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Preamble 

1.
The Republic of Azerbaijan has acceded to UN Convention on the Rights of the Child by Law# 236 of the Parliament of the Republic of Azerbaijan of July 21, 1992 and its Optional Protocol on the Involvement of the Children in Armed Conflicts by Law #286-IIQ of the Parliament of the Republic of Azerbaijan of April 2, 2002.

2.
Optional Protocol increases the age for compulsory military service to 18. Optional Protocol calls on Member States to increase the age for military service to 18 and ensure that induction into military service is conducted on voluntary basis. Member States shall take all feasible measures on the prevention of direct participation in armed conflicts of persons under the age of 18 who serve in armed forces units. Member States also agree to prohibit involvement and use of persons under the age of 18 by non-state armed groups and take legal measures on the prevention of such practices in their territory. 

3.
Besides, Optional Protocol includes provisions on strengthening international cooperation furthermore. 

4.
The Government of the Azerbaijan Republic praises the opportunity to report to UN Committee on the Rights of the Child on implementation status of international obligations assumed with regard to Optional Protocol on Involvement of Children in Armed Conflicts of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Initial Report was developed in accordance with Revised Rules on Initial Reports submitted by Member States based on Article 8.1 of Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflicts (CRC/OPAC/2, October 19, 2007).

I.

General Measures 
5.
Azerbaijan Republic Ministries of Defence, Justice, Education, Health, Labour and Social Protection of Population, State Committees on Affairs of Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons and Family, Women and Children’s Affairs were involved in the preparation of this Report. 

6.
In accordance with Section II of Article 148 of the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan, international agreements joined by the Republic of Azerbaijan constitute integral part of legal system of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Based on Article 151, if contradiction emerges between normative-legal acts of legislation system of the Azerbaijan Republic (with the exception of the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan and acts adopted through referendum) and Inter-state Agreements of the Republic of Azerbaijan, international agreements will prevail.

In accordance with Article 23 of Constitutional law #21-İVKQ of the Republic of Azerbaijan of December 21, 2010 on Normative-legal Acts, international agreements of the Republic of Azerbaijan shall be applied directly, with the exception of cases when application of norms reflected in those Agreements requires adoption of intra-state normative legal acts. Thus, compared to local legislation, the legal status of Optional Protocol prevails; therefore its direct application is envisaged.

While ensuring fair trial, national courts refer to various international documents regulating the protection of human rights, including provisions of UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

7.
In the Republic of Azerbaijan, regulation of the protection of child’s rights is ensured by State Committee of Family, Women and Children’s Affairs. The Committee, within the frame of its operation, exerts control over implementation of state policy in the field of child’s rights in expedient manner. Moreover, measures with regard to this issue are taken by other concerned state bodies too. 

Body which would be in charge of implementation, monitoring, coordination of Optional Protocol, development of strategy, international cooperation, collection of information and conducting research, ensuring coordination with independent structures and civil society institutions wasn’t identified in concrete terms. However, fields covered by Protocol can be included in the area of activities of following institutions:

· Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Azerbaijan; 

· Ministry of Education of the Republic of Azerbaijan;

· Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan;

· Ministry of Health of the Republic of Azerbaijan;

· Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan;

· Ministry of Youth and Sport of the Republic of Azerbaijan;

· Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Azerbaijan;

· Ministry of Labour and Social Protection of Population of the Republic of Azerbaijan;

· State Committee on Affairs of Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons of the Republic of Azerbaijan; 

· State Committee on Family, Women and Children’s Affairs; 

· State Statistics Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

The mentioned state institutions were involved in the preparation of the Report in comprehensive manner. Furthermore, the experience of national expert was referred to during preparation of the Report.

8.
Specialized Ombudsman Apparatus on Child Rights is not available in the Republic of Azerbaijan. However, in comments of 2006 submitted to the Azerbaijan Government (CRC/C/AZE/CO/2), UN Committee on the Rights of the Child recommended, “assigning Special Commissioner on Child Rights within existing Ombudsman Apparatus on Human Rights or establishing special department or section on children’s rights, by taking into account General Opinion #2 on the Role of Independent Human Rights Institutions in Promotion and Protection of Children’s Rights. In accordance with the Comments, the mentioned department should be equipped with necessary human and financial resources and shall investigate children’s complaints and assign without delay compensations for the violations of rights envisaged by Convention. 
Recommendations were taken into account and in 2006 Child Rights Centre was established under the Ombudsman Apparatus with the financial support of the United Nations Children’s Fund. The Centre takes measures on adaptation of national legislation in accordance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child, development of training modules and programs on child’s rights, strengthening public awareness activities, monitoring of mass media and cases of violence against children and exploration of international practices on protection of children’s rights. 

9.
Education Programs of educational institutions of special purpose under the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Azerbaijan are prepared, based on standards of the Ministry of Education, by the Head of Military Education Institution, agreed with the Ministry of Education and approved by concerned agency of the Ministry of Defence.
Military bases and units of Armed Forces of the Republic of Azerbaijan organize and conduct trainings on the theme of “International Humanitarian Law” for all categories of people. Furthermore, Ministry of Justice publications include articles on protection of children’s rights and freedoms, and Optional Protocol was posted on Ministry’s internet site, by using high information technologies.  

10.
As a result of military activities of Armenian forces against Azerbaijan lasting for more than 20 years, Nagorno-Karabagh and seven adjacent districts of Azerbaijan were occupied by Armenia. Consequently, Azerbaijan was temporarily deprived of opportunity to control these areas, therefore is able to implement and control implementation of Optional Protocol in all regions of Azerbaijan, including the territory of Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic, with the exception of occupied regions.


II.
Preventative Measures (Articles 1, 2, 4 (2), 6 (2))
11.
In accordance with Article 2 of the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on Principles of Conscription, with persons assigned for alternative services (labour service) excluded, every male citizen of the Republic of Azerbaijan who has reached the age of 18 and is physically qualified for military service shall do military service for the period of 18 months or pass induction training for the period from one to three months in the ranks of Armed Forces of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 
In accordance with Section 4 of Article 5 of the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on Military Service and Article 6 of Regulations on Serving in the Army, citizens who have reached the age of 17 can be admitted to military schools. Citizens admitted to military schools are considered in actual fixed term military service and called cadets. Positions of military servants who do actual military service are referred to them too. They and their family members benefit from rights defined for military servants who are in actual fixed term military service and their family members.

The Republic of Azerbaijan has acceded to Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflicts by a relevant Declaration. In this declaration, the Republic of Azerbaijan, based on Article 3 of the Protocol declares that «In accordance with the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on Military Service, the citizens of the Republic of Azerbaijan and other persons meeting the defined requirements for military service can enrol in and be admitted to actual military service of cadets’ military schools from the age of 17 on voluntary basis. The Republic of Azerbaijan guarantees that this type of service is not forcible or compulsory, is ensured based on informed consent of parents or legal assignees of those persons, the mentioned persons are provided with comprehensive information on ranks with regard to this type of military service and they are required to provide document confirming their age during admittance into service in national armed forces.”
12.
Legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan doesn’t envisage compulsory induction (involvement) of persons under the age of 18 into military service in the ranks of Armed Forces.
13.
During induction of person who has reached the age of 18 into fixed term actual military service, Identity Card is considered a document confirming his age.  
14.
Existing legislation doesn’t include provision which enables to decrease the age of military service in exceptional cases (e.g. emergency situations).

15.
In accordance with Article 4 of the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on Conscription Principles, conscripts who have reached the age of 17 can pass off-job training on military-technical positions in educational institutions of voluntary military-patriotism society, vocational schools and vocational lyceums every year.

16.
Admission to military high schools and military lyceums is conducted on voluntary basis and on condition of parents’ consent. In this case those who wish to enrol in military school file an application, pass assessment by medical evaluation board and afterwards, pass entrance exams organized by State Commission on Admittance of Students. Those who pass exams successfully are enrolled in military school.  

17.
Those who wish to enrol in military school, having submitted application, are assessed by medical evaluation board. 
18.
Birth certificate is considered a valid document to confirm the age of those who enrol in military high school on voluntary basis.

19.
In accordance with Article 3 of the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on Status of Military Servants, citizens are granted with the status of civil servants in fashion defined by the Legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic upon the day of induction into Armed Forces of the Republic of Azerbaijan, entering into service in the ranks of Armed Forces on voluntary basis or based on agreement and admitting to military school.
In accordance with Article 30 of the same Law, military servants bear responsibility for law infringements in manner stipulated by the Legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Irrespective of military rank and position, civil servants are equally amenable to the Law.
20.
Citizens who express the wish to enrol in military school and their parents are provided with comprehensive information on military service. Moreover, population are informed on additional military services through mass media (radio, TV, newspaper etc.).
21.
A Monthly allowance in the amount of 90 AZN is assigned for cadets enrolled in Military High Schools. Apart from that, they are provided with State-funded food, clothing and dormitory for the period of apprenticeship. Based on the Statute on Military Service, they are assigned to relevant positions in Armed Forces upon the completion of education.

The cadets of military lyceums are also provided with State-funded food, clothing and dormitory, monthly allowance in the amount of 38 AZN and are admitted to Military High Schools of the Ministry of Defence of the Azerbaijan Republic without being involved in general admittance exams.

22.
The minimum age limit for admittance to high military schools under the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Azerbaijan was defined as 17, while minimum age limit for military lyceums is 14. In accordance with Article 4 of Law on Conscription Principles in the Republic of Azerbaijan, conscripts who have reached the age of 17 can pass off-job training on military-technical positions in educational institutions of voluntary military-patriotism society, vocational schools and vocational lyceums every year.

23.
High military schools (Azerbaijan Military High School named after Heydar Aliyev, Azerbaijan Military Aviation High School and Azerbaijan Military Naval High School) granting Bachelor Degree on civil professions and military lyceums (Military Lyceum named after Heydar Aliyev and Military Lyceum named after C. Nakhchivanski) providing full general education based on Education Program of the Ministry of Education are functioning under the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Special military disciplines taught in Military High Schools make up 41.5%, while civil disciplines-58.5%.

Term of apprenticeship in Military High Schools is 4 years, while in military lyceums is 3.

24.
Cadets are admitted to Military High Schools under the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Azerbaijan from Military Lyceums of the Ministry of Defence and general education schools. Syllabuses of military lyceums are identical to education programs of general education schools and within the frame of these Syllabuses, 20 hours are assigned for education of “Human rights and freedoms” subject on “The Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan” discipline and 18 hours for ”Human Rights” subject on “Human and Society” discipline. Besides, “The International Humanitarian Law” subject on “Political Sciences and International Relations” discipline is also taught. 

25.
In accordance with the Decree of the Minister of Defence on Admittance of Cadets into Military Schools of the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Azerbaijan, civilians with secondary education, who have reached the age of 17 by September 15 of admittance year and haven’t reached the age of 19 by year of secondary school completion are admitted to military high schools and civilians who completed the 8-th grade of secondary school, have reached the age of 14 and haven’t reached the age of 16 are admitted to military lyceums. Candidates who haven’t reached the age of 18 are required to submit consent of their parents or persons replacing them approved by notary office. 

Cadets of military lyceums don’t possess the status of military servants. Since the minimum age limit for admittance to high military schools of the Ministry of Defence is 17, cadets of those schools are not involved in military operations during military mobilization, armed conflicts or emergency situations, as in accordance with the Order of Minister of Defence on Training of Armed Forces of the Republic of Azerbaijan in the Next Academic Year, inclusion of cadets of high military schools in military operations is ensured under the stipulation that they receive training and education based on a shortened two-year program. In accordance with the requirements of Article 65 of the Statute on High Military Schools of the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Azerbaijan enforced by Decree# 134 of the Minister of Defence of the Republic of Azerbaijan of July, 15, 1998 and Article 50 of the Statute on Military Lyceums of the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Azerbaijan enforced by Decree #121 of the Minister of Defence of the Republic of Azerbaijan of June, 29, 1998, cadets can be excluded from military school on the ground of their unwillingness to study.

26.
In accordance with Article 110 of Discipline Charter on the Armed Forces of the Republic of Azerbaijan, cadets of military schools possess a right to make written and oral complaints. In accordance with Article 112 of the mentioned Charter, military servant can make complaint only in his own name. Furthermore, based on the requirements of Article 109, complainant should submit complaint to the Supervisor of person complained about. Complainant who doesn’t know who is the violator of his rights, can make a complaint on team. 

27.
In order to ensure effective implementation of International Humanitarian Law provisions, the Republic of Azerbaijan has taken relevant legislative measures. Thus, the Republic of Azerbaijan ratified the under mentioned Geneva Conventions (1949) by Resolution #573 of the Parliament of the Republic of Azerbaijan of April 21, 1993: 

-
Convention on Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces;

-
Convention on Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea;  

-
Convention on Treatment of Military Prisoners; 

-
Convention on Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflicts.

Moreover, violation of International Humanitarian Law provisions is prohibited by the national criminal legislation. Thus, in accordance with Article 116 of Criminal Code, the act of violation of International Humanitarian Law provisions in armed conflicts, i.e. involvement of adolescents in armed conflicts (in addition to other acts) is punished with the deprivation of freedom for the period from seven to fifteen years or deprivation of freedom for life. In accordance with the same Article, the act of commission of large scale destruction without military expediency, launching an attack against unprotected areas, residential areas and disarmed zones without military expediency, launching an attack against areas that aren’t military targets, clearly demarcated and distinguished areas, as well as specially protected historical, educational, cultural, scientific, humanitarian and medical objects, areas where sick and wounded are placed, launching an attack against civilians and individuals who don’t participate in armed conflicts, rape, sexual slavery, forced prostitution, forced sterilization, forced pregnancy and other violent acts of sexual  nature is punished with deprivation of liberty for the period from seven to fifteen years or deprivation of liberty for life. 


III.
Prohibition and other pertaining issues (articles 1, 2, 4 (1, 2))
28.
In accordance with Article 116 of Criminal Code, the act of violation of International Humanitarian Law provisions in armed conflicts, especially the act of involvement of adolescents in armed forces is punished with the deprivation of freedom for the period from seven to fifteen years or deprivation of freedom for life. 

29.
The establishment of armed unions or groups that are not envisaged in national legislation is prohibited in the Republic of Azerbaijan. In accordance with Article 279 of Criminal Code of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the act of establishment of such unions or groups, participation in their establishment and operation, provision with arms, ammunition, explosive substances, military machinery is punished with the deprivation of liberty for the period from three to eight years (279.1). Furthermore, launching an act against entities, agencies, organisations and individuals under the mentioned groups or unions is punished with the deprivation of liberty for the period from seven to twelve years (279.2). If the act of attack resulted in death or caused other severe consequences, it is punished with the deprivation of liberty for the period from eight to fifteen years or deprivation of liberty for life be confiscating or not confiscating the property (279.3).

30.
There is no available information on cases of conviction with regard to involvement of adolescents in armed conflicts in the Republic of Azerbaijan which is prohibited by the relevant provisions of criminal legislation. 
31.
While ensuring fair trial, national courts refer to various international documents, including the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
32.
The situation with regard to other international documents on implementation of Optional Protocol is elaborated below: 

· Convention #182 of International Labour Organisation on Urgent Measures to Prohibit and Eliminate Worst Forms of Child Labour (1999)?

The Republic of Azerbaijan, by Law #585-IIQ of January 13, 2004, acceded to the Convention on Urgent Measures to Prohibit and Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labour (including Recommendation #190 supplementing its provisions) adopted by Supreme Conference of International Labour Organisation in the city of Geneva on June 17, 1999. 

· Optional  Protocols # 1 and 2 of Geneva Convention of 1949, (1977);

The Republic of Azerbaijan signed and ratified Geneva Convention of 1949. However, Protocol #1 on the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts and Protocol#2 on the Protection of Victims of Non-international Armed Conflicts were not ratified by the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

· Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (1998);

The Republic of Azerbaijan was represented in Rome Conference and Final Act of conference was signed. However, the Statute of the International Criminal Court wasn’t ratified by the Azerbaijan Republic. 

33.
In accordance with civil legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic, legal entity is liable for execution of its obligations with full range of its property. With the exception of cases envisaged by national legislation or Statute of the legal entity, founder (participant) of legal entity is not responsible for obligations of legal entity and vice versa. On the other hand, in accordance with national criminal legislation, criminal liability is envisaged only for natural persons; person in clear state of mind who has reached the age limit defined in accordance with Article 19 of Criminal Code and who committed crime is held criminally liable. Thus, according to existing legislation legal entities are not held criminally liable. 
34.
National criminal legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan explicitly defines its jurisdiction with regard to crimes committed within and beyond the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Thus, in accordance with Article 11 of Criminal Code of the Republic of Azerbaijan, person who committed crime within the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan is held criminally liable based on this Code. Crime commenced, continued or completed in the territory of the Azerbaijan Republic is considered a crime committed in the territory of the Azerbaijan Republic. Additionally, crime committed in national waters of the Azerbaijan Republic, sector of the Caspian Sea (lake) which belongs to the Azerbaijan Republic, air space and economic zone of the Azerbaijan Republic is considered a crime committed in the territory of the Azerbaijan Republic (11.2). Person who committed crime on board of watercraft sailing on open water or aircraft flying in open air space beyond the territory of the Azerbaijan Republic under the flag or ensign of the Azerbaijan Republic is held criminally liable based on the same Code (11.3). Person who committed crime in craft which belongs to navy or air forces of the Azerbaijan Republic is held criminally liable based on the same Code irrespective of craft’s location (11.4).5

The force of criminal legislation on crimes committed beyond the territory of the Azerbaijan Republic is regulated by special provision (Article 12). Thus, if citizens of the Azerbaijan Republic and persons without citizenship who are in permanent residence in Azerbaijan committed act of illegal nature (action or inaction) beyond the territory of the Azerbaijan Republic, if this act is considered a crime based on legislations of the Azerbaijan Republic and Foreign State where crime was committed and if those persons weren’t convicted in Foreign State for this crime, they are held criminally liable based on Criminal Code (12.1). In cases when foreigners and persons without citizenship committed crime beyond the territory of the Azerbaijan Republic against citizens of the Azerbaijan Republic, against interest (benefit) of the Azerbaijan Republic, as well as in cases stipulated by International Agreements of the Azerbaijan Republic and if they weren’t convicted in Foreign State for this crime, they can be held criminally liable based on Criminal Code (12.2). 

Citizens of the Azerbaijan Republic, foreigners or persons without citizenship who committed crimes such as crime against peace and humanity, war crime, human trafficking, terrorism, financing of terrorism, hijacking of the aircraft, kidnapping of the person, capture of hostage, torture, piracy, illegal turnover of drugs and psychotropic substances, production and sale of fake money and securities, attacking persons or organisation benefiting from international protection, crimes on radioactive materials, as well as other crimes which are punished under the International Agreements of the Republic of Azerbaijan are held criminally liable and convicted based on Criminal Code irrespective of place of crime commission (12.3). Military servants of military units of Armed Forces of the Republic of Azerbaijan forming part of Peacekeeping Military Forces who committed crime beyond the territory of the Azerbaijan Republic are held criminally liable based on Criminal Code, if other case wasn’t envisaged by International Agreements of the Republic of Azerbaijan (12.4).

National legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic envisages jurisdiction beyond its territory on cases of major violation of the International Humanitarian Law. Thus, in accordance with Article 12.3 of Criminal Code, citizens of the Azerbaijan Republic, foreigners or persons without citizenship who committed crimes such as crime against peace and humanity, war crime, human trafficking, terrorism, financing of terrorism, hijacking of the aircraft, kidnapping of the person, capture of hostage, torture, piracy, illegal turnover of drugs and psychotropic substances, production and sale of fake money and securities, attacking persons or organisation benefiting from international protection, crimes on radioactive materials, as well as other crimes which are punished under the International Agreements of the Republic of Azerbaijan are held criminally liable and convicted based on Criminal Code irrespective of place of crime commission

36. The Republic of Azerbaijan acceded to European Convention on Extradition and its Optional Protocols, European Convention on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters and its Optional Protocol, UN Convention against Trans-national Organized Crime, its Optional Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons Especially Women and Children and its another Optional Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, CIS Member States Convention on Legal Aid and Legal Relations in Civil, Family and Criminal Cases of  January 22, 1993. Besides, the Republic of Azerbaijan entered into Bilateral Extradition Agreements with Kyrgyzstan, Iran, Bulgaria, China, United Arab Emirates and Jordan. 
It should be mentioned that Agreements on Legal Cooperation with regard to criminal cases were signed with Turkey, Russia, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Iran, United Arab Emirates, Bulgaria, Georgia and Lithuania (most of the mentioned agreements include provisions on extradition), Moldova.  

Cooperation on Extradition between the Republic of Azerbaijan and countries which aren’t party to the relevant agreements is ensured based on the Law of May 15, 2001 on Crime Perpetrator Extradition developed in accordance with international legal norms. In accordance with this Law, in the case of unavailability of relevant agreement between the Republic of Azerbaijan and country that demands crime perpetrator extradition, the provisions of this Law shall be applied by ensuring compliance with the principle of mutual assistance. If only, in accordance with the legislations of the Republic of Azerbaijan and Demanding Country, the act committed by a person is considered a crime and punishment in the form of deprivation of liberty for the period of at least one year or more severe type of punishment is stipulated for that crime, the person can be handed to Demanding Country. The person can be handed with the aim to ensure execution of sentence given by the court of foreign state for committed crime in the form of deprivation of liberty or more severe form of sentencing. In this case un-served term of punishment in the form of deprivation of liberty cannot be less than six months.  

In accordance with country’s legislation, citizens of the Republic of Azerbaijan who committed crime in the territory of Foreign State can’t be handed to Foreign State.
Following acceding to Optional Protocol, the Republic of Azerbaijan entered into Extradition Agreements with China, United Arab Emirates and Jordan.    

37.
National legislation doesn’t include provisions hindering Optional Protocol implementation. 

IV.
Protection, Rehabilitation and Reintegration (Article 6 (3))
38.
In accordance with paragraph 3 of Article 6 of Optional Protocol, Participant States take all feasible measures to ensure demobilization or release from military service in a different manner of persons under their jurisdiction who were involved in or used for military operations contrary to this Protocol. If necessary, Participant States shall provide all necessary assistance for physical and psychological status restoration and social reintegration of those persons. As was mentioned before, the Republic of Azerbaijan prohibits the practices of use of adolescents in armed conflicts which are conflicting with Optional Protocol. There is no available information on implementation of measures with regard to mentioned provision. 


V.
International Assistance and Cooperation (Article 7 (1))
39.
The Republic of Azerbaijan continues measures on furthering international cooperation with regard to implementation of Optional Protocol. As a vivid example of this, the under mentioned Geneva Conventions (1949) were ratified by Resolution #573 of the Parliament of the Republic of Azerbaijan of April 21, 1993:

-
Convention on Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces;

-
Convention on Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea;  

-
Convention on Treatment of Military Prisoners; 

-
Convention on Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflicts.


VI.
Other Legal Provisions (Article 5)
40.
The Republic of Azerbaijan believes that Optional Protocol on Involvement of Children in the Armed Conflicts is just one of the most important international conventions and documents on protection of children’s rights. Convention #182 of International Labour Organization on Urgent Measures to Prohibit and Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labour; Convention on the Rights of the Child and its Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crimes and its Supplementing Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children are international documents on prevention of children’s involvement in and suffering from armed conflicts that support implementation of Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflicts and the Republic of Azerbaijan has acceded to all of them.  

41.
Optional Protocol on Involvement of Children in Armed Conflicts is an integral part of national legislation and can be applied directly by local courts. 
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