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AUSTRIA

CERD

RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS
(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification,
accession or succession)

"Article 4 of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
provides that the measures specifically described in sub-paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) shall be
undertaken with due regard to the principles embodied in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and the rights expressly set forth in article 5 of the Convention. The Republic of Austria therefore
considers that through such measures the right to freedom of opinion and expression and the right
to freedom of peaceful assembly and association may not be jeopardized. These rights are laid down
in articles 19 and 20 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; they were reaffirmed by the
General Assembly of the United Nations when it adopted articles 19 and 21 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and are referred to in article 5(d) (viii) and (ix) of the present
Convention."

OBJECTIONS MADE TO OTHER STATES PARTIES RESERVATIONS AND
DECLARATIONS
(Ed. note: for the text targeted by the following objection, see the Reservations and Declarations
of the State which is the subject of the objection)

19 February 1998

With regard to the general reservation made by Saudi Arabia upon accession:

"Austria is of the view that a reservation by which a State limits its responsibilities under the
Convention in a general and unspecified manner creates doubts as to the commitment of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia with its obligations under the Convention, essential for the fulfilment of its objection
and purpose. According to paragraph 2 of article 20 a reservation incompatible with the object and
purpose of this Convention shall not be permitted.

It is in the common interest of States that treaties to which they have chosen to become Parties are
prepared to undertake any legislative changes necessary to comply with their obligations under the
treaties.

Austria is further of the view that a general reservation of the kind made by the Government of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, which does not clearly specify the provisions of the Convention to which
it applies and the extent of the derogation therefrom, contributes to undermining the basis of
international treaty law.
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According to international law a reservation is inadmissible to the extent as its application negatively
affects the compliance by a State with its obligations under the Convention essential for the fulfilment
of its object and purpose.

Therefore, Austria cannot consider the reservation made by the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia as admissible unless the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, by providing additional
information or through subsequent practice, ensures that the reservation is compatible with the
provisions essential for the implementation of the object and purpose of the Convention.

This view by Austria would not preclude the entry into force in its entirety of the Convention between
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Austria."

DECLARATION RE: ARTICLE 14

20 February 2002

"The Republic of Austria recognizes the competence of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination to receive and consider communications from individuals or groups of individuals
within the jurisdiction of Austria claiming to be victims of a violation by Austria of any of the rights
set forth in the Convention, with the reservation that the Committee shall not consider any
communication from an individual or a group of individuals unless the Committee has ascertained that
the facts of the case are not being examined or have not been examined under another procedure of
international investigation or settlement.  Austria reserves the right to indicate a national body as set
forth in Article 14 paragraph 2."


