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OMAN 
 
CEDAW  
 
RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS 
(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification, 
accession or succession) 
 
Reservations: 
 
1.  All provisions of the Convention not in accordance with the provisions of the Islamic sharia and 
legislation in force in the Sultanate of Oman; 
 
2.  Article 9, paragraph 2, which provides that States Parties shall grant women equal rights with men 
with respect to the nationality of their children; 
 
3.  Article 15, paragraph 4, which provides that States Parties shall accord to men and women the 
same rights with regard to the law relating to the movement of persons and the freedom to choose 
their residence and domicile; 
 
4.  Article 16, regarding the equality of men and women, and in particular subparagraphs (a), (c), and 
(f) (regarding adoption). 
 
5.  The Sultanate is not bound by article 29, paragraph 1, regarding arbitration and the referral to the 
International Court of Justice of any dispute between two or more States which is not settled by 
negotiation. 
 
 
OBJECTIONS MADE TO STATE PARTYôS RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS 
(Unless otherwise indicated, the objections were made upon ratification, accession or succession) 
 
Austria, 5 January 2007 
 
With regard to the reservations made by Oman upon accession: 
 
"The Government of Austria has examined the reservations made by the Government of the Sultanate 
of Oman upon accession to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women. 
 
The Government of Austria finds that the reservations to article 9, paragraph 2, article 15, paragraph 
4, and article 16 would inevitably result in discrimination against women on the basis of sex. This is 
contrary to the object and purpose of the Convention. 
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The Government of Austria further  considers that, in the absence of further clarification, the 
reservation to "all provisions of the Convention not in accordance with the provisions of the Islamic 
sharia and legislation in force in the Sultanate of Oman" does not clearly specify its exten t and 
therefore raises doubts as to the degree of commitment assumed by the Sultanate of Oman in 
becoming a party to the Convention. 
 
The Government of Austria would like to recall that, according to article 28, paragraph 2 of the 
Convention as well as customary international law as codified in the Vienna Convention on the Law 
of Treaties (Art. 19 sub-paragraph c), a reservation incompatible with the object and purpose of a 
treaty shall not be permitted. 
 
It is in the common interest of States that treaties to which they have chosen to become parties are 
requested as to their object and purpose, by all parties, and that States are prepared to undertake any 
legislative changes necessary to comply with their obligations under the treaties. 
 
For these reasons, the Government of Austria objects to the aforementioned reservations made by the 
Sultanate of Oman to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women. 
 
This position however does not preclude the entry into force in its entirety of the Convention between 
the Sultanate of Oman and Austria." 
 

***** 
 
Belgium, 30 April 2007 
 
With regard to the reservations made by Oman upon accession:  
 
Belgium has carefully examined the reservation formulated by the Sultanate of Oman when it 
acceded, on 7 February 2006, to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women, adopted in New York on 18 December 1979. Belgium notes that the reservation 
formulated with respect to article 9, paragraph 2; article 15, paragraph  4; and article 16 concerns 
fundamental provisions of the Convention and is therefore incompatible with the object and purpose 
of that instrument. 
 
In addition, the first paragraph of the reservation makes the implementation of the Convention's 
provisions contingent upon their compatibility with the Islamic sharia and legislation in force in the 
Sultanate of Oman. This creates uncertainty as to which of its obligations under the Convention the 
Sultanate of Oman intends to observe and raises doubts as to Oma n's respect for the object and 
purpose of the Convention. 
 
Belgium recalls that, under article 28, paragraph 2, of the Convention, reservations incompatible with 
the object and purpose of the Convention are not permitted. It is in the common interest for all parties 
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to respect the treaties to which they have acceded and for States to be willing to enact such legislative 
amendments as may be necessary in order to fulfil their treaty obligations. Under customary 
international law, as codified in the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, a reservation 
incompatible with the object and purpose of a treaty is not permitted (article 19 (c)). 
 
In consequence, Belgium objects to the reservation formulated by the Sultanate of Oman with respect 
to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. This objection 
shall not preclude the entry into force of the Convention between the Kingdom of Belgium and the 
Sultanate of Oman. The Convention shall enter into force in its entirety, without Oman benefiting 
from its reservation. 
 

***** 
 
Czech Republic, 12 January 2007 
 
With regard to the reservations made by Oman upon accession: 
 
"The Government of the Czech Republic has examined the reservations made by the Sultanate of 
Oman upon accession to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women. 
 
The Government of the Czech Republic is of the view that the reservations made to Article 9 
paragraph 2, Article 15, paragraph 4 and Article 16, if put into practice, would inevitably result in 
discrimination against women on the basis of sex, which is contrary to the object and purpose of the 
Convention. Furthermore, the Government of the Czech Republic notes that the reservation regarding 
all provisions of the Convention not in accordance with the provisions of the Islamic sharia a nd 
legislation in force in the Sultanate of Oman does not clearly define for the other States Parties to the 
Convention the extent to which the Sultanate of Oman has accepted the obligations of the Convention 
and therefore raises concerns as to its commitment to the object and purpose of the Convention. 
 
It is in the common interest of States that treaties to which they have chosen to become parties are 
respected as to their object and purpose, by all parties, and that States are prepared to undertake any 
legislative changes necessary to comply with their obligations under the treaties. According to Article 
28, paragraph 2 of the Convention and according to customary international law as codified in the 
Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, a reservation  that is incompatible with the object and 
purpose of a treaty shall not be permitted. 
 
The Government of the Czech Republic therefore objects to the aforesaid reservations made by the 
Government of the Sultanate of Oman to the Convention. This objection shall not preclude the entry 
into force of the Convention between the Czech Republic and the Sultanate of Oman. The 
Convention enters into force in its entirety between the Czech Republic and the Sultanate of Oman, 
without the Sultanate of Oman benefiting from its reservation." 

***** 
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Denmark, 6 October 2006 
 
With regard to the reservations made by Oman upon accession: 
 
"The Government of Oman has examined the reservations made by the Sultanate of Oman upon 
accession to the Convention on the El imination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women 
regarding article 9 (2), 15 (4), 16 (a, c, f), and all provisions of the Convention not in accordance with 
the principles of the Islamic Sharia. 
 
The Government of Denmark finds that the general reservation with reference to the provisions of the 
Islamic Sharia is of unlimited scope and undefined character. The Government of Denmark 
furthermore notes that the reservations made by the Sultanate of Oman to article 9 (2), 15 (4), and 16 
(a, c, f) would ine vitable result in the discrimination against women on the basis of sex, which is 
contrary to the object and purpose of the Convention. Consequently, the Government of Denmark 
considers the said reservations to be incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention and 
accordingly inadmissible and without effect under international law. 
 
The Government of Denmark wishes to recall that, according to article 28 (2) of the Convention, 
reservations incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention shall not be permitted. 
 
The Government of Denmark therefore objects to the aforemention ed reservations made by the 
Sultanate of Oman to the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women. This shall not preclude the entry into force of the Convention in its entirety between Oman 
and Denmark. 
 
The Government of Denmark recommends the Sultanate of Oman to reconsider its reservations to the 
Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women." 
 

***** 
 
Estonia, 4 December 2006 
 
With regard to the reservation made by Oman upon accession: 
 
"The Government of the Republic of Estonia has carefully examined the reservations made by the 
Government of Sultanate of Oman to paragraph 2 of Article 9, paragraph 4 of Article 15, and 
subparagraphs (a), (c) and (f) of Article 16 of the Convention on the Elimina tion of all Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women. 
 
The reservations to paragraph 2 of Article 9, paragraph 4 of Article 15, and subparagraphs (a), (c) 
and (f) of Article 16, if put into practice, would inevitably result in discrimination against women on 
the basis of sex, which is contrary to the object and purpose of the Convention. In particular, Article 




