993
G Future day of general discussion

14. The Conmittee decided to devote a day of its fourth session to the
general discussion of the topic of "Econom c exploitation of the child".
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1. OVERVIEWCOF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE COW TTEE

A. Review of relevant devel opnents

15. At its first session, the Cormittee had requested the Secretariat to
report, at the beginning of each session, on the action taken pursuant to
deci si ons adopted by the Cormittee at its previous session. Accordingly, the
Conmittee was provided with infornmal notes prepared by the Secretari at
contai ni ng summari es of action taken by the General Assenbly at its
forty-sixth session, the Conmmi ssion on Human Rights at its forty-eighth
session, and the Sub- Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection
of Mnorities at its forty-fourth session, on the question of the rights of
the child and related natters. The Conmittee al so had before it infornal
notes by the Secretariat containing a conpilation of international instrunents
relating to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and a conpilation of the
general comments and general reconmendati ons adopted by the vari ous hunman
rights treaty bodies (HRI/GEN 1).

16. Foll owi ng a decision taken at the first session, the Rapporteur nmade a
conprehensive oral report on the devel oprments relevant to the work of the
Conmittee that had occurred since the preceding session. 1In this

presentation, particular enphasis was put on action taken within the framework
of the General Assenbly, the Conmm ssion on Human Ri ghts, the Sub- Conmm ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, including Specia
Rapporteurs and Wrking Goups, as well as by the different treaty bodies,

whi ch were of interest for the consideration by the Conmittee of questions
relating to its nethods of work and to the study of issues of a thematic

nat ure.

17. In view of the inportance the Conmittee attaches to closely follow ng and
mai nt ai ni ng effective communi cation with the other human rights treaty bodi es,
it also considered the inportant devel opnents whi ch had occurred within these
bodi es through presentati ons nmade by the nmenbers of the Conmittee having been
designated for that purpose.

18. The Conmittee therefore decided to nmaintain the consideration of this
itemonce a year, based on the presentation by the Rapporteur and the

i nformation provided by the liaison nenbers to the different treaty bodies.
To this end, the Conmittee requested the Secretariat to prepare a docunent
summari zing the inportant steps taken by the relevant United Nations bodies.

19. The Conmittee was al so encouraged by the fact that, at the regiona

| evel, the different actions undertaken in the field of the pronotion and
protection of the rights of the child had shown the inportant catalyzing role
the Convention had played. The Conmittee therefore encouraged the Secretari at
to include in the docunent to be prepared on the devel opnents relevant to its
work a reference to the essential activities undertaken at the regional |evel
particularly by the intergovernmental organizations. The nmenbers of the
Conmittee woul d al so provide the Secretariat with relevant information of

whi ch they night be aware.
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B. Submi ssion of reports by States parties in accordance
with article 44 of the Convention

20. In connection with this item the Cormittee had before it the follow ng
docunent s:

Note by the Secretary-CGeneral on initial reports by States parties due in
1992 (CRC T 3)

Note by the Secretary-CGeneral on initial reports by States parties due in
1993 (CRC T 8)

21. The representative of the Secretary-General provided information on the
present status of subnission of reports. A list of States parties, with an

i ndi cation of the status of subm ssion of reports, is to be found in Annex II
to the present report.

22. The Conmittee wel coned the fact that some reports had al ready been
submtted by States parties; this showed a political willingness to establish
a neani ngful dial ogue with the Conmittee.

23. During the discussion, 57 nmenbers of the Committee stressed

that 57 initial reports would be due at the end of 1992; it was therefore
necessary to adopt adequate neasures to enable the Conmrmittee to deal with such
a heavy workl oad. They expressed the hope that this would receive due

consi deration during the Meeting of States Parties to the Convention,
schedul ed to be held on 11 Novenber 1992, in order to determ ne the duration
of the future sessions of the Conmittee.

24, The Conmittee enphasized the inportance it attached to the tinmely
subm ssion of States parties' reports in accordance with article 44 of the
Conventi on.

25. The Conmittee was encouraged by the fact that such an unprecedented
nunber of States had ratified or acceded to the Convention, and that the
general guidelines regarding the formand content of initial reports
(CRC/d5), as well as the consolidated guidelines on the "Core docunment” on

i nformati on of a general character (HRI/CORE/ 1) had been sent to those States.
The Conmittee reiterated the need to encourage States parties to prepare their
initial reports on a tinely basis and followi ng the adopted guidelines. It
recal l ed that the process of reporting should be an inportant occasion for
conducting a conprehensive review of the various neasures undertaken for

noni toring progress made in the enjoynent of the rights set forth in the
Convention, and that this process should encourage and facilitate popul ar
participation and public scrutiny of government policies.

26. It was recalled that, in accordance with rule 67 of its provisional rules
of procedure, the Committee shall, in the case of non-subm ssion of reports,
transmit to the States parties concerned a rem nder about the subm ssion of
such reports. The Secretariat was requested to rem nd Permanent M ssions of
States parties whose reports had becone due during the current session but had
not been submitted in time, of their reporting obligations under the
Conventi on.
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C. stem of docunentation and information
1. Sources of information
27. The Secretariat had been requested to provide the Comrittee with

i nformation concerning the establishnent of a Conmittee resource room the
devel opnents which have occurred in the field of conputerization of
docunentation of nonitoring treaty bodies, as well as on the availability of
docunents of the Commttee for general distribution

28. Wth regard to the request for the establishnment of a resource roomfor
the purpose of facilitating access to the various sources of information
necessary for the effective functioning of the Conmittee, menbers of the
Conmittee were inforned of current difficulties, including the I ack of space
and resources, faced by the Centre for Human Rights in this connection
Stressing the need for such a resource room where docunmentation fromthe
various United Nations human rights organs, including the treaty bodies, could
be kept and consulted by nmenbers of those bodies, the Committee expressed the
hope that the Centre would give this matter the priority consideration it
deserved.

29. The Conmittee was al so briefed about devel opnents relating to the
establ i shnent of a conputerized database and was inforned that Menber States
of the United Nations, in particular those which were parties to

United Nations human rights instruments, had been invited to nake generous
voluntary contributions to cover the initial cost of installing the database.
The Conmittee reiterated the need for the pronpt establishment in the Centre
for Human Ri ghts of such a conputerized database, which would greatly
contribute to increase the efficiency of the treaty bodies. It noted with
regret the slow pace of the conputerization and the fact that, at the present
stage, the appeal to Menber States to contribute to the installation of the
dat abase was far from having achieved its goal. The Conmittee recomended
that the question be considered as a matter of high priority at the fourth
neeting of persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies, to be held from
12 to 16 October 1992. It was stressed that the Committee should endeavour to
identify its specific needs and the various sources of information which would
be of direct relevance to its work. The inportance of selecting a
conput eri zed system whi ch woul d be conpatible with al ready existing

i nformati on systenms within specialized agencies or regional and

non- gover nment al organi zati ons was al so enphasi zed.

30. The Conmittee visited the International Labour Ofice, where it had a
wor ki ng session in order to famliarize itself with the conputerized system
used by that agency: this neeting enabled a positive exchange of views on the
possibilities afforded by such a system in order to get updated information
on the reality of each country, namely at the |evel of national |egislation
and on the inportant steps taken by the ILOw thin the framework of its
mandate. The Conmittee enphasized the inportance of naintaining close
cooperation with United Nations bodi es and ot her conpetent bodies in the field
of human rights in order to establish a conputerized network of information.

It al so favoured the establishnment of a working group anong its nenbers to
consider this inportant area of a system of infornmation and docunentation
relevant to its work, including the question of conputerization
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31. As regards the question of the availability of the docunments of the
Conmmittee in the United Nations information centres, the Conmittee was
informed that the neetings of heads of such centres and the Bulletin issued

t hereon had been used to alert the centres about the availability and
accessibility of treaty body docunents. The Conmittee enphasized that it was
i mportant to ensure free availability of docunents for general distribution at
the country level. United Nations information centres were essential for this
pur pose, but in those countries where such centres do not exist it would be

i mportant to be able to take advantage of the network of UNDP country offices.

2. Question of indicators

32. The Conmittee expressed the view that the use of appropriate indicators
could contribute to a better assessnment of how the rights covered by the
Convention were guaranteed and inplenented and to an eval uati on of progress
achi eved over tinme towards the full realization of those rights. It was
stressed that the Convention covered a whole range of civil, political, as
wel | as econom c, social and cultural rights and that there was therefore a
need for a right-by-right approach in order to determ ne what kind of

i ndi cators woul d be relevant for each of the rights set out in the Convention
I ndicators constituted an i nportant conmponent offering the Conmittee the
possibility to assess the progress achieved by States parties. However,

i ndicators were not entirely sufficient to ensure such a possibility, mainly
when there was a need to enphasize how the rights set forth in the Convention

were individually enjoyed. |Indicators should neet sone basic requirenments
such as validity, objectivity, sensitivity, conparability, accuracy and
di saggregation. It was said that the Comm ttee should benefit fromthe

experience acquired in the collection of statistical data and use of

i ndi cators by the United Nations Children's Fund, various United Nations

bodi es, specialized agenci es and non-governnmental organizations. The
Committee wel coned the convening, in Decenber 1992, of the Sem nar of experts
on appropriate indicators to neasure achievenents in the progressive
realization of economc, social and cultural rights, in which it would
partici pate, and expressed the hope that this sem nar would contribute to
determ ni ng how best to incorporate the use of indicators into the nonitoring
activities of the Committee.

D. Mtters relating to the methods of work of the Committee

1. Independence of experts

33. Menbers of the Committee enphasi zed the inportance of the question of the
i ndependence of experts. They recalled the provision of the Convention which
states that nenbers shall serve in their personal capacity; they reaffirmed
that their mandate derives fromthe provisions and principles of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and that the Committee menbers are
solely accountable to the children of the world. It was pointed out that,

al t hough elected by States parties' representatives, nmenbers do not represent
their country, Government or any other organization to which they may bel ong.
In view of the relevance of this consideration, and in order to ensure the
principle of inpartiality, the nmenbers of the Conmittee reiterated the
desirability of not participating in the Committee's discussions during the
exam nation of the reports subnmtted by their own CGovernnments. They al so



CRC/ T 10
page 14

recogni zed that, when acting in the franework of the rights of the child,
there is a need to clearly distinguish between their personal or professiona
role and their role as nenbers of the Conmmittee.

2. First informal reqgional neeting

34. Fol |l owi ng a decision taken by the Conmittee at its first session, a first
i nformal regional consultation of the Conmittee for the Latin American and
Cari bbean region was held in Quito, froml to 5 June 1992. The purposes of
the nmeeting, which was organized by UNICEF with the cooperation of the Centre
for Human Ri ghts and support and assi stance from United Nations agenci es and
bodi es and ot her conpetent bodies active in the field of the rights of the
child, were: (a) to provide an opportunity to pronote, at the regional |evel
a greater awareness of the principles and provisions of the Convention and of
the role and functions of the Conmittee in nonitoring the inplenentation of
the rights of the child; (b) to enhance international cooperation and joint
efforts between the various bodi es and bodi es which have a role in the

i mpl enentation of the rights recogni zed by the Convention; and (c) to enable
nmenbers of the Committee to acquire a better know edge and under st andi ng of
realities through directly observing in situ the actual situation of children
in the region.

35. Menbers of the Commttee were extensively briefed about the econom ¢ and
political situation in Latin America and the Caribbean as it affects the
living conditions and rights of children. Various themes relating to the
situation of children were discussed, including health and nutrition,
education, child | abour, refugee children and the |egislative status of

mnors. The availability of advisory services and technical assistance in the
field of human rights was al so reviewed. Information was provided on nationa
programes of action el aborated by Governnents in response to the World Summit
for Children. A round-table discussion took place with the participation of
various non-governmental organizations active in the field of the rights of
the child. Children representing children's organizations al so parti ci pated
in the debate and outlined sone of the problens they were facing. Field trips
to different parts of the country gave nmenbers of the Conmittee the
opportunity to visit various conmunity projects in the field of health,
nutrition, education, water and sanitation, as well as projects relating to
street children.

36. In assessing the results of the neeting, the Committee expressed its
gratitude to UNICEF and to the Governnent of Ecuador and considered that the
obj ectives of the consultation had been fully achieved. The w de coverage of
the neeting by | ocal, national and regional mass nedia had provi ded an
opportunity for a great nobilization of public opinion in favour of the rights
of the child. The neeting had al so been the occasion for a val uabl e exchange
of views between Conmittee nenbers and intergovernnmental and non-government al
bodi es on how best to secure cooperation and di al ogue anong all the various
bodi es concerned with the pronoti on and protection of the rights of the child.
Finally, the regional neeting had enabled Conmittee nenbers to observe and
assess the situation of children in the region through direct contacts with
children and their living environnment, which had shed |ight on factors and
difficulties encountered and progress achieved in practice in inplenmenting the
ri ghts recogni zed in the Convention
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37. Taki ng into account the positive results of this first informal regiona
consul tation, the Conmittee expressed the hope that simlar infornmal mneetings
woul d be organized in the future in other regions and that they would becone a
regul ar feature of its activities.

3. Country files

38. The Conmittee reiterated the inportance of maintaining files of

i nformati on on each State party, and requested the Secretariat to continue
organi zing country files on each State party whose report is due to be
considered by the Conmittee. The country files should include rel evant
material conpiled fromreports subnmtted by the State party to other treaty
bodi es, relevant reports subnmtted to the Conmi ssion on Human Rights, the
Sub- Comi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities.
The sane would apply to the material received fromthe specialized agencies,
UNI CEF and ot her United Nations bodi es and conpetent bodies; to this purpose
the Conmittee recogni zed the need to informthese bodies in advance of the
schedul e of consideration of States parties' reports.

4. Pre-sessional working group

39. The Conmittee agreed that States parties' reports would be prinmarily
reviewed in a pre-sessional working group, to be held approxi mately two nont hs
to six weeks prior to the conveni ng of each session, where the main questions
that would need to be further discussed with representatives of the reporting
States would be identified. The Comittee highlighted the need for
establishing an informal technical advisory group where United Nations bodies,
speci al i zed agenci es and ot her conpetent bodi es woul d be represented, in order
to assist the Committee in its tasks, in the spirit of article 45 of the
Convention. The purpose of this procedure would be to increase the efficiency
of the reporting process and facilitate the task of States parties by
providing themin advance with a list of the main issues which might be raised
during the consideration of their reports.

5. Exanination of reports and concl udi ng observati ons

40. The Conmittee decided to devote at |east two neetings to each State
party's report. |t expressed the hope that the reporting States would send
hi gh-1evel representatives to attend those neetings, in order to enable an
ef fective and constructive dial ogue to take place between the States parties
and the Commttee, in the light of rule 68 of the provisional rules of
procedure.

41. The Conmittee decided that it would issue, at the end of the

consi deration of each report, concluding observations reflecting the main

poi nts of discussion and indicating issues that would require a specific

foll owup. These concl udi ng observations would serve as a starting point for
the periodic reports to be subnitted by States parties at a |l ater stage.

42. The Conmittee enphasi zed the inportance of providing the State party,
following the examination of its report, with an authoritative statemnent
conveying the views of the Conmittee on the inplenmentation of the Convention
by that State party. It recalled, in that perspective, the recent procedure
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foll owed by the Human Rights Committee to ensure that the concl uding
observations would follow a common structure, including an introduction of a
general nature, a chapter on progress achi eved, another on factors and
difficulties inpeding the application of the Convention, one on the principa
subj ects of concern, and a final one including suggestions and reconmendati ons
to be addressed to the State party.

6. Advisory services

43. The Conmittee considered the different activities developed within this
programe, as well as the opportunities it provided in order to reinforce the
awar eness and i npl enentati on of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
The Conmittee recalled the opportunity it would be given, follow ng the

exam nation of States parties reports, to nmake concrete suggesti ons and
proposal s for specific activities to be considered and inplenented by the
techni cal assistance and advi sory services progranme. |n this regard,
reference was nmade to the need to ensure an evaluation of such inplenmentation
and activities.

44, Menbers of the Commttee reiterated the inportance of the technica

assi stance and advi sory services progranme in relation to the rights of the
child; they stressed the necessity to increase awareness anong States parties
that mght face difficulties in the preparati on and submi ssion of reports or
in the inplenmentation of the Convention on the availability of this progranme,
and the possibility to obtain fromit adequate support for the inplenentation
of the Convention.

7. Technical assistance or advice

45, The exchange of views established with the different United Nations
bodi es and ot her conpetent bodi es provided the Committee with information on
i mportant progranmes set up at the country and regional levels in relation to
the rights of the child. It was clear that the Convention had becone a basic
framewor k and focal point when planning and i npl ementi ng such programmes.
Moreover, the indivisibility of the rights of the child had given way to an

i nteraction between different agencies and conpetent bodi es when consi dering
programes of technical assistance, either at the level of inplenmentation or
in the field of advocacy and training. Such activities would not only assi st
in the dissem nation of information on the Convention but also raise awareness
inthis regard at the national and local conmunity |evels.

46. In the course of the discussion, it becane clear that a comon concern
exi sted on the need to orient all these actions in order to build and devel op
a capacity at the national level to deal with the rights of the child.
Particular interest was paid to the systemof evaluation and foll owup of the
I aunched programres of technical assistance and advice, the Comittee having
been inforned on the practice followed by United Nations bodies.
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E. Preparatory activities relating to
the World Conference on Human Ri ghts
47. The Chai rperson summeri zed devel opnents that had taken place in this

regard since the previous session: she referred to the nmain steps taken in
the course of the second (30 March-10 April 1992) and third

(14-18 Septenber 1992) sessions of the Preparatory Conmittee for the Wrld
Conference, it had been agreed to convene the Wrld Conference in Vienna,
Austria, from14 to 25 June 1993. She informed the Conmittee of regiona
neetings which were to be held in Tunis (2 to 6 Novenber 1992), San José

(30 Novenber to 4 Decenber 1992) and Bangkok (at the begi nning of 1993), and
i ndicated that the fourth session of the Preparatory Conmittee would be held
from?22 March to 2 April 1993. The Chairperson underlined the difficulties
faced during the preparatory process, in particular with regard to the

i nclusion of specific items in the provisional agenda for the Wrld
Conference. Wth respect to the role and contribution of the human rights
treaty bodies to the work of the Conference, the Chairperson referred to the
provisions of rule 65 of the draft rules of procedure for the Wrld

Conf erence, according to which the chairperson or other designated nenbers of
human rights treaty bodies may participate as observers in the deliberations
of the Conference.

48. The Conmittee endorsed the suggestion presented to the Fourth Meeting of
persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies, aimng at the establishnent
of a special working group during the deliberations of the Preparatory
Committee and the Wrld Conference itself, to exam ne the issues relevant to
t he inpl enentati on of existing human rights standards and instrunents,

eval uate the effectiveness of United Nations methods and mechani sms, and
formul ate concrete recomrendations for inproving their effectiveness. It was
noted that the treaty bodi es could conmuni cate their experiences and
recomendations to the Wirld Conference through specific contributions to be
presented to the fourth session of the Preparatory Conmittee. The menbers
recal l ed that they had recommended, at their previous session, the inclusion
of an itemon the agenda of the Wrld Conference which would specifically

di scuss the issue of the rights of the child, as well as the convening of a
neeting of menbers of human rights treaty bodies, as part of the preparatory
process, in order to facilitate a conprehensive eval uation of the work of
those bodies with a view to nmaki ng recommendati ons for the inprovenent of
their functioning (recommendation 5). The Committee expressed satisfaction at
the inclusion, in the provisional agenda for the forthcom ng Fourth Meeting of
persons chairing the treaty bodies, of the consideration of the question of
conments and reconmmrendations to the Preparatory Committee for the Wrld

Conf erence on human rights.

F. Contribution to the Fourth Meeting of persons chairing the hunman
rights treaty bodies: Question of reservations and declarations

49, The Conmittee had before it the list of reservations, declarations and
obj ections made to the Convention (CRC/ U2/ Rev.l), as well as an informal note
prepared by the Secretariat on the question of reservations nade by States
parties to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, follow ng a request nade
by the Cormmttee at its first session. Menbers of the Cormmittee stressed the
i mportance of contributing to the Meeting of persons chairing the human
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rights treaty bodi es and expressed the view that the question of reservations
and decl arations was an i ssue of common concern and interest to those bodies.

50. The Conmittee enphasi zed that the unprecedented nunber of States that had
so rapidly ratified or adhered to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
clearly illustrated the universal support for the principles enshrined therein
and the political will and commtnent of States parties to inplenment its
provi si ons.

51. It was noted that sone of the reservations and declarati ons made to the
Convention contributed to reinforce the standards it set forth. Such was the
case, for example, of reservations and declarations entered by sone States
parties to the provisions of article 38, by which those States are raising the
m ni num age of recruitnment into the armed forces. Sone reservations and

decl arations, on the other hand, could express a restrictive interpretation of
the provisions of the Convention. The Conmittee recognized the need to keep
as its primary consideration the spirit of understandi ng and consensus
deriving fromthe Convention, and not to refer to the question of reservations
and declarations as a dividing factor which would undermine this spirit.

52. It was al so stressed that the Convention had introduced a holistic
approach to the rights of the child, which were all interrelated. The fact
that each right was fundanental to the dignity of the child and had an inpact
on the enjoynent of other rights was to be taken into consideration in dealing
with the issue of reservations and decl arati ons.

53. The Conmittee recogni zed the inportance of tackling the question of
reservations and declarations in the course of its consideration of reports

submtted by States parties. In its dialogue with the reporting States, it
shoul d encourage those who had entered reservations and declarations to
consi der whet her such reservations and decl arations were still needed or could

eventual ly be withdrawmn. States parties should also be requested to provide
the Conmittee with information on the way in which reservations and

decl arations they had entered were reflected and applied in their nationa

| egi slations, taking into account the fact that in all actions concerning
children the best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration

G Urgent action procedure

54, The Conmittee had before it a di scussion paper prepared by one of its
nenbers. The Conmittee enphasi zed the inportance of urgent procedures wthin
the framework of its activities as a treaty body, and the need for
establishing sone criteria to be taken into considerati on when an urgent
action is envisaged. It recognized in this framework that urgent actions
woul d only be considered by the Conmittee in cases relating to the rights of
the child set forth in the Convention. Mreover, they would only be taken up
when occurring under the jurisdiction of a State party to the Conventi on.

55. In order to ascertain in which cases such a procedure would apply, the
Conmi ttee enphasi zed that the situation should be serious, i.e. there would be
a risk that further violations night occur, and a deterioration of the
situation should be prevented. |t was underlined that any decision to dea
with the situation w thout delay should be taken up in the spirit of dial ogue
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which is to prevail in the relations between the Conmittee and the States
parties to the Convention, and not in an accusatory approach. Thus, it should
be based on the nerits of the specific situation and not pursued for politica
notivations. The situations justifying the urgent procedure woul d either be
brought to the attention of the Conmittee by United Nations bodies and ot her
conpetent bodies, or taken up ex officio by the Cormittee. It would rely on
accurate and credible information. The Committee woul d therefore consider
such reliable informati on and assess whether the criteria for an urgent
procedure are nmet. |If this is the case, the Conmittee would transnit it to
the State party concerned.

56. The Conmittee enphasized that it considered the urgent procedure as a
part of the reporting process established by the Convention. It recalled
that, in light of article 44, when an urgent action is taken up and addressed
to a particular State party, the Conmittee nay envi sage requesting fromthe
State party concerned a report on the inplenentation of specific provisions of
the Convention or additional information relevant to the inplenentation of the
Convention. The Comittee may al so suggest a visit to the country concerned.
Both initiatives are intended to enable the State party to provide the
Conmittee with a conprehensi ve understanding of the inplenentation of the
Convention, particularly of those provisions where a specific concern was
expressed.

57. The Conmittee enphasi zed the inportance for such urgent actions to be
given publicity, nanely by their inclusion in the reports of the Conmittee.
It also recalled the relevance of this procedure in the framework of the
action of other treaty bodies. It was therefore suggested that whenever the
urgent and serious cases taken up by the Committee would be of relevance to
t he sphere of conpetence of any other treaty body, they would be brought to
t he consideration of that same body.

58. Moreover, in view of the fact that the Meeting of persons chairing the
human rights treaty bodi es woul d soon take place, the Conmittee recomended
that this inportant initiative be brought to its attention. Finally,
reiterating the inmportance of maintaining an effective dial ogue and
cooperation with other human rights bodies, the Conmittee decided to inform
t hese bodi es of the urgent and serious cases it had consi dered.

H.  Future studies

59. The Conmittee recalled that, at its previous session, it had envi saged
the possibility to request, in accordance with the provisions of

article 45 (c) of the Convention, the undertaking on its behalf of studies on
specific issues relating to the rights of the child, and to address such
requests either to the Secretary-Ceneral, through the General Assenbly, or to
ot her bodies, including specialized agencies, UNI CEF and ot her conpetent

bodi es. Such studies would contribute to an increased awareness and better
under st andi ng of the provisions of the Convention and their inplenmentation

t hr oughout the world.

60. During the discussion, various topics were suggested as possible thenes
for future studies. The inportant contribution that United Nations bodies,
speci al i zed agenci es and ot her conpetent bodi es, including research institutes
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and individual experts, could provide in this regard was enphasi zed, as was
the role of catalyst that the Committee could play in devel opi ng the agenda
for research and study on the rights of the child at the international |evel
The Conmittee recogni zed the inportance of being aware of studies relevant to
its work already carried out or envisaged by vari ous organi zati ons and bodi es.
To that end, the Conmittee recomended that a list of topics to which it
attached particular interest should be transnmitted to those sane organi zati ons
and bodies. At the sane tine, the Conmittee recognized the inportance of this
systemin facilitating the organizati on of a bibliographical network
concerning the rights of the child. It therefore suggested that the
Secretariat also be entrusted with this task.

I. Ceneral discussion on children in arned conflicts

61. At its first session, the Cormittee decided to include a specific
provision in its rules of procedure on the organization, in one or nore
neetings of its regular sessions, of a general discussion on one specific
article of the Convention on the Rights of the Child or a related subject, as
a neans to enhance a deeper understanding of the contents of this
international instrunent (rule 75). At that time, the Conmittee decided to
devote a day of its second session to the consideration of the topic "Children
in armed conflicts".

62. The decision to consider this topic was based on

(a) The outstanding inportance of this issue in the context of the
pronotion and protection of children's rights and the role the Convention can
play in that respect;

(b) The fact that, in recent years, a growi ng nunmber of conflicts are
occurring (rmore than 150 since the Second Wrld War), using nore sophisticated
and brutal weapons and fighting methods, affecting a grow ng nunber of
civilians, particularly children

(c) The urgency of creating awareness, raising concern and encouragi ng
adequat e acti on;

(d) The need to underline the conplexity of the question of children in
arnmed conflicts, which should not be sinply reduced to the consideration of a
single provision of the Convention, nanely article 38.

63. In the consideration of the topic in light of the relevant provisions of
t he Convention, concerns of a different nature nmight be raised. Anpng them

(a) the relevance and adequacy of existing international instrunents,
i ncluding international humanitarian | aw, and the advisability of envisaging
new st andard-setting activities;

(b) the need to reinforce the adoption of preventive measures, designed
either to prevent conflicts or to prevent children fromtaking direct or
indirect part in the hostilities or suffering its effects;
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(c) the need to ensure an effective protection of children in a period
of armed conflict, in the overall framework of the realization of all the
rights of the child, inherent to his or her dignity and essential to the ful
and har noni ous devel opnent of his or her personality;

(d) the need to ensure the pronotion of the physical and psychol ogi ca
recovery and social reintegration of any child victimof, or affected by, an
arnmed conflict, in an environment which fosters the health, self-respect and
dignity of the child.

64. The Conmittee devoted its 38th and 39th neetings, on 5 Cctober 1992, to
general discussion on Children in armed conflicts. The follow ng

organi zations participated in the debate: Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura
Organi zation, Wrld Health Organization, Ofice of the United Nations H gh
Conmi ssi oner for Refugees, United Nations Children's Fund, Internationa
Conmittee of the Red Cross, Friends' Wrld Cormittee for Consultation,
Institut Henri-Dunant, International Catholic Child Bureau, |Internationa
Counci |l of Voluntary Agencies and International Save the Children Alliance,

i ncl udi ng R&dda Barnen and Save the Children Fund UK. The Conmittee al so had
on this occasion the opportunity to establish a dialogue wth

M. Vitit Muntarbhorn, the Special Rapporteur of the Conm ssion on Human
Rights on the Sale of Children.

1. Relevance and adequacy of existing standards

65. Ref erence was nmade to the different provisions applicable in the
framework of children in arned conflicts, including the four CGeneva
Conventions, the additional Protocols, the Declaration on the Protection of
Wbrren and Children in Periods of Energency and Armed Conflicts, the

Decl aration on the Rights of the Child, and the Convention on the Ri ghts of
the Child. Mention was also nmade of other United Nations standards, such as
the International Covenant on Cvil and Political R ghts and Cenera

Conment 17 adopted by the Hunan Rights Conmittee on article 24 of that
Covenant .

66. It was pointed out that there were sone situations in which children did
not benefit fromthe protection of existing standards, as was very often the
case in internal strife. There was therefore a need to consider a set of

m ni mum humani tari an standards to be applicable in all situations to all
children, without discrimnation, in a period of arned conflict, thus filling
any possi bl e existing gaps.

67. VWhen basing the consideration of the question of children in armed
conflicts on the Convention itself, it was recalled that States parties have
undertaken to respect and ensure all the rights set forth therein to al
children within their jurisdiction (art. 2). States parties have al so nade a
conmtment to adopt all appropriate neasures in order to achieve such a
purpose (art. 4) and that, in all actions taken, the best interests of the
child shall be a primary consideration (art. 3). None of these genera
provisions adnit a derogation in time of war or energency.
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68. It was further recalled that the Convention, under its article 41,
invites States parties to always apply the nornms which are nore conducive to
the realization of the rights of the child, contained either in applicable
international law or in national legislation. Finally, attention was drawn to
the fact that States parties may al so nake decl arations when ratifying or
accedi ng to the Convention, expressing their commitnent before the

i nternational community to apply nore conduci ve standards than those directly
deriving fromthe Convention, namely by not recruiting children under 18 years
of age into the arned forces.

69. This framework led to the consideration of different needed actions:
(a) ratification of, or accession to, existing relevant internationa
instruments; (b) effective inplenentation of such standards; and (c)

i mprovenent of the existing normative franmework

2. Reinforcenment of preventive measures

70. Ceneral rmeasures designed to prevent the occurrence of conflicts were
di scussed. Enphasis was put on the role which education can play:

(a) Education in a spirit of understanding, solidarity and peace, as a
general and continuous process, as reflected in article 29 of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child;

(b) Education and training for the military and for groups working with
and for children;

(c) Educati on and di ssemi nati on of information specifically for
chi | dren.

Attention was also drawn to the need for creating awareness of the politica
grounds for the existence of conflicts; such an attitude may contribute to the
consi deration of solutions of nmediation or conciliation designed to prevent
the conflict or attenuate its effects.

71. | nportance was al so given to the question of arnms expenditures, the sale
of arnms and the advisability of considering an adequate nonitoring nechani sm
of this reality. As a general preventive neasure, reference was al so nmade to
the prevention of child abuse and negl ect, which could contribute to the
prevention of future use of violence.

72. Specific preventive measures designed to prevent the invol venent of
children in armed conflicts were al so discussed: nention was nade of the
interdiction of recruitnent into the arned forces under a certain age, as well
as of the adoption of measures ensuring that children will not take part in
hostilities or suffer their effects.

3. Ensuring an effective protection to children in
situations of arned conflict

73. It was recalled that, apart fromarticle 38, the overall framework of the
realization of the rights of the child set forth by the Convention shoul d be
ensured; this framework was very often also reflected in the provisions of
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humani tarian | aw. Anong these, reference was nmade to the inportance of:
protecting the fam |y environnment; ensuring the provision of essential care
and assi stance; ensuring access to health, food and education; prohibiting
torture, abuse or neglect; prohibiting the death penalty; and the need to
preserve the children's cultural environnent, as well as the need of
protection in situations of deprivation of liberty. Particular enphasis was
al so put on the need to ensure hunmanitarian assistance and relief and

hurmani tari an access to children in situations of armed conflict. In this
respect, special attention was paid to inportant measures, such as days of
tranquility and corridors of peace.

4. Pronotion of physical and psychol ogi ca
recovery and social reintegration

74. Consi deration was particularly given to article 39 of the Convention:

di fferent experiences and programes were brought to the attention of the
Conmittee, underlying the need for resources and goods (nanely, food and
nmedi ci ne). Mbdreover, enphasis was put on the need to consider a coherent plan
for recovery and reintegration, to be planned and i nplenented in a conbi ned
effort by United Nations bodi es and non-governnental organizations. Attention
shoul d be paid to (a) the inplenentation and nonitoring of adequate strategies
and (b) the need to reinforce the involvenent of the fanmly and the |oca
comunity in this process.

5. Followup to the general discussion

75. In view of the different contributions made and t he probl ens consi dered,
the Conmittee recogni zed that there was a need for a continuous response to

t he out standi ng and conpl ex question of children in arned conflicts, in the
framework of its nandate. It therefore envisaged different nmeasures which it
could take to face this problem

(a) Devel opnent of nore specific guidelines for the inplenentation of
the nore rel evant provisions, nanely articles 38 and 39;

(b) Drafting of a set of recomendati ons;
(c) Consi deration of a prelimnary general conment;
(d) Real i zati on of general studies on certain aspects of the problem
(e) Prelimnary drafting of a future optional protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child raising the age of recruitnment of
children into the arned forces to 18 years of age.
76. To consider these different measures, in the light of the genera
di scussion the Conmittee decided to establish a working group conposed of sone

of its nenbers, entrusted with the task of submitting final proposals at the
next regul ar session of the Conmittee, scheduled for January 1993.
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77. Furthernore, the Committee highlighted that, in the task of exani ning
States parties reports, it could envisage:

(a) Welcom ng the declaration nade by sone States parties on the
deci sion they had taken not to recruit children under the age of 18 years;

(b) Enphasizing the need for information on the |egislation and practice
of States parties, as far as the application of article 38 is concerned;

(c) Seeking information, in light of article 41, on whether the nost
conduci ve nornms are applied, or encouraging the adoption of nore protective
provi sions at the national |evel

(d) Encouraging States parties to consider, when recruitment into the
arnmed forces is admtted under the age of 18 years, how this situation takes
the best interests of the child as a primary consideration

(e) Enphasizing and encouraging States parties to consider, in their
conti nuous process of nonitoring progress, whether all necessary and
appropriate neasures have been adopted to ensure the full realization of the
rights of the child, to all children under their jurisdiction.

V. DRAFT PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA FOR THE THI RD SESSI ON

78. The draft provisional agenda for the third session of the Committee reads
as follows:

1. Adoption of the agenda.

2. Information by the Secretariat on the action taken pursuant to
deci si ons adopted by the Comittee.

3. Submi ssion of reports by States parties in accordance with
article 44 of the Convention

4, Report on the fourth neeting of persons chairing the human rights
bodi es.

5. Preparatory activities relating to the Wrld Conference on Human
Ri ght s.

6. Report on the Seninar on indicators.

7. Report on the followup to be made to the general discussion on

"Children in arned conflicts".

8. Met hods of work of the Conmttee.
9. System of docunentation and infornmation
10. Future studi es.

11. Consi deration of State party reports.
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12. Fut ure neetings.
13. O her matters.
14. Adoption of the report.
V. ADOPTI ON OF THE REPORT
79. At its 45th and 46th neetings, held on 8 and 9 Cctober 1992, the
Conmittee considered the draft report on its second session. The report, as

anended during the course of the discussion, was unani nously adopted by the
Commi ttee.
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ANNEX |
States which have ratified or acceded to
the Convention on the Rights of the Child
as at 29 Septenber 1992 (123)

St at es Date of signature Date of receipt of Date of entry
instrument of rati- into force
fication/accession

Al bani a 26 January 1990 27 February 1992 28 March 1992

Angol a 14 February 1990 05 Decenber 1990 04 January 1991

Argentina 29 June 1990 04 Decenber 1990 03 January 1991

Australia 22 August 1990 17 Decenber 1990 16 January 1991

Austria 26 January 1990 06 August 1992 05 Septenber 1992

Azer bai j an 13 August 1992a/ 12 Septenber 1992

Bahamas 30 Cctober 1990 20 February 1991 22 March 1991

Bahr ai n 13 February 1992a/ 14 March 1992

Bangl adesh 26 January 1990 03 August 1990 02 Septenber 1990

Bar bados 19 April 1990 09 Cctober 1990 08 Novenber 1990

Bel ar us 26 January 1990 01 Cctober 1990 31 Cctober 1990

Bel gi um 26 January 1990 16 Decenber 1991 15 January 1992

Beli ze 02 March 1990 02 May 1990 02 Septenber 1990

Beni n 25 April 1990 03 August 1990 02 Septenber 1990

Bhut an 04 June 1990 01 August 1990 02 Septenber 1990

Bol i vi a 08 March 1990 26 June 1990 02 Septenber 1990

Brazi | 26 January 1990 24 Septenber 1990 24 Cct ober 1990

Bul gari a 31 My 1990 03 June 1991 03 July 1991

Bur ki na Faso 26 January 1990 31 August 1990 30 Septenmber 1990

Bur undi 08 My 1990 19 Cctober 1990 18 Novenber 1990

Canada 28 May 1990 13 Decenber 1991 12 January 1992

Cape Verde 04 June 1992a/ 04 July 1992

Central African

Rep. 30 July 1990 23 April 1992 23 May 1992

Chad 30 Septenber 1990 02 Cctober 1990 01 Novenber 1990

Chile 26 January 1990 13 August 1990 12 Septenber 1990

Chi na 29 August 1990 02 March 1992 01 April 1992

Col onbi a 26 January 1990 28 January 1991 27 February 1991

Costa Rica 26 January 1990 21 August 1990 20 Septenber 1990

Cote d' Ivoire 26 January 1990 04 February 1991 06 March 1991

Cuba 26 January 1990 21 August 1991 20 Septenber 1991

Cyprus 05 Cctober 1990 07 February 1991 09 March 1991

Czech & Sl ovak

Fed. Rep. 30 Septenber 1990 07 January 1991 06 February 1991

Dem People's

Rep. of Korea 23 August 1990 21 Septenber 1990 21 Cctober 1990

Denmar k 26 January 1990 19 July 1991 18 August 1991

O i bouti 30 Septenber 1990 06 Decenber 1990 05 January 1991

Domi ni ca 26 January 1990 13 March 1991 12 April 1991

a/ Accession
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St at es Date of signature Date of receipt of Date of entry
instrument of rati- into force
fication/accession

Dom ni can Republic 08 August 1990 11 June 1991 11 July 1991
Ecuador 26 January 1990 23 March 1990 02 Sept enber 1990
Egypt 05 February 1990 06 July 1990 02 Septenmber 1990
El Sal vador 26 January 1990 10 July 1990 02 Sept enber 1990
Equat ori al Cui nea 15 June 1992a/ 15 July 1992
Est oni a 21 Cctober 1991a/ 20 Novenber 1991
Et hi opi a 14 May 1991a/ 13 June 1991
Fi nl and 26 January 1990 20 June 1991 20 July 1991
France 26 January 1990 07 August 1990 06 Septenber 1990
Ganbi a 05 February 1990 08 August 1990 07 Septenber 1990
Cer many 26 January 1990 06 March 1992 05 April 1992
CGhana 29 January 1990 05 February 1990 02 Septenber 1990
G enada 21 February 1990 05 Novenber 1990 05 Decenber 1990
Quat enal a 26 January 1990 06 June 1990 02 Septenber 1990
Qui nea 13 July 1990a/ 02 Septenber 1990
Qui nea Bissau 26 January 1990 20 August 1990 19 Sept enber 1990
Quyana 30 Septenber 1990 14 January 1991 13 February 1991
Holy See 20 April 1990 20 April 1990 02 Septenber 1990
Hondur as 31 My 1990 10 August 1990 09 Septenber 1990
Hungary 14 WMarch 1990 07 Cctober 1991 06 Novenber 1991
I ndonesi a 26 January 1990 05 Septenber 1990 05 Cct ober 1990
Ireland 30 Septenber 1990 28 Septenber 1992 28 Cct ober 1992
| srael 03 July 1990 03 Cctober 1991 02 Novenber 1991
Italy 26 January 1990 05 Septenber 1991 05 Cct ober 1991
Janmai ca 26 January 1990 14 May 1991 13 June 1991
Jor dan 29 August 1990 24 May 1991 23 June 1991
Kenya 26 January 1990 30 July 1990 02 Septenber 1990
Kuwai t 07 June 1990 21 Cctober 1991 20 Novenber 1991
Lao People's

Dem Rep. 08 May 1991a/ 07 June 1991
Latvi a 14 April 1992a/ 14 May 1992
Lebanon 26 January 1990 14 May 1991 13 June 1991
Lesot ho 21 August 1990 10 March 1992 09 April 1992
Li t huani a 31 January 1992a/ 01 March 1992
Madagascar 19 April 1990 19 March 1991 18 April 1991
Mal awi 02 January 1991a/ 01 February 1991
Mal di ves 21 August 1990 11 February 1991 13 March 1991
Mal i 26 January 1990 20 Septenber 1990 20 Cct ober 1990
Mal t a 26 January 1990 30 Septenber 1990 30 Cct ober 1990
Mauri t ani a 26 January 1990 16 May 1991 15 June 1991
Mauritius 26 July 1990a/ 02 Septenber 1990
Mexi co 26 January 1990 21 Septenber 1990 21 Cctober 1990
Mongol i a 26 January 1990 05 July 1990 02 Septenber 1990
Myanmar 15 July 1991a/ 14 August 1991
Nam bi a 26 Septenber 1990 30 Septenber 1990 30 Cct ober 1990
Nepal 26 Septenber 1990 14 Septenber 1990 14 Cct ober 1990
Ni car agua 06 February 1990 05 Cctober 1990 04 Novenber 1990
Ni ger 26 January 1990 30 Septenber 1990 30 Cct ober 1990

Ni geri a 26 January 1990 19 April 1991 19 May 1991
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St at es Date of signature Date of receipt of Date of entry
instrument of rati- into force
fication/accession
Nor way 26 January 1990 08 January 1991 07 February 1991
Paki st an 20 Septenber 1990 12 Novenber 1990 12 Decenber 1990
Panama 26 January 1990 12 Decenber 1990 11 January 1991
Par aguay 04 April 1990 25 Septenber 1990 25 Cct ober 1990
Per u 26 January 1990 04 Septenber 1990 04 Cct ober 1990
Phi | i ppi nes 26 January 1990 21 August 1990 20 September 1990
Pol and 26 January 1990 07 June 1991 07 July 1991
Por t ugal 26 January 1990 21 Septenber 1990 21 Cct ober 1990
Republic of Korea 25 Septenber 1990 20 Novenber 1991 20 Decenber 1991
Ronmani a 26 January 1990 28 Septenber 1990 28 Cct ober 1990
Russi an Federation 26 January 1990 16 August 1990 15 Sept enber 1990
Rwanda 26 January 1990 24 January 1991 23 February 1991
Saint Kitts
and Nevi s 26 January 1990 24 July 1990 02 Sept enmber 1990
San Marino 25 Novenber 1991a/ 25 Decenber 1991
Sao Tong and
Princi pe 14 May 1991a/ 13 June 1991
Senegal 26 January 1990 31 July 1990 02 Septenber 1990
Seychel | es 07 Septenber 1990a/ 07 Cctober 1990
Sierra Leone 13 February 1990 18 June 1990 02 Septenber 1990
Sl oveni a 06 July 1992*/ 05 August 1992
Spai n 26 January 1990 06 Decenber 1990 05 January 1991
Sri Lanka 26 January 1990 12 July 1991 11 August 1991
Sudan 24 July 1990 03 August 1990 02 Septenber 1990
Sweden 26 January 1990 29 June 1990 02 Septenber 1990
Thai | and 27 March 1992a/ 26 April 1992
Togo 26 January 1990 01 August 1990 02 Septenber 1990
Trini dad and Tobago 30 Septenber 1990 05 Decenber 1991 04 January 1992
Tuni sia 26 February 1990 30 January 1992 29 February 1992
Uganda 17 August 1990 17 August 1990 16 Septenber 1990
Ukr ai ne 21 February 1991 28 August 1991 27 Septenber 1991

Uni ted Ki ngdom of
Geat Britain
and Northern

Ireland 19 April 1990 16 Decenber 1991 15 January 1992
United Rep. of

Tanzani a 01 June 1990 10 June 1991 10 July 1991
Ur uguay 26 January 1990 20 Novenber 1990 20 Decenber 1990
Venezuel a 26 January 1990 13 Septenber 1990 13 Cct ober 1990
Vi et Nam 26 January 1990 28 February 1990 02 Septenber 1990
Yenen 13 February 1990 01 May 1991 31 May 1991
Yugosl avi a 26 January 1990 03 January 1991 02 February 1991
Zaire 20 March 1990 27 Septenber 1990 27 Cct ober 1990
Zanbi a 30 Septenber 1990 05 Decenber 1991 05 January 1992
Zi mbabwe 08 March 1990 11 Septenber 1990 11 Cct ober 1990

* Successi on
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ANNEX | |
COW TTEE ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD
Menber shi p

Nane of Menber Country of Nationality
M's. Hoda BADRAN * Egypt
Mgr. Luis A BAVBAREN GASTELUMENDI ** Per u
Ms. AKkila BELEMBA *x Bur ki na Faso
Ms. Flora C. EUFEM O * Phi | i ppi nes
M. Antbnio Carl os GOMES DA COSTA * Br azi
M. Thomas HAMVARBERG ** Sweden
M. Youri KOLOSOV ** Russi an Federati on
M ss Sandra Prunella MASON ** Bar bados
M. Swi t hun Tachi ona MOVBESHORA * Zi mbabwe
Ms. Marta SANTCOS PAIS * Por t uga

* Termexpires on 28 February 1993

**  Termexpires on 28 February 1995
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ANNEX 111

Status of submission of reports by States parties under article 44
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child

State party

Bangl adesh
Bar bados
Bel ar us
Belize
Beni n
Bhut an
Bolivia
Br azi |
Bur ki na
Faso
Bur undi
Chad
Chile
Costa Rica
Denocratic
Peopl e' s
Republic
of Korea
Ecuador
Egypt
El Sal vador
France
Ganbi a
Chana
G enada
Guat enal a
Qui nea
Qui nea
Bi ssau
Holy See
Hondur as
I ndonesi a
Mal i
Mal t a
Mauriti us
Mexi co
Mongol i a
Nam bi a
Nepal
Ni car agua
Ni ger
Paki st an
Par aguay

Initial

reports due in 1992

Date of entry

into force

02
08
31
02
02
02
02
24

30
18
01
12
20

21
02
02
02
06
07
02
05
02
02

19
02
09
05
20
30
02
21
02
30
14
04
30
12
25

Sept enber
Novenber
Cct ober

Sept enber
Sept enmber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Cct ober

Sept enber
November
Novenber
Sept enmber
Sept enmber

Cct ober

Sept enber
Sept enmber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Decenber
Sept enber
Sept enber

Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Cct ober
Cct ober
Cct ober
Sept enber
Cct ober
Sept enmber
Cct ober
Cct ober
Novenber
Cct ober
Decenber
Cct ober

1990
1990
1990
1990
1990
1990
1990
1990

1990
1990
1990
1990
1990

1990
1990
1990
1990
1990
1990
1990
1990
1990
1990

1990
1990
1990
1990
1990
1990
1990
1990
1990
1990
1990
1990
1990
1990
1990

Initial

report

dat e due

01
07
30
01
01
01
01
23

29
17
31
11
20

20
01
01
01
05
06
01
04
01
01

18
01
08
04
19
29
01
20
01
29
13
03
29
11
24

Sept enber
November
Cct ober
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Cct ober

Sept enber
Novemrber
Cct ober
Sept enber
Sept enber

Cct ober
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enmber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Decenber
Sept enmber
Sept enber

Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Cct ober
Cct ober
Cct ober
Sept enber
Cct ober
Sept enber
Cct ober
Cct ober
Novenber
Cct ober
Decenber
Cct ober

1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992

1992
1992
1992
1992
1992

1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992

1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992

Dat e of
subni ssi on

14 Septenber 1992 CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 2
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Initial reports due in 1992 (cont.)
State party Date of entry Initial report Date of Synbol
into force dat e due subm ssi on
Peru 04 Cct ober 1990 03 Cctober 1992
Phi li ppi nes 20 Septenber 1990 19 Septenber 1992
Por t ugal 21 Cctober 1990 20 Cctober 1992
Ronmani a 28 Cct ober 1990 27 Cctober 1992

Russi an

Federation 15 Septenber 1990 14 Septenber 1992 16 Cctober 1992 CRC U 3/Add.5
Saint Kitts

& Nevi s 02 Septenber 1990 01 Septenber 1992

Senegal 02 Septenber 1990 01 Septenber 1992
Seychel l es 07 Cctober 1990 06 Cctober 1992
Sierra
Leone 02 Septenber 1990 01 Septenber 1992
Sudan 02 Septenmber 1990 01 Septenber 1992 29 Septenber 1992 CRC/ ¢ 3/ Add. 3
Sweden 02 Septenber 1990 01 Septenber 1992 07 Septenber 1992 CRC/ T/ 3/ Add. 1
Togo 02 Septenber 1990 01 Septenber 1992
Uganda 16 Septenber 1990 15 Septenber 1992
Ur uguay 20 Decenber 1990 19 Decenber 1992

Venezuel a 13 Cct ober 1990 12 Cctober 1992
Vi et Nam 02 Septenmber 1990 01 Septenber 1992 30 Septenber 1992 CRC/ ¢ 3/ Add. 4
Zaire 27 Cctober 1990 26 Cctober 1992
Zi mhabwe 11 Cct ober 1990 10 Cct ober 1992

Initial reports due in 1993

State party Date of entry Initial report Dat e of Synbo
into force dat e due subm ssi on
Angol a 04 January 1991 03 January 1993

Argentina 03 January 1991 02 January 1993
Australia 16 January 1991 15 January 1993

Bahamas 22 March 1991 21 March 1993
Bul gari a 03 July 1991 02 July 1993
Col onbi a 27 February 1991 26 February 1993
Cote

d lvoire 06 March 1991 05 March 1993
Cuba 20 Septenber 1991 19 Septenber 1993
Cyprus 09 March 1991 08 March 1993
Czech &

Sl ovak

Feder al

Republ i c 06 February 1991 05 February 1993
Denmar k 18 August 1991 17 August 1993
O i bouti 05 January 1991 04 January 1993
Domi ni ca 12 April 1991 11 April 1993
Dom ni can

Republic 11 July 1991 10 July 1993
Est oni a 20 Novenber 1991 19 Novenber 1993

Et hi opi a 13 June 1991 12 June 1993
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Initial

reports due in 1993 (cont.)

State party Date of entry

into force

Fi nl and 20
Guyana 13
Hungary 06
| srael 02
Italy 05
Janmai ca 13
Jor dan 23
Kuwai t 20
Lao People's
Denocratic
Republic 07
Lebanon 13
Madagascar 18
Mal awi 01
Mal di ves 13
Mauritania 15
Myanmar 14
Ni geri a 19
Nor way 07
Panama 11
Pol and 07
Republic

of Korea 20
Rwanda 23
San Marino 25
Sao Tongé

& Principe 13
Spai n 05
Sri Lanka 11
Ukr ai ne 27
Uni t ed
Republ i c of
Tanzani a 10
Yenen 31
Yugosl avia 02

July
February
Novenber
Novenber
Cct ober
June
June
Novenber

June
June
Apri |
February
Mar ch
June
August
May
February
January
July

Decenber
February
Decenber

June
January
August
Sept enmber

July
May
February

1991
1991
1991
1991
1991
1991
1991
1991

1991
1991
1991
1991
1991
1991
1991
1991
1991
1991
1991

1991
1991
1991

1991
1991
1991
1991

1991
1991
1991

I ni

Dat e of
subm ssi on

30 Sept enber

1994

State party Date of entry

into force

Al bani a 28
Austria 05
Azerbaijan 12
Bahr ai n 14
Bel gi um 15
Canada 12

Cape Verde 04

Mar ch
Sept enber
Sept enber
Mar ch
January
January
July

1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992

Initial report
dat e due
19 July 1993
12 February 1993
05 Novenber 1993
01 Novenber 1993
04 Cct ober 1993
12 June 1993
22 June 1993
19 Novenber 1993
06 June 1993
12 June 1993
17 May 1993
31 January 1993
12 March 1993
14 June 1993
13 August 1993
18 May 1993
06 February 1993
10 January 1993
06 July 1993
19 Decenber 1993
22 February 1993
24 Decenber 1993
12 June 1993
04 January 1993
10 August 1993
26 Septenber 1993
09 July 1993
30 May 1993
01 February 1993
tial reports due in
Initial report
dat e due
27 March 1994
04 Septenber 1994
11 Sept enber 1994
14 March 1994
14 January 1994
11 January 1994
03 July 1994

Dat e of
subm ssi on

1992 CRC/ ¢/ 8/ Add. 1
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Initial reports due in 1994 (cont.)
State party Date of entry Initial report Date of Synbol
into force dat e due subni ssi on

Centra

African

Republic 23 May 1992 23 May 1994

Chi na 01 April 1992 31 March 1994

Equat ori al

GQui nea 15 July 1992 14 July 1994

Ger many 05 April 1992 04 May 1994

I rel and 28 Cct ober 1992 27 Cctober 1994

Kenya 02 Septenmber 1990 01 Septenber 1994

Latvia 14 May 1992 13 May 1994

Lesot ho 09 April 1992 08 April 1994

Li t huani a 01 March 1992 28 February 1994

Madagascar 18 April 1991 17 May 1993

Sl oveni a 05 August 1992 05 August 1994
Thai | and 26 April 1992 25 April 1994
Tri ni dad

& Tobago 04 January 1992 03 January 1994
Tuni sia 29 February 1992 28 February 1994

United

Ki ngdom of

G eat

Britain and

Nor t hern

Irel and 15 January 1992 14 January 1994
Zamnbi a 05 January 1992 04 January 1994



