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GERMANY 
 
CEDAW  
 
RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS 
(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification, 
accession or succession) 
 
Declaration: 
 
The right of peoples to self-determination, as enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and in 
the International Covenants of 19 December 1966, applies to all peoples and not only to those living 
'under alien and colonial domination and foreign occupation'. All peoples thus have the inalienable 
right freely to determine their political status and freely to pursue their economic, social and cultural 
development. The Federal Republic of Germany would be unable to recognize as legally valid an 
interpretation of the right to self -determination which contradicts the unequivocal wording of the 
Charter of the United Nations and of the two International Covenants of 19 December 1966 on Civil 
and Political Rights and on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. It will interpret the 11th paragraph 
of the Preamble accordingly. 
 
 
Note 
 
Upon ratification, the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany made the following 
declaration and reservation in respect of article 7 (b): 
 
The Federal Republic of Germany declares in respect of the paragraph  of the Preamble to the 
Convention starting with the words "affirming that the strengthening of international peace and 
security": 
 
The right of peoples to self-determination, as enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and in 
the International Covenants of 16 December 1966, applies to all peoples and not only to those living 
'under alien and colonial domination and foreign occupation'. All peoples thus have the inalienable 
right freely to determine their political status and freely to pursue their economic, social and cultural 
development. The Federal Republic of Germany would be unable to recognize as legally valid an 
interpretation of the right to self -determination which contradicts the unequivocal wording of the 
Charter of the United Nations and of the two International Covenants of 16 December 1966 on Civil 
and Political Rights and on Economic, Social and Cultural rights. It will interpret the 11th paragraph 
of the Preamble accordingly. 
 
Reservation 
 
Article 7(b) will not be applied to the extent that it contradicts the second sentence of Article 12 (4) 
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of the Basic Law of the Federal Republic of Germany. Pursuant to this provision of the Constitution, 
women may on no account render service involving the use of arms. 
 
On 10 December 2001, the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany informed the 
Secretary-General that it had decided to withdraw its reservation to article 7 (b) made upon 
ratification. 
 
The complete text of the reservation is published in United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1402, p. 378.  
[Ed. note: the complete reservation is reproduced at the beginning of this footnote].   See also note 
7. [Ed. note: see below] 
(Note 31, Chapter IV.8, Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General) 
 

***** 
 
Note 
 
The German Democratic Republic had signed and ratified the Convention on 25 June 1980 and 9 July 
1980, respectively. For the text of the reservation, see United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1249, p. 
128. 
 

[Ed. note: as follows: 
 

Pursuant to article 29, paragraph 2 of the Convention, the German Democratic Republic 
declares that it does not consider itself bound by article 29, paragraph 1. ] 

 
See also note 2 under ñGermanyò in the ñHistorical Informationò section in the front matter of [the 
electronic version on the website of the Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General; 
http://untreaty.un.org/ENGLISH/bible/ englishinternetbible/historicalinfo.asp].  
 

[Ed. note: note 2 under Germany is as follows: 
 

Germany 
 

Note 2 
 

In a communication dated 3 October 1990, the Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 
Federal Republic of Germany notified the Secretary-General of the following: 

 
"... Through the accession of the German Democratic Republic to the Federal Republic of 
Germany with effect from 3 October 1990, the two German States have united to form one 
sovereign State, which as a single Member of the United Nations remains bound by the 
provisions of the Charter in accordance with the solemn declaration of 12 June 1973. As 
from the date of unification, the Federal Republic of Germany will act in the United Nations 
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under the designation óGermany'." 
 

The former German Democratic Republic was admitted to the Organization on 18 September 
1973 by Resolution No. 3050 (XXVIII). For the text of the declaration of acceptance of the 
obligations contained in the Charter dated 12 June 1973 made by the German Democratic 
Republic (registered under No. 12758), see United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 891, p. 103.  

 
[Ed. note: as follows: 

 
On behalf of the Council of Ministers of the German Democratic Republic, I 
solemnly declare that the German Democratic Republic is willing to accept and 
conscientiously carry out the obligations contained in the Charter of the United 
Nations. 

 
Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the German Democratic Republic  
Berlin, 12 June 1973.] 

 
Consequently, and in the light of articles 11 and 12 of the Treaty of 31 August 199 0 
(Unification Treaty) between the Federal Republic of Germany and the German Democratic 
Republic, entries in status lists pertaining to formalities (i.e., signatures, ratifications, 
accessions, declarations and reservations, etc.) effected by the Federal Republic of Germany 
will now appear under "Germany" and indicate the dates of such formalities. 

 
As regards treaties in respect of which formalities had been effected by both the Federal 
Republic of Germany and the former German Democratic Republic prior to unification, the 
entry will similarly indicate in the corresponding table the type of formality effected by the 
Federal Republic of Germany and the date on which it took place, while the type of formality 
effected by the former German Democratic Republic  and the date thereof will appear in a 
footnote. 

 
Finally, as regards the treatment of treaties in respect of which formalities were effected by 
the former German Democratic Republic alone, article 12, para. 3 of the Unification Treaty 
contains the followi ng provision: "Should the united Germany intend to accede to 
international organizations or other multilateral treaties of which the German Democratic 
Republic but not the Federal Republic of Germany is a member, agreement shall be reached 
with the respective contracting parties and with the European Communities where the latter's 
competence is affected". Accordingly, a footnote indicating the date and type of formality 
effected by the former German Democratic Republic will be included in the status of the 
treaties concerned, the corresponding footnote indicator being inserted next to the heading 
"Participant".] 

(Note 7, Chapter IV.8, Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General) 
 

***** 
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Note 
 
See note 1 under "Germany" regarding Berlin (West)  in the "Historical Information" section in the 
front matter of   [the electronic version on the website of the Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the 
Secretary-General; http://untreaty.un.org/ENGLISH/bible/englishinternetbible/ historicalinfo.asp.]. 
 

[Ed. note: as follows: 
 

Germany 
 

Note 1 
 

1. Prior to the formation of one sovereign German State through the accession of the 
German Democratic Republic to the Federal Republic of Germany (effective from 3 October 
1990), the Secretary-General received numerous communications relating to the application 
of international instruments to West Berlin. 

 
2. In each case (noted here), the initial communication took the form of a note, letter, or 
declaration from the Federal Republic of Germany, in, accompanying or in connection with 
its instrument of accession, acceptance or ratification of an Amendment, Agreement, 
Convention or Protocol, to the effect that the relevant Amendment, Agreement, Convention 
or Protocol would also apply to "Land Berlin" or "Berlin (West)" (as noted here) with effect 
from the date on which it entered into force for the Federal Republic of Germany.  
[...] 
- Note (re: "Land Berlin") accompanying the instrument of ratification (deposited 16 May 
1969) of the International Co nvention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination, 7 March 1966. 

 
- Declaration (re: "Berlin (West)") accompanying the instrument of ratification (deposited 
17 December 1973) of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 
16 December 1966. 

 
- Declaration (re: "Berlin (West)") accompanying the instrument of ratification (deposited 
17 December 1973) of the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights, 16 
December 1966. 

 
- Note (re: "Berlin (West)") accompanying the instrument of ratification (deposited 10 July 
1985) of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, 
18 December 1979. 

 
- Letter (re: "Berlin (West)") accompanying the instrument of ratification (depos ited 1 
October 1990) of the Convention Against Torture: and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 




