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Report of the Secretary-General 

 In its resolutions 52/118 and 53/138, the General Assembly requested the 
Secretary-General to compile in a single volume the guidelines regarding the form and content 
of reports to be submitted by States parties that have been issued by the Human Rights 
Committee, the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Committee on the 
Elimination of Discrimination against Women, the Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination, the Committee on the Rights of the Child and the Committee against Torture.  
This compilation was prepared pursuant to that request and is being updated on a regular basis.  
In addition to the guidelines issued by the above bodies, the updated compilation contains 
guidelines for reports to be submitted to the Committee on Migrant Workers, and harmonized 
guidelines on reporting under the international human rights treaties, including guidelines on a 
common core document.   
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Chapter I 

HARMONIZED GUIDELINES ON REPORTING TO THE INTERNATIONAL HUMAN 
RIGHTS TREATY MONITORING BODIES * 

Purpose of guidelines 

1. These guidelines are intended to guide States parties in fulfilling their reporting 
obligations under:  
 

-  Article 40 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, reporting to the 
Human Rights Committee (CCPR);  

-  Articles 16 and 17 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights, reporting to the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR);  

-  Article 9 of the International Convention on the Elimination of  All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination, reporting to the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
(CERD); 

-  Article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women, reporting to the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against 
Women (CEDAW); 

-  Article 19 of the Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment and Punishment, reporting to the Committee Against Torture (CAT);  

-  Article 44 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child,  reporting to the Committee on 
the Rights of the Child (CRC); 

-  Article 73 of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant 
Workers and Members of Their Families, reporting to the Committee on Migrant 
Workers (CMW).  

 
These guidelines do not apply to initial reports prepared by States under article 8 of the Optional 
Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed 
conflict and article 12 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on th e Rights of the Child on 
the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, although States may wish to 
consider the information provided in those reports when preparing their reports for the treaty 
bodies. 
 
2. States parties to each of these hum an rights treaties undertake, in accordance with the 
provisions (reproduced in Appendix 1), to submit to the relevant treaty body initial and periodic 
reports on the measures, including legislative, judicial, administrative or other measures, which 
they have adopted in order to achieve the enjoyment of the rights recognized in the treaty.  
 
3. Reports presented in accordance with the present harmonized guidelines will enable each 
treaty body and State party to obtain a complete picture of the implementation of the relevant 
treaties, set within the wider context of the Stateôs international human rights obligations, and 

                                                
*  Contained in document HRI/MC/2006/3, issued on 10 May 2006. 




