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Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
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1. The Committee considered the 4th to 7th periodic reports of The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia ï due in 1998, 2000, 2002 and 2004, respectively, and submitted in a 
single document (CERD/C/MKD/7) ï at its 1798th and 1799th meetings (CERD/C/SR.1798 and 
1799), held on 26 and 27 February 2007. At its 1813th meeting (CERD/C/SR.1813), held on 8 
March 2007, it adopted the following concluding observations.  

A.  Introduction 

2. The Committee welcomes the 4th to 7th periodic reports of The former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia, submitted in a single document, and the opportunity thus offered to resume an 
open and constructive dialogue with the State party.  The Committee expresses appreciation for 
the attendance of a high-level delegation, as well as for the comprehensive and thorough answers 
to the list of issues and the wide range of questions raised by members. 

B.  Positive aspects 

3. The Committee welcomes the declaration made by the State party in December 1999 under 
article 14 of the Convention recognising the competence of the Committee to receive and 
consider communications from individuals or groups of individuals. 

4. The Committee takes note with interest of the comprehensive reforms carried out in the 
State party pursuant to the signing of the Ohrid Framework Agreement, with particular regard to 
the adoption of amendments V to XVII to the Constitution, creating a comprehensive legal 
framework for the promotion and protection of the rights of persons belonging to ethnic 
minorities. 
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5. The Committee notes with satisfaction that the Ohrid Framework Agreement, which is 
now being implemented, aims at reducing the level of inter-ethnic tensions and at promoting 
tolerance and understanding for the culture and history of different ethnic groups within the State 
party. 

6. The Committee notes with satisfaction that the Convention is incorporated into the 
domestic law of the State party and can be directly applied in national courts.  

7. The Committee wishes to commend the State party for the adoption of the National 
Strategy on Roma, aimed at promoting empowerment and the further integration of Roma in the 
socio-economic sphere, and for its participation in the regional initiative Decade of Roma 
Inclusion 2005-2015. In particular, the Committee welcomes the efforts made to involve Roma 
communities in the development and implementation of policies and programmes that affect 
them.  

8. The Committee welcomes the adoption in January 2007 of a strategy on equitable 
representation of members of ethnic communities in the State administration and public 
enterprises.  

C.  Concerns and recommendations 

9. The Committee notes with concern that, according to reports received, the Code of Ethics 
of Journalists, which aims at prohibiting and punishing hate speech crimes committed through 
the media, has not been applied in such a manner as to sanction journalists violating its 
principles (article 4 (a) of the Convention). 

The Committee recommends that the State party take effective steps to 
ensure the effective implementation of the Code of Ethics of 
Journalists, as well as the application of criminal sanctions provided 
for in article 319 of the Criminal Code against those journalists who 
promote discrimination, racism and inter-ethnic tensions and hostility 
through the media. 

10. The Committee is concerned that, in accordance with article 9 of the constitution, only 
citizens are equal before the law and entitled to exercise their freedoms and rights without 
discrimination of any kind as to sex, race, colour, national and social origin, political and 
religious beliefs, property and social status (article 5 of the Convention). 

The Committee draws the attention of the State party to its general 
recommendation No. 30 (2004) on discrimination against non-citizens, 
and recommends that the State party review its legislation in order to 
guarantee equality between citizens and non-citizens in the enjoyment 
of the rights set forth in the Convention to the extent recognised under 
international law. 

11. While expressing appreciation for the State partyôs historical openness in receiving a large 
number of individuals fleeing from neighbouring countries at war, the Committee notes with 
concern that many applications for asylum or refugees status have been rejected by the 
competent authorities of the State party due to alleged shortcomings in the application of refugee 
status determination mechanisms (article 5 of the Convention).  




