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BELGIUM

CERD

RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS
(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification,
accession or succession)

In order to meet the requirements of article 4 of the International Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Kingdom of Belgium will take care to adapt its legislation
to the obligations it has assumed in becoming a party to the said Convention.

The Kingdom of Belgium nevertheless wishes to emphasize the importance which it attaches to the
fact that article 4 of the Convention provides that the measures laid down in subparagraphs (a), (b),
and (c) should be adopted with due regard to the principles embodied in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and the rights expressly set forth in article 5 of the Convention. The Kingdom of
Belgium therefore considers that the obligations imposed by article 4 must be reconciled with the
right to freedom of opinion and expression and the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and
association. Those rights are proclaimed in articles 19 and 20 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and have been reaffirmed in articles 19 and 21 of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights. They have also been stated in article 5, subparagraph (d) (viii) and (ix) of the said
Convention.

The Kingdom of Belgium also wishes to emphasize the importance which it attaches to respect for
the rights set forth in the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms, especially in articles 10 and 11 dealing respectively with freedom of opinion and
expression and freedom of peaceful assembly and association.

OBJECTIONS MADE TO OTHER STATE PARTIES RESERVATIONS AND
DECLARATIONS
(Ed. Note: for the text targeted by the following objection, see the Reservations and Declarations
of the State which is the subject of the objection)

8 August l989

With regard to reservations made by Yemen concerning article 5 (c) and article 5 (d) (iv), (vi) and
(vii):

These reservations are incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention and consequently
are not permitted pursuant to article 20, paragraph 2, of the Convention.

DECLARATION RE: ARTICLE 14
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10 October 2000

Belgium recognizes the competence of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination,
established by the aforementioned Convention, to receive and consider communications from
individuals or groups of individuals within its jurisdiction claiming to be victims of a violation by
Belgium of any of the rights set forth in the Convention. Pursuant to article 14, paragraph 2, of the
Convention, the Centre pour l'EgalitÁ des Chances et la Lutte contre le Racisme (Centre for Equal
Opportunity and the Struggle against Racism), established by the Act of 15 February 1993, has been
designated as competent to receive and consider petitions from individuals and groups of individuals
within the jurisdiction of Belgium who claim to be victims of a violation of any of the rights set forth
in the Convention.


