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REPORT ON RESERVATIONS 

 

1. In pursuance with article 16 of General Assembly resolution 61/34 of  4 
December 2006, the International Law Commission convened a meeting during its 
fifty-ninth session with United Nations experts in the field of human rights, including 
representatives from human rights treaty bodies, in order to hold a discussion on 
issues relating to reservations to human rights treaties. The meeting took place in 
Geneva on 15 and 16 May 2007. The list of human rights treaty body members who 
attended this meeting is contained in annex 1. The exchange of views focused mainly 
on the preliminary conclusions adopted in 1997 by the International Law Commission 
on reservations to normative multilateral treaties, including human rights treaties and 
other issues relating to reservations to human rights treaties, for example, the effect (if 
any) of  reservations incompatible with the object and purpose of the treaty, 
consequences of the findings of human rights treaty bodies. 
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Annex 1 
 

LIST OF HUMAN RIGHTS TREATY BODY MEMBERS PARTICIPATING 
IN THE MEETING WITH THE INTERNATIONAL LAW COMMISSION 

 

Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination 

Linos-Alexander Sicilianos 

Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Philippe Texier 

Human Rights Committee Sir Nigel Rodley  

Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women 

Cees Flinterman 

Committee against Torture Guibril Camara 

Committee on the Rights of the Child Jean Zermatten 

Committee for the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant 
Workers and Members of Their Families 

Ahmed Hassan El-Borai 
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Annex 2 
 

The practice of the human rights treaty bodies with respect to reservations ï 
concluding observations/comments (January - April 2007) 

 

A. Committee on the Rights of the Child  
 
Positive remarks 
 
On one occasion, the Committee  
 

Å welcomed the information that  the State party was in the process of 
withdrawing a reservation (Mali). 

 
Critical remarks 
 
On one occasion, the Committee  
 

Å recommended that the State party withdraw its reservations (Malaysia).  
 
Comments on other treaties 
 
On one occasion, the Committee  
 

Å recommended that the State party withdraw its reservation to another treaty, 
i.e. the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights of 
1966 (Kenya).  

 
Kenya 
 
The Committee recommends that the State party: 
 
(é) 
  
(b) strengthen the suppo rt available to women before and after childbirth by taking 
appropriate measures including the removal of the reservation to paragraph 2 of 
Article 10 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
(ICESCR) of 1966; (CRC/C/KEN/CO/2) 
 
Malaysia  
 
The Committee notes with appreciation the State partyôs ongoing efforts to review its 
reservations to articles 1, 2, 7, 13, 14, 15, 28, paragraph 1 (a) and 37 of the 
Convention. The Committee is of the opinion that many of the reservations are,  with 
regard to the progress made in the adaptation of the legislation to the requirements of 
the Convention and in the light of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action 
adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights of 1993, not necessary as also 




