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BRAZIL

CRC OPTIONAL PROTOCOL (ARMED CONFLICT)

RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS
(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification,
accession or succession)

Declaration:
 
"With regard to article 3, paragraph 2, of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of
the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, the Brazilian Government declares that,
according to article 143 of the Federal Constitution, military service is compulsory, as set forth by
law. The Constitution also provides that it is within the competence of the Armed Forces, according
to the law, to assign an alternative service to those who, in times of peace, after being enlisted, claim
imperative of conscience. Women and clergymen are exempt from compulsory military service in
times of peace, but are subject to other duties assigned by law. 

According to the Military Service Act (Law no 4.375, of 17 August 1964), the obligation to military
service, in times of peace, begins the 1st January of the year the citizen becomes 18 years old (article
5). Pursuant to the Regulation of the Military Service (Decree no 57.654, of 20 January 1966),
citizens may freely present themselves to voluntary military service provided they have the
minimum age of 16 years (article 41, paragraph 1 and article 49, paragraph 4). 

However, their acceptance to voluntary military service is only possible from the 1st January of the
year they become 17 years old (article 127). The acceptance of voluntaries to Military Service
requires special authorization from the Armed Forces (Military Service Act, article 27). 

Pursuant to the Regulation of the Military Service, the civil incapacity to act, to the purposes of
military service, ends on the date the citizen becomes 17 years old. Voluntaries who, upon the act
of incorporation or enrollment to the military service, have not yet completed 17 years old, must
present written consent from parents or guardians (article 239)."
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