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Introduction

1. The seminar on recommendations of United Nations Expert Bodies held from
9 to 10 November at the Palais des Nations in Geneva was convened pursuant to a
recommendation of the seventeenth meeting of chairpersons of human rights treaty
bodies held in Geneva on 23 and 24 June 2005 (A/60/278, Recommendation (g)). In
that recommendation, the meeting of chairpersons recognized that at successive
meetings of the chairpersons of human rights treaty bodies and the inter-Committee
meetings, there has been discussion of technical co-operation and follow-up to the
concluding observations of the treaty bodies and requests for guidance from
specialized agencies, funds and programmes on how their input into the treaty body
system could result in the formulation of more concrete and implementable
recommendations. On 22 June 2006, the seventeenth meeting of chairpersons met
with Vitit Muntarbhorn of the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Voluntary
Fund for Technical Cooperation (UNVFTC) and underlined the importance of
creating opportunities for treaty body members to interact with United Nations field
presences. The meeting of chairpersons requested the Secretariat to organize a
seminar for treaty body members, members of the Board of Trustees of the UNVFTC
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and United Nations specialized agencies, funds and programmes to discuss the format
and substances of concluding observations and their implementation at the national
level.

2. Participants in the seminar included representatives from the seven human
rights treaty bodies, members of the Board of Trustees of the UNVFTC,
representatives of field presences of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights and representatives of specialized agencies, funds and programmes.

3. The seminar was opened by Mary Chinery-Hesse, Chairperson of the Board of
Trustees of the UNVFTC, who served as Chairperson of the seminar. Jane Connors,
Senior Human Rights Officer of OHCHR, provided introductory remarks,
highlighting that the seminar provided a unique, informal opportunity for
representatives from treaty bodies, specialized agencies, field presences and the
Secretariat to discuss and assess ways to improve the preparation and implementation
of concluding observations at the national level and to develop an action-oriented
report.

Opening remarks

4. In introducing participants to the topic under discussion, Vitit Muntarbhorn of
the Board of Trustees of the UNVFTC raised a number of issues related to the
implementation of concluding observations at the national level. Specifically, Mr.
Muntarbhorn identified two distinct, yet interrelated, categories of factors that should
serve as benchmarks when assessing the strengths and weaknesses of implementation
including implementation, harmonization, operationalization, collaboration and
information/dissemination, as well as implementability, accessibility, capacity,
receptivity and adaptability.

Introductory discussion

5. Participants from specialized agencies provided an overview of the level of
awareness of the human rights treaty bodies within their respective entities and the
extent of their participation in the reporting process. A number of representatives
noted that while concluding observations are increasingly being taken into account in
their work, this is primarily due to the specialized knowledge of individual staff
members and is often issue-specific. The lack of institutional awareness of human
rights and the treaty bodies and their concluding observations is frequently combined
with a perceived lack of relevance or distrust in the effectiveness of the system,
reportedly resulting in an absence of institutional policy and an inconsistent
application of knowledge. Several representatives indicated that this situation would
remain unchanged without high-level commitment from within the specialized
agencies. The training and mobilization of United Nations staff at the regional and
national levels was also suggested, while others focused on the importance of
collaborative work to maximize limited resources and to build relationships of trust
between representatives of the United Nations system and national-level actors.

6. Discussion also highlighted the perceived inadequacies of concluding
observations. A number of participants expressed concern regarding the abstract
nature of concluding observations and suggested the need for drafting more focused
and operational recommendations in clear, practical language to facilitate national-






