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Two crisis centres structured like non-governmental  organizations are
operating in Bishkek.

(1) The "Chance" crisis centre, which provides psych ological, medical and
legal aid to women victims of rape, was set up on t he basis of a project
developed by the "Diamond" association with the fin ancial support of an
institute of humanitarian development in the Nether lands (Hivos).  It opened in
March 1997 and has a hot line.  Victims are examine d by a qualified medical
practitioner free of charge and receive psychologic al counselling,
psychotherapeutic and rehabilitative treatment and legal aid.  The crisis
centre works with students and provides instruction  in the peaceful resolution
of conflicts.  The project envisages extensive invo lvement of State and social
organizations in the prevention of rape and the def ence of women's rights.

(2) The "Umut" crisis centre and shelter has been op erating since
April 1997.  Rape victims can call a hot line and l ive for short periods in a
shelter.  They receive medical and psychological as sistance free of charge. 
The address of the shelter is confidential.  The st aff consists of nine people. 
From April to December 1997, 94 women resided there  for rehabilitation for
varying lengths of time and 383 telephone calls wer e received.  The study and
treatment of rape is carried out and contacts have been established with five
educational institutions, government bodies and wom en's non-governmental
organizations.  Financial support is given by State  institutions and
international organizations (Hivos, Adra and Kumtor  Operating Company).

The legislation sets out heavy penalties for violen ce against women,
creating strong guarantees of their personal inviol ability.  According to the
Criminal Code (art. 129), rape, i.e. sexual interco urse involving physical
force or the threat of its use against the victim o r family members or
involving the exploitation of the victim in a defen celess state, is punishable
by imprisonment for five to eight years.

Rape committed repeatedly, by a prior offender, by a group acting in
concert, with the threat of murder or severe physic al injury, with particular
cruelty to the victim or others, with the transmiss ion to the victim of
venereal disease, or knowingly upon a minor is puni shable by imprisonment for
8 to 15 years.

Rape resulting through negligence in the death of t he victim, transmission
to the victim of HIV or other serious diseases, or committed by an organized
group is punishable by imprisonment for 15 to 20 ye ars.

Rape of a minor with particularly serious consequen ces is punishable by
imprisonment for 17 to 20 years or by the death pen alty.

In 1996, the prosecution branch investigated 293 cr iminal cases of rape of
women, in which 408 persons were indicted, while St ate security investigators
handled 17 criminal cases, in which 25 persons were  indicted and brought to
trial.

In 1997, investigators in the prosecution branch cl osed 286 criminal cases
of rape of women, in which 374 persons were indicte d and brought to trial,
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Article 10

107. In accordance with the Convention, the Constitu tion of the Kyrgyz Republic
(art. 32) guarantees everyone the right to educatio n.  The law on education
provides for the right to education without distinc tion as to sex (art. 2).

The law on education and other basic regulations in  the fields of
education, science and culture contain no rules or provisions that discriminate
against women.  The basic regulatory provisions, or ders, instructions and
recommendations are:

- The regulations on the multi-level structuring of higher education in
the Kyrgyz Republic;

- The regulations on government educational standard s in the Kyrgyz
Republic;

- The regulations on State institutions of higher ed ucation in the
Kyrgyz Republic.

The rules for admission to secondary and higher edu cational institutions
and other regulations truly ensure equal rights for  women and men in education.

Education is one of the most important means by whi ch women may gain
skills and professional qualifications and acquire confidence in their own
abilities.

108. In recent years women in the Kyrgyz Republic ha ve made major breakthroughs
in the area of education.  Education has helped to form a new type of woman in
Kyrgyzstan and contributed to national diversity.

There is virtually no problem of illiteracy or disc rimination in education
for women in Kyrgyzstan.  The prevalence of literac y and the high educational
level among women are real achievements.  At presen t, 4.5 per cent of the total
population of women aged 15 and over is illiterate.

In order to sustain what has been achieved, during the ongoing social
transformations Kyrgyzstan is spending more on educ ation than on defence.

In 1993, freedom to attend secondary school educati on was proclaimed in
Kyrgyzstan, and according to the Constitution (art.  32, para. 2), general
secondary education is compulsory and free of charg e.  There is no
discrimination on grounds of sex.  The teaching of girls and boys is
coeducational, except in particular cases.

Over 51 per cent of the students at higher educatio nal institutions and
secondary specialized institutes are women.  Women are the primary resource in
the fields of education, science and science-based services.

This is confirmed by statistics on admission of wom en to higher
educational institutions in the Kyrgyz Republic and  by the number of young
women specialists graduating every year from educat ional institutions.
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     Number         %

Female heads of household        552        28

Households      1 951       100

Despite changes in the status of women in Kyrgyzsta n and the expansion of
their roles in society, women spend most of their t ime on taking care of the
family, raising children and housekeeping.  The dai ly burden of these tasks is
inestimably larger on women than on men.  The time spent by women workers and
employees on housework amounts to three hours and 3 0 minutes of the working day
and equals four hours for collective farm workers, while their free time is one
hour and 23 minutes and one hour and three minutes,  respectively.

On rest days, women spend twice the amount of time on housework as on
working days.

In 1990, the time spent on housework by women worke rs, employees and
collective farm workers (in a 24-hour period) was a s follows:

   Workers and
    employees

Collective farm
    workers

Working
  days

 Free
 days

Working
  days

 Free
 days

Time spent on housekeeping
(hours:  minutes)   3:37  7:08   4:06  8:12

Percentage spent on housework   88.4  87.1   92.3  95.2

Percentage of the above
on:  Cooking   44.8  29.6   44.2  31.5

Washing and ironing   12.1  24.3   12.4  23.9

Sewing, knitting, care of
clothing and footwear    7.1   9.3    8.8  10.2

Housecleaning   11.1  12.0    9.1   7.6

Appliance, furniture and home
repair    2.4   2.7    3.2   6.2

Child care    9.5   7.2   11.4  12.4

Other forms of housework    1.4   2.0    3.2   3.4

Shopping for non-food items    2.4   3.7    1.5   1.1

Shopping for food items    9.0   8.6    6.0   3.5

Shopping for services    0.2   0.6    0.2   0.2

Over 40 per cent of the time women spend on houseke eping on working days,
and around 30 per cent on free days, is on cooking.   As a result of problems in
purchasing food items and the insufficient supply o f ready-to-cook products,
the time spent on cooking in 1990 was 20 per cent l onger than in 1980.

About one fifth of housework comprises washing, sew ing and care of
clothing, underwear and footwear, up to 12 per cent , housecleaning, and almost
13 per cent, shopping for goods and services.  Ther e is a very large difference
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disabled children under 16 and families receiving S tate financial assistance
receive discounts of 40 per cent and 30 per cent, r espectively, on the cost of
gas.  These concessions are provided in accordance with established consumer
standards.

Government Regulation No. 268 of 6 May 1997 approve d the resolution on the
procedure for according concessions to individuals decorated with State honours
which introduced concessions for persons decorated with the order of "Batyr
ene" (heroine-mother).

At the local level, impoverished partial families a re given priority in
the provision of supplementary assistance out of th e local budget and the
humanitarian aid received by the Kyrgyz Republic.

On 10 December 1997, an agreement was signed betwee n the State Committee
on the Family, Women and Youth and the director of the regional bureau for
Central Asia and the Caucasus of the "Counterpart" agency of the United States
of America on the provision to Kyrgyzstan of humani tarian aid equivalent to
$US 2,500,000 in the form of warm clothing and foot wear.  This humanitarian
act, known as the "Gift of the People", was intende d for boardinghouses,
refugees, elderly peoples' homes, boarding schools and specialized
institutions.  The humanitarian aid was delivered a nd distributed in the Osh,
Jalal-Abad, Chu, Issyk-Kul and Talas regions of Kyr gyzstan.  The recipients
were socially vulnerable groups of the population, large families and orphans. 
The State Committee on the Family, Women and Youth is currently considering
other proposals for the provision of humanitarian a id to Kyrgyzstan from
international governmental and non-governmental org anizations.

140. In implementation of the strategy for reorganiz ation of the financial and
banking sector under the FINSAC programme, a series  of legislative acts
regulating the activities of financial and loan ins titutions has been adopted. 
New versions of the laws on the national bank and o n banks and banking activity
based on legal principles of banking organization h ave been adopted.

In terms of the development of specialized, non-ban king financial
institutions, efforts are being made to set up cred it unions in order to
provide a separate form of banking services, includ ing in rural areas.  A pilot
project of the Asian Development Bank has facilitat ed the establishment of
experimental credit unions, with encouraging result s.  Credit unions contribute
to the people's independence by disseminating credi t resources and ensure
effective control of the subscription and repayment  of loans and free access of
the population to financial resources using simplif ied procedures.

Preparations are now under way in the Kyrgyz Republ ic for the creation of
credit houses for women for investments and loans o n preferential terms and
support to women entrepreneurs.

Women are accorded equal rights in terms of legal c apacity (Civil Code,
sect. 1, art. 52) and civil responsibility (Civil C ode, sect. 3, art. 56). 
Accordingly, they have equal rights to loans and ot her forms of financial
credit.  In Kyrgyz families, women do not need the consent of their father or
husband to receive credits and loans.
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to choose their profession and occupation (Family a nd Marriage Code, Part IV,
art. 22).

Spouses have equal rights in the ownership, acquisi tion, administration,
enjoyment and disposition of both personal property  (art. 28) and jointly owned
property (art. 23).  The Family and Marriage Code p rovides for equality of the
spouses' rights to property if one of them was runn ing the household or looking
after children or had no independent income for oth er compelling reasons
(Part II, art. 23).

With a view to further expansion of legal regulatio ns in this area, and in
the light of international practice, the proposed n ew Family Code incorporates
a new conception of the contractual regime governin g spousal property and of
the marriage contract (Chapter 8).

The Family and Marriage Code envisages equality of rights and duties of
parents in the sense that the father and mother hav e equal rights and duties in
respect of their children.  They enjoy equal rights  and bear equal
responsibilities as parents in the event that their  marriage is dissolved
(Family and Marriage Code, art. 74).

In accordance with the Convention on the Eliminatio n of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women, matters relating to t he education of children are
decided jointly by mutual consent between the spous es (Family and Marriage
Code, Part II, art. 22).  Women enjoy the right fre ely to decide for themselves
whether to have children (law on protection of the health of the Kyrgyz people,
art. 20).

154. In the transitional period, family and marriage  relations have been
transformed:  the family's prestige and authority a nd the significance of its
place in society have diminished.  This has led to a drop in the family's
standards of living and to an increase in criminali ty among women and children.
The State Committee on the Family, Women and Youth has elaborated a project to
raise the family's prestige, strengthen its status,  improve its physical and
spiritual wellbeing, preserve the population's gene  pool and revive positive
national traditions with regard to the family and k inship.

155. Under the Labour Code, after a break in work se rvice on account of
maternity, working women, at their request, may be given leave to care for a 
child until the child reaches the age of three.  In  the event of the mother's
death, withdrawal of her parental rights, prolonged  institutional treatment or
other causes specified in the Labour Code, such lea ve may be accorded to the
father or another relative or caregiver instead of to the mother by decision of
the child's family.

Short-term leave without pay is given to women with  two or more children
under the age of 14 and to women obliged to care fo r sick members of the
family.

The rights and duties of husband and wife are valid  from the time of
registration of the marriage in the registry office .  If the husband and wife
are in de facto conjugal relations, recognition of such relations as lawful
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