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. ORGAN ZATI ONAL AND OTHER MATTERS
A. States parties to the Convention
1. As at 6 June 1997, the closing date of the fifteenth session of the

Committee on the Rights of the Child, there were 191 States parties to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Convention was adopted by the
General Assenbly in resolution 44/25 of 20 Novenber 1989 and opened for
signature and ratification or accession in New York on 26 January 1990. It
entered into force on 2 Septenmber 1990, in accordance with the provisions of
its article 49. A list of States that have signed, ratified or acceded to the
Convention is contained in annex | to the present report.

2. The texts of the declarations, reservations or objections nade by
States parties with respect to the Convention are reproduced in
docunent CRC/ C/ 2/ Rev. 6.

B. Opening and duration of the session

3. The Committee on the Rights of the Child held its fifteenth session at
the United Nations O fice at Geneva from20 May to 6 June 1997. The Committee
hel d 27 neetings (372nd-398th). An account of the Committee's deliberations
at its fifteenth session is contained in the rel evant summary records
(CRC/ C/ SR. 372, 374-382, 385-392, and 398). At the opening of the session

the O ficer-in-Charge, Hi gh Conmm ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts,

M. Ral ph Zacklin, addressed the Committee, and informed it of recent

devel opnents relevant to the protection and pronotion of the rights of the
chi | d.

C. Menbership and attendance

4, At the Sixth Meeting of the States parties to the Convention, held

on 18 February 1997, the follow ng nenbers were elected or re-elected to the
Committee: M. Francesco Paolo Fulci (ltaly), Ms. Nafsiah Moi (Indonesia),
Ms. Esther Margaret Queen Mkhuane (South Africa), M. Ghassan Sali m Rabah
(Lebanon), Ms. Mrilia Sardenberg (Brazil).

5. In accordance with article 43, paragraph 7, of the Convention

and rule 14 of the Commttee's provisional rules of procedure,

M's. Akila Bel enbaogo and M. Thonmas Hanmarberg i nforned the Conmittee

of their decision to cease to function as nmenbers of the Conmttee. By
notes verbal es dated 8 April and 28 April 1997 respectively, the Governnents
of Burkina Faso and Sweden inforned the Secretary-General of the appointnent
of Ms. Awa N Deye Quedraogo and Ms. Lisbeth Pal ne as experts of the
Conmittee for the remainder of the terms of Ms. Bel enbaogo and

M. Hammarberg. At the start of the session, the Conmttee approved the
appoi ntnent of Ms. Quedraogo and Ms. Palnme by secret ballot, in accordance
with rule 14 of its provisional rules of procedure.
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6. All the nenbers of the Committee attended the fifteenth session. A list
of the nenbers, together with an indication of the duration of their ternms of
office, is provided in annex Il to the present report. Ms. Lisbeth Pal me was
unable to attend the entire session

7. The following United Nations bodies were represented at the session
United Nations Children's Fund, United Nations Devel opnent Programre, Ofice
of the United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Refugees.

8. The foll owi ng specialized agencies were al so represented at the session
I nternational Labour Organization, Wrld Health Organi zation

9. Representatives of the International Conmttee of the Red Cross and of
the Institut Henri Dunant al so attended the session

10. Representatives of the follow ng non-governnmental organizations were
al so in attendance at the session

General consultative status

I nternati onal Council of Whnen, International Mvenent ATD Fourth Worl d,
Zonta I nternational.

Special consultative status

Associ ation for the Advancenent of Psychol ogi cal Understandi ng of Human
Nature, Coalition against Trafficking in Wnmen, Defence for Children
International, International Catholic Child Bureau, |Internationa
Federati on of Wonen in Legal Careers, International Federation Terre des
Homres, International Service for Human Ri ghts.

Rost er
Worl d Organi zati on agai nst Torture.

O hers
Children's Rights Informati on Network (CRIN), Epoch Worl dw de,
International Inner Wheel, Network for the Convention on the Rights
of the Child, NGO Goup for the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
One World Productions.

D. Solem decl aration

11. At the 372nd neeting, on 20 May 1997, those nenbers of the Conmittee who
were elected or re-elected at the Sixth Meeting of the States parties as well
as Ms. CQuedraogo made a solemn declaration in accordance with rule 15 of the
provi sional rules of procedure. Ms. Palnme nade her solem declaration at the
380t h neeti ng.
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12. At

E. Election of officers

its 372nd and 373rd neetings, held on 20 May 1997, the Comittee

el ected the following officers for a termof two years in accordance with
rule 16 of the provisional rules of procedure:

Chai r person: Ms. Sandra Prunella Mason (Barbados)

Vi ce- Chai rpersons: Ms. Judith Karp (Israel)

M. Youri Kol osov (Russian Federation)
M. Chassan Sali m Rabah (Lebanon)

Rapport eur: Ms. Nafsiah Moi (Indonesia)
F. Agenda
13. At its 372nd neeting, on 20 May 1997, the Comrittee adopted the

foll ow ng provisional agenda.

1. Adopti on of the agenda.
2. Sol erm decl aration by the newy elected nenbers of the Conmittee.
3. El ection of the officers of the Conmttee.
4, Organi zational and other matters.
5. Submi ssion of reports by States parties in accordance with
article 44 of the Convention.
6. Consi deration of reports of States parties.
7. Cooperation with other United Nations bodies, specialized agencies
and ot her conpetent bodies.
8. Met hods of work of the Committee.
9. Future neetings of the Conmttee.
10. O her matters.
G Pre-sessional working group
14. In accordance with a decision of the Cormittee at its first session, a

pre-sessional working group net in Geneva from 27 to 31 January 1997.
M's. Hoda Badran, Ms. Flora Eufem o, Ms. Judith Karp, M. Youri Kol osov,
M ss Sandra Mason and Ms. Marilia Sardenberg participated in the working

group.

Representatives of the United Nations Children's Fund, the Ofice of

the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Refugees, the International Labour
Organi zation, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul tural
Organi zation and the World Health Organi zation also participated in the
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meeti ngs of the working group. A representative of the NGO G oup for the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, as well as representatives from various
nati onal and international non-governmental organizations, attended the

sessi on.

15. The purpose of the pre-sessional working group is to facilitate the
Committee's work under articles 44 and 45 of the Convention, primarily by
reviewing State party reports and identifying in advance the main questions
that would need to be discussed with the representatives of the reporting
States. It also provides an opportunity to consider questions relating to
techni cal assistance and international cooperation

16. The pre-sessional working group held nine neetings, at which it exam ned
lists of issues put before it by menbers of the Conmittee relating to the
initial reports of six countries: Algeria, Australia, Azerbaijan, Bangl adesh,
CGhana and the Lao People's Denocratic Republic. The lists of issues were
transmtted to the Permanent M ssions of the States concerned with a note
requesting witten answers to the issues raised in the list, if possible
before 7 April 1997

H  Organi zation of work

17. The Conmittee considered the organization of work at its 372nd neeti ng,
on 20 May 1997. The Committee had before it the draft programre of work for
the fifteenth session, prepared by the Secretary-General in consultation with
the Chairperson of the Commttee, and the report of the Comrittee on its
fourteenth session (CRC/ C/ 62).

|. Future reqular neetings

18. The Committee noted that its sixteenth session would take place
from 22 Septenber to 10 October 1997 and its pre-sessional working group would
meet from9 to 13 June 1997.
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1. REPORTS BY STATES PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 44 OF THE CONVENTI ON
A.  Subm ssion of reports
19. The Committee had before it the follow ng docunents:

(a) Not es by the Secretary-General on initial reports by States
parties due in 1992 (CRC/C/3), 1993 (CRC/C/ 8/ Rev.3), 1994 (CRC/ C/ 11/ Rev. 3),
1995 (CRC/ C/28), 1996 (CRC/ C/41), 1997 (CRC/C/51) and 1998 (CRC/ C/61); and on
periodic reports of States parties due in 1997 (CRC/ C/ 65);

(b) Note by the Secretary-Ceneral on the States parties to the
Convention and the status of submnission of reports (CRC/ C/64);

(c) Note by the Secretary-Ceneral on the followup to the
consideration of initial reports by States parties to the Convention
(CRC/ C/ 27/ Rev. 8) ;

(d) Note by the Secretary-Ceneral on areas in which the need for
techni cal advice and advisory services has been identified in the light of the
observations adopted by the Conmittee (CRC/ C/ 40/ Rev. 6).

The Conmittee was informed that, in addition to the six reports that were
schedul ed for consideration by the Comrittee at its present session (see
para. 27 bel ow) and those which had been received prior to the Comrittee's
twel fth session (see CRC/C/ 62, para. 15), the Secretary-Ceneral had received
the initial reports of Arnmenia (CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.9), Georgia (CRC C/ 41/ Add. 4),

I ndia (CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 10), Mali (CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.53), the Netherl ands

(CRC/ C/ 51/ Add. 1), the fornmer Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (CRC C/ 8/ Add. 36)
and Vanuatu (CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 8). The status of submi ssion of reports by States
parties under article 44 of the Convention is given in annex II1.

20. Alist of initial reports considered by the Comrittee as of 6 June 1997,
as well as a provisional list of initial reports scheduled for consideration
at the Conmittee's sixteenth and seventeenth sessions, are contained in
annexes VI and VII respectively.

21. As at 6 June 1997 the Conmittee had received 107 initial reports. A
total of 77 reports have been exam ned by the Committee.

22. By a note verbale dated 8 Novenber 1996, the Permanent M ssion of
Paraguay transmitted the additional information which had been requested in
the prelimnary observations (CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 27) adopted by the Committee at its
seventh session in connection with the initial report of Paraguay

(CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 17) .

23. By a letter dated 31 January 1997, the Pernmanent M ssion of Slovenia to
the United Nations Ofice at Ceneva indicated the various nmeasures adopted in
that State party as a followup to the reconmendati ons addressed to it during
the examination of its initial report.
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24. By a note verbale dated 2 April 1997, the Permanent M ssion of Lebanon
to the United Nations OFfice at CGeneva transmitted the observations of the
Lebanese Governnent relating to the concludi ng observations adopted upon
consideration of the initial report of Lebanon

25. By a letter dated 29 May 1997, the Permanent M ssion of Spain to the
United Nations Ofice at Geneva forwarded to the Comrittee copies of a report
on the inplenentation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in Spain
publ i shed by the Mnistry of Labour and Social Affairs.

B. Consideration of reports

26. At its fifteenth session, the Cormittee exanmined initial reports
submtted by six States parties under article 44 of the Convention. It
devoted 16 of its 27 nmeetings to the consideration of reports (see

CRC/ C/ SR. 374- 379, 380-385 and 387-392).

27. The followi ng reports, listed in the order in which they were received
by the Secretary-General, were before the Conmittee at its fifteenth session
Cuba (CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 30), Ghana (CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 39), Bangl adesh (CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 38 and
Add. 49), Paraguay (CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 22 and Add.47), Algeria (CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.4) and
Azer baijan (CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 8).

28. In accordance with rule 68 of the provisional rules of procedure of the
Committee, representatives of all the reporting States were invited to attend
the neetings of the Conmittee at which their reports were exam ned.

29. The foll owi ng sections, arranged on a country-by-country basis according
to the sequence followed by the Conmttee in its consideration of the reports,
contai n concl udi ng observations reflecting the main points of discussion and

i ndi cati ng, where necessary, issues that require specific follow up

30. More detailed information is contained in the reports submtted by the
States parties and in the sunmary records of the rel evant neetings of the
Conmittee.

Concl udi ng observations: Cuba

31. The Committee considered the initial report of Cuba (CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 30) at
its 374th to 376th neetings (CRC/ C/ SR 374-376), held on 21 and 22 May 1997 and
adopted* the follow ng concludi ng observati ons:

A. | nt r oduction

32. The Conmittee wel cones the subnission of the State party's initial
report and the witten replies to the Conmittee s |ist of questions
(CRCOCQ@CUB.1). The Comrittee expresses its appreciation to the State party
for engaging in an open dial ogue and for acknow edgi ng the problens,
difficulties and chall enges facing the country in inplenenting the Convention

* At the 398th neeting, held on 6 June 1997.



CRC/ C/ 66
page 10

B. Positive aspects

33. The Committee notes the historic progress the State party has nade in
providing services for and advancing the well-being of children, especially in
the fields of health and education, which are reflected in the country’s

soci o-econom ¢ indicators such as its infant nortality rate and teacher- pupi
ratio.

34. The Conmittee notes with satisfaction that a Plan of Action to attain
the goals of the World Sunmit for Children has been fornul ated and is being
i mpl enmented at both the national and municipal |evels.

35. Note is taken of the Government’s recent initiatives to inplenment
sex education progranmes in cooperation with the United Nations Popul ation
Fund ( UNFPA) .

36. The Committee takes note of the inportance the State party attaches to
the provision of care for the disabled and the priority nmeasures introduced in
this area.

37. The Committee al so takes note of the willingness of the State party to
provide international assistance to victins of enmergencies, particularly in
the case of 14,000 persons affected by the Chernobyl environnental disaster
who received treatnment offered by Cuba.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enentati on of the Convention

38. The Committee takes note of the difficulties for the State party inits
i mpl enentati on of the Convention as a result of the dissolution of its
traditional econonmic ties and the intensification of the trade enbargo.

D. Principal subjects of concern

39. It is the view of the Cormittee that insufficient steps have been taken
to study and review the conpatibility of national legislation with the

princi ples and provisions of the Convention, so as to ensure fulfilnment of al
the rights provided for in the Convention

40. The Committee is concerned that insufficient steps have been taken to
adequately reflect, in the State report, all the rights provided for in the
Conventi on.

41. The Committee is concerned about the sectoral approach adopted by
exi sting nechani snms nonitoring the inplenentation of the Convention and
their ineffectiveness in reflecting the holistic approach essential to a
conprehensive inpl ementation of the Convention

42. The Conmittee is further concerned about the |ack of an independent
mechani sm such as an Onbudsperson, accessible to children to deal with
conplaints of the violation of their rights and to provide renedies for such
vi ol ati ons.
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43. The Committee draws the attention of the State party to certain | acunae
in the statistical and other information collected by the State party,
including with respect to the choice and devel opment of indicators to nonitor
the inmpl ementation of the principles and provisions of the Convention. From
informati on provided in the State party’s report, the Commttee notes that in
certain instances statistics on the situation of children are being collected
only for children up to the age of 15.

44, The Committee is concerned about the inadequacy of neasures taken to

i ncor porate education about the principles and provisions of the Convention
fully into the training given to professionals working with and for children,

i ncludi ng judges, |awers, |aw enforcenent personnel, teachers, social welfare
of ficers, doctors and other health professionals, as well as personnel working
in child-care institutions for children and officials of the central and | oca
adm ni strations.

45. The Committee is concerned about the failure to provide for a m ni num
age for sexual consent and the absence of harnonization between the age for
the conpl eti on of conpul sory schooling and the m ni num age for enpl oyment.

46. The Conmittee is of the view that insufficient measures have been taken
to ensure the inplenentation of the general principles of the Convention in
policy, practice and procedures, especially with regard to article 3 (the best
interests of the child) and article 12 (respect for the views of the child).
The Committee is of the view that the nmeasures taken to ensure respect for the
views of the child, in the famly and social life, as well as in the context
of adm nistrative, social welfare and other procedures affecting and applying
to them are insufficient.

47. The Conmittee regrets the insufficiency of information provided on the
i mpl enentation of the civil rights and freedons of children

48. It is the view of the Commttee that the apparent absence of independent
mechani sns for nonitoring the situation of children in institutions is a
matter of concern

49. While the Conmittee takes note of the State party’'s efforts to deal with
the issue of child abuse, including through the establishnment of an early
war ni ng system for violence against children, it is of the viewthat these
measures are insufficient to fully protect children from such viol ati ons.
Furthernore, serious concern remains in relation to a child s opportunity to
report abuse and other violations of his/her rights in the famly, schools or
other institutions and to have a conplaint taken seriously and responded to

ef fectively.

50. The Conmittee is al so concerned about issues relating to children who
exhi bit anti-social behaviour, nanely an increase in the nunber of children
wi t h behavi oural problens and the adequacy of existing mechanisms to address
their problens effectively.
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51. The Committee notes with concern that obstacles remain to the effective
i npl ementation of the fam |y planning and education programes in the country,
particularly in view of the lack of quality materials and services avail able

i n Cuba.

52. The Conmittee has noted that, while there is an absence of statistics
relating to the incidence of school drop-out, available statistics reveal a
decline in the nunber of children enrolled in secondary education and a
reduction in the availability of scholarships for children to continue their
education.

53. Wth regard to the issues of drug abuse and trafficking, child |abour
child prostitution and suicide, the Conmttee takes note of the information
provi ded by the State party that cases involving children are few and

i sol ated. Nonetheless, it wishes to express its concern that, in light of the
consi derabl e social and econom ¢ problens facing the country, insufficient
efforts are being taken by the State party to devise preventive strategies to
ensure that such problens do not beconme nore preval ent, thereby endangering
future generations of children.

54. It is also a matter of concern to the Comrittee that some issues
relating to the systemof juvenile justice were not fully addressed, including
on the conpatibility of the juvenile justice systemw th the principles and
provi sions of the Convention, especially in relation to the protection
afforded to children aged 16 to 18 years of age and the detention of children
with adults.

E. Suggestions and recommendati ons

55. In the spirit of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action of 1993
and in light of the discussion in the Cormittee, the Committee recommends t hat
the State party consider the possibility of reviewing the Declaration it made
to the Convention with a viewto its w thdrawal.

56. The Committee encourages the State party to undertake a review of its
national legislation in order to ensure its full conpatibility with the
principles and provisions of the Convention and that the whol e range of rights
provi ded for in the Convention find expression in donestic |egislation, policy
and acti ons.

57. The Committee encourages the State party in its efforts to consider
becoming a party to related human rights instrunents, including the Hague
Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in respect of
Intercountry Adoption of 1993 and the Convention relating to the Status of
Ref ugees of 1951

58. The State party is urged to take action to strengthen the capacity of
the country’s nonitoring and coordi nati ng mechani sms concerning the rights of
the child with the aimof ensuring a holistic approach to the inplenmentation
of the Convention and raising the political visibility of issues relating to
chi | dren.
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59. In light of the Committee’ s view that further efforts are required to
ensure that the Convention is used as a political tool and a framework for
action on behalf of children, the Conmttee recommends that future nationa
and | ocal programmes of action on children incorporate policies, progranmes,
ainms and goals reflecting the principles and provisions of the Convention.

60. In accordance with the principles and provisions of the Convention, the
Committee suggests that the State party consider introducing systenms, within
the framework of international cooperation, which provide for the collection
conpil ation and anal ysis of data concerning children up to the age of 18,

i ncluding information on the violations of the rights of the child,

di saggregated, inter alia, by gender and | ocation

61. It is further recommended that education about the principles and
provi sions of the Convention be included in the training of professionals
working with and for children such as doctors, health and social welfare
personnel, judges, |aw enforcenent personnel, |awers, teachers, personne
working in child-care institutions and officials of the central and |oca
adm ni strations.

62. In accordance with the Convention, the Conmittee recommends the
har moni zati on of legislation, including with respect to the age of conpletion
of conpul sory schooling and the nmini nrum age for enpl oynment.

63. The Conmittee recommends that further neasures be taken to ensure the
effective inplementation of the general principles of the Convention, notably
non-di scrim nation, best interests of the child and respect for the views of
the child. Thus, these principles should constitute the framework for the
design and inplenentation of policy in all actions concerning children whether
undertaken by social welfare institutions, admnistrative authorities or

| egi sl ative bodies.

64. The Committee encourages the State party to pursue the efforts required
to ensure a holistic approach to the inplenmentation of the Convention, which
reaffirms that the rights of the child are indivisible, interdependent and
interrelated and that the rights of the child should be addressed in an
integrated manner. In this regard, the Conmittee reconmends that specia
attention be accorded to the inplenentation of the civil rights and freedons
of children.

65. The Committee reconmends that further measures to protect children from
abuse and mal treatment be undertaken, in particular through the devel opment of
a wi despread public information canpaign for the prevention of corpora

puni shment and bul lying of children, whether by adults or by other children.

66. In relation to the State party's strategy for dealing with accidents
affecting children, the Conmmittee suggests that the State party consider
focusi ng even greater efforts on preventive measures.

67. The Conmittee recommends that further resources and assistance be
devoted to activities in the area of fanm |y planning and health education
programmes, with a view to addressing the problem of teenage or unwanted
pregnanci es and changi ng nal e sexual behaviour. |Issues relating to the
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i nci dence and treatment of children infected with or affected by H V/ AIDS and
STDs and to reducing the apparent recourse to abortion as a nmethod of famly
pl anni ng shoul d al so be the focus of programmatic actions. It is also
recommended that nmejor efforts be undertaken to broaden the coverage of
reproductive health educational programres beyond narried coupl es.

68. The Committee is of the view that the State party should review, as a
matter of urgency, the mininmumlegal age of sexual consent with a viewto
raising it.

69. The Committee reconmends that further psycho-social nmeasures should be
taken to prevent and control the debilitating effects of behavioural problens
affecting children.

70. Wth respect to the inplenentation of articles 28 and 32 of the
Convention, the Conmittee recomends that further measures be taken to

i mpl enent the recommendations of the 1LO Committee of Experts on the
Application of Conventions and Reconmendations with respect to the obligations
arising fromlLO Convention No. 79 which provides for a period of rest at

ni ght of at |east 12 consecutive hours, including the interval between 10 p.m
and 6 a.m, for young persons under the age of 18. The Committee al so
suggests that additional efforts be undertaken to nmonitor nore closely the

i mpl enentation of articles 28 and 32 of the Convention, including through the
devel opnent and use of selected indicators to track trends in such matters as
the drop-out rate fromschool and the entry of children into the inform

| abour market .

71. While the Committee notes that begging, drug abuse and trafficking and
child prostitution are not major problens in the country at present, the
Conmi ttee recommends that the Governnent nonitor these issues closely with a
view to their early prevention

72. The Conmittee further recommends that the Crimnal Code provide for the
protection of children up to the age of 18 from sexual exploitation. The
Conmittee al so recommends that further nmeasures be undertaken in order to
address matters relating to the sexual exploitation of children, particularly
through tourism taking into account the reconmendati ons adopted at the

Worl d Congress agai nst the Conmercial Sexual Exploitation of Children held in
St ockhol m

73. In light of article 44, paragraph 6 of the Convention, the Conmittee
recomends that the initial report and the witten replies presented by the
State party be nmade widely available to the public at |arge and that the
publication of the report be considered along with the relevant summary
records and the concludi ng observati ons adopted thereon by the Conmmittee.
Such a docunent should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and
awar eness of the Convention, its inplenentation and nonitoring within the
Governnent, National Assenmbly and general public.

74. The Committee woul d appreciate receiving fromthe State party, in
writing, further information on the questions and issues raised during the

di scussi on which were not fully answered or clarified, including with respect
to matters relating to the right of the child to famly reunification
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Concl udi ng observations: Ghana

75. The Committee considered the initial report of Ghana (CRC/ C 3/ Add. 39) at
its 377th to 379th meetings (CRC/C/ SR 377-379), held on 22 and 23 May 1997 and
adopted* the followi ng concludi ng observati ons:

A. | nt r oducti on

76. The Committee wel cones the initial report and the witten answers to the
list of issues (CRC/C/Q CGHA/1) submitted by the State party. The Committee
expresses its satisfaction at the additional information provided by the State
party in the course of the dialogue with the Commttee, during which the
representatives of the State party indicated in a self-critical manner not
only the policy and programme directions, but also the difficulties
encountered in inplenenting the Convention

B. Positive aspects

77. The Committee notes the establishment in 1979 of the Ghana Nationa
Commi ssion on Children. It also welcones the adoption of a National Plan of
Action which has been incorporated into the National Devel opnent Policy

Fr amewor k

78. The Committee notes with appreciation that the State party promul gated
a new Constitution in 1992 which includes specific provisions relating

to children’s rights. It also notes that the State party, through a

mul ti sectoral committee, in 1995, engaged in a conprehensive |aw reform
process to ensure full conpatibility between national |aws and the Convention
on the Rights of the Child.

79. The Committee wel conmes the establishment in 1992 of the Comn ssion
on Human Rights and Adm nistrative Justice which is also involved in the
protection of the human rights of children

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enent ati on of the Convention

80. The Conmittee recognizes the econonmic difficulties faced by the

State party, especially the constraint posed by its structural adjustnent
programe. Furthernore, the Committee notes that certain traditional practices
and custons, prevailing particularly in rural areas, hanper the effective

i mpl enentati on of the provisions of the Convention, especially with regard

to the girl child.

* At the 398th neeting, held on 6 June 1997.
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D. Principal subjects of concern

81. Wil e taking note of the neasures undertaken in the field of |aw reform
including the intention to adopt a Children's Act, the Committee notes with
concern that currently several provisions of the |aw are inconpatible with the
provi sions and principles of the Convention, especially in the fields of civi
rights, adoption and juvenile justice. The Committee also remains concerned
about the conflict between custonmary |aw and the principles and provisions of
the Convention in sone areas such as marri age.

82. The Committee notes with satisfaction the exi stence of government bodies
dealing with the welfare of children at the national and |local levels; it
neverthel ess expresses its concern that there is insufficient coordination
between them to devel op a conprehensi ve approach to the inplenentation of the
Conventi on.

83. VWi | e acknow edgi ng the work undertaken by the Ghana National Conmi ssion
on Children, the Commttee is concerned about its weak institutional and
financi al status.

84. The Committee is concerned at the | ack of a systematic nechanismto
monitor progress in all areas covered by the Convention and in relation to al
groups of children in urban and rural areas, especially during the current
process of decentralization. The Comrittee is also concerned about the

State party’s limted capacity to collect and process data, as well as devel op
specific indicators to evaluate progress achi eved and assess the inpact of
policies adopted on children, in particular the nbost vul nerable groups of
chi | dren.

85. Wth regard to the inplementation of article 4 of the Convention, the
Conmittee notes with concern the absence of policies and neasures to fully

guar antee econom ¢, social and cultural rights of children “to the maxi mum

extent of avail able resources”.

86. In the light of article 2 of the Convention, the Comrmittee remains
concerned about the persistence of discrimnatory attitudes agai nst sone
groups of children, especially girls and children with disabilities as well as
children living in rural areas, which often results in linmted access to basic
social facilities such as health and education

87. Concern is expressed by the Committee at the insufficient measures
undertaken to ensure the effective inplenmentation of the general principles
(arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12) of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in
relation to legal, judicial and adm nistrative decisions as well as to the
political decision-naking process.

88. The Committee expresses its concern regarding the lack of sufficient
awar eness of the principles and provisions of the Convention in all parts of
soci ety, anong adults and children alike. It also is concerned by the |ack of

sufficient training for professional groups working with or for children such
as judges, lawers, magistrates, |aw enforcenment personnel, arny officials,
teachers, school managers, health personnel, social workers, officials of
central and |l ocal adm nistrations and personnel of child-care institutions.
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89. In relation to article 7 of the Convention, the Commttee is concerned
that in many rural areas regulations on birth registration are not fully

i npl enmented and that children who are not registered may be seriously

di sadvantaged in the enjoynent of their rights.

90. The Committee is deeply concerned by the institutionalized use of
corporal punishment as a nmeans of discipline, particularly in schools, as wel
as at the absence of a conprehensive |law that clearly prohibits the use of
both nental and physical torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or puni shnent against chil dren.

91. In light of article 17 of the Convention, the Conmittee notes with
concern that no nechani smexists to protect children from being exposed to
harnful information, including pornography.

92. The Conmittee further notes with concern the inadequacy of existing |aws
in protecting children who are “adopted” - a situation which has |ed to abuses
such as exploitation through donestic |abour, particularly of girls.

93. The Committee is also concerned by the increase in the number of
children living and/or working on the street in major cities. It is also
worried by the violence that is often directed against them The Commttee
is further concerned by the lack of statistical data and studies on such
chi | dren.

94. The Committee is concerned by the persistence of malnutrition and the
apparent difficulty in reversing this negative trend. It is also worried by
the rapid spread of HI V/AIDS throughout the country and its devastating i npact
on chil den.

95. The Committee remains concerned at the persistence of traditiona
attitudes and harnful practices, such as fermale genital mutilation, early
marri ages, teenage pregnancies and Trokosi (ritual enslavement of girls).

96. Wth regard to the right to education (arts. 28 and 29), while noting
that the principle of free, universal and conmpul sory basic education for al
children is recognized by the State party, the Conmmittee is concerned that
this fundanental right is not yet fully and equally inplemented throughout

the country. Furthernore, the Comrittee is concerned about the |ow | evel of
school enrol nent and the high drop-out rates, especially anong girls, the |ack
of learning and teaching facilities and the shortage of trained teachers,
particularly in rural areas.

97. In light of articles 2, 3 and 22 of the Convention, the Conmttee is
concerned about the difficulties encountered by refugee children in securing
access to basic education, health and social services.

98. The Conmittee is concerned about the insufficiency of |egal and other
nmeasures to prevent and conbat econom c exploitation of children adequately,
especially in the informal sector.
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99. The Committee is concerned by the recent energence of substance abuse
among children and the Iimted prevention and rehabilitation nmeasures and
facilities to conbat this phenonenon.

100. The Committee is concerned by the absence of information and data
concerni ng sexual abuse and exploitation, including in the famly. 1In this
regard, it is also worried about the fact that children aged between 14

and 18 years do not benefit from appropriate | egal and social protection
measur es.

101. The situation in relation to the adm nistration of juvenile justice and
in particular its conpatibility with articles 37, 39 and 40 of the Convention
as well as other relevant international standards, is a matter of concern

The Committee remnins particularly concerned about, inter alia, violations of
the rights of the child in detention centres, the |low age (7 years old) for
crimnal responsibility and the inadequacy of existing alternative measures
to inprisonment.

E. Suggestions and recommendations

102. The Committee recomrends that the conprehensive | aw on the protection
of the child currently being drafted be in conformity with the principles and
provi sions of the Convention and that it be finalized and adopted in the near
future.

103. The Committee recomrends that the State party strengthen coordi nation
anong the various governnental bodies and mechani snms involved in children's
rights, at both the national and local levels, with a view to devel oping a
conprehensive policy on children and ensuring effective evaluation of the

i npl enmentation of the Convention. The Committee encourages the State party
to pursue its efforts to strengthen the institutional framework designed to
pronote and protect human rights in general and the rights of the child in

particular. In this regard, it reconmends that the role and resources of the
CGhana National Conmm ssion on Children be reinforced within as well as outside
t he governnent sphere. It encourages the State party to further cooperate

closely with non-governmental organizations (NGOs). Furthernore, the
Committee encourages the State party to ratify in the near future other major

i nternational human rights treaties, inter alia the Convention against Torture
and O her Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatnment or Puni shnent.

104. The Committee al so recommends that the State party give priority
attention to the devel opnent of a system of data collection and anal ysis as
well as to the identification of appropriate disaggregated indicators with a
view to addressing all areas of the Convention and all groups of children in
soci ety. Such mechanisms can play a vital role in systematically nonitoring
the status of children and eval uati ng progress achieved and the difficulties
hanpering the realization of children's rights. They can be used as a basis
for designing programmes to inprove the situation of children, particularly
the nost di sadvantaged, including children with disabilities, the girl child,
children ill-treated and abused within the famly and in other institutions,
children deprived of liberty, children who are victinms of sexual exploitation
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refugee children and children living and/or working on the street. It is
further suggested that the State party request international cooperation in
this regard.

105. In the light of articles 2, 3 and 4 of the Convention, the Commttee
recommends that priority be given in budget allocations to the realization of
t he economic, social and cultural rights of children, with particul ar enphasis
on health and education, and on the enjoynent of these rights by children
particularly the nost disadvantaged. 1In this regard, the Commttee suggests
that the authorities responsible for overall planning and budgeting continue
to be fully involved in the activities of the CGhana National Commi ssion on
Children, with a view to ensuring that their decisions have a direct and
positive impact on the budget.

106. The Committee further recomrends that all appropriate measures,

i ncludi ng public information canpai gns be undertaken to prevent and combat
all fornms of discrimnation against girls and children with disabilities,
especially those living in rural areas, with a view, inter alia, to
facilitating their access to basic services.

107. It is the Conmttee's view that further efforts nust be undertaken to
ensure that the general principles of the Convention, in particular “the best
interests of the child” (art. 3) and the participation of children (art. 12),
not only guide policy discussions and formnul ati on and deci si on- maki ng, but

al so are appropriately integrated into any judicial and admnistrative
decisions, as well as in the devel opnent and inplementation of all projects
and programes whi ch have an inpact on children

108. The Committee recomends that the State party | aunch a systematic

i nformation canpaign, for both children and adults, on the Convention on the
Ri ghts of the Child. Consideration should be given to the incorporation

of the Convention in the curricula of all educational institutions and
appropriate neasures should be taken to facilitate access by children to

i nformati on concerning their rights. The Conmittee al so suggests that the
State party further direct efforts to provision of conprehensive training
programes for professional groups working with and for children such as
judges, |awyers, nmgistrates, |aw enforcenent personnel, arny officials,

t eachers, school managers, health personnel, social workers, officials of
central and | ocal adm nistrations and personnel of child-care institutions.

109. In light of article 7 of the Convention, the Comrmittee recomends t hat
special efforts be directed to devel opnment of an effective systemof birth
registration, to ensure the full enjoynent of their fundanmental rights by
all children. Such a system would serve as a tool in the collection of
statistical data, in the assessment of prevailing difficulties and in the
pronoti on of progress in the inplenentation of the Convention.

110. In light of articles 3, 19 and 28.2, the Cormittee strongly recomends
that corporal punishnent be prohibited by law and that references to

di sci plinary nmeasures using physical force, such as caning, be w thdrawn from
t he Teachers Handbook. It further recommends that authorities develop and

i npl ement appropriate creative and soci o-educational measures of discipline
whi ch respect all the rights of the child.
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111. The Committee recomrends that the State party take all appropriate
measures, including |legal ones, to protect children from harnful information,
including in the audio-visual nedia as well as in nedia using new

t echnol ogi es.

112. Wth a viewto fully protecting the rights of adopted children, the
Committee recomrends that the State party review its adoption laws in the
light of article 21 of the Convention. Furthernore, the Conmm ttee reconmends
that the State party consider ratifying the Hague Convention on Protection of
Chi |l dren and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption of 1993.

113. The Committee encourages the State party to undertake to prevent and
conmbat the phenonenon of children working and/or living on the street by,

inter alia, engaging in research and collection of data, pronoting integration
and vocational training progranmes as well as guaranteeing equal access to
heal th and soci al services.

114. The Committee recomends that the State party take all appropriate
measures, including through international cooperation, to prevent and combat
mal nutrition.

115. The Committee suggests that the Governnent strengthen its information
and prevention programmes to conbat Hl V/ AIDS and sexually transmttable

di seases (STD) as well as discrinmnatory attitudes towards children affected
by or infected with HHVAIDS. The Commttee further recomrends that the State
party pursue and strengthen its famly planning and reproductive health
programes, including for adol escents.

116. The Committee shares the view of the State party that serious efforts
are required to address harnful traditional practices such as early marri age,
femal e genital mnutilation and Trokosi. The Conmmittee reconmends that al

| egi slation be reviewed to ensure its full conpatibility with children's
rights and that public canpaigns involving all sectors of society be devel oped
and pursued with a view to changing attitudes. All appropriate action in this
regard should be taken on a priority basis.

117. In accordance with article 28 (a) of the Convention, the Conmttee
encourages the State party inits efforts to make primary education free,
conpul sory and available to all. It also encourages the Government to

i mpl enent neasures to inprove school enrol nent and pupil retention, especially
of girls. A systemfor the regular evaluation of the effectiveness of these
and ot her educational neasures, including of the quality of teaching, nust

be ensured. Further steps should be taken to devel op guidelines for the
participation of all children in the life of the school, in conformty with
the principles and provisions of the Convention. |In addition, the Conmttee
recommends that, in light of the provisions of article 29 of the Convention
and the United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts Education, the State party

i ncorporate education on the rights of the child in school curricula. The
State party may wi sh to consider requesting further international cooperation
for the inplenentation of the neasures identified for the application of the
provi sions of articles 28 and 29 of the Convention.
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118. In the spirit of articles 2, 3 and 22 of the Convention, the Conmittee
recommends that the State party make all appropriate efforts to ensure easy
and full access to basic services, including education, health and socia
services, to all children living under its jurisdiction

119. The Committee encourages the State party to give specific attention to
nonitoring the full inplenentation of |abour Iaws in order to protect children
from being economcally exploited. It further suggests that the authorities
adopt explicit legislation and neasures to protect children from exploitation
t hrough child | abour in the informal sector. In addition, the Conmittee
suggests that the State party consider ratification of 1LO Convention No. 138
on m ni mum age for enpl oynent.

120. The Committee recommends that the authorities take all appropriate
nmeasures to prevent and conbat drug and substance abuse anmong chil dren, such

as public information canpaigns, including in schools. It also encourages the
State party to support rehabilitation programes dealing with children victim
of drug and substance abuse. In this regard, the Cormittee encourages the

State party to consider seeking technical assistance from conpetent
i nternati onal organizations, such as the World Health Organi zati on (VWHO) .

121. In light of article 34 and other related articles of the Convention, the
Committee recomrends that the State party reinforce its legislative framework
to fully protect children fromall forms of sexual abuse or exploitation
including within the famly. It also reconmends that the State party engage
in studies with a view to designing and inplenmenting appropriate policies and
measures, including in the area of rehabilitation, to conbat this phenonenon
conprehensively and effectively. The Committee wishes in this regard to draw
the attention of the State party to the recommendati ons formulated in the
Agenda for Action adopted at the Wrld Congress agai nst Conmerci al Sexua
Exploitation of Children held in Stockholmin 1996.

122. The Committee recommends that the State party consider undertaking a
conprehensive reformof the juvenile justice systemin the spirit of the
Convention, in particular articles 37, 39 and 40, and of other United Nations
standards in this field, such as the “Beijing Rules”, the “Riyadh Cuidelines”
and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their
Li berty. Particular attention should be paid to protecting the rights of
children deprived of their liberty, to raising the mninum age of crimna
responsibility and to inproving the quality and adequacy of alternative
measures to inprisonnment. Training progranmes on the relevant internationa

st andards shoul d be organized for all professionals involved with the juvenile
justice system The Conmittee further suggests that the State party

consi der seeking technical assistance for this purpose fromthe

Hi gh Commi ssioner/Centre for Human Rights and the Crinme Prevention and
Crimnal Justice Division of the United Nations.

123. Finally, in the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Conmittee recommends that the initial report and witten replies presented by
the State party be made widely available to the public at |arge and that the
publication of the report be considered, along with the rel evant summary
records and the concludi ng observati ons adopted thereon by the Committee.

Such a docunent should be widely distributed in order to generate debate on
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and awareness of the Convention and its inplenmentation and nmonitoring within
the Governnent, the Parlianment and the general public, including concerned
NGCs .

Concl udi ng observati ons: Bangl adesh

124. The Committee considered the initial report (CRC/ C/ 3/Add.38) and
Suppl ementary report (CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 49) of Bangl adesh at its 380th to

382nd neetings (CRC/ C/ SR. 380-382), on 26 and 27 May 1997, and adopted* the
foll owi ng concl udi ng observati ons:

A. | nt r oduction

125. The Committee expresses its appreciation to the Government of Bangl adesh
for the submission of its initial report and its witten information in reply
to the questions set forth in the list of issues (CRC/C QBan.1l). The
additional information provided by the del egati on of Bangl adesh and the
constructive and fruitful dialogue with the Conmittee are wel coned.

B. Positive aspects

126. The Committee wel cones the establishnent of a Mnistry of Wnmen and

Children’s Affairs in 1994. It also notes with appreciation the adoption of
a National Policy for Children as well as the establishnent of the Nationa
Children’s Council in August 1995. In the area of |egislative reform

it notes the adoption of a plan of action to create task forces on | aw
reform juvenile justice and the girl child. The adoption in 1995 of the
Repressi on agai nst Wonen and Children (Special Provision) Act and the active
partici pati on of Bangl adesh in the SAARC (South Asian Association for Regiona
Cooperation) Decade of the Grl Child are al so wel conmed.

127. The Committee notes with appreciation the openness of the State party

to international cooperation to foster effective inplenentation of the
Convention, as illustrated by the nenorandum of understandi ng between the
United Nations Children's Fund (UNI CEF), the International Labour Organization
(1LO, the Bangl adesh Garnent Manufacturers and Exporters Associ ati on ( BGVEA)
and the CGovernnent of Bangl adesh, as well as the cooperation with other
international institutions in different areas.

128. The Committee al so wel cones the constructive relationship between

t he NGO (non-governnental organization) comunity and the CGovernnent, both at
nati onal and local levels, in nmonitoring and inplenenting the rights of the
child. In this connection, it notes that consultations took place between the
Governnment and NGOs in the process of preparing the initial report.

129. The Committee wel cones the recent | aw establishing the post of

Orbudsperson as well as the fact that a National Human Ri ghts Conmmission is
bei ng set up.

* At the 398th neeting, held on 6 June 1997.
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130. The Committee also wel cones the fact that the anmount of resources

all ocated to social expenditures has been increased since the ratification of
t he Convention by Bangl adesh. It notes in particular that an increasing
proportion of resources has been devoted to the devel opment of a primary
heal t h-care network, the provision of safe water supplies and sanitation and
to di sease control

131. The Committee acknow edges the progress nade by the State party in
significantly reducing the child nortality rate over the |ast decade and

i mprovi ng access to basic education. It also notes the positive steps taken
in the area of fanmily planni ng programes.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enentati on of the Convention

132. The Committee notes that Bangl adesh is one of the poorest countries in
the world; a |large percentage of the vast population is young and |ives bel ow
t he poverty I|evel.

133. The Committee al so notes that natural disasters and structura

adj ust rent have had a negative inpact on the situation of children. It is
further noted that the persistence of certain traditional practices and
custonms has had a negative influence on the enjoynent by sone children of
their rights under the Convention

D. Principal subjects of concern

134. Wil e acknow edgi ng the openness of the State party towards the
possibility of reviewing its reservations to articles 21 and 14.1 of the
Convention, the Conmittee remains concerned that these reservations nm ght
i npede the full inplenentation of the Convention

135. The Committee is concerned about the unclear status of the Convention
in the donestic |legal franmework and the insufficient steps taken to bring
existing legislation into full conformty with the Convention, including in
light of the general principles of non-discrimnation (art. 2), the best
interests of the child (art. 3), the right to life, survival and devel opnent
(art. 6) and respect for the views of the child (art. 12). It is deeply
concerned at the lack of conformity between existing |egislative provisions
and the Convention with respect to the various age limts set by law, the |ack
of a definition of the child, the age of crimnal responsibility, which is set
at too young an age, the possibility of inposing the death penalty, and/or

i mpri sonment of children 16-18 in ordinary prisons. The Comrittee al so notes
that, as recognized in the State party’s supplenentary report, many |aws are

i nadequately enforced and that nmpost children’s lives are governed by famly
custonms and religious |law rather than by State | aw.

136. The Committee is of the view that insufficient nmeasures have been
adopted to pronote w despread awareness of the principles and provisions of
the Convention, and renmains concerned at the |ack of adequate and systematic
training for professional groups working with and for children, including
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judges, |awyers, |aw enforcenent personnel, health professionals, teachers,
soci al workers, personnel working in child-care institutions for children and
police officers.

137. Wiile recognizing the efforts undertaken by the State party in the
collection of data and information on the status of children, the Committee is
concerned that insufficient attention has been given to establishing an
effective integrated system of data collection covering all children. It
expresses concern, in this regard, that the National Policy for Children

only covers children up to the age of 14. It is also concerned that no
conprehensi ve nonitoring and coordinati ng mechanismfor all areas covered by
the Convention and in relation to all groups of children has yet been

est abl i shed.

138. Wth regard to the inplenentation of article 2 of the Convention, the
Committee expresses its concern at the persistence of discrimnatory attitudes
and harnful practices affecting girls, as illustrated by serious disparities,
sonetinmes starting at birth and affecting the enjoynent of the rights to
survival, health, nutrition and education. The Committee al so notes the

persi stence of harnful practices such as dowy and early marri age.
Discrimnatory attitudes towards children born out of wedl ock, children who
are living and/or working on the street, child victinms of sexual exploitation
children with disabilities, refugee children and children belonging to triba
mnorities are also a matter of concern

139. The Committee expresses concern regarding the inplenmentation of

article 12 of the Convention, noting that the views of the child are not
sufficiently taken into account, especially within the famly, the school and
the juvenile justice system

140. The Committee is concerned that the birth of nost children in the
State party are not registered. Failure to register can have negative
consequences on the full enjoynent of fundanental rights and freedons by
chi | dren.

141. The Committee is concerned at the | ack of appropriate nmeasures to combat
and prevent ill-treatment and abuse, including sexual abuse, both within and
outside the famly, and at the lack of awareness and information on this
matter. The persistence of corporal punishment and its acceptance by the

soci ety and instances of violence cormmitted by | aw enforcenent officials

agai nst abandoned or “vagrant” children are matters of serious concern

142. The i nadequate neasures to assist parents in fulfilling their comon
child-rearing responsibilities and the | ack of assistance or child support for
many children living in single-parent famlies or other particularly

vul nerabl e children are matters of concern. The Committee is al so concerned
at the inadequate provision in legislation and practice for alternative care
for children deprived of a proper fanmly environment.

143. The Committee is concerned at the high maternal nortality rates, |ack
of access to prenatal care and, nore generally, limted access to public
health-care facilities. The lack of a national policy to ensure the rights of
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children with disabilities is also noted. The Comrittee is also concerned at
t he absence of programmes addressing the nental health of children and their
fam lies.

144. Malnutrition continues to seriously hanper the survival and devel opnent
of children in the State party, which has one of the highest rates of

mal nouri shed children in the world and where cal orie intake has decreased over
the past decades, resulting in a higher incidence of stunting and wasti ng.

145. While recognizing efforts to inprove the situation of education

i ncluding the introduction of conpul sory education for children aged 6 to 10,
and neasures to encourage girls to attend school, the Committee nonethel ess
remai ns concerned at the low |l evel of school enrolnent and the high drop-out
rates, at the very high child/teacher ratios and the shortage of trained

t eachers.

146. Wth regard to the inplenentation of article 22 of the Convention, the
Committee remains concerned at the weak | egal protection and | ack of adequate
procedures for refugee children. It is also concerned by difficulties they
encounter in securing access to educational and health facilities and at
difficulties in ensuring famly reunification

147. The Committee is concerned about the |arge nunber of children who are
wor ki ng, including in rural areas, as donestic servants as well as in other
areas of the informal sector. It is concerned that many such children work in
hazardous and harnful conditions, and are often vul nerable to sexual abuse and
exploitation. The Committee is also seriously concerned about the occurrence
of trafficking and sale of children. Lack of enforcement and failure to

i mpl enent existing legislation at all levels, fromlaw enforcenment agencies to
the judiciary, need to be addressed.

148. The Committee is concerned that the State party has failed to take
measures to pronote the child s right to leisure, recreation and cultura
activities (art. 31).

149. The situation in relation to the administration of juvenile justice, and
its incompatibility with articles 37, 39 and 40 of the Convention and ot her

rel evant international standards, is a matter of concern to the Committee.
Specifically, the Comrittee is concerned about the very young age of crimna
responsibility (7 years), the lack of adequate protection for children

aged 16-18, grounds for arrest and detention of children that can include
prostitution, “vagrancy” or “uncontroll able behaviour”, the possibility of

i mposi ng heavy sentences on children and the solitary confinement and
ill-treatnment of children by the police.

150. Finally, as regards the inplenentation of article 30 of the Convention
the Comrittee is concerned that inadequate neasures have been taken to ensure
the protection and pronotion of the rights of children belonging to
mnorities, including children fromthe H Il Tracts.
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E. Suggestions and recommendati ons

151. In light of the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action, the
Committee encourages the State party to further review its reservations to
articles 14, paragraph 1, and 21 of the Convention with a viewto their

wi thdrawal. The Committee is of the opinion that, in |ight of the proposed
reforns to national |egislation, the reservations may not be necessary.

152. The Committee recommends that the State party pursue its efforts to
ensure full conpatibility of its national legislation with the Convention
taki ng due account of the general principles as contained in articles 2, 3,

6 and 12 and the concerns expressed by the Comrittee. Furthernore, the State
party shoul d devel op a national policy on children and an integrated | ega
approach to child rights.

153. The Committee encourages the State party to pursue its efforts to
pronmote human rights education in the country in general and create a w der
awar eness and under standi ng of the principles and provisions of the
Convention. It reconmends that a systematic information canpaign on the
Convention be launched for children and adults alike. The Convention should
be incorporated in the curricula of all educational institutions, and present
initiatives to reach those vul nerable groups who are illiterate or w thout
formal education should be pursued and further strengthened, with the
cooperation of the United Nations Children's Fund (UN CEF) and ot her

organi zations active in this field. The State party should also pronmote a
conpr ehensi ve training programe policy for professional groups working with
and for children.

154. The Committee recomends that the State party consider acceding to other
i nternational human rights instrunments, including the two Internationa
Covenants on Human Rights and the Convention agai nst Torture and O her Cruel

I nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnment or Puni shnent.

155. The Committee further recomrends that the State party undertake to
gather all necessary information on the situation of children in the various
areas covered by the Convention and in relation to all groups of children

i ncluding the nost vulnerable. The National Policy on Children should be
adjusted in order to cover all children, including children 14-18 years of
age.

156. The Committee al so suggests that a nultidisciplinary nonitoring and
coordi nati ng system be established to assess the progress achi eved and
difficulties encountered in the realization of the rights recognized by the
Convention at the national and local levels, paying particular attention to
the adverse effects of economic policies on children

157. Wth respect to article 4 of the Convention, the Committee, while noting
efforts made in allocating resources to the social sector, is of the view that
greater budgetary provisions need to be nmade to overcome and renedy existing
disparities and devel op, with the assistance of international cooperation, a
conprehensive strategy for children, taking due account of the best interests
of the child.
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158. The Committee considers that greater efforts are required to inplenment
fully the provisions of article 2 of the Convention. Measures, including
studi es and canpai gns, should be taken to conbat traditional attitudes and
stereotypes and to sensitize society to the situation and needs of the gir
child, children born out of wedlock, children |iving and/or working on the
street, child victinms of sexual abuse and exploitation, children with

di sabilities, refugee children and children belonging to tribal mnorities.

159. The Committee wi shes to encourage the State party to prompte and
facilitate children’s participation and respect for their views in decisions
affecting them especially in the famly, at school, and in the judicial and
adm ni strative procedures, in light of articles 12, 13 and 15 of the
Conventi on.

160. The Committee recommends that further neasures be taken to ensure
the registration of the birth of all children, in cooperation with

non- gover nnental organi zations and with the support of internationa

or gani zati ons.

161. The Committee recommends that the State party devel op public awareness
canpai gns and neasures to provi de appropriate assistance to famlies in
carrying out their child-rearing responsibilities with a view, inter alia, to
preventing donestic viol ence, prohibiting corporal punishnment, and preventing
early marriages and other harnful traditional practices.

162. Additional neasures are needed to conbat viol ence agai nst and abuse of
children, including sexual abuse. Programmes for the rehabilitation and
reintegration of traunmatized children need to be devel oped and adequate
procedures and nechani sns devised to deal with conplaints of both physical and
psychol ogical ill-treatnent. Allegations of violations of children’s rights
shoul d be investigated and prosecuted.

163. The Committee recomends that the State party consider becom ng a party
to the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect
of Intercountry Adoptions.

164. Further steps should be taken in the area of health and welfare
services. |In particular, concerted efforts are needed to conmbat mal nutrition
and ensure the inplenentation of a National Nutritional Policy for children

165. Efforts are also required for the treatnment of children with
disabilities and their prevention, and to raise awareness about the need to
facilitate the active participation of such children in the conmmunity, in
light of article 23 of the Convention. The Committee al so encourages the
State party to pursue efforts to ensure the inplenentation of integrated
ment al heal th programmes and approaches and to nmake avail abl e the necessary
resources and assistance for these activities.

166. In the area of education, the Conmmittee suggests that further steps be
taken to ensure the inplenentation of articles 28 and 29. The Committee urges
that greater efforts be directed to training teachers, inproving the schoo
envi ronnent, increasing enrol ment and fighting school drop-out.
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167. As a neans of tackling the integrated issues of education and child

| abour, including in the infornmal sector, the Committee reconmmends t hat
effective informati on canpai gns be carried out to prevent and elimnate

child labour, and that the present cooperation between the State party,

i nternational organizations such as the International Labour Organization
(1'LO and UNI CEF, and non-governmental organizations be expanded. Regul ations
to prevent child |abour should be enforced, conplaints investigated and severe
penal ties inposed for violations. Efforts to provide opportunities for
education and leisure to child workers and children working and/or |iving on
the street should be strengthened. It is also suggested that the State party
consider ratifying |ILO Convention No. 138 concerning the m ni mrum age for

enpl oynent .

168. The Committee recommends that the State party ensure adequate protection
of refugee children, including in the field of physical safety, health and
education. Procedures should also be established to facilitate famly
reunification. The State party may consi der seeking assistance fromthe

O fice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in this
regard.

169. Wth regard to the adm nistration of juvenile justice, the Conmittee
recommends that |egal reform be pursued in connection with the very young age
of crimnal responsibility (7 years), the lack of adequate protection for

chil dren aged 16-18, grounds for arrest and detention of children that can

i nclude prostitution, “vagrancy” or “uncontroll able behaviour”, the
possibility of inmposing heavy sentences on children, and the solitary
confinenent and ill-treatnent of children by the police. 1In this reformthe
State party should take fully into account the provisions of the Convention
in particular articles 37, 39 and 40, as well as other relevant internationa
standards in this area, such as the Beijing Rules, the Ri yadh CGuidelines and
the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their

Li berty. The Committee al so recommends that the State party avail itself of
the techni cal assistance programes of the Hi gh Commi ssioner/Centre for Human
Rights and the Crinme Prevention and Crimninal Justice Division of the
Secretari at.

170. The Committee encourages the State party to take all appropriate
measures to prevent and conbat sexual abuse and sexual exploitation of
children and to ensure their physical and psychol ogi cal recovery and socia
reintegration, in light of article 39 of the Convention. Bilateral and
regi onal cooperation should be reinforced to prevent and conbat the serious
probl em of trafficking of children

171. Finally, the Conmittee recommends that in accordance with article 44,
par agraph 6, of the Convention, the initial report presented by the State
party be made wi dely available to the public at |arge and that consideration
be given to the publication of the report along with the witten answers to
the Iist of issues raised by the Conmttee, the relevant summary records of
t he di scussion and the concl udi ng observati ons adopted thereon by the
Committee following its consideration of the report. Such a docunent should
be widely distributed in order to generate debate and awareness of the
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Convention and its inplenentation and nonitoring within the Government, the
Parliament and the general public, including concerned non-governnenta
or gani zati ons.

Concl udi ng observati ons: Par aguay

172. The Committee began consideration of the initial report of Paraguay
(CRC/C/ 3/ Add. 17) at its 167th and 168th neetings (CRC/ C/ SR 167-168), held
on 4 and 5 October 1994. At its 183rd neeting, held on 14 Cctober 1994, it
adopted prelimnary observations (CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 27), and requested further
information fromthe State party based on its witten Iist of issues
(CRC/ C. 7/ Wp. 2) and questions and concerns raised orally with the del egation
The State party submitted the additional information requested
(CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 47) which was considered at the Commttee’ s 385th neeting
(CRC/ C/ SR. 385), held on 28 May 1997, and adopted* the followi ng concl uding
observati ons:

A. | nt r oducti on

173. The Committee expresses its appreciation to the State party for the
submi ssion of its initial report, the additional information subsequently
supplied and the State party’s willingness to engage in an open dial ogue with
the Committee in both October 1994 and May 1997. The witten answers to the
Committee’s list of issues (CRC/C 7/WP.2), as well as the response of the

del egation to oral questions and concern expressed during the exam nation of
the initial report allowed the Comrittee to have a useful and constructive

di scussion with the State party.

B. Positive factors

174. The Committee takes note of the provision of the 1992 Constitution that
not | ess than 20 per cent of the national budget nust be devoted to education
and wel cones the steps taken by the State party to make educati on avail abl e

t hroughout the country through an anbitious school -buil ding progranme and its
efforts to inprove the quality of education. In this regard, the Commttee
views efforts by the State party to reduce the very high drop-out rate by
grade six as an inportant conponent of a strategy to linmt phenonmena such as
child |l abour and children working and/or living on the street. The Conmittee
further wel conmes the provision in the 1992 Constitution that in the early
years of schooling teaching shall be in the student’s native |anguage, the
provision of instruction in both Spanish and Guarani, and the nmeasures that
have been adopted under the Strategi c Educational Reform Plan (Paraguay 2020)
to address the problens faced by Guarani-speaking children in basic education

175. The Committee welcones the priority being given by the State party to
health, in particular health care for children, including efforts to reduce
child nortality, facilitate breastfeeding, support nutrition progranmes and
i ncrease access to clean drinking water.

* At the 398th neeting, held on 6 June 1997.
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176. The Committee al so wel cones steps that have been taken to reinforce the
i ndependence of the judiciary and the judicial apparatus which is concerned
with legal issues relating to children and juveniles.

177. The Committee views positively the technical cooperation progranme
provided to the State party through a joint progranme supported by the

Hi gh Commi ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts and the United Nati ons Devel opment
Programme (UNDP), as well as the support provided by the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNI CEF) for various programres to benefit children in

Par aguay.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enentati on of the Convention

178. The Committee notes that the State party is still going through a period
of transition to denocracy. The Committee recognizes that the |egacy of
certain authoritarian attitudes hanpers the effective inplenentation of the
rights of the child, and that Paraguay inherited a public infrastructure which
did not give priority to education, health or social welfare institutions.

The Committee acknow edges that the existing inadequacies of the public
service and the high rate of popul ation growth inpede the full achievenent and
enj oynent of the rights recognized in the Convention

D. Principal subjects of concern

179. Wil e acknow edging the efforts undertaken by the State party to adopt a
new Juveni|l e Code for inproving protection and pronotion of the rights of the
child, the Commttee is concerned that since 1991 several draft bills have
been prepared but none has yet been adopt ed.

180. The Committee is concerned that sufficient attention does not seemto
have been paid to the devel opnment of a coordinating nechanismto nonitor the

i mpl enentation of the rights of the child in the State party. The Conmittee
is equally concerned about the extent to which the bodies established to
consider the situation of children are provided with the support and resources
they will need to fulfil their designated functions.

181. The Committee is concerned about the need to strengthen the State
party’s limted capacity to collect and process data, as well as to mnonitor
specific indicators to evaluate progress achieved and to assess the inmpact of
exi sting policies on children, in particular the nost vul nerable children

182. The Committee remains concerned that the present approaches to the
i npl enentation of the rights of the child in the State party do not
sufficiently encourage and strengthen popul ar participation and public
scrutiny of governnent policies.

183. The Committee is of the viewthat, in spite of the fact that sone
nmeasures have been taken to make the principles and provisions of the
Convention known to adults and children alike (for exanple, by portraying the
Convention in cartoon formin both official |anguages to facilitate its
under st andi ng by young children), efforts in this regard need to be continued
and intensified
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184. The Committee is also concerned that persons working with and for
children, including judges, |awers, magistrates, |aw enforcenent personnel
arnmy officials, teachers, school managers, health personnel, social workers,
officials of the national and |ocal adm nistrations and personnel of
child-care institutions, lack sufficient know edge about the Convention and
ot her relevant international instrunments relating to the rights of the child.

185. The Committee wishes to express its concern that the principles and
provi sions of the Convention, especially its general principles, as reflected
inits articles 2 (non-discrimnation), 3 (best interests of the child),

6 (right to life, survival and devel opnent) and 12 (respect for the views of
the child), have not yet been fully taken into account in |egislative and

ot her nmeasures relevant to children.

186. Wthin the framework of the inplementation of article 4 of the
Convention, relating to the allocation of resources to the "maxi mum extent”
possi ble, the Conmittee is concerned that the national and |ocal-1evel budgets
have allocated insufficient funds to the social sector, especially with regard
to the ability to respond effectively to the situation of the npst vul nerable
chi | dren.

187. The Committee is concerned that sone sectors of Paraguayan society are
not yet sufficiently sensitive to the needs and situation of the girl child.
It also notes that discrimnation against mnority and indigenous children
persists, contrary to the provisions of article 2 of the Conventi on.

188. While the Conmittee wel cones the official policy of the State party that
no person under 18 can be recruited for mlitary service or serve, even with
parental authorization, it is concerned that in practice this policy is not

al ways enforced and that there are still under-age juveniles coerced or
pressured into mlitary service

189. The Committee is concerned that inadequate neasures have been taken to
i mpl enent the provisions of articles 7 and 8 of the Convention, particularly
with regard to ensuring registration of births, especially anong the

i ndi genous popul ation, and that children are not systematically provided with
the necessary birth certificates and other docunents to protect and preserve
their identity.

190. The Committee is concerned at the | arge nunber of children who are not
acknow edged by their fathers and the inadequate neasures taken to force
fathers to be responsible for the welfare of their children

191. The Committee expresses its concern that although the State party has
i nposed a provisional noratoriumon intercountry adoptions pending the
approval of legislation on this subject, no | aw has yet been passed; it is
gravely concerned at alleged trafficking in children in violation of the
provi sions and principles of the Convention, particularly articles 3, 21
and 35.

192. The Committee notes that the social and econom c di sadvantages faced by
children, in particular those living in rural and certain urban areas, have
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led to various forns of exploitation of those children, including their
pl acenent as donestic servants in wealthier famlies, thus exposing themto
ill-treatnment and abuse, including sexual abuse in sonme cases.

193. While welconing the priority given by the State party to health, the
Committee expresses its concern about the high rates of infant and child

mortality, malnutrition and infectious diseases, as well as the unresolved
difficulties in providing country-wi de maternal and child health services.

194. The Committee is concerned by the absence of |arge-scale public

canpai gns for the prevention of unwanted pregnancies, STDs and H V/ Al DS
especially for children and adol escents. It is also concerned about the |ack
of sufficient reproductive health information and services for adol escents.

195. The Committee is concerned that adequate neasures have not yet been
taken to fully guarantee in practice the right of indigenous students to
education in their native | anguage, Guarani

196. The Committee expresses its concern at the phenonenon of children
wor ki ng and/or living on the street, and at the inadequate nmeasures to tackle
this issue.

197. The Committee al so expresses its concern at the preval ence of
prostitution anong children and adol escents.

198. The Committee is concerned that the State party does not have a clear
strategy to conbat the abuse and sexual exploitation of children

199. The situation in relation to the adm nistration of juvenile justice and
in particular its conpatibility with articles 37, 39 and 40 of the Convention
as well as other relevant standards such as the Beijing Rules, the Riyadh

Gui delines and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
Deprived of their Liberty, is a matter of concern to the Commttee. The
Committee remains particularly concerned, inter alia, about alleged
ill-treatment of children in detention centres. The Committee is also gravely
concerned that a significant percentage of juveniles are deprived of their
liberty for extended periods w thout being charged or brought to trial. It is
al so concerned that in at |east one nmajor detention centre, persons who have
been convicted and those awaiting trial are not housed separately.

E. Suggestions and recommendati ons

200. The Committee recomends that the conprehensive new Juvenil e Code
currently being drafted be in conformity with the principles and provisions of
the Convention and encourages the State party to finalize and adopt it in the
near future.

201. The Committee recomrends that the State party strengthen coordi nation
bet ween the various governnental bodi es and nechani sns involved in children's
rights, at both the national and local levels, with a view to devel oping a
conprehensive policy on children and ensuring effective eval uati on of

i mpl enentati on of the Convention. The Committee al so encourages the State



CRC/ C/ 66
page 33

party to pursue its efforts to strengthen the institutional framework designed
to pronote and protect human rights in general and the rights of the child in
particul ar.

202. The Committee encourages the State party to continue and strengthen its
efforts to develop a close partnership with non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) .

203. The Committee al so recommends that the State party give priority
attention to the devel opnent of a system of data collection and to the

i dentification of appropriate disaggregated indicators with a viewto
addressing all areas of the Convention and all groups of children in society.
Such nechanisnms can play a vital role in systematically nonitoring the status
of children, evaluating progress achieved and difficulties hanmpering the
realization of children's rights. They can be used as a basis for designing
programmes to inprove the situation of children, particularly the nost

di sadvant aged, including children with disabilities, the girl child, children
ill-treated and abused within the famly, in institutions or deprived of
liberty, children who are victins of sexual exploitation and children who |ive
and/or work on the street. It is further suggested that the State party
request international cooperation in this regard.

204. The Committee recomrends that the State party |l aunch a systematic

i nformati on canpai gn, for both children and adults, on the Convention on the
Ri ghts of the Child. Consideration should be given to incorporating the
Convention in the curricula of all educational institutions and appropriate
measures should be taken to facilitate access by children to information on
their rights. The Committee al so suggests that the State party direct further
efforts towards providi ng conprehensive training progranmes for professiona
groups working with and for children such as judges, |awers, magistrates, |aw
enforcenent personnel, army officials, teachers, school managers, health
personnel, social workers, officials of national or I|ocal admnistrations and
personnel of child-care institutions.

205. The Committee recomrends that the State party take fully into account
t he general principles of the Convention (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12) inits

| egislation, particularly in its new Juvenile Code, and in its policies and
progr ames.

206. In the light of articles 2, 3 and 4 of the Convention, the Commttee
recommends that priority be given in budget allocations to the realization of
t he econonmic, social and cultural rights of children, with particul ar enphasis
on health and education, and on the enjoynent of these rights by all children
i ncludi ng the nost disadvantaged. 1In this regard, the Comrttee suggests that
the authorities responsible for overall planning and budgeting be fully
involved in the activities of governnental bodies and institutions dealing
with children’ s issues, with a viewto ensuring that their decisions have a
direct and positive inmpact on the budget.

207. The Commrittee encourages the State party to enforce rigorously
| egislation on the mininmum age for recruitnent into the mlitary.
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208. The Committee further reconmends that all appropriate neasures be
undertaken, including information canpaigns, to prevent and conbat al
prevailing fornms of discrimnation against girls and mnority or indigenous
children, especially those living in rural areas, with a view, inter alia, to
pronoting their access to basic services.

209. The Committee recomrends that the State party take all appropriate

| egi sl ative, adm nistrative and other nmeasures to ensure registration of

birth, especially in mnority and indi genous comunities and comrunities in
renmote areas. The Conmittee further recommends that the State party institute
awar eness-rai si ng canpai gns anong the public, as well as anong civil servants.

210. In the spirit of articles 18 and 24, paragraph 2 (f), of the Convention,
the Committee reconmends that the State party pronote parent education and
fam |y counselling and take nmeasures to ensure adherence to the principle that
both parents have comon responsibilities for the upbringing of children

211. Follow ng the Governnent’s national canpaign to prevent abuse and
ill-treatnent of children, the Comm ttee suggests that the State party
continue to rai se awareness about this issue and systematically nonitor al
types of child abuse, including in institutions.

212. In light of article 21 of the Convention, the Committee strongly
recommends that the State party enact |egislation on adoption that is in
conformty with the principles and provisions of the Convention.

213. While welcomng the recent ratification by the State party of the Hague
Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of
Intercountry Adoption, the Committee encourages the State party to take
appropriate action to ensure the entry into force of this Convention

214. The Committee recomends that the State party take adequate neasures,
i ncl udi ng through awareness-rai sing canpai gns, to prevent the abandonnent of
children and to protect poor single nothers fromillegal networks of child
traffickers.

215. The Committee recomrends that the State party take all appropriate
nmeasures to conbat the phenonmenon of children working and/or living on the
street. Pupil retention programres and vocational training for drop-outs
shoul d be encouraged. The Comrittee al so recommends that the authorities
provi de special training to | aw enforcenment personnel to prevent the
stigmati zation, abuse and ill-treatnent of these children. Furthernore,
the Comrittee encourages the State party to consider ratification of

I LO Convention No. 138 concerning the mni mum age for enpl oynent.

216. The Committee suggests that the State party consider seeking technica
assistance to continue to inprove its efforts to make primary health care
accessible to all children and devel op a conprehensive strategy and programres
for nother and child health care. The Conmittee further suggests that the
State party pronote adol escent health by strengthening reproductive health and
fam ly planning services to prevent and conbat H V/ Al DS, other STDs and

t eenage pregnancy.
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217. The Committee recomrends that the authorities take all appropriate
measures to guarantee the full inplenentation of the right of the child to be
educated in his/her own |anguage.

218. Wth a view to preventing and conbati ng sexual abuse and exploitation of
children, in particular prostitution, the Conmttee recommends that the State
party take all appropriate neasures, including the adoption of relevant

| egislation and the fornulation of a national policy, and suggests that it
seek international assistance in this regard. It further recomrends that the
authorities pronote the inplenmentation of article 39 of the Convention by
strengthening the capacity of existing rehabilitation centres.

219. The Committee recomrends that the State party undertake a conprehensive
reformof its juvenile justice systemin the spirit of the Convention, in
particular articles 37, 39 and 40, and of other United Nations standards in
this field, such as the Beijing Rules, the Ri yadh CGuidelines and the

United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their

Li berty. Particular attention should be paid to protecting the rights of
children deprived of their liberty, inproving alternative nmeasures to

i mpri sonment and guarant eei ng due process of law. Training on the rel evant

i nternational standards should be provided for all professionals involved with
the juvenile justice system The Commttee further suggests that the State
party consi der seeking technical assistance for this purpose fromthe High
Commi ssi oner/Centre for Human Rights and the Crime Prevention and Crim nal
Justice Division of the United Nations.

220. Finally, in light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Committee recomends that the initial report and additional information
presented by the State party be made widely available to the public at |arge
and that the publication of these docunents be undertaken, along with the
rel evant summary records and the concl udi ng observati ons adopted thereon by
the Committee. Such a docunment should be widely distributed in order to
generate debate and awareness of the Convention and its inplenmentation and
monitoring within the Governnent, the Parlianent and the general public,

i ncl udi ng concerned non-governnental organizations.

Concl udi ng observations: Algeria

221. The Conmittee considered the initial report of Algeria (CRC C/ 28/ Add. 4)
at its 387th to 389th neetings (CRC/C/ SR 387 to 389) held on 29
and 30 May 1997 and adopted* the follow ng concl udi ng observations:

A. | nt r oduction

222. The Committee expresses its appreciation to the State party for the
subm ssion of its initial report as well as for the witten answers to its
list of issues (CRCCC/QALG 1). The Commttee al so expresses its satisfaction
to the State party for engaging in an open and constructive dial ogue with the
Committee. It particularly wishes to express its satisfaction at the

* At the 398th neeting, held on 6 June 1997.
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self-critical approach and it wel cones the positive response to the
suggesti ons and reconmendati ons made during the course of the discussion
However, the Conmittee regrets that, while the report provided conprehensive
i nformati on on the national legislation relating to the pronotion and
protection of the rights of the child, it failed to provide informtion on
factors and difficulties inpeding the inplenentation of the Convention and
the actual enjoynent by children of their rights.

B. Positive aspects

223. The Committee notes with appreciation that the Convention is fully

i ncorporated into donestic |law and that under article 132 of the Constitution
i nternati onal conventions are superior to donestic law. It also notes with
appreciation that the provisions of the Convention are self-executing and may
be invoked directly before the courts.

224. The Committee welconmes the initiatives taken by the Governnment, such

as the setting up of a National Human Ri ghts Observatory in 1992 and, nore
recently, of an Observatory of the Rights of the Mdther and the Child. The
Conmittee also notes with satisfaction the setting up in each wilaya of
Directorates for social action, entrusted with the task, inter alia, of
monitoring the inplenentation of policies adopted in respect of children.
Furthernore, the Conmittee wel cones the adoption, following the Wrld Summ t
for Children, of the National Plan of Action for the Survival, Protection and
Devel opnent of Children

225. The Conmittee al so wel comes the introduction in January 1997, in
cooperation with the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNI CEF), of a nationa
comuni cation programre in the sectors of health, education, social welfare,
yout h, sports, information and culture with the collaboration of information
bodi es such as the national agency for filned news, television, radio and the
press, with a viewto ensuring, inter alia, w de dissemnation of the
principles and provisions of the Convention.

226. The Committee notes with appreciation that education is free at al

| evel s, and that attendance is nearly universal. The Conmittee al so notes
with satisfaction that health services are free for all children and that a
nati onal programme of health care in schools has been devel oped.

227. The Committee notes with appreciation that, in accordance with

article 32, paragraph 2 (a), of the Convention, article 15 of Act No. 90-11
of 21 April 1990 provides that the mninmum age for enmploynent is 16, with the
only exception being apprenticeship contracts established in accordance with
the | aw.

228. The Committee notes that, in accordance with article 39 of the
Convention, steps have been taken to provide special services to assist
children who are victins of the violence prevailing in the country, in order
to pronote physical and psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration of

t hose chil dren.
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C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enent ati on of the Convention

229. The Commttee acknow edges that the severe econom ¢ and soci al
difficulties facing the country have had a negative inpact on the situation
of children. In particular, it notes that the high [evel of external debt,
the requirements of structural adjustnent programes, the high |evel of
unenpl oyment and poverty, and the existence of prejudicial traditiona
practices and custonms are anpong the factors inpeding the full enjoynent

of their rights by children

230. The Conmittee also notes that the continuing violence in Algeria
since 1992 has had a negative inpact on the inplenentation of certain
provi si ons of the Conventi on.

D. Principal subjects of concern

231. The Committee notes that Al geria has made interpretative declarations
on articles 13, 14, paragraphs 1 and 2, and articles 16 and 17, of the
Convention. In this respect, the Conmittee is of the opinion that the
concerns expressed by the State party in its declarations are duly reflected
in the relevant provisions of the Convention, and it expresses the view that
retai ning such declarations could | ead to m sunderstandi ngs about the State
party’s commtnment to inplenmenting the rights covered by these articles.

232. The Committee notes with concern that inadequate neasures have been
taken by the State party to harnonize national legislation with the principles
and provisions of the Convention. The Conmmttee notes in particular that the
Fam |y Code currently in force in Al geria does not adequately address all the
rights recognized in the Convention. The Committee also notes with concern
that the |l egal provisions relating to the protection and pronotion of the
rights of the child are scattered throughout donestic |aws, making it
difficult to assess the actual legal franmework in the field of children’s
rights.

233. The Committee, while noting with appreciation the exi stence of various
government bodi es responsible for the welfare of children at the nationa

and local levels, regrets the inadequate coordi nati on anong these bodies

in promoting and protecting the rights of the child and devel oping a
conprehensi ve approach to the inplenentation of the Convention

234. Although acknow edging that efforts have been nade to pronpte awareness
of the provisions of the Convention in schools, the Conmttee remains
concerned that insufficient steps have been taken to date to pronote awareness
and understandi ng of the principles and provisions of the Convention anong
both children and adults. The Committee is particularly concerned that the
training on children’s rights provided to nenbers of the police and security
forces and other |aw enforcenent officials, judicial personnel, teachers at

all levels of education, social workers and nedi cal personnel is insufficient
and unsystenati c.

235. The Committee is concerned that no adequate nmeasures have been taken for
the systematic collection of disaggregated quantitative and qualitative data
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on the areas covered by the Convention in relation to all groups of children
in order to eval uate progress achi eved and assess the inpact of policies
adopted with respect to children

236. The Committee notes with concern that the principles of the best
interests of the child, respect for the views of the child, and his or her

right to participate in famly, school and social life are not fully reflected
in donmestic legislation or inplenmented in practice. 1In this respect, the
Committee regrets that the main thrust of the Convention, i.e. children as

subjects of their own rights, is not adequately reflected in Algerian

| egislation. The Committee notes with concern that while articles 117 and 124
of the Fam |y Code provide that children with discernnent are consulted in
matters concerning them article 43 of the Civil Code does not recognize

di scernnent for children under 16. Furthernore, the Conmttee expresses its
concern at the lack of specific nechanisns to register and address conpl aints
fromchildren concerning violations of their rights under the [aw and the
Conventi on.

237. The Committee expresses its concern at the existence of discrimnatory
attitudes towards girls and children born out of wedl ock anmong sone groups
wi thin the popul ation.

238. Wth regard to the inplenentation of article 4 of the Convention, the
Committee notes the | ack of adequate |egislative, admnistrative and ot her
measures to ensure the full inplementation of children’s economc, socia

and cultural rights to the maxi numextent of the State party’'s avail able
resources, in particular for the nost vul nerable children, including girls,
children with disabilities, abandoned children, children born out of wedl ock
children fromsingle-parent famlies, children victins of abuse and/or

expl oitation, and nomadi ¢ and refugee children

239. The Committee notes with concern the absence of specific and adequate
regul ati ons governing the registration of children, in accordance with
article 7, paragraph 1, of the Convention, who are nenbers of nomadi c groups.

240. The Conmittee notes with deep concern that the |law applicable in the
case of rape of a m nor excuses the perpetrator of the crime from pena
prosecution if he is prepared to marry his victim Furthernore, in order to
legitim ze cel ebration of marriage which woul d ot herwi se contravene the |aw,
article 7 of the Algerian Fanily Code allows the judge to |l ower the age for
marriage if the victimis a mnor.

241. The Comrittee is concerned at the | ack of appropriate nmeasures to conbat
and prevent ill-treatnment and abuse within the fanmly, and at the |ack of
information on this matter. The Committee is further concerned that

di sci plinary nmeasures in schools often involve corporal punishment, although
it is prohibited by |aw

242. The Comrittee notes with regret the lack of information on the situation
of refugee children in Algeria, especially with reference to their access to
heal th care and education, as provided for by article 22, paragraph 1, of the
Conventi on.
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243. The Conmittee expresses regret at the lack of information on progranmes
of education and health-care services, in accordance with article 30 of the
Convention, for nomadic children

244, The Comrittee notes with concern the inadequacy of the nmechanisnms to
nonitor the inplenentation of Act No. 90-11 of 21 April 1990, regulating the
enpl oynment of mnors in the private and agricultural sectors.

245. VWhile noting that the donestic |legal texts governing the admnistration
of juvenile justice take into account the principles and provisions of

the Convention, the Conmittee regrets the lack of information on the

i mpl enentati on of these texts and on the actual enjoynent of their rights

by children involved with the adm nistration of juvenile justice.

246. The Committee notes with concern that, under article 249 of the Code

of Crimnal Procedure, children between 16 and 18 suspected of terrorist or
subversive activities are tried in crimnal court as adults. The Conmttee
takes note of article 50 of the Crimnal Code, which prohibits the sentencing
of a mnor to capital punishnent or life inprisonnent, the Cormittee regrets
that it remains unclear whether the | egal reginme applicable to those mnors
with respect to trial proceedings and the execution of the sentence is that
applicable to mnors or to adults.

247. The Committee notes with concern the |lack of preventive nmeasures to
address the effects of violence on children. It notes in particular that the
nunber of orphans has recently risen as a direct consequence of violence, and
that no specific neasures seemto have been adopted to address the problem

E. Suggestions and recommendations

248. The Commttee suggests that the State party consider reviewing its
interpretative declarations with a viewto withdrawing them in the spirit
of the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action

249. The Committee recomrends that the State party bring existing |egislation
into line with the principles and provisions of the Convention, and that it
consider the possibility of enacting a conprehensive code for children

250. The Committee recommends that further steps be taken by the State party
to strengthen coordinati on between the various government bodies involved in
children's rights, at both national and |local |evels, and that greater efforts
be made to ensure cl oser cooperation w th non-governnental organizations
working in the field of human and children’s rights.

251. The Committee reconmends that greater efforts be nade to ensure that the
provi sions of the Convention are w dely known and understood by both adults
and children. The Committee al so recommends that systematic training and
retraining progranmes on the rights of the child be organized for professiona
groups working with and for children, such as judges, |awers, nagistrates,

| aw enforcenent personnel, army officials, teachers, school managers, health
personnel, social workers, officials of central or local admnistrations and
personnel of child-care institutions.
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252. The Committee al so recommends that the system of data coll ection

be reviewed, with a viewto incorporating all the areas covered by the
Convention. Such a system should include all children, with specific enphasis
on vul nerable children and children in especially difficult circunstances.
Adequat e di saggregated data should be gathered and anal ysed in order to assess
progress achieved in the realization of children's rights and to help define
policies to be adopted to better inplenent the provisions of the Convention
Wth respect to the latter issue, the Commttee recomends that further
studi es and fol |l owup surveys on vul nerabl e groups of children be initiated
and that the State party consider requesting technical assistance fromthe
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNI CEF).

253. The Conmittee recommends that further efforts be nmade to ensure that
national |laws conformfully with the Convention, having due regard to the best
interests of the child, non-discrimnation, the respect for the views of the
child and his or her right to participate in famly, school and socia

life, and the right of the child to life, survival and devel oprent.

Awar eness-rai si ng campai gns shoul d be |l aunched, in particular anmpng children
parents and professionals working with and for children, on the need for

i ncreased attention to these principles. In this regard, the Commttee
suggests setting up an independent nechani sm such as an Orbudsperson for
Children responsible for receiving and acting on conplaints fromchildren

of violations of their rights under the | aw and the Convention

254. In light of article 4 of the Convention, the Comrmittee reconmmends t hat
priority be given in budget allocations to the realization of the econom c
soci al and cultural rights of children, with particul ar enphasis on the

enj oynent of these rights by disadvantaged chil dren

255. The Committee recomrends that special attention be given to the problens
of ill-treatnment and abuse, including sexual abuse, of children within the
famly and corporal punishnment in schools, and stresses the need for

i nformati on and education canpai gns to prevent and conbat the use of any form
of physical or nental violence on children, in accordance with article 19 of
the Convention. The Comrittee al so suggests that conprehensive studies on
these problens be initiated in order to understand them better and to
facilitate the el aboration of policies and progranmes, including
rehabilitation progranmes, to conbat them effectively.

256. The Committee recomrends that all necessary nmeasures be adopted to
ensure the immedi ate registration of the birth of nomadi c chil dren.

257. The Committee recomrends that further steps be taken to ensure that
nomadi ¢ chil dren have access to education and health-care services through a
system of specifically targeted education and health-care schenes which wll
allow these children to enjoy their right, in community with other menbers
of their group, to their own culture, as stipulated in article 30 of the
Conventi on.

258. The Conmittee recommends that further attention be paid to the ful
realization of the rights of refugee children under article 22 of the
Conventi on.
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259. The Committee further reconmends that all necessary neasures be adopted
to monitor the inplenmentation of Act No. 90-11 of 21 April 1990, in particular
in the private and agricultural sectors of the econony, through strengthening
exi sting inspection nechanisns.

260. Wth respect to the adm nistration of juvenile justice, the Commttee
draws the attention of the State party to articles 37, 39 and 40 of the
Convention, as well as to relevant United Nations standards such as the
Beijing Rules, the Ri yadh CGuidelines and the United Nations Rules for the
Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty. The Conmittee recomends
in particular that in the inplenentation of special rules and regul ations
relating to terrorist and subversive activities, special attention be given to
the inmplementation of articles 37 (a), (c) and (d), and 40, paragraph 3, of

t he Conventi on.

261. The Committee reconmmends that appropriate nmeasures be adopted with

a viewto preventing to the nmaxi num possi bl e extent the negative inpact of
prevailing violence, through education and information canpaigns in schools
on peaceful cohabitation and peaceful resolution of conflicts. It also
recommends that steps be taken to address the specific problemof the rising
nunber of children orphaned by this violence.

262. Finally, the Coomittee recomends that, in light of article 44,

par agraph 6, of the Convention, the initial report and witten replies
presented by the State party be made widely available to the public at |arge
and that the publication of the report be considered, along with the rel evant
summary records and the concludi ng observati ons adopted thereon by the
Conmittee. Such a docunent should be widely distributed in order to generate
debate and awareness of the Convention and its inplenentati on and nonitoring
within the Government, the Parliament and the general public, including
concer ned non-governnental organizations.

Concl udi ng observations: Azerbaijan

263. The Conmittee considered the initial report of Azerbaijan
(CRC/C/ 11/ Add. 8) at its 390th to 392nd neetings (CRC/ C/ SR 390-392), held
on 2 and 3 June 1997 and adopted* the follow ng concludi ng observati ons:

A. | nt r oduction

264. The Committee notes with appreciation the subm ssion of the initial
report, the witten answers to the list of issues (CRC/C QAZER/ 1) as well as
the dialogue held with the State party. Wiile the Committee expresses its
satisfaction at the additional information provided by the State party in the
course of the dialogue, it nevertheless regrets that the initial report did
not follow the guidelines provided by the Conmittee and therefore information
on several areas relating to the daily life of children in Azerbaijan was not
i ncluded in the docunent.

* At the 398th neeting, held on 6 June 1997.
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B. Positive aspects

265. The Committee notes with satisfaction that the State party is
currently carrying out a conprehensive law reform It also notes the recent
establ i shnment of the Comm ssion on Mnors' Affairs under the Cabinet of

M ni sters of Azerbaijan and of a Human Ri ghts Conmission in the Parliament.

266. The Committee notes with appreciation the steps taken by the State party
to publicize the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

267. The Committee wel comes the energence of non-governmental organizations
and the gradual steps to enhance cooperation between them and the Governnent.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enent ati on of the Convention

268. The Conmittee recogni zes the serious difficulties faced by the State
party in inmplementing the provisions of the Convention. It notes that the
State party's transition to a narket-oriented econony has had a serious inpact
on the population, in particular on all vul nerable groups, including children

269. The Committee al so notes the major problens experienced as a consequence
of the armed conflict, which has inposed serious hardships on the entire
popul ati on, including heavy casualties, |ong-Ilasting physical, enotional and
psychol ogi cal effects, and the disruption of sonme basic services. It takes
particul ar note of the unknown nunmber of children who have suffered the nost
fundamental violations of their right to |life, and of the existence of a |large
popul ati on of refugees and di spl aced persons, who are being attended to by

i nternational aid.

D. Principal subjects of concern

270. \While acknow edging the efforts undertaken by the State party to adopt
a new Act on the rights of the child, the Conmttee remains concerned that at
present there is no conprehensive |egislation that pronpotes and protects the
rights of the child as stipulated by the Convention

271. The Comrittee is concerned that the State party has not yet adopted a
conprehensive policy to pronote and protect the rights of the child. The
absence of a National Plan of Action is also a matter of concern

272. The Conmittee is concerned at the absence of a coordinating body for
issues relating to children, which results in insufficient coordination anong
various governnental bodies and nechani snms, as well as between the nationa

and | ocal authorities, in the inplenmentation of policies for the pronmotion and
protection of the rights of the child.

273. Insufficient attention has been paid by the authorities to the
col l ection of systematic and conprehensive data and the identification of
appropriate indicators and nonitoring nmechanisnms in all areas covered by the
Convention. Disaggregated data and appropriate indicators seemto be | acking
to assess the situation of children, especially those who are victins of
abuse, ill-treatnment or child | abour or are involved with the adm nistration
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of juvenile justice, as well as refugee and internally displaced children
children of single-parent famlies, children in rural and renote areas,
abandoned, institutionalized and disabled children, and children who are
living and/or working on the street. Finally, the Conmttee expresses its
concern that no independent nonitoring nechanismexists in relation to
children's rights.

274. Wth regard to the inplenentation of article 4 of the Convention and
taking into account the reallocation of resources since the beginning of the
armed conflict in 1990, as well as the inpact of the transition to a nmarket
econony, the Conmittee notes with concern the inadequacy of mnmeasures to ensure
the full inplenentation of children's econom c, social and cultural rights to
t he maxi mum extent of available resources. The Committee is particularly
concerned at the insufficient neasures and programres for the protection of
the rights of the nost vul nerable children

275. \Whil e acknow edging the efforts undertaken by the State party to raise
awar eness about the principles and provisions of the Convention anong both
adults and children, the Cormittee remmi ns concerned that government officials
and the general public have not yet been sensitized to the rights of the
chi | d.

276. The Conmittee is concerned that in the State party the child is stil
often perceived as a person not fully entitled to rights. In this regard,
it notes that professionals and personnel working with and for children

i ncludi ng judges, |awers, magistrates, |aw enforcenment personnel, mlitary
officials, teachers, school nanagers, health personnel, social workers,
officials of national or |ocal admnistrations and personnel of child-care
institutions, lack sufficient know edge about the Convention and other

rel evant international instrunments relating to the rights of the child.

277. The Committee wishes to express its general concern that the State party
does not appear to have fully taken into account the provisions of the
Convention, especially its general principles, as reflected in its articles 2
(non-discrimnation), 3 (best interests of the child), 6 (right to life,
survival and devel opnent) and 12 (respect for the views of the child), inits
legislation, its admnistrative and its judicial decisions, as well as in its
policies and progranmes relevant to children.

278. The Committee is concerned that |egislative provisions relating to the
definition of the child are not in conformty with the principles and spirit
of the Convention. It is particularly concerned by the disparities in the
marri age ages for boys and girls and between the age of end of compul sory
schooling and the m ninum age for enploynent.

279. In light of article 17 of the Convention, the Comrittee is concerned
about the lack of legislative and other types of neasures to protect children
from harnful information.

280. The Conmittee notes with concern that the general principles of the
Convention, especially article 3, are not sufficiently taken into account
with regard to the decision-making process, which may result in the
institutionalization of children. The Committee is al so concerned that
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alternative neasures to institutionalization, as well as article 25 of the
Convention recognizing the right to periodic review of placenent, are not
sufficiently taken into consideration

281. The Committee is concerned about the inadequate support given to
famlies living below the poverty line as well as to single-parent famlies.

282. Wth a viewto fully protecting the rights of adopted children and in
light of article 21 of the Convention, the Conmittee is concerned about the
| ack of comprehensive legislation on adoption and at the fact that
intercountry adoption seens not to be a neasure of last resort.

283. The Committee is deeply concerned about the consequences of arned
conflict on famlies, in particular the energence of a popul ation of
unacconpani ed chil dren, orphans and abandoned chil dren

284. The Committee is concerned about the lack of information about
ill-treatnment and abuse of children within the famly. The Committee is
equal |y concerned about the |ack of information on youth suicides and
acci dents.

285. \While welcoming the fact that the State party has recently rel eased a
study on children working and/or living on the street, the recent increase in
the nunber of such children is a matter of concern. The Commttee al so
expresses its serious concern at the increase in the nunber of child
prostitutes, and that the State party does not have a clear strategy to combat
t he abuse and sexual exploitation of children

286. The Committee is gravely concerned about the general health situation of
children, in particular with regard to the rise in the infant, child and
maternal nortality rates, the decline of breastfeeding, the increase in the
nunber of unwanted pregnancies, nutrition and iodi ne deficiencies, substance
abuse, and the negative inpact of environnmental pollution.

287. The Committee is seriously concerned about the inpact of arned conflict
on education, and at the lack of nmeasures to inplement progranmes to reduce
the drop-out rate.

288. The Conmittee is concerned at the substantial nunber of refugees and
internally displaced persons resulting fromthe arned conflict since 1990,
especially children, many of whom have been living in tents for three years.
These children do not always have equal access to basic services, especially
heal t h, education and soci al services.

289. In light of article 39 of the Convention, the Conmittee is seriously
concerned about the inadequate neasures for the physical, psychol ogical and
soci al rehabilitation of children affected and traumatized by arned conflict.

290. The Conmittee expressed its concern about the adm nistration of juvenile
justice and in particular its conpatibility with articles 37, 39 and 40 of the
Convention, as well as other relevant standards such as the Beijing Rules, the
Ri yadh Cuidelines and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
Deprived of Their Liberty. The Comrittee renmins particularly concerned,
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inter alia, about the lack of respect for the rights of the child in
“corrective | abour institutions”, the lack of an appropriate nonitoring system
for all types of detention centres and the inadequacy of alternative measures
to inprisonment.

E. Suggestions and recommendations

291. The Committee reconmends that the State party harnonize its |egislation
relating to children with the principles and provisions of the Convention by
adopting its draft Act on the Rights of the Child.

292. The Commttee suggests that the State party adopt a conprehensive
national policy on children as well as a National Plan of Action

293. The Committee recomrends that the State party strengthen coordi nation
anong the various governnental bodies and mechani snms involved in children's
rights, at both the national and local levels. The Committee al so encourages
the State party to pursue its efforts to strengthen the institutiona

framewor k designed to pronote and protect human rights in general and the
rights of the child in particular. It encourages the State party to cooperate
closely with non-governnental organizations.

294. The Committee al so recommends that the State party give priority to the
devel opnent of a system of data collection and to the identification of
appropriate disaggregated indicators with a view to addressing all areas of

t he Convention and all groups of children. Such nechanisns can play a vita
role in monitoring the status of children, assessing the progress achi eved and
evaluating the difficulties hanpering the realization of children's rights.
They can be used as a basis for designing programmes to inprove the situation
of children, particularly the npst disadvantaged children, including children
with disabilities, refugee and internally displaced children, children
ill-treated and abused within the famly and in institutions or deprived of
liberty, children who are victins of sexual exploitation and children who |ive
and/or work on the street. It is suggested that the State party request

i nternational cooperation in this regard. The Comittee further recomends
that an i ndependent nonitoring body be established, such as an onmbudsperson or
a children's rights comm ssioner, to address children’s rights violations
adequatel y.

295. In the light of articles 2, 3 and 4 of the Convention, the Conmmttee
recommends that priority be given in budget allocations to the realization of
t he econonmic, social and cultural rights of children, with particul ar enphasis
on health and education, and on the enjoynment of these rights by the npst

di sadvantaged children. 1In this regard, the Comrittee suggests that the
authorities responsible for overall planning and budgeting continue to be
fully involved in all decision-making processes, so as to ensure that their
deci sions have a direct and positive inpact on the budget.

296. The Committee further reconmends that all appropriate nmeasures be
undertaken to integrate children with disabilities into mainstream education

297. It is the Committee's view that further efforts nust be undertaken to
ensure that the general principles of the Convention, in particular articles 3
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and 12, not only guide policy discussions and fornul ati on and deci si on- maki ng,
but also are appropriately integrated into any judicial and adm nistrative
decisions and in the devel opnent and inplenmentation of all projects,
programes and servi ces which have an inmpact on children

298. The Committee recomrends that the State party |l aunch an information
canpai gn, for both children and adults, on the Convention on the Rights of the
Child to enable children to fully exercise their rights. Consideration should
be given to the incorporation of the Convention in the curricula of

educational institutions and appropriate neasures should be taken to
facilitate access by children to information on their rights. The Conmttee
al so suggests that the State party direct further efforts towards devel opnent
of conmprehensive training programes for professional groups working with and
for children such as judges, |awers, mmgistrates, |aw enforcenent personnel
mlitary officials, teachers, school managers, health personnel, socia

wor kers, officials of national or |ocal adm nistrations and personnel of
child-care institutions.

299. Wth a viewto harnonizing the definition of the child with the
Convention, the Comrittee reconmends that the mnimum age for marriage be the
same for girls and boys and that the age of end of conmpul sory education be the
same as the m ni num age for enpl oynent.

300. The Committee recomrends that the State party take all appropriate
| egal, adm nistrative and other neasures to protect children from harnfu
i nformation, including in the audio-visual media and in nmedia using new
t echnol ogi es.

301. In light of the principle of the best interests of the child, the
Committee recomends that the authorities work to devel op alternative nmeasures
to institutionalization, such as foster care. It also reconmmends that the
right of the child to periodic review of placenent be systematically enforced.

302. The Committee recomends that new and creative policies and programres
be considered to adequately support vulnerable famlies, particularly those
living in poverty or single-parent famlies. The status of famlies
accomodat i ng refugee or displaced children should be regularized.

303. The Committee strongly recommends that the |egislation on adoption be
brought into conformity with the provisions of article 21 and other rel ated
articles of the Convention. It further suggests that the State party consider
rati fying the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in
Respect of Intercountry Adoption

304. Wth the viewto facilitating fam |y reunification, the Comttee
recommends that the authorities set up a central agency to trace unacconpani ed
children; appropriate nmeasures should also be taken to protect the rights of
or phans and abandoned chil dren

305. The Committee suggests that the State party undertake a conprehensive
study of child abuse, including sexual abuse, and ill-treatnment in the famly,
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as well as a study on youth suicide. The Committee al so reconmends that
adequat e programmes be designed and adopted to prevent sexual abuse and
exploitation of children, especially child prostitution

306. The Committee recomends that the State party adopt a strategy to tackle
the problem of children working and/or living on the street. It further
suggests that informal education progranmres be pronoted.

307. In view of the critical situation in the field of health, the Commttee
recommends that the State party adopt a conprehensive national policy to
pronote and advance the health of children and nmothers. The Conmittee
suggests that particular attention be given to the inpact of environnenta
pollution and that a study be undertaken on this subject. Internationa
cooperation in this field should be a priority.

308. The Committee recomrends that pupil retention programes be pronoted.
In light of article 29 (d), the Cormittee recomrends that education on
conflict resolution and education for peace, tolerance and friendship anong
all people be prompted in all schools.

309. The Commttee reconmends that special attention be directed to refugee
and internally displaced children to ensure that they have equal access to
basic facilities.

310. The Conmittee strongly reconmends that the State party take al
appropriate nmeasures, including through international cooperation, if
necessary, to address the physical, psychol ogical and social reintegration
needs of children affected by the arned conflict and related types of

vi ol ence.

311. The Committee recomends that the State party consider undertaking a
conprehensive reformof the juvenile justice systemin the spirit of the
Convention, in particular articles 37, 39 and 40, and of other United Nations
standards in this field, such as the Beijing Rules, the Riyadh Guidelines and
the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of Their

Li berty. Particular attention should be paid to protecting the rights of
children deprived of their liberty, especially those living in “corrective

| abour institutions”, to the establishnent of an appropriate and i ndependent
nmoni t ori ng nechani sm and to the inprovenent of the quality and adequacy

of alternative neasures to inprisonnment. Training on the relevant

i nternational standards should be organized for all professionals involved
with the juvenile justice system The Conmittee further suggests that the
State party consider seeking technical assistance for this purpose fromthe
Hi gh Commi ssi oner/Centre for Human Rights and the Crime Prevention and
Crimnal Justice Division of the United Nations.

312. Finally, in light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Conmittee recommends that the initial report and witten replies presented by
the State party be made widely available to the public at |arge and that the
publication of the report be considered, along with the rel evant summary
records and the concludi ng observati ons adopted thereon by the Committee.
Such a docunent should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and
awar eness of the Convention and its inplenentation and nonitoring within the
Governnent, the Parlianent and the general public, including concerned

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons.



CRC/ C/ 66
page 48

I11. OVERVIEW OF THE OTHER ACTIVITIES OF THE COW TTEE

A. Review of devel opnents relevant to the
work of the Committee

313. During the session, the Conmttee was inforned by one of its nenbers,
M's. Judith Karp, about a neeting, in which she had participated, of a group
of experts to develop a progranme of action to prompte the effective use and
application of international standards and norms in juvenile justice, which
had taken place on 23-25 February 1997 in Vienna. The neeting was held
pursuant to resolution 1996/13 of the Econom ¢ and Social Council and with the
cooperation of the Austrian Governnent and the Crime Prevention and Crim nal
Justice Division. The group of experts devel oped a draft progranme ai ned at
provi ding a franmework

(a) To i npl enent the Convention on the Rights of the Child and ot her
related international instrunents with regard to the adm ni stration of
juvenile justice;

(b) To facilitate assistance to States parties for the effective
i mpl enentati on of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and rel ated
i nstruments;

(c) To i nprove cooperation between United Nations organizations,
speci al i zed agenci es, Governments, non-governnental organizations and nenbers
of the civil society in order to ensure effective inplenmentation

314. The draft programre includes, anong other things, a proposal to
establish a coordinating panel on technical advice and assistance in juvenile
justice, which will consist of representatives of the Commttee on the Rights
of the Child, the High Conm ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts, the Crine
Prevention and Crim nal Justice Division, UNICEF, UNDP and ot her rel evant
United Nations organizations and specialized agencies, as well as other

i nterested intergovernnmental and non-governmental organizations which are

i nvol ved with the provision of technical advice and assistance. The pane
will act upon a strategy to be devel oped and will coordinate the delivery of

i nternational advisory services and technical assistance to States parties to
t he Conventi on.

315. Ms. Karp had al so participated, on behalf of the Cormittee, in a
conference held in the Swedish Parliament in Stockhol mon 28-29 May 1997. The
subj ect of the conference was “The best interests of the child in the European
Union and the political and |l egal status of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child in the European Union”. The Conference was organi zed by the Swedi sh
Net wor k of Parlianentarians for Children’s Ri ghts, Radda Barnen/ Swedi sh Save
the Children and Euronet Children’s Rights and Protection Network of NGOs in

t he European Union. The aimof the Conference was to highlight the rights of
the child in Europe. The outconme of the Conference was the Stockholm

Decl aration of 19 May 1997

316. Ms. Marilia Sardenberg, another Comrittee nenber, who had represented
the Comrittee at the International Conference on the Modst Intol erable Forms of
Child Labour, held in Amsterdam on 26-27 February 1997, inforned the Commttee
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about the ains of the Conference, which was organized by the Governnment of the
Net herl ands in cooperation with the ILO and the International Programre for
the Elimnation of Child Labour (IPEC), as part of the current preparatory
process aimng at the adoption, in the near future, of new standards in the
area of child |abour.

B. Cooperation with United Nations and other
conpet ent bodi es

317. At its 386th neeting, the Committee held a neeting with United Nations
bodi es and specialized agencies as well as other conpetent bodies in the
framework of its ongoing dialogue and interaction with these bodies in the
light of article 45 of the Convention. Representatives from UNI CEF, UNHCR
ILO, including I PEC, WHO and the NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of
the Child participated in the discussion

318. The spirit of cooperation built around the Convention on the Ri ghts of
the Child was underlined by all participants, and it was recogni zed that the
Convention and its inplenmentation nmechani sm provi ded an opportunity for

devel oping a holistic approach to the rights of the child and

mul ti-disciplinary action in favour of children at the international and
national |evels. The preparatory process, joint activities and foll ow up
measures relating to the Wrld Congress Against the Conmercial Sexua
Exploitation of Children held last year in Stockholm and to the study by
Ms. Gaca Machel on the inpact of armed conflict on children, as well as the
I nternational Conference on Child Labour to be held in October 1997 in Gslo
and its preparatory process, were referred to as clear illustrations of the
solidarity and partnership between the various actors involved in the

i mpl enentation of the rights of the child. Reference was also nade to the
val uabl e i nput of contributions and subm ssions by the Cormittee’s partners
whi ch enabled the Committee to better assess the concrete situation in States
parties and helped it in identifying priority areas for action. The inportant
role of the concluding observations adopted followi ng the exam nation of
States parties’ reports and their inpact on activities and progranes at the
nati onal |evel was al so stressed.

319. The representative of UNHCR nentioned the inportance attached within the
UNHCR to children’s issues, illustrated by the devel opment of specific
guidelines for the protection and care of children, including those concerning
unacconpani ed mnors, as well as the creation of two posts with a viewto
creating awareness of children’s issues and encouragi ng consi deration of
children’s concerns within UNHCR, nanely the Seni or Coordinator for Refugee
Children and the Legal Adviser, Refugee Wnen and Chil dren

320. The representative of UNI CEF recalled the UNI CEF M ssion Statenment which
explicitly states that the work of UNICEF is to be guided by the principles
and standards contained in the Convention, and nentioned various recent

devel opnents illustrating this shift in UNICEF s approach to working for
children, including the review of UNICEF s policies and strategies on children
in need of special protection, and the el aboration of a resource guide for

UNI CEF staff on reporting to the Conmttee on the Rights of the Child.
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321. The representative of ILOreferred to the main aspects of the
cooperation between ILO and the Conmittee, and stressed the inportance given
by the ILO, both at headquarters and in its regional and country offices, to
the work of the Committee. The inportance of continuing to cooperate closely
with ILOin the process of setting new standards in the area of child | abour
was al so recalled. The Committee was al so inforned about the activities of
the International Progranmme on the Elimnation of Child |abour, which had
concl uded nenoranda of understanding with 26 Governnents with a viewto
hel pi ng countries develop their national capacity to adopt and i npl ement
policies and progranmes aimng at the elimnation of child |abour

322. The representative of WHO provi ded information on various child-rel ated
programes within the organi zation, including in the areas of maternal and
child health, adol escent health, substance abuse and nutrition. He referred
to ongoi ng cooperation with other partners, including UNICEF, ILO and the
Wor |l d Bank, in devel oping and inplenenting such programres and providing
techni cal support for the devel opnent of a conprehensive approach to health
services for children, in the spirit of the Convention.

323. The representative of the NGO Goup for the Rights of the Child recalled
the main ainms of the G oup, including awareness-raising about the Convention
on the Rights of the Child and its inplenentation process, and the Goup's
contribution to the drawing up of reconmendati ons, policies and strategies for
the full inplenentation of the Convention. The discussions with the G oup
were further pursued in an informal mneeting during which nore information was
provided to the Cormittee about the activities and programres of the G oup
including its thematic sub-groups.

324. During the session, the Cormittee also held a neeting with
representatives fromthe H gh Commr ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts who
informed the Conmittee about the main activities devel oped within the

United Nations human rights programre which were relevant to the rights of the
child. In this connection, nmention was made of relevant activities which had
occurred during the fifty-third session of the Comr ssion on Hunman Ri ghts as
wel | as recent developnments in other treaty-nonitoring bodies and in
extra-conventional procedures including thematic and geographi ¢ mandat es of
Speci al Rapporteurs and working groups. The Comrittee was al so i nforned of
the results of the npbst recent sessions of the two working groups of the

Commi ssion on Human Rights on the two draft optional protocols to the
Convention, respectively on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
por nography and on the involvenent of children in arned conflict. Reference
was al so made to the Progranmes of Action for the Prevention of the Sal e of
Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, for the Elimnation of the
Expl oitation of Child Labour adopted by the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts and the
Programe of Action for the Prevention of Traffic in Persons and the
Exploitation of the Prostitution of OQthers adopted by the Sub-Commi ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities. The role of the
Sub- Commi ssion and its Working Goup on Contenporary Fornms of Slavery was al so
di scussed. The Committee was also infornmed of recent devel opnents in the area
of technical advice and assistance, including the integration of specific
chapters on children into various training manhuals. During these discussions,
the need to pursue cooperation between the Conmittee and these various
mechani sms on a regular and systematic basis and the inmportance of taking the
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Convention on the Rights of the Child into consideration in the framework of
all human rights nechanisns and activities within the United Nations human
rights progranme was stressed.

325. The Conmittee also held an informal exchange of views with

M. Vitit Muntarbhorn, who informed the nmenbers about two studies to be
undertaken in the franework of the followup to the Wrld Congress Agai nst
Commerci al Sexual Exploitation of Children (1996) for which he had been
mandated by UNI CEF. The first was a conprehensive study on the inplenmentation
of existing extraterritorial laws enabling States to take | egal action against
their residents in cases of sexual abuse of children comm tted abroad. The
second study will focus on the jurisprudence of the Comrittee on the Ri ghts of
the Child in relation to sexual abuse and exploitation and its interpretation
of article 34 and other related articles of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child since the Conmittee began reviewing States parties' reports in 1993.

326. The Conmittee also held an informal nmeeting with Ms. Rachel Hodgkin and
M. Peter Newell, who infornmed the Committee about the present status of the

| mpl ement ati on Handbook on the Convention on the Rights of the Child

conmi ssioned by UNI CEF. The Handbook ains at encouragi ng the inplenmentation
of the Convention and seeks to describe its practical inplications for those

i nvol ved, at the national level, in planning and executing policies and
programmes for children. The draft was at present being reviewed through a

wi de consultation process and was schedul ed for publication by the end of

1997.

C. Followup to the general discussion
on “The child and the nedia”

327. At its thirteenth session the Conmittee devoted a day of genera

di scussion, on 7 October 1996, to the topic “The child and the nedia”. The
Conmittee had identified three main areas for consideration, namely

encour agenent of the active participation of children in the nedia, the
protection of the child fromharnful influences through the nmedia and ways to
i nprove the image of the child through nmedia reporting. On the basis of the
di scussions 12 main recommendati ons were fornul ated by the Rapporteur for the
themati c day, M. Thomas Hammarberg. (For the report on the genera

di scussion, see CRC/C/ 57, paras. 242-257.) In view of the various
contributions made and the inportance of the issues considered, the Commttee
felt that there was a need to ensure followup to the general discussion and
to constitute for this purpose a working group including representatives of
the Conmittee, UNESCO UN CEF, the Hi gh Conm ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts
and the Departnment of Public Information of the United Nations, the

I nternational Federation of Journalists and non-governnmental organizations.

It was requested that the working group should consider, in particular
constructive ways to follow up the 12 recommendati ons and ot her proposals made
during the discussion. The Comittee decided to authorize M. Hammarberg to
represent it on the working group and to initiate its convening. The

first session of the working group was convened on 14 April 1997 at UNESCO
headquarters in Paris. The report of this nmeeting is contained in annex |V.
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D. Future thematic debate on the rights of
children with disabilities

328. At its fourteenth session, the Cormittee had decided to devote its next
day of general discussion to the topic “The rights of children with
disabilities”. It had further decided to organize the thematic discussion on
6 October 1997 at the United Nations Ofice at Geneva and to establish a
wor ki ng group, conmposed of Ms. Karp, M. Kolosov and Ms. Mason, to prepare an
outline for the discussion

329. At the present session, the Conmttee held a discussion on the subject,
with the participation of relevant NGOs actively involved in the preparatory
work for the thematic day. The Committee recalled that the selection of this
theme day represented a good opportunity to challenge the traditiona
invisibility of children with disabilities, and could provide a high-profile
focus to the right to social inclusion, and the right not to be discrimnated
agai nst on the grounds of disability. Such a discussion day could contribute
to raising awareness about the need to fill the gap between the principles and
standards enbodied in the Convention and the day-to-day realities of the lives
of many children with disabilities. The Comittee decided to organize the

di scussion day around the following three main topics: the right of children
with disabilities to |life and devel opnent; self-representation and
participation of children with disabilities; and the entitlement of such
children to inclusive education. It adopted the outline identifying the main
i ssues to be raised during the debate (see annex V), with a viewto |later
sending it to relevant United Nations bodi es, specialized agencies and

non- gover nment al organi zations together with an invitation to participate in

t he di scussi on day.
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V. DRAFT PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA FOR THE SI XTEENTH SESSI ON

330. The following is the draft provisional agenda for the sixteenth session
of the Conmittee:

1. Adoption of the agenda.
2. Organi zational and other matters.
3. Submi ssion of reports by States parties in accordance with

article 44 of the Convention

4. Consi deration of reports of States parties.

5. Revi ew of devel opnents relevant to the work of the Conmittee.

6. General discussion on “The rights of children with disabilities”.
7. Cooperation with other United Nations bodies, specialized agencies

and ot her conpetent bodies.
8. Met hods of work of the Conmittee.
9. Future neetings of the Conmttee.

10. O her matters.

V. ADOPTI ON OF THE REPORT

331. At its 398th meeting, held on 6 June 1997, the Conmittee adopted the
draft report on its fifteenth session
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Annex |
STATES WHI CH HAVE RATI FI ED OR ACCEDED TO THE CONVENTI ON ON
THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD AS AT 6 JUNE 1997 (191)
States Date of signature Date of receipt of Date of entry
i nstrunment of into force
ratification/
accession a/
Af ghani st an 27 Septenber 1990 28 March 1994 27 April 1994
Al bani a 26 January 1990 27 February 1992 28 March 1992
Al geria 26 January 1990 16 April 1993 16 May 1993
Andorra 2 Cctober 1995 2 January 1996 1 February 1996
Angol a 14 February 1990 5 Decenber 1990 4 January 1991
Anti gua and
Bar buda 12 March 1991 5 October 1993 4 Novenber 1993
Argentina 29 June 1990 4 Decenber 1990 3 January 1991
Arnmeni a 23 June 1993 a/ 22 July 1993
Australia 22 August 1990 17 Decenber 1990 16 January 1991
Austria 26 January 1990 6 August 1992 5 Septenber 1992
Azer bai j an 13 August 1992 a/ 12 Septenmber 1992
Bahamas 30 Cctober 1990 20 February 1991 22 March 1991
Bahr ai n 13 February 1992 a/ 14 March 1992
Bangl adesh 26 January 1990 3 August 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Bar bados 19 April 1990 9 Cctober 1990 8 Novenber 1990
Bel ar us 26 January 1990 1 October 1990 31 Cctober 1990
Bel gi um 26 January 1990 16 Decenber 1991 15 January 1992
Bel i ze 2 March 1990 2 May 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Beni n 25 April 1990 3 August 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Bhut an 4 June 1990 1 August 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Bolivia 8 March 1990 26 June 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Bosni a and
Her zegovi na b/ 6 March 1992
Bot swana 14 March 1995 a/ 13 April 1995
Brazi | 26 January 1990 24 Septenber 1990 24 Cctober 1990
Brune
Dar ussal am 27 Decenber 1995 a/ 26 January 1996
Bul gari a 31 May 1990 3 June 1991 3 July 1991
Bur ki na Faso 26 January 1990 31 August 1990 30 Septenber 1990
Bur undi 8 May 1990 19 Cctober 1990 18 Novenber 1990
Canbodi a 22 Septenber 1992 15 Cctober 1992 14 Novenber 1992
Camer oon 25 Septenber 1990 11 January 1993 10 February 1993

a/ Accession.

b/  Successi on.



St at es

Canada

Cape Verde

Central African
Republ i c

Chad

Chile

Chi na

Col onbi a
Conor os
Congo

Cook I sl ands

Costa Rica
Cote d' lvoire
Croatia b/
Cuba

Cyprus

Czech
Republic b/

Denocrati c
Peopl e’ s
Republ i c of
Kor ea

Denocrati c
Republic of
Congo

Denmar k

D i bouti

Dom ni ca
Dom ni can
Republ i c
Ecuador

Egypt
El Sal vador

Equat ori al
Gui nea
Eritrea
Estoni a
Et hi opi a
Fiji

Date of signature

Date of receipt of
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Date of entry

28

30
30
26
29

26
30

26
26

23

20
26
30

26

26

26

20

May 1990

July 1990
Sept enber 1990
January 1990

August 1990
January 1990
Sept enber 1990

January 1990
January 1990

January 1990
Cct ober 1990

August 1990

March 1990
January 1990
Sept enber 1990

January 1990
August 1990
January 1990

February 1990
January 1990

Decenber 1993

July 1993

instrunent of

ratification/

accessi on

13 Decenber 1991
4 June 1992 a/

23 April 1992
2 Cctober 1990
13 August 1990

2 March 1992
28 January 1991
22 June 1993
14 COctober 1993 a/
6 June 1997 a/

21 August 1990
4 February 1991

21 August 1991
7 February 1991

21 Septenber 1990

27 Septenber 1990
19 July 1991
6 Decenber 1990
13 March 1991

11 June 1991
23 March 1990
6 July 1990
10 July 1990

15 June 1992 a/
3 August 1994
21 Cctober 1991 a/
14 May 1991 a/
13 August 1993

into force

12 January 1992
4 July 1992

23 May 1992
1 Novenber
12 Sept enber

1990
1990

1 April 1992
27 February 1991
21 July 1993
13 Novenber
6 July 1997

1993

20 Sept enber
6 March 1991
8 COctober 1991

20 Septenber 1991
9 March 1991

1990

1 January 1993

21 October 1990

27 Cctober 1990
18 August 1991
5 January 1991
12 April 1991
1 July 1991
2 Sept enber
2 Sept enmber
2 Sept enber

1990
1990
1990

15 July 1992
2 Sept enber
20 Novenber

13 June 1991
12 Sept ember

1994
1991

1993
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St at es

Fi nl and
France
Gabon
Ganbi a
CGeorgi a

Cer many
Chana

G eece

Gr enada
Guat emal a

Gui nea

Gui nea- Bi ssau
Guyana

Hai ti

Holy See

Hondur as
Hungary

I cel and

I ndi a

I ndonesi a

Iran (Islamc
Republ i c of)
Iraq

I rel and

| srael

Italy

Janmai ca
Japan

Jor dan
Kazakst an
Kenya

Kiribati
Kuwai t
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People’'s
Denocrati c
Republ i c
Latvi a

Date of signature

Date of receipt of

Date of entry

26
26
26

26
29
26
21
26

26
30
20
20

31
14
26

26

30

26

26
21
29
16
26

January 1990
January 1990
January 1990
February 1990

January 1990
January 1990
January 1990
February 1990
January 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990
January 1990
April 1990

May 1990
March 1990
January 1990

January 1990

Sept enber 1991

Sept enber 1990
July 1990
January 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990
August 1990
February 1994
January 1990

June 1990

instrunent of

ratification/

accessi on

20 June 1991
August 1990
February 1994
August 1990

June 1994 a/

N w©O©-~NO

6 March 1992

5 February 1990
11 May 1993

5 Novenber

6 June 1990

1990

13 July 1990 a/
20 August 1990
14 January 1991
8 June 1995
20 April 1990

10 August 1990

7 Cctober 1991

28 Cctober 1992

11 Decenber 1992 a/
5 Septenber 1990

13 July 1994

15 June 1994 a/
28 Septenber 1992
3 COctober 1991

5 Septenber 1991

14 May 1991
22 April 1994
24 May 1991
12 August 1994
30 July 1990

11 Decenber
21 Cctober
7 Cct ober

1995 a/
1991
1994

8 May 1991 a/
14 April 1992 a/

20

11

12
15
28

13
22
23
11

10
20

into force

July 1991
Sept enber
March 1994
Sept enber
July 1994

1990

1990

April 1992
Sept enber
June 1993
Decenber

Sept enber

1990

1990
1990

Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
February 1991
July 1995
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Novenmber 1991
Novenber 1992
January 1993

Cct ober 1990

August 1994
July 1994

Cct ober 1992
Novenber 1991
Cct ober 1991

June 1991
May 1994
June 1991
Sept enber
Sept enber

1994
1990

January 1996
Novenmber 1991
Novenmber 1994

June 1991
May 1992



St at es

Lebanon
Lesot ho

Li beria

Li byan Arab
Jamahiriya
Li echtenstein

Li t huani a
Luxembourg
Madagascar
Mal aw

Mal aysi a

Mal di ves
Mal
Mal t a
Mar shal

I sl ands
Mauri tani a

Mauri ti us
Mexi co

M cronesi a
(Feder at ed
St ates of)
Monaco
Mongol i a

Mor occo
Mozanmbi que
Myanmar
Nam bi a
Naur u

Nepa

Net her | ands
New Zeal and
Ni car agua
Ni ger

Ni geri a
N ue

Nor way
Oman
Paki st an

Date of signature

Date of receipt of
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Date of entry

26
21
26

30

21
19

21
26
26
14
26

26

26

26
30

26

26

26

26

26

26

20

January 1990
August 1990
April 1990

Sept enber 1990

Mar ch 1990
April 1990

August 1990
January 1990
January 1990
April 1993

January 1990

January 1990

January 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990

Sept enber 1990
January 1990
January 1990
Oct ober 1990
February 1990
January 1990
January 1990
January 1990

Sept enber 1990

instrunent of

ratification/

accessi on

14 May 1991
10 March 1992
4 June 1993

15 April 1993 a/
22 Decenber 1995

31 January 1992 a/
7 March 1994
19 March 1991
2 January 1991 a/
17 February 1995 a/

11 February 1991
20 Septenber 1990
30 Septenber 1990

4 Cct ober 1993
16 May 1991

26 July 1990 a/
21 Septenber 1990

5 May 1993 a/
21 June 1993 a/
5 July 1990

21 June 1993

26 April 1994

15 July 1991 a/
30 Septenber 1990
27 July 1994 a/

14 Sept enmber 1990
6 February 1995
6 April 1993
5 Cctober 1990

30 Septenber 1990

19 April 1991

20 Decenber 1995 a/
8 January 1991

9 Decenber 1996 a/
12 Novenber 1990

into force

13 June 1991

9 April 1992
4 July 1993
15 May 1993

21 January 1996

1 March 1992
6 April 1994
18 April 1991
1 February 1991
19 March 1995

13 March 1991
20 October 1990
30 October 1990

3 Novenber 1993
15 June 1991

2 Septenber 1990
21 Cctober 1990

4 June 1993
21 July 1993
2 Septenber 1990

21 July 1993
26 May 1994
14 August 1991
30 Cctober 1990
26 August 1994

14 COctober 1990
7 March 1995

6 May 1993

4 Novenber 1990
30 Cctober 1990

19 May 1991

19 January 1996
7 February 1991
8 January 1997
12 Decenber 1990
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St at es

Pal au
Panama
Papua

New Gui nea
Par aguay
Per u

Phi | i ppi nes

Pol and

Por t uga

Qat ar

Republ i c of
Kor ea

Republ i c of
Mol dova
Ronmani a
Russi an
Feder ati on
Rwanda
Saint Kitts
and Nevis

Sai nt Lucia
Sai nt Vi ncent
and the

G enadi nes
Sanpa

San Mari no
Sao Tone

and Principe

Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Seychel | es
Sierra Leone
Si ngapor e

Sl ovaki a b/
Sl oveni a b/
Sol onon

I sl ands
South Africa
Spai n

Date of signature

Date of receipt of

Date of entry

26
30
26
26

26
26

25

26

26
26

26

20
30

26

13

29
26

January 1990
Sept enber 1990
April 1990
January 1990

January 1990
January 1990
January 1990
Decenber 1992
Sept enber 1990
January 1990

January 1990
January 1990

January 1990

1993
1990

Sept enber
Sept enber

January 1990

February 1990

January 1993
January 1990

instrunent of

ratification/

accessi on

4 August 1995 a/
12 Decenber 1990

1 March 1993
25 Sept enber
4 Sept enmber

1990
1990

21 August 1990
7 June 1991
21 Sept enber
3 April 1995

1990

20 November 1991

26 January 1993 a/
28 Septenber 1990

16 August 1990
24 January 1991

24 July 1990
16 June 1993 a/
26 Qct ober

29 Novenber
25 Novenber

1993
1994
1991 a/

14 May 1991 a/

26 January 1996 a/
31 July 1990
7 Sept enber
18 June 1990
5 COctober 1995 a/

1990 a/

10 April 1995 a/
16 June 1995

6 Decenber 1990

into force

3 Septenber 1995
11 January 1991

31 March 1993
25 Cctober 1990
4 Qctober 1990
20 Septenber 1990
7 July 1991

21 Cctober 1990

3 May 1995

20 Decenber 1991

25 February 1993
28 Cct ober 1990

15 Sept enmber 1990
23 February 1991

2 Septenber 1990
16 July 1993
25 Novenber

29 Decenber
25 Decenber

1993
1994
1991

13 June 1991

February 1996
Sept enber 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept enber 1990
Novenmber 1995

AN NN O

=

January 1993
25 June 1991

10 May 1995
16 July 1995
5 January 1991
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States Date of signature Date of receipt of Date of entry
i nstrunment of into force
ratification/
accession
Sri Lanka 26 January 1990 12 July 1991 11 August 1991
Sudan 24 July 1990 3 August 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Sur i name 26 January 1990 1 March 1993 31 March 1993
Swazi | and 22 August 1990 7 Septenber 1995 6 October 1995
Sweden 26 January 1990 29 June 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Switzerl and 1 May 1991 24 February 1997 26 March 1997
Syrian Arab
Republ i c 18 Sept enmber 1990 15 July 1993 14 August 1993
Taj i ki stan 26 Cct ober 1993 a/ 25 Novenber 1993
Thai | and 27 March 1992 a/ 26 April 1992
The former
Yugosl av
Republ i c of
Macedoni a b/ 17 Septenber 1991
Togo 26 January 1990 1 August 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Tonga 6 Novenber 1995 a/ 6 Decenber 1995
Trini dad and
Tobago 30 Septenber 1990 5 Decenber 1991 4 January 1992
Tuni si a 26 February 1990 30 January 1992 29 February 1992
Tur key 14 Septenber 1990 4 April 1995 4 May 1995
Tur knmeni st an 20 Septenber 1993 a/ 19 Cctober 1993
Tuval u 22 Septenber 1995 a/ 22 Cctober 1995
Uganda 17 August 1990 17 August 1990 16 Sept enber 1990
Ukr ai ne 21 February 1991 28 August 1991 27 Septenber 1991
United Arab
Em rates 3 January 1997 a/ 2 February 1997
Uni ted Ki ngdom
of Great Britain
and Northern
I rel and 19 April 1990 16 Decenber 1991 15 January 1992
United
Republ i c
of Tanzani a 1 June 1990 10 June 1991 10 July 1991
Ur uguay 26 January 1990 20 Novenber 1990 20 Decenber 1990
Uzbeki st an 29 June 1994 a/ 29 July 1994
Vanuat u 30 Septenber 1990 7 July 1993 6 August 1993
Venezuel a 26 January 1990 13 Sept enmber 1990 13 Cctober 1990
Vi et Nam 26 January 1990 28 February 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Yenen 13 February 1990 1 May 1991 31 May 1991
Yugosl! avi a 26 January 1990 3 January 1991 2 February 1991
Zanbi a 30 Septenber 1990 5 Decenber 1991 5 January 1992
Zi mbabwe 8 March 1990 11 Septenmber 1990 11 Cctober 1990
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Annex |1

MEMBERSHI P OF THE COW TTEE ON THE RI GATS OF THE CHI LD
Nane of nenber Country of nationality
M. Francesco Paol o FULCl ** Italy
M's. Judith KARP* | srael
M. Youri KOLOSOv* Russi an Federati on
M ss Sandra Prunella MASON Bar bados
M's. Nafsiah MBO ** I ndonesi a
Ms. Esther Margaret Queen MOKHUANE** South Africa
Ms. Awa N Deye OUEDRAOGO* Bur ki na Faso
M's. Lisbeth PALME* Sweden
M. Chassan Sal i m RABAH** Lebanon
Ms. Marilia SARDENBERG* Brazi |

* Term expires on 28 February 1999.

*x Term expi res on 28 February 2001.



State party

Bangl adesh

Bar bados
Bel ar us
Bel i ze
Beni n

Bhut an
Bol i vi a
Brazi |
Bur ki na Faso
Bur undi
Chad

Chile
Costa Rica

Denocratic People's
Republ i c of Korea

Denocratic Republic
of the Congo

Ecuador

STATUS OF SUBM SSI ON OF REPORTS BY STATES PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 44 OF

Annex 11

THE CONVENTI ON ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD AS AT 6 JUNE 1997

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1992

force

2

31

24
30
18

12
20
21

27

Sept ember 1990

Novenber 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept ember 1990
Novenber 1990
Novenber 1990
Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

Cct ober 1990

Sept ember 1990

1

30

23
29
17
31
11
20
20

26

Dat e due

Sept ember 1992

Novenber 1992
Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992
Novenber 1992
Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992

Cct ober 1992

Sept enber 1992

Date of subm ssion

15

12
12

1
22

14

14
22
28
13

11

Novenmber 1995

Sept ember 1996
February 1993
Novenber 1996
January 1997

Sept ember 1992

July 1993

January 1997

June 1993

Cct ober 1992
February 1996

June 1996

Symbol_

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 38 &

Add. 49

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

45
14
46
52

19

50
18

41

44

T9 abed
99 /O 10HD



State party

Egypt

El Sal vador

France

Ganbi a

Ghana

G enada

Guat ermal a

Gui nea

Gui nea- Bi ssau
Holy See
Hondur as

| ndonesi a

Kenya

Mal

Mal ta
Mauritius
Mexi co
Mongol i a

Nam bi a

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1992 (continued)

force

2
2

N N O N NO

19

20
30

21

30

Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990

Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Decenber 1990
Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990
Cct ober 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

=

= N = - B

18

19
29

20

29

Dat e due

Sept enmber
Sept enber

Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Decenber

Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

1992
1992

1992
1992
1992

1992

1992
1992
1992
1992
1992

Cct ober 1992

Sept enber

1992

Cct ober 1992

Cct ober 1992

Sept enber

1992

Cct ober 1992

Sept enber

1992

Cct ober 1992

Date of subm ssion

23 Cctober 1992
3 Novenber 1992

8 April 1993

20 Novenber 1995

5 January 1995
20 Novenber 1996

2 March 1994
11 May 1993
17 Novenber 1992

2 April 1997

25 July 1995

15 Decenber 1992
20 Cctober 1994
21 Decenber 1992

Symbol_

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add
Add. 28

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

.6
.9 &

15

39

33
48

27
17

10 &
26

53

36
11
32
12

29 obed
99 /O /OdO



State party

Nepa

Ni car agua
Ni ger
Paki st an

Par aguay

Per u

Phi | i ppi nes

Por t ugal

Romani a

Russi an Federati on
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Senegal

Seychel | es

Si erra Leone

Sudan

Sweden

Togo

Initial

Date of entry into

force

14 Cct ober 1990
4 Novenber 1990
30 Cctober 1990
12 Decenber 1990
25 Cct ober 1990

4 QOctober 1990

20 Sept enber 1990
21 Cctober 1990
28 Cctober 1990
15 Sept enber 1990
Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990
Sept ember 1990

N N N NN

Sept ember 1990

N

Sept ember 1990
2 Septenber 1990

reports due in 1992 (continued)

13

29
11
24

19
20
27
14

e R e

=

Dat e due

Cct ober 1992
Novenber 1992
Cct ober 1992
Decenber 1992
Cct ober 1992

Cct ober 1992

Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992
Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992

Sept ember 1992
Sept enber 1992

Date of subm ssion

10 April 1995
12 January 1994
27 April 1994
25 January 1993

30 August 1993 and
13 Novenber 1996

28 Cctober 1992

21 Septenber 1993
17 August 1994

14 April 1993

16 Cctober 1992
21 January 1997
12 Septenber 1994
10 April 1996

29 Septenber 1992

7 Septenber 1992
27 February 1996

Symbol_

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

34
25
29
13

22 &
47

7 &
24

23
30
16
5

51
31

43

3 &
20

42

€9 oabed
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State party

Uganda
Ur uguay
Venezuel a

Vi et Nam

Zi mbabwe

Angol a

Argentina

Australia
Bahanmas

Bul gari a

Col ombi a

Cote d'lvoire
Croatia

Cuba

Cyprus
Denmar k

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1992 (continued)

force

16
20
13

2

11

16
22

27

20

18

Sept ember 1990
Decemrber 1990

15
19

Dat e due

Sept ember 1992
December 1992

Date of subm ssion

1
2

Cct ober 1990 12 Cctober 1992

Sept enber 1990 1 Septenber 1992 30
Cct ober 1990 10 Cctober 1992 23

Initial reports due in 1993

January 1991 3 January 1991

January 1991 2 January 1993 17
January 1991 15 January 1993 8
March 1991 21 March 1993

July 1991 2 July 1993 29
February 1991 26 February 1993 14
March 1991 5 March 1993

Novenber 1991 6 Novenber 1993 8
Sept ember 1991 19 Sept enber 1993 27
March 1991 8 March 1993 22
August 1991 17 August 1993 14

February 1996
August 1995

Sept ember 1992

May 1995

March 1993

January 1996

Sept ember 1995
April 1993

Novenber 1994
Cct ober 1995

Decenber 1994
Sept ember 1993

Symbol_

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

40
37

4 &
21

35

2 &
17

31

29

19

30
24

9 oabed
99 /O /OdO



Initial reports due in 1993 (conti nued)

State party Date of entry into Dat e due Date of submi ssion Synbol
force

D i bouti 5 January 1991 4 January 1993

Doni ni ca 12 April 1991 11 April 1993

Dom ni can Republic 11 July 1991 10 July 1993

Est oni a 20 Novenber 1991 19 Novenber 1993

Et hi opi a 13 June 1991 12 June 1993 10 August 1995 CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 27

Fi nl and 20 July 1991 19 July 1993 12 Decenber 1994 CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 22

Guyana 13 February 1991 12 February 1993

Hungary 6 Novenber 1991 5 Novenber 1993 28 June 1996 CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 34

| srael 2 Novenber 1991 1 Novenber 1993

Italy 5 Cctober 1991 4 Cctober 1993 11 Cctober 1994 CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 18

Jamai ca 13 June 1991 12 June 1993 25 January 1994 CRC/ ¢/ 8/ Add. 12

Jor dan 23 June 1991 22 June 1993 25 May 1993 CRC/ ¢/ 8/ Add. 4

Kuwai t 20 Novenber 1991 19 Novenber 1993 23 August 1996 CRC/ CJ 8/ Add. 35

Lao People's 7 June 1991 6 June 1993 18 January 1996 CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 32
Denocratic Republic

Lebanon 13 June 1991 12 June 1993 21 Decenber 1994 CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 23

Madagascar 18 April 1991 17 May 1993 20 July 1993 CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 5

Mal awi 1 February 1991 31 January 1993

Mal di ves 13 March 1991 12 March 1993 6 July 1994 CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 15

Mauri t ani a 15 June 1991 14 June 1993

G9 oabed
99 /O 10HD



State party

Myanmar

Ni geri a

Nor way

Panama

Pol and

Republ i c of Korea
Rwanda

San Marino

Sao Tome and Pri nci pe
Sl oveni a

Spai n

Sri Lanka

The former Yugosl av
Republic of
Macedoni a

Ukr ai ne

United Republic of
Tanzani a

Yemen

Yugosl avi a

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1993 (continued)

force

14
19

7
11

7
20
23
25
13
25

5
11
17

27

10

31

August 1991
May 1991
February 1991
January 1991
July 1991
Decenber 1991
February 1991
Decenber 1991
June 1991
June 1991
January 1991
1991

1991

August
Sept enber

Sept enber 1991
July 1991

May 1991
February 1991

13
18

10

19

22

24

12

24

10
16

26

30

Dat e due

August 1993
May 1993
February 1993
January 1993
July 1993
Decenber 1993
February 1993
Decenber 1993
June 1993
June 1993
January 1993
1993

1993

August
Sept enber

Sept ember 1993
July 1993

May 1993
February 1993

Date of subm ssion

14
19
30
19
11
17
30

29
10
23

29

14
21

Sept ember 1995
July 1995
August 1993
Sept ember 1995
January 1994
Novenber 1994

Sept ember 1992

May 1995
August 1993
March 1994

March 1997

Cct ober 1993

April 1994

Novenmber 1994

Sept enber 1994

Symbol_

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

Rev. 1

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

26

28
11
21

25

13

36

10/

14

20
16

99 oabed

99 /O OdO



State party

Al bani a
Austri a
Azer bai j an
Bahr ai n
Bel gi um

Bosni a and Her zegovi na

Canbodi a

Canada

Cape Verde

Central African
Republ i c

Chi na

Czech Republic
Equat ori al Gui nea
Cer many
| cel and
I rel and
Latvia
Lesot ho

Li t huani a

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1994

force

28

5
12
14
15

6
14
12

4
23

15

27
28
14

March 1992
Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992
March 1992
January 1992
March 1992
Novenber 1992
January 1992
July 1992

May 1992

April 1992
January 1993
July 1992
April 1992
Novenber 1992
Cct ober 1992
May 1992
April 1992

March 1992

27

11
14
14

15
11

23

31
31
14

26

27

13

28

Dat e due

March 1994
Sept ember 1994
Sept ember 1994
March 1994
January 1994
March 1994
Novenber 1994
January 1994
July 1994

May 1994

March 1994
Decenber 1994
July 1994

May 1994
Novenber 1994
Cct ober 1994
May 1994
April 1994
February 1994

Date of subm ssion

8

12

17

27

30
30

Cct ober 1996
Novenber 1995
May 1997

July 1994

June 1994

Mar ch 1995
March 1996
August 1994

Novenmber 1994

April 1996

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.

11

12

/9 obed
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State party

Sl ovaki a
Thai | and
Trini dad and Tobago
Tuni si a

Uni ted Ki ngdom of
Great Britain and
Nort hern Irel and

Zanbi a

Al geri a

Antigua and Barbuda
Ar meni a

Caner oon

Conor os

Congo

Fiji

G eece

I ndi a

Li beri a

Li byan Arab Janehiriya

Initial

reports due in 1994 (continued)

Date of entry into

force

1 January 1993
26 April 1992

4 January 1992
29 February 1992
15 January 1992

31

28
14

Dat e due

Decenber 1994
April 1994

January 1994
February 1994
January 1994

January 1994

Date of subm ssion

23 August 1996
16 February 1996
16 May 1994

15 March 1994

reports due in 1995

5 January 1992 4

Initial
16 May 1993 15
4 Novenber 1993 3
23 July 1993 5
10 February 1993 9
22 July 1993 21
13 Novenber 1993 12
12 Sept enber 1993 11
10 June 1993 9
11 January 1993 10
4 July 1993 3
15 May 1993 14

May 1995
Novenber 1995
August 1995
February 1995
July 1995
Novenber 1995
Sept ember 1995
June 1995
January 1995
July 1995

May 1995

16 Novenmber 1995

19 February 1997

12 June 1996

19 March 1997

23 May 1996

Symbol_

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 13
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 10
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 1
and Add. 9

N

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 4

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 9

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 7

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 10

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 6

g9 oabed
99 /O /OdO



State party

Mar shal | | sl ands

M cronesi a (Federat ed
States of)

Monaco

Mor occo

New Zeal and

Papua New Gui nea
Republic of Ml dova
Sai nt Lucia

Sai nt Vi ncent and
t he Grenadi nes

Suri nane

Syrian Arab Republic
Taj i ki stan

Tur kmeni st an

Vanuat u

Af ghani st an
Gabon
Luxenbour g

Date of entry into

Initial

force

3
4

21
21

6
31
25
16
25

31
14
25
20

6

27
11

Novenmber 1993
June 1993

July 1993
July 1993

May 1993
March 1993
February 1993
July 1993
Novenber 1993

March 1993
August 1993
Novenber 1993
Cct ober 1993
August 1993

April 1994
March 1994
April 1994

reports due in 1995 (continued)

20
20

31
24
15
24

31
13
24

Dat e due Date of subm ssion

Novenmber 1995

June 1995 16 April 1996

July 1995
July 1995
May 1995

27 July 1995

29 Septenber 1995
March 1995

February 1995

July 1995

Novenber 1995

March 1995
August 1995 22 September 1995
Novenber 1995
Cct ober 1995
August 1995 27 January 1997

reports due in 1996

April 1996

March 1996
1996

April 26 July 1996

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 5

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 1
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 3

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 2

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 8

CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 2

69 obed

99 /O OdO



State party

Japan
Mbzanbi que
Georgi a

I raq
Uzbeki st an

Iran (lslamc
Republ i c of)

Naur u
Eritrea
Kazakst an
Kyrgyzst an

Sanoa

Net her | ands

Mal aysi a

Bot swana

Qat ar

Tur key

Sol onon | sl ands

Hai t

Date of subm ssion

30 May 1996

7 April 1997
6 August 1996

15 May 1997

Initial reports due in 1996 (continued)

Date of entry into Dat e due
force

22 May 1994 21 May 1996

26 May 1994 25 May 1996

2 July 1994 1 July 1996

15 July 1994 14 July 1996

29 July 1994 28 July 1996

12 August 1994 11 August 1996

26 August 1994 25 August 1996

2 Septenber 1994 1 Septenber 1996
11 Septenber 1994 10 Septenber 1996
6 Novenber 1994 5 Novenber 1996
29 Decenber 1994 28 Decenber 1996

Initial reports due in 1997

7 March 1995 6 March 1997

19 March 1995 18 March 1997

13 April 1995 12 April 1997

3 May 1995 2 May 1997

4 May 1995 3 May 1997

10 May 1995 9 May 1997

8 July 1995 7 July 1997

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 1

CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 4
CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 3

CRC/ C/ 51/ Add. 1

0/, obed
99 /O 10HD



State party

Sout h Africa
Pilau
Swazi | and
Tuval u

Si ngapor e

Tonga

Ki ri bat

Ni ue

Li echtenstein
Brunei Darussal am
Andorra

Saudi Arabi a

United Arab Enmirates
Swit zerl and
Cook | sl ands

Initial reports due in 1997 (conti nued)

Date of entry into

Dat e due Date of subm ssion

July 1997

Sept ember 1997
Cct ober 1997
Cct ober 1997
Novenber 1997
Decenber 1997

reports due in 1998

January 1998
January 1998
January 1998
January 1998
January 1998
February 1998

reports due in 1999

force
16 July 1995 15
3 Sept enber 1995 3
6 October 1995 5
22 Cctober 1995 21
4 Novenber 1995 3
6 Decenber 1995 5
Initial
10 January 1996 9
19 January 1996 18
21 January 1996 20
26 January 1996 25
1 February 1996 31
25 February 1996 24
Initial
2 February 1997 1
26 March 1997 25
6 July 1997 5

February 1999
March 1999
July 1999

1/, abed
99 /O 10HD
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Annex |V

WORKI NG GROUP ON CHI LDREN AND THE MEDI A - REPORT TO THE
COW TTEE ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD

| nt r oducti on

On 7 Cctober 1996, the Cormittee on the Rights of the Child convened a
general discussion day on the wi de-ranging issues of “Children and the media”.
The Conmittee, noreover, felt that there was a need to ensure foll ow up on
this inportant issue, and requested M. Thonas Hanmarberg to constitute and
convene a working group to consider the inplenmentation of 12 specific
recommendati ons com ng out of the October 1996 neeting, with a view to action
by concerned United Nations bodies, NG and nedia industry partners and ot her
rel evant players interested in exploring and facilitating the role the nedia
can play in the protection and pronotion of children's rights. The Conmmittee
requested M. Hammarberg to report on progress at its next session in
May/ June 1997.

After coll aborative preparation, the Wrking Goup nmet on 14 April 1997
at the headquarters of UNESCO in Paris. The 20 participants represented a
broad range of players including UNI CEF, UNESCO, the United Nations
Information Service, ILO the United Nations H gh Commr ssioner/Centre for
Human Ri ghts, NGOs, the International Federation of Journalists and
representative journalists and nedi a associ ati ons.

The participants agreed that it was inportant to put together a
first-stage action plan for the 12 recommendations and allied issues, and to
report to the Cormittee at its next session so that interested donors m ght be
identified and work be undertaken speedily. Once first-stage action was under
way, second-stage action could be discussed and pl anned.

General observation

Wil e di scussion of the 12 principal recommendati ons was ensuing, a
nunber of general issues were also considered and the Working G oup noted that
action on the 12 recommendati ons woul d generally benefit fromthe devel opnent
of a strategic framework. Such a framework would aimto identify target
audi ences, formats, working partners, and tinme-frames and would permt deeper
reflection on the ains of article 17 and other relevant articles of the
Convention relating to information. It was agreed that potential elenents of
a strategic framework should be identified during stage one activities with a
view to constructing a general strategy in which stage two activities m ght be
undert aken.

Action on recommendation 1: Preparation of a best practice
dossier on child participation in the nedia

The Working Group considered that it was inmportant not only to conpile a
dossi er of best practices of child participation in the nmedia, but also to
conduct an analysis of the exanples gathered both to identify obstacles that
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m ght stand in the way of effective child participation and to examnm ne ways in
whi ch such obstacl es have been or mi ght be overcome. It was therefore agreed
that this work woul d begin inmediately.

In stage one (approximtely six nonths), UN CEF, UNESCO the NGO G oup
for the Convention on the Rights of the Child with the Child Ri ghts
Informati on Network, and ILOIPEC, will conduct internal research and compile
best practice dossiers. For these searches to produce conparabl e data, UN CEF
will prepare a questionnaire for all partners to use.

Addi tionally G oupe de recherche sur la relation enfants-médi a (GRREM
and UNESCO, who are co-organizing a forumfor researchers in the field of
children and the media in Paris in late April 1996, will identify a specia
rapporteur who will conduct a simlar search based on the presentations at the
forum

In stage two, these individual dossiers will be conpiled and anal ysed
and further input will be sought. Such work m ght be undertaken by a
consultant. At this stage, additionally, there will need to be consideration
of the target audiences for such a conpilation, the format it wll
consequently take and how it will be distributed.

Action on recommendation 2: A child forumon |nternet

Thi s recommendati on sought to “add value” to the work al ready done by
UNI CEF, whose Voices of Youth web site has becone a widely used and
wel | -respected interactive Internet site for children and teachers to exchange
opi nions and information on a wi de range of issues of inportance to young
people. The participants agreed that it would not be practical to consider
creating additional web sites specifically for this initiative, but rather to
further devel op Voices of Youth and to attenpt, where possible, to |link other
web sites so that children and young people mght nore readily “surf” across
t hem and have the w dest possible access to sites containing usefu
i nformati on aimed at children and additional opportunities to interact via the
I nternet.

In stage one, therefore, UN CEF undertook to further devel op Voices of
Youth, and invited input frompartners in the Wrking G oup

In stage two, it was felt that it would be useful also to devel op
wor ki ng partnerships with journalists and editors of Internet-related
magazi nes ai med at young people. This would allow wi de di ssem nation of
i nformati on on avail able web sites and woul d provi de both an additional source
of information for young people and the opportunity to forge new rel ati onships
between this specific armof the media and the Working Group in the interests
of children.

Action on recommendation 3: Docunent ati on and di ssemi nati on
of experience of active child libraries

The Worki ng G oup di scussed the value of sharing experiences on active
child libraries and children's departnments within public libraries, while
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noting that many children, particularly in developing countries, live in
soci eties where libraries and, indeed, books and reading, are not major
sources of information.

At the close of discussion, it was agreed to record that the project to
conpil e best practices of child libraries remai ns unfunded.

Action on recommendati on 4: Encour agenent and furtherance
of media literacy

The Working Group discussed the inportance of helping children to becone
critical consuners of nedia in all its forns, a task which today fewer parents
assune and whi ch, although included in school curricula in some parts of the
world, is not consistently or wi dely undertaken or inplenented with updated
information. It was noted, with regret, that UNESCO is no | onger active in
this area although a nunmber of past UNESCO reports, including one froma
meeting in Toul ouse in 1990 on this subject, are avail able.

It was agreed that, in stage one, UNESCO would compile and circul ate
anongst Working G oup nenbers any docunentation currently available, including
t he Toul ouse report.

In stage two, UNI CEF undertook to give consideration to how a
cl earing-house function for such infornation (and potentially data conpil ed
under recommendations 1 and 3) could be planned and funded.

Action on recommendations 5 and 8: State support to nedia
for children and advice on inplenentation of article 17

The rol e of Governnents and mechani sms t hrough which the Commttee on
the Rights of the Child m ght assist Governnents in fulfilling the ainms of
article 17 and other relevant articles of the Convention relating to
i nformati on were consi dered together. The Wirking G oup noted that a nunber
of menmbers of the G oup had already collaborated in sonme prelimnary work on
this issue: the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts
circulated a draft research paper which exam ned and conpiled reporting to the
Committee on the issue of children and the nedia by Governments to date;

UNI CEF had been working on a general conceptual framework which mght formthe
basis of a narrative general comment on article 17, and a UNI CEF handbook on

i mpl enmentation of the Convention (currently in draft) also deals with this

i ssue.

It was agreed that, in stage one, these conpl enentary undertaki ngs woul d
formthe basis of further analysis and discussion with a view to producing an
appropriate narrative. Menbers of the Wrking Goup will receive copies of
the draft work done so far for conment.

Action on recommendation 6: Agreenents with nedia conpanies
to protect children against harnful influences

At this first nmeeting, reconmendation 6 was not discussed in detail
However, this issue forns part of the ongoing work of the journalism
associ ation representatives present, and a nunber of initiatives were
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descri bed which are furthering discussion of professional guidelines, codes of
conduct, ethical franmeworks and nonitoring mechanisnms. As part of its ongoing
work, therefore, the Wirking G oup will take note of such progress and
identify opportunities for cooperation

Action on recommendations 7 and 11: Nat i onal plans of action
to enpower parents/networks of nedia watch groups

There was wi de di scussion on the broad scope of this topic, during which
it was noted that the Norwegi an Governnent was potentially a val uabl e source
of experience on the subject of parental roles in the protection of children
fromharnful nmedia influences. |In Sweden, Redda Barnen had al so worked on
this i ssue and UNI CEF advised that it had worked with Consumers Internationa
to prepare a report on children as nedia consuners.

It was agreed, therefore, that in stage one the Chairman of the Working
Group woul d approach the Norwegi an Governnment to seek col |l aboration in meking
experience on this issue nore widely available, potentially through a neeting
of interested parties and/or follow up docunentation

Action on recommendation 9: Specific guidelines
for reporting on child abuse

The International Federation of Journalists noted that, follow ng the
Worl d Congress agai nst Conmercial Sexual Exploitation of Children in 1996,
there was a “change of atnosphere” that would facilitate cooperation with

journalists on this issue. It was agreed at the Congress that input from
non-journalists should be “non-intrusive” and aimrather at collaboration than
i mposition. Indeed, it was also agreed at the Congress that child rights

organi zations thensel ves woul d benefit fromfurther reflection and direction
on the way they treat the inmage of the child in, for exanple, fund-raising
materials. A followup neeting in late 1997 will bring together nedia

prof essionals to consider guidelines and ethics for journalists, and how
journalists interact with the communities they serve. This would be useful as
a way of spreading this debate further, since there remains the concern that

i deas being discussed will only make a real difference for children if they
are spread widely. UN CEF advised that it would be willing to continue to
work with I'FJ on this issue, and to integrate its own work on the imge of the
child into the debate. The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornography is also an inportant player
in this work and should be both supported in her work and involved in debate
on this issue.

It was agreed that, in stage one, the IFJ would consider how it m ght
coordi nate the medi a professionals' side of this debate and facilitate the
process of drafting text, workshopping regionally with media and child rights
wor kers and potentially then collaborating in a larger international neeting.
UNI CEF woul d work with I'FJ on this and contribute input on how the process
m ght be wi dened to include NGOs and United Nations bodi es and nechani sns.
The United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts may have sone
funding available for this in support of the Special Rapporteur and the
Chai rman al so undertook to identify potential sources of funding for this
wor k.
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Action on recommendation 10: Materials for journali st
education on child rights

The Working Group noted that work has been initiated by the
United Nations Hi gh Conmi ssioner/Centre for Human Rights to produce a training
manual on the w der issue of human rights, and that an expanded child rights
section could be developed within this already funded project. The
International Federation of Journalists is currently advising on the
devel opnent of this work and noted the inportance of the manual being a “rea
tool” for newsroons, so that journalists should be engaged, rather than
trained. The IFJ also noted that such a handbook rust go beyond “structural”
listings of international instruments and nechani sns, nd include narrative
whi ch woul d assist journalists as they confront the ethical issues involved in
reporting children's issues. It was noted that journalists already show great
interest in rights issues and that the desire to explore children's rights
seenms to be growing. It was also noted, however, that other sectors such as
advertising professionals, filmand entertai nment nmedia and the suchlike are
not yet simlarly engaged. It was also noted that within the profession of
journalismit is not only journalists who nust be engaged but al so editors,
photo editors and other actors in the nedia process. The Wrking Goup al so
noted that the I'FJ and UNI CEF had col | aborated successfully in pronoting
debate on nedi a coverage of child rights issues in preparation for the Wrld
Congress agai nst Commerci al Sexual Exploitation of Children in 1996, which
produced prelimnary input to journalismmaterials on this issue. UN CEF
woul d be willing to continue this collaboration during preparation of training
mat eri al s.

It was reconmmended, therefore, that in stage one the International
Federation of Journalists fornulate thinking on how to include child rights
issues in the materials currently being devel oped with funding fromthe
United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts. Coll aboration
between I'FJ and UNI CEF on this work shoul d continue.

Action on recommendation 12: Service to
“child rights correspondents”

This idea to build a “register” of nedia professionals with a specific
interest in the wide range of children's issues, including child rights, was
di scussed in the context of heightened nedia interest. It was noted that al
the Working Group nenbers already had access to mailing lists of journalists.
It is vital, however, that journalists whose names appear on such lists should
be “serviced” and that their inclusion on a list should not lead to their
receiving large quantities of unsolicited and irrelevant information which
m ght alienate themfromthe issue of children and their rights. A
consolidated mailing list, therefore, should be disaggregated (to all ow
journalists to receive only information that is of specific interest to them
and to allow for country- and issue-specific mailings), and serviced (for
exanpl e so that journalists do not receive duplicate mailings and can nove off
the Iist when they wish to, and so that their requests for information are
dealt with speedily). It was also noted that there is a specific, imrediate
need to upgrade press work around the Conmmittee on the Rights of the Child, so
that its discussions and deliberations are nore widely reported in the
interests of children
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It was agreed that, in stage one, the United Nations High
Commi ssi oner/Centre for Human Rights and the United Nations |Infornmation
Service in Geneva would continue to work together to inprove reporting on the
work of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.

Meanwhi | e, consideration will be given to producing, in stage two, the
consol i dated, disaggregated mailing list (register) of child rights
journalists envisaged, including mechanisnms for servicing such a |ist so that
it functions effectively.

Concl usi on

It was agreed that the Rapporteur of the Wrking Goup would ensure
i mredi ate followup after the neeting and woul d prepare a report to the
Committee on the Rights of the Child and an expanded action-oriented record
for Working Group nenbers.

The Working Group reconmends to the Commttee on the Rights of the Child
that the Working Group neets again before the Cormittee's January 1998
session, to assess progress and consol i date stage one action in order to
facilitate stage two undertakings. |In preparation for the neeting,
consi deration should be given to including nore nmedia professionals and taking
a nore regional approach.
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Annex V

GENERAL DI SCUSSI ON ON "THE RI GHTS OF CHI LDREN W TH DI SABI LI Tl ES"
DRAFT OUTLI NE

The theme for the next general discussion of the United Nations
Conmittee on the Rights of the Child is "The rights of children with
disabilities". The discussion will take place on Monday, 6 Cctober 1997 at
the United Nations Ofice at Ceneva. United Nations bodies and specialized
agencies as well as non-governnental organizations and individual experts are
invited to take part in this one-day di scussion

The decision to devote one day to discuss this topic was taken by the
Conmittee on the Rights of the Child at its fourteenth session in the |ight of
rule 75 of its provisional rules of procedure. The purpose of the genera
di scussions is to foster a deeper understandi ng of the content and
i mplications of the Convention. The discussions are public.

There are approximately 2 billion children in the world, of whom it is
conservatively estimated, as many as 100 million have disabilities. And the
evi dence of the dramatically restricted Iife opportunities of these children
in many parts of the world makes grimreading. Hundreds of thousands of
children with disabilities are condemmed to live their lives in institutions,
often deprived not only of |ove and affection, but also of the nost basic
physical care and intellectual stinulation. Arned conflicts and politica
vi ol ence, which have such devastating inpacts on children's |lives, also
contribute heavily to the toll of disability: they are now the |eading causes
of injury, inpairnent and physical disability in children, and only 3 per cent
of children disabled as a result of war receive any rehabilitative care.

Throughout history children with disabilities have been, and indeed in
many societies still are, denied access to education, famly life, adequate
heal th care, opportunities for play or for training, and the right to
participate in the “normal” activities of childhood. They experience in
effect a form of social exclusion which represents a denial of their basic
rights. Furthernore,these children are anpbngst those nost vul nerable to abuse
and neglect by the adults who are responsible for themand the | east able to
assert their rights on their own behalf. And despite the scale of the problem
and the extent of the discrimnation, the plight of children with disabilities
rarely figures high on the national or international agenda. They remain
i nvi si bl e.

A theme day devoted to the rights of children with disabilities
represents a powerful opportunity to challenge this invisibility. It can
provi de a high-profile focus on the right of children with disabilities to
social inclusion; their right not to be discrinnated agai nst on the grounds
of their handicap. It may contribute to raising international awareness of
the huge gulf between the principles and standards enbodied in the Convention
and the day-to-day realities of so many children's |ives.
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The Conmittee on the Rights of the Child clearly has a role to play in
creating opportunities to highlight not only the obligations Governnents have
undertaken with respect to children with disabilities under the Convention
but also the extent to which the rights of children with disabilities are
violated, and in pronoting international debate and action on this issue. It
also has a role in the devel opnent of indicators to neasure the performance of
Governnents in inplenenting the provisions of the Convention, including
t hrough | egislation, policy and practice to give effect to those provisions.

The thematic debate, which will mainly address the provisions of
article 23 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, will also naturally

reflect the holistic approach of the Convention, illustrating and
reinforcing the interdependence and indivisibility of all the human rights
of children. Once again, the basic general principles of the Convention -

non-di scrimnation, the best interests of the child, the right to survival and
devel opnent to the nmaxi num extent possible and the participation of the child
in the decisions affecting himor her - will be the guiding thenes in the
consideration of this issue. Owher articles of particular relevance include
article 24 (the right to enjoy the highest attainable standard of health),
article 28 (the right to education on the basis of equality of opportunity),
article 29 (the ains of education, including the devel opment of the child's
personality, talents and nental and physical abilities to his/her fullest
potential) and article 31 (the right to engage in play and recreationa
activities and to participate freely in cultural life and the arts).

The main objectives of the theme day will be as follows:

(a) To share ideas, know edge and exanpl es of good practice in
chal I engi ng discrim nation agai nst and encouragi ng participation of children
with disabilities;

(b) To pronote public debate and awareness at both the national and
international levels of the need to bridge the gap between the obligations
undert aken by Governnents on behalf of children with disabilities and the
day-to-day realities of the lives of mllions of children

(c) To contribute to the devel opnent of indicators which nmght assist
Governnents in evaluating the extent of their conpliance with the provisions
of the Convention relevant to the rights of children with disabilities;

(d) To contribute to the devel opnment of programmes of action at both
the national and international levels to protect and pronote the rights of
children with disabilities; and

(e) To contribute to the formulation of national strategies that need
to be developed in order to work towards the full enjoyment by children with
disabilities of their rights to social inclusion and appropriate care.
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The di scussion will focus mainly on the follow ng three issues:
The right to |life and devel opnent;

Self-representation and full participation

The right of children with disabilities to full participation in
educati on.

Witten contributions are welcone. These should be sent by
25 August 1997 to:

Committee on the Rights of the Child

c/ o Hi gh Conm ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts
Pal ai s des Nati ons

1211 CGeneva 10

Swit zerl and
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