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1. The Committee considered the initial report of the Bahamas (CRC/C/8/Add.50) at

its 1013th and 1014th meetings (see CRC/C/SR.1013 and 1014), held on 19 January 2005, and
adopted at its 1025th meeting (see CRC/C/SR.1025), held on 28 January 2005, the following
concluding observations.
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2. The Committee welcomes the submission of the State party’s initial report and the
written replies to its list of issues (CRC/C/Q/BHS/1), which gave a clearer understanding of
the situation of children in the State party. However, it deeply regrets that the report was
received 10 years after the date on which it should have been submitted. The Committee is
encouraged by the frank and constructive dialogue it had with the high-level delegation of the
State party and welcomes the positive reactions to the suggestions and recommendations made
during the discussion.
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3. The Committee welcomes the adoption of the Status of Children Act in 2002 which,
inter alia, abolished the distinction between children born in wedlock and children born out of
wedlock, particularly in relation to intestacy.

4. The Committee also notes with appreciation the adoption of the Inheritance Act in 2002,
which makes provision for all children to have equal rights or entitlement in circumstances
where property is distributed on intestacy.
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5. The Committee welcomes the enactment of the Early Childhood Care Act 2004, which
addresses the regulation and management of day-care centres and pre-schools.

6. The Committee welcomes the ratification in 2001 by the State party of ILO Conventions
No. 138 concerning Minimum Age for admission to Employment and No. 182 concerning the
Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour.
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7. The Committee notes the challenges facing the State party, namely the vulnerability to
natural disasters, including hurricanes, which have impeded progress towards the full realization
of children’s rights enshrined in the Convention.
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8. The Committee notes with regret the reservation that the State party has made to article 2
of the Convention, but welcomes the information during the dialogue that, given, inter alia, some
recent new laws, the reservation may be withdrawn.
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10. The Committee notes with appreciation the efforts undertaken by the State party to
harmonize its legislation with regard to children and the reform of the Constitution currently
under way which intends, inter alia, to include children’s rights in the Constitution. However,
the Committee is concerned that the existing legislation in the State party does not fully reflect
the principles and provisions of the Convention.
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12. The Committee notes the information contained in the State party report (para. 14) that
the Department of Social Services of the Ministry of Social Services and Community
Development has responsibility for coordinating policies relating to children and for monitoring
the implementation of the Convention. However, the Committee is concerned at the absence of
an inter-ministerial coordinating mechanism.
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14.  While noting that social sectors of various ministries have come together towards the

development of a National Plan of Action, the Committee remains concerned that this process
has not yet been finalized.
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16.  The Committee is concerned at the absence of an independent mechanism with a mandate
to regularly monitor and evaluate progress in the implementation of the Convention and which is
empowered to receive and address individual complaints.
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18.  While noting the substantial budgetary allocation in social services and infrastructure,

particularly in the area of health and education, the Committee is nevertheless concerned that
budgetary allocations are insufficient to respond to national and local priorities for the protection
and promotion of children’s rights.
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20. The Committee is concerned at the lack of disaggregated and analytical data on

persons under the age of 18 years in all areas covered by the Convention, including the
most vulnerable groups, children living in poverty, children with disabilities and immigrant
childrent It also notes that such data are crucial for the monitoring and evaluation of
progress achieved and the formulation and assessment of policies with respect to children.
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22. The Committee is concerned at the lack of a systematic plan to introduce training on and

awareness of the principles and provisions of the Convention among children and professional
groups working for and with children.
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24.  Noting the significant steps taken by the State party to facilitate the establishment of
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), the Committee remains concerned that insufficient
efforts have been made to systematically involve civil society, particularly in the area of civil
rights and freedoms, in the implementation of the Convention.
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26. The Committee is concerned that the minimum age for access to employment (14 years)

is not in harmony with the age at which compulsory education ends (16 years). The Committee
is also concerned at the low minimum legal age of criminal responsibility (10 years). The
Committee welcomes the information provided during the dialogue that plans exist to improve
the laws and regulations in this respect.
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28. The Committee is concerned that societal discrimination persists against vulnerable

groups of children; including children living in poverty, Haitian immigrant children and children
with disabilities and that the Constitution does not prohibit discrimination on the grounds of
disability.
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31. The Committee is concerned that, due to certain traditional attitudes in the society,

children have limited opportunities to freely express their views in schools, courts or within the
family.
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33. The Committee is concerned that, although parents are required by law to register the
birth of their children, the number of children who are not registered at birth is significant mainly
due to the geographical features of the country.
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35. The Committee expresses its concern at the fact that corporal punishment is still widely

practised in the family, in schools, and in institutions, and that domestic legislation does not
explicitly prohibit its use.
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37. The Committee is concerned that the so called “children with uncontrollable behaviour”
can be placed in an institution at the parent’s or parents’ request.
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39. The Committee notes the lack of information in the State party’s report on the informal
system of foster care and adoption placement.
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41. The Committee welcomes the efforts made by the State party to ensure payment of child
maintenance, usually by fathers, but is concerned at the rather large percentage of fathers who
are defaulting on child maintenance payments.
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43. The Committee notes the efforts made by the State party, including programmes and
activities to sensitize parents to child abuse, such as parenting workshops and the Child Abuse
Prevention Month. The Committee also notes the appointment of the National Child Protection
Council and the establishment of a National Child Abuse Hotline at the Department of Social
Services in 1997. However, the Committee is concerned that this service is underused by the
public.
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45.  The Committee takes note of the 2000 Census Report, which provides mainly
quantitative information but lacks specific details on persons with disabilities. The Committee
is concerned at the societal discrimination experienced by children with disabilities, the
inaccessibility of buildings and transportation for them and the absence of an inclusive policy.
The Committee is particularly concerned that children with disabilities in less populated islands
suffer particular disadvantage regarding access to services.
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47. The Committee welcomes the information provided in the report regarding the steady

reduction in infant mortality rates, the improvement in health-care delivery and the legislation
enacted in 2000 to regulate health professionals and health-care facilities. However, the
Committee remains concerned at the marked difference in the quality of health care between the
private and the public providers.
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49. The Committee is concerned at the high rate of teenage pregnancies and drug abuse

among adolescents.
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51. The Committee welcomes the various plans and policies to address HIV/AIDS and the

fact that universal and free testing and treatment with antiretroviral drugs have resulted in a
decrease in mother-to-child transmission, but remains concerned at the increasing incidence of
HIV/AIDS among adolescents.
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53. The Committee notes with appreciation that the largest share of the national budget is
allocated to education and that primary and secondary education is free in public schools for all
children in the State party. It also notes that the PACE Programme (Providing Access to
Continued Education Programme) ensures that pregnant teenagers are given an opportunity to
complete their education. However, the Committee remains concerned at the dropout rates
within the formal public education system, especially among boys. It is further concerned at the
lack of human rights education as part of the school curriculum.
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55. The Committee appreciates the progress made by the State party in addressing

the issue of child labour, including the adoption of the Employment Act in 2001. However,
the Committee is concerned at the relatively high prevalence of child labour in the

State party and the insufficient protection from hazardous forms of work involving children
between 14 and 18 years of age.
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57.  The Committee notes the results of the Rapid Assessment, completed by ILO in 2002, of
the situation of children engaged in the worst forms of child labour in the State party and
expresses its concern at the number of children involved in prostitution and child pornography.
The Committee is also concerned at the lack of specific data on this issue and of targeted
measures to address it.
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59.  While recognizing the efforts made by the State party in this domain, the Committee
remains concerned at the incompatibility of the juvenile justice system with the provisions and
principles of the Convention. It is especially concerned at the fact that the age of criminal
responsibility, fixed at 10 years, is too low. Furthermore, the Committee is concerned at the fact
that persons below 18 may be detained with adults.
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61. The Committee notes that the State party has not yet ratified the Optional Protocols to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
pornography, and on the involvement of children in armed conflict.
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