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F O R E W O R D

In accordance with the terms and conditions set out by the Committee on the Elimination
of Discrimination Against Women, the Government of Barbados submits its third periodic
report for 1988-1989 on the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women.

Barbados ratified the Convention on October 16, 1980 and submitted a combined initial
and second periodic report to the U.N. Committee in April of 1990.

Barbadian women continue to enjoy equal opportunities with their menfolk in most
areas and are extended all freedoms and social justices as declared by the Constitution. There
have therefore been no significant changes in the status and equality of women since the
previous reports.

The Government of Barbados however re-affirms its commitment to the Convention and
to the full integration of women in the development of this country.

******
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PARTI

A. Demography

1. Barbados' population, which stood at just over 253,800 at the end of the last reporting
period, increased to approximately 256,900 at the end of the present reporting period. Table I
illustrates vital demographic statistics for 1988-1989. For comparison statistics for 1987 have
been included.

Table I - Population and Vital Statistics (1000 persons)

Total Population

Male
Female

Population Density [per sq. km.]

Birth Rate per 1000

Death Rate per 1000

Infant Mortality Rate per 1000 live births

Rate of natural increase per 1000

Population Growth Rate [%]

1987

253.7

121.4
132.3

590.0

15.1

8.0

22.4

7.1

0.08

1988

255.2

122.3
132.9

593.0

14.7

8.7

16.8

6.0

0.1

1989

256.9

123.3
133.6

597.0

15.7

8.9

15.4

6.8

0.6

Source: Digest of Statistics 1989 edition - Ministry of Labour.

B. Economy

2. Tourism continues to be Barbados' main foreign exchange earner, while earnings from
the sugar industry have declined. The estimated tourist expenditure has increased over the last
reporting period and has continued to show steady improvement. In 1988 the tourist industry
recorded Bds.$918.5m in tourist earnings, while in 1989, the figure rose to Bds.$1009.Om.
The sugar industry's earnings have shown a decline from Bds.$67.2m in 1988 to Bds.$52.Om
in 1989. The following tables illustrate by sector the total economic statistics in Barbados for
the years 1988-1989.


