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CHINA 
 
CCPR OPTIONAL PROTOCOL 
 
RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS 
(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification, 
accession or succession) 
 
Note 
 
Signed on behalf of the Republic of China on 5 October 1967.  See note 1 under "China" in the 
"Historical Information" section in the front matter of [the electronic version on the website of 
the Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General; 
http://treaties.un.org/pages/HistoricalInfo.aspx].  
 
[Ed. note: Note 1 under China is as follows: 
 
China 
 
Note 1 
 
Signatures, ratifications, accessions, etc. on behalf of China. 
 
China is an original Member of the United Nations, the Charter having been signed and ratified 
on its behalf, on 26 June and 28 September 1945, respectively, by the Government of the 
Republic of China, which continued to represent China in the United Nations until 25 October 
1971. 
 
On 25 October 1971, the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted its resolution 2758 
(XXVI), reading as follows: 
 
"The General Assembly. 
 
Recalling the principles of the Charter of the United Nations,  
 
Considering that the restoration of the lawful rights of the People=s Republic of China is 
essential both for the protection of the Charter of the United Nations and for the cause that the 
United Nations must serve under the Charter, 
 
Recognizing that the representatives of the Government of the People=s Republic of China are 
the only lawful representatives of China to the United Nations and that the People=s Republic of 
China is one of the five permanent members of the Security Council, 
 
Decides to restore all its rights to the People=s Republic of China and to recognize the 
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representatives of its Government as the only legitimate representatives of China to the United 
Nations, and to expel forthwith the representatives of Chiang Kai-shek from the place which they 
unlawfully occupy at the United Nations and in all the organizations related to it." 
 
The United Nations had been notified on 18 November 1949 of the formation, on 1 October 1949, 
of the Central People=s Government of the People=s Republic of China. Proposals to effect a 
change in the representation of China in the United Nations subsequent to that time were not 
approved until the resolution quoted above was adopted. 
 
On 29 September 1972, a communication was received by the Secretary-General from the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the People=s Republic of China stating: 
 
"1. With regard to the multilateral treaties signed, ratified or acceded to by the defunct Chinese 
government before the establishment of the Government of the People=s Republic of China, my 
Government will examine their contents before making a decision in the light of the 
circumstances as to whether or not they should be recognized. 
 
2. As from October 1, 1949, the day of the founding of the People=s Republic of China, the 
Chiang Kai-shek clique has no right at all to represent China. Its signature and ratification of, 
or accession to, any multilateral treaties by usurping the name of >China= are all illegal and null 
and void. My Government will study these multilateral treaties before making a decision in the 
light of the circumstances as to whether or not they should be acceded to." 
 
All entries recorded throughout this publication in respect of China refer to actions taken by the 
authorities representing China in the United Nations at the time of those actions.] 
 
With reference to the above-mentioned signature, communications have been addressed to the 
Secretary-General by the Permanent Representatives of Permanent Missions to the United 
Nations of Bulgaria, Byelorussian SSR, Czechoslovakia, Mongolia, Romania, the Ukrainian SSR, 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and Yugoslavia, stating that their Governments did not 
recognize the said signature as valid since the only Government authorized to represent China 
and to assume obligations on its behalf was the Government of the People's Republic of China. 
 
In letters addressed to the Secretary-General in regard to the above-mentioned communications, 
the Permanent Representative of China to the United Nations stated that the Republic of China, a 
sovereign State and Member of the United Nations, had attended the twenty-first regular session 
of the General Assembly of the United Nations and contributed to the formulation of, and signed 
the Covenants and the Optional Protocol concerned, and that "any statements or reservations 
relating to the above-mentioned Covenants and Optional Protocol that are incompatible with or 
derogatory to the legitimate position of the Government of the Republic of China shall in no way 
affect the rights and obligations of the Republic of China under these Covenants and Optional 
Protocol". 
(Note 4, Chapter IV.5, Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General) 
 


