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1. The United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women (CEDAW) is part of the international institution's activities aimed at promoting
the fundamental rights of human beings. The Convention was adopted and opened to
signature, ratification and accession by the United Nations General Assembly in resolution
34/180 of December 1979. The Zambian government acceded to the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) on 1st February, 1985.

2. In accordance with article 18 of the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women, which provides for state parties to submit reports on
legislative, judicial, administrative or other measures adopted to give effect to the provisions of
the Convention and on the progress made, Zambia submits her combined initial and second
periodic report.

COUNTRY CONTEXT

Background

3. Zambia is a landlocked country situated in the Southern part of Africa south of the
equator. It shares borders with eight countries: Malawi to the east, Zaire to the north, Tanzania
to the north east, Angola to the north west, Mozambique to the south east, Zimbabwe to the
south, Botswana and Namibia to the south west. Zambia covers an area of 752,614 square
kilometres and has a tropical climate with three distinct seasons, a warm and wet season
stretching from November to April, a cool dry season from May to August and a hot dry season
covering September and October. The country's vegetation may broadly be classified as
savannah woodlands which consists of various trees, tall grass, shrubs, herbs and other
woodlands mainly of the deciduous type.

4. Administratively Zambia is divided into nine provinces and 57 districts. The country
has 73 ethnic groups and seven major tribal groupings namely: Bemba, Tonga, Lunda,
Kaonde, Lozi, Luvale and Nyanja. The country's official language is English. Bemba and
Nyanja are the common languages spoken in the two major urban areas, Copperbelt and Lusaka
respectively. The rest of the country uses languages specific to their ethnic group and/or
locality.

5. Politically Zambia has passed through three different systems of Government since
political independence from Britain in 1964. For the first eight years following independence
(1964-1972) Zambia had a multiparty system of government. This was followed by a one party
participatory democracy until 1990. In 1990 Zambia reverted back to the multiparty system
through an act of parliament and in 1991 the second era of the multiparty system of government
began.

6. Zambia is a predominantly Christian country. The majority of the people are
protestants, namely the Anglicans, the Watchtowers and other churches falling under the United
Churches of Zambia. A relatively big proportion are Catholics.

Demographic profile

7. Zambia's population has been increasing rapidly over the past three decades. The
country has carried out four National Censuses since 1963. The first census was conducted in
1963 and the total population was 3.41 million. A second national census was carried out in
1969 and the total population was 4.06 million. The 1980 census of population and housing
reported a total population of 5.66 million. The last national Census was carried out in August
1990 and preliminary results indicate that Zambia's population, as of August 1990, was 7.82
million. Table 1 shows Zambia's population trends for the total and for men and women since
1921.
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8. Table 1 shows that the rate of growth of the population has been increasing over time.
Between 1963 and 1969 the rate of growth was 2.6 per cent per annum. This increased to 3.1
per cent per annum in the 1969-1980 period and to 3.2 per cent per annum in the 1980-1990
intercensal periods.

9. The Zambian population is extremely youthful. The population aged less than 15 years
increased from 46 per cent to 51 per cent between 1969 and 1980 for both men and women (see
table 2). This youthful population has implications for both fertility and labour force such as a
higher momentum for population growth and increased number of entrants to the labour force.
Zambia's population structure means that the momentum for future population growth is high
even if fertility rates decline in the immediate future and that more people will be entering the
labour force every year.

TABLE 1

Source:
*

Population trends in (WO)

YEAR

1921*

1931*

1946*

1956*

1963

1969

1980

1990

WOMEN

-

-

-

-

1720

2070

2890

3980

MEN

-

-

-

-

1690

1990

2770

3840

TOTAL

980

1340

1680

2850

3410

4090

5660

7820

Census of 1969, 1980 and 1990 (CSO, Lusaka).
Census of Africans 1963

TABLE 2 Per cent distribution of population by age group

AGE
GROUP

0-14

15-49

65+

Total
('000)

1969
MEN

45

52

3

2070

WOMEN

47

50

3

1990

1980
MEN

49

49

2

2890

WOMEN

50

47

3

2770

1990
MEN

48

50

2

3980

WOMEN

50

48

2

3840

Source: Census of 1969, 1980 and 1990 (CSO, Lusaka).


