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The neeting was called to order at 10.35 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 18 OF THE
CONVENTI ON (conti nued)

Second and third periodic reports of Argentina (CEDAW C ARG 2 and Add. 1
and 2, and CEDAW U ARG 3)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, Ms. Regazzoli and Ms. Schiavon
(Argentina) took places at the Conmittee table.

2. Ms. REGAZZOLlI (Argentina), introducing the second and third periodic
reports of Argentina, said that Argentine society faced obstacles stenm ng from
cultural, political, legal and econonic conditions that tended to perpetuate the
remai ning i nequalities between nen and wonen. |In seeking substantive change,

her CGovernment was working to include the gender perspective at the highest

| evel s of devel opnent planni ng and social and economnic policy. Although nuch
remai ned to be done, it was commtted to the observance of the Convention and
the work of the Conmittee.

3. The statistics included in the addendumto the second periodic report,
subnmitted in 1994, had been based on data gathered during the nost recent census
taken in 1991. The statistics provided in the third periodic report, which had
been submitted in Septenber 1996, had been updated since that census.

4, Ms. SCHI AVONl (Argentina) said that it nust be borne in nmind that Argentina
had gone through profound political, institutional, econonmc, |egal and

adm nistrative change in an effort to nake up for the consequences of the years
when denocracy had been interrupted.

5. The reformof the Constitution begun in 1994 had led to inportant advances
in the recognition of wonen's rights, since all the international human rights
treaties to which Argentina was a party, including the Convention on the
Elimnation of AIl Forms of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen, had been given
constitutional status.

6. In addition, the Constitution established affirmative-action neasures to
gi ve wonen equal access to participation in political parties through elective
office. The Quotas Act established a mninmmof 30 per cent wonen on the lists
of candidates for elective office. As a direct result, 80 wonen had

partici pated as nenbers of the Constituent Convention. In particular, the
Constitution called for the establishment of a special social security scheme
for women during pregnancy and | actation and for neglected children through
their elementary school years.

7. Turning to national nechanisns for the advancenment of wonen, she said that
the restructuring of the National Wnen's Council in January 1996 had resulted
in three national directorates in the areas of technical assistance; pronotion
and training; and comuni cation, information and di ssem nation. The President
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of the National Wnen's Council had mnisterial rank and reported directly to
the President of the Republic.

8. Anot her new mechani smwas the Federal Wnen's Council established in
Decenber 1996. Its purpose was to pronote wonen's enpl oynent, institutiona
strengt heni ng through the establishnent of provincial and municipal wonen's
agenci es, and conmuni cations strategies. A base document and pilot progranme
for a project to strengthen decentralization had been desi gned whi ch woul d
enhance the effectiveness and nanagenent capability of provincial wonen's
agencies by providing themw th technical assistance, training and basic
infrastructure. The National Wnen's Council had also intensified its efforts
in support of joint programmes with various nministries, for instance the

M ni stry of Labour and Social Security, the Mnistry of Education and the
Mnistry of Justice. As to comunications strategies, the Council distributed a
bi monthly publication with informati on about |egislation relevant to wonen's

i ssues, international treaties, and nechani sns to conbat discrimnation

Article 4

9. For the forthconmi ng national elections in Cctober, the Attorney-CGeneral had
instructed the agencies responsible for the elections to ensure that the Quotas
Act was strictly observed in respect of lists of candidates. The Nationa
Wren' s Council had al so distributed a brochure entitled "CQuidelines for
Conpliance with the Quotas Act" throughout the country.

Article 5

10. As part of governnent efforts to elimnate stereotypes, the Federa
Education Act, 1993, included provisions on elimnating discrimnatory
stereotypes fromteaching materials. A sem nar on wonen and how they were
portrayed in the nedia had been held in March 1997 under United Nations
auspi ces.

11. Legislation on protection agai nst domestic violence had led to the
establ i shment of centres for information and advice on physical and
psychol ogi cal abuse, to provide | egal resources and prevention progranmes. An
information hotline had been in operation since 1990, as well. The Nationa
Wonen's Council, together with the United Nations Children's Fund, had al so
begun a national programme of training, technical assistance and sensitization
on the subject of violence against wonen. Under the programe, a training
manual on ways of preventing and dealing with violence agai nst wonen in the
fam |y was being devel oped. The Council had al so organi zed training courses for
police officers and nmenbers of the court systemin prevention of domestic

viol ence and assistance to victinms. According to Mnistry of Justice data, the
great majority of domestic violence conplaints received in 1995 and 1996 had
been filed by wonen. A bill for the establishment of a national programe on
vi ol ence agai nst wonen was hal fway to approval in Parlianment.

Article 7

12. Argentina had both federal and provincial l|egal codes. In the federa
judiciary, 20.03 per cent of the total nunber of judges, prosecutors and
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attorneys in all types of courts were wonen. At the provincial level, wonen's
participation in the 24 jurisdictions anounted to about 33 per cent.

13. Wnen's participation in the provincial |egislatures was substantially

hi gher in provinces which had passed quota laws in 1993 and 1994, prior to the
nost recent elections; the rates for those provinces ranged from21 per cent in
Mendoza to 34 per cent in Chaco. Wnen's representation in the |egislatures of
provi nces whi ch had passed such laws in 1995 was expected to increase sharply
followi ng the next elections. Eighteen of the 24 provinces had adopted quota

[ aws.

Article 10

14. In 1996, female enrolnent at the initial and multi-track secondary |evels
had been 51 per cent and 52 per cent, respectively. Wnen had accounted for
54.4 per cent of new enrolnments in the national university system However, the
percentage of wonen in the National Technol ogical University had remai ned
unchanged at about 20 per cent.

15. Once the goals of the National Progranmme for the Pronotion of Equa
Qpportunities for Wonen (PRIOVM) had been nmet, an Area for Wnmen had been
formally established within the Mnistry of Culture and Education to ensure that
education served to strengthen equality of the sexes in all spheres and to
pronote solidarity. Al the basic material taught in formal education had been
revised to elimnate discrimnation, and the inclusion of material on wonen's
contributions to culture, economc growth and social devel opnment was bei ng
pronoted. A network of provincial focal points for wonen and educati on was
bei ng set up; the participants would be trained through national semnars and
techni cal assistance to the provinces. As a first step towards the devel opnent
of affirmative-action neasures, a research and academ c study conpetition was
bei ng held on the influence of regional cultural patterns on wonen's access to
and tendency to remain in the Argentine educational systemand on their choice
of fields of study.

Article 11

16. In April 1997, the National Wnmen's Council had signed a framework
agreenent with the Mnistry of Labour and Social Security on inter-institutiona
cooperation and technical assistance to pronote equal opportunities in

enpl oynent. It had also signed two additional protocols: one on the

i npl ement ati on and strengtheni ng of the Cccupational Quidance for Wnen Service,
and one on the Conmmunity Services Progranme and the Council's involvenment inits
operation at the provincial level. In 1997, funding for the latter progranme
had tripled in relation to its 1996 |evel.

17. In June 1997, nmeasures had been taken to enabl e housewi ves to participate
inthe Integrated Retirenent and Pensions System The Council had presented
bills to the National Congress on the regulation of |labour relations in the area
of donestic service and on the social security systemfor donestic workers.
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Article 12

18. In the period 1990-1995, wonen's |ife expectancy, at 76 years, had been

6. 74 years longer than that of nen. In general, maternal nortality rates had
declined in recent years, but significant differences between regions were stil
in evidence. The chief causes of naternal death were abortion and other direct
obstetrical causes, but the forner had decreased markedly over the past decade
in both relative and absolute terns, dropping from 133 deaths in 1985 to

90 deaths in 1993.

19. Provincial and municipal jurisdictions were responsible for health-care
services and were authorized to establish programmes in that area. |In 1994, the
Mnistry of Health had drawn up national health-care standards for norna
pregnancy, lowrisk childbirth and i nmedi ate neonatal care, and also for the
treatnment of disease patterns. A bill on responsible parenthood, which included
a list of authorized nethods of contraception, was still before the Nationa
Congress. A conmission involving the participation of scientific associations,
the United Nations Devel opment Programme and nenbers of the Mnistry, and of the
Nati onal Wbnen's Council, had drawn up proposed standards for responsible

parent hood and education for health.

20. The provinces and municipalities were inplenmenting a six-year maternal and
child health and nutrition programe ained at reducing maternal and child
norbidity and nortality rates by inproving the targeting, design, inplenmentation
and coordination of health care, nutrition, supplenentary feeding and child
devel opnent services and progranmes. The Wonen, Health and Devel opnent
Programe sought to inmprove wonen's health while raising their awareness of
gender inequalities attributable to cultural factors, to pronote and protect the
health of wonen and their fanmlies by providing basic information on health care
and to enable wonen to participate in devel opment by inproving their health and
quality of life. Activities under the Programe included the organization of
wor kshops t hroughout the country and of a national neeting at which a report on
the situation of wonen's health in Argentina had been el aborated, the

i npl ementation of a pilot project on health-care training for indigenous wonen
in their own |anguage and the provision of training in "women and heal t h"

wor kshops. About 60, 000 wonen had been trained as preventive health-care
workers, and training materials had been el aborated for use by comunity

| eaders. In 1995, the Programre had agreed to train 1,200 representatives of

t he Housew ves' Union fromvarious parts of the country. The National Wnen's
Council, for its part, was conducting research on early pregnancy and teenage
not her hood.

Article 13

21. In the context of the ongoing activities under the Council's agreenment with

the National Credit Programme for Mcro- and Small Enterprises, a 60-hour
training course on business administration was being offered to wonen. The
course was conducted by non-governnmental busi nesswonen's organi zations on the
basis of a progranme drawn up by the Council.
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22. The projects described in the second periodic report had been continued.
Under the "Northwest" project, 1,300 rural wormen had received training and
fornmed the coordinating teamfor the national network of rural wonen. Fifteen
groups with sel f-managenent capacity and know edge of new production
alternatives and technical skills had been forned, as had an interdisciplinary
team of specialists on gender issues. Over 14 per cent of the beneficiaries of
the "Northwest" project's progranme of credit and technical support for snal
producers had been wormen. Thirty-five per cent of the participating groups of
producers had consisted of both wonen and nen. Twenty-three wonmen's productive
proj ects had been carried out, and 45 extensi on workers had received training on
t he gender perspective.

23. The Departnent of the Environment and Natural Resources took an integrated
approach to sustainabl e devel opnent that included the gender perspective. |Its
proj ect on biodiversity would involve the active participation of women, in
conpliance with various provisions of the Beijing Platformfor Action. The use
of pesticides in agriculture was being studied, in viewof its harnful effects
on the health of wonmen and children. The Secretariat planned to prepare and

di ssem nate data for use in gender-specific planning and eval uation

Article 16

24. Parlianent had begun the process of approving a bill that would nodify the

| egal regi me governing the disposal of property of uncertain origin belonging to
a married couple, to renove the presunption in favour of the man. Wth respect

t o mai ntenance, steps had been taken to ensure that naintenance recipients were

paid the amounts to which they were entitled. Bills had been introduced on the

establ i shnment of a national register of persons in arrears on their maintenance

paynments and the establishment of a national maintenance fund and a fund for the
paynment of advances on unpai d nai nt enance.

25. Wth respect to the general comment contained in paragraph 4 of the report
of the pre-session working group (CEDAW T/ 1997/11/CRP.1/Add. 1), the description
of the social and econonmic situation contained in the third periodic report
illustrated the necessity of the Convertibility Plan, which had curbed runaway
inflation, boosted the gross donestic product and increased investnent and
exports. Further gains in productivity and conpetitiveness were expected for
1997.

26. In assessing the inmpact of structural refornms on the country's growth, it
was necessary to take into account such quality-of-life indicators as the |evel
of education of the workforce, initial per capita incone and nacroecononic
stability. The reformof the social security systemhad resulted in a decrease
in the percentage of the system s resources financed frompayroll contributions
and an increase in the percentage financed fromfiscal resources. |n the period
1991- 1996, the nean social security incone of retirees and pensioners had risen
by 29 per cent in real terms. Benefits had been collected by nearly 90 per cent
of men and 78 per cent of women aged 75 to 79, and by 18 per cent of men and

26 per cent of wonen aged 55 to 59.
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27. The Covernnment was aware that sone chal |l enges renained to be nmet, such as
unenpl oynent and the inprovenent of the living conditions of the population in
general and wonen in particular. The country's transformati on had affected
wonen, but a correlation had been established between economc results and
changes in the soci o-econonic status of wonen. As the econony had stabilized
and greater openness had been achi eved in devel opnent efforts, wonen's

enpl oynent prospects had i nproved considerably.

28. The CGovernnent believed that, had it not been for the far-reaching
structural reforns which had been carried out in recent years, the inequalities
in the distribution of wealth woul d now be much greater. Those inequalities
derived fromthe shortage of human resources and the profound and increasing
inequal ities of opportunities in education and occupational training. The
soci al devel opment programes which were being carried out by the Governnment
were pronoting equality and inproving the standard of living of the popul ation
as a whole and of wonen in particular.

29. In the area of human rights, wonen had broad protection under Argentine
law. Under the 1994 constitutional reform the Convention and human rights
agreenents were regarded as conpl enenting the rights and safeguards laid down in
the Constitution. Provision had been made in the Constitution for a
Parlianentary H gh Conmmi ssioner, with full operational autonony, who was

appoi nted by Congress for a five-year termand enjoyed the sane i munities and
privileges as |egislators.

30. The National Wnen's Council was carrying out a programe to nonitor bills
concerni ng wonen which were subnmitted to Congress and provide technica
assistance to legislators in drafting legislation. It had published a bookl et
on Argentine legislation and the Convention. In accordance with an agreenent
anong provincial wormen | egislators, a conmmunications network between nationa
and provincial legislators would be established over the next few days to carry
out joint action to secure the approval of proposals relating to wonen.

31. Following the re-election of President Menem the policies which had been
begun in 1989 to benefit women had been intensified and institutional mechanisns
for carrying out those policies had been strengthened.

Article 1

32. The National Wwnen's Council had drawn attention to the need to change the
current classification of offences against decency, and a proposal would be nmade
to anmend the Penal Code

33. The committee on the review of the Penal Code had not yet announced the
areas on which it would focus or what its priorities would be.

Article 2

34. The constitutional reformof 1994 had included various provisions to
establish equal rights for men and wonen. Article 37 of the Constitution
guaranteed the full exercise of political rights and specified that genuine
equal ity of opportunity for men and wonen with respect to access to elective

/...
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office and to positions in political parties nmust be guaranteed by neans of
affirmative action in the regulation of political parties and the electora
system Congress was enpowered to adopt and pronote affirmative-action neasures
guar ant eei ng genui ne equal ity of opportunity and treatnent and the ful

enj oynent and exercise of the rights laid down in the Constitution and in
international human rights treaties, particularly in relation to children

wonen, the elderly and di sabl ed persons.

Article 3

35. In 1995 the National Wnen's Council had signed an agreenent with the
Orbudsman for Prisons under which both parties agreed to pronote action to

i nprove prison conditions and ensure respect for the human rights of wonen
prisoners. Under that agreenent, a survey of wonen prisoners had been
conducted. There were three wonen's prisons, one in La Panpa province, and two
in Ezei za, Buenos Aires province. The Onbudsman for Prisons worked within the
M nistry of Justice and was appointed for renewabl e periods of four years. He
had operational autonony and was responsible for protecting the rights of
prisoners.

36. In his annual report for 1995-1996, the Orbudsman for Prisons had reported
that in March 1996, the prisoners in the wonen's correctional institute (Unit

No. 3) had organized a four day hunger strike to demand inprovenents in their
situation. On 2 April, the prisoners had held two prison officers and a senior
official hostage. The Orbudsnman for Prisons had intervened to secure their

rel ease, and the prison authorities had undertaken not to take reprisals or nake
any transfers. Despite that, 11 prisoners had been transferred to prison units
in Buenos Aires province on 2 May. The prisoners had filed a habeas corpus
notion, and the court had decided to return themto their original |ocation
According to that report and press reports, no prisoners had been kill ed.

37. The National Wwnen's Council had signed framework agreenents for

cooperation with mnistries and agencies at the national level. The Equa
Qpportunity Plan for 1993-1995 nade provision for joint action with various
governnent areas. |In practice, it had been difficult for the Council to follow

up on the actions of other bodies since it was not enpowered to take neasures to
ensure conpliance with governnent policy. The Federal Wmen's Council was

i npl ementi ng measures to coordi nate, assess and nonitor policies relating to
wonen.

38. The President had approved the Equal Qpportunity Plan for 1993-1995

i ncorporating the Three-Year Plan of CGovernnment Action for the Pronmotion and
Equal Participation of Wonen. In education, the principle of equality of
opportunity and elimnation of discrimnatory stereotypes fromteaching
material s and the use of non-sexist |anguage had been incorporated in the
Federal Education Act of 1993, and awareness and training activities had been
organi zed for educators all over Argentina. In enploynent, posts for wonen had
been included in the intensive work progranmes in 1993 and 1994, pilot projects
had been carried out in three provinces for the project entitled "Cccupationa
Qui dance for Wnen Service", vocational training for 3,000 worren had been
financed by the Mnistry of Labour, a proposal for affirmative action in

busi nesses had been presented to the Argentine Industrial Union in 1995 and an

/...
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i ntersectoral conmi ssion had been established to devel op an integral proposal to
i nprove the working conditions of donestic workers.

39. In respect of political participation, nulti-party committees of wonen
politicians had been established at the provincial level; a network of wonen
politicians had been organi zed at the national |level, with branches in all the
provi nces; technical assistance for the inplenmentation of the Quotas Act had
been provided in 14 provinces, and the inplenentation of the Act had been
nmonitored in the 1993 and 1995 national el ections.

40. In the area of legal equality, a booklet on wonen in the constitutiona
reformof 1994 had been published; neetings had been held with legislators to
coordinate efforts to secure the approval of a domestic violence bill; bills had

been drafted for the recognition of the constitutional status of the Convention
and the enmpowernent of Congress to pronote affirmative-acti on neasures; Decree
No. 2385/93 to incorporate conduct constituting sexual harassnment in the Gvil
Servi ce Basic Regul ations had been drawn up, and a wor kbook had been prepared on
Argentine legislation and the Convention

41. In the area of econonic devel opnment there had been a pilot experinment to
train wonmen in business managenent, and a framework agreement with the
Departnent of Industry in its capacity as executing agency for the global credit
programme for micro- and small enterprises. |In the area of institutiona
strengt hening, training and technical assistance had been provided to five

provi nces.

42. Ms. REGAZZOLI (Argentina) said that in 1987 a human rights subdepart nent
had been established within the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs to carry out treaty
reporting obligations. Wth the advent of denocracy, wonen's subdepartnments had
been established first in the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs and then in the
Mnistry of Social Security. After President Menem had taken office, the
subdepartments had become the Departnent of human rights and wonen. The

Coordi nating Council had then established the National Wmen's Council and the
Federal Wnen's Council .

Article 4

43. Ms. SCHI AVONI (Argentina) said that as a result of the inplenentation of
Act No. 24,012, which had been passed in 1991, the nunber of women nenbers of

t he Chanber of Deputies had increased from5.8 per cent in 1991 to 28 per cent
in 1997. The National Wnen's Council was nonitoring the inplementation of the
Quotas Act very closely. It had also worked to have sinmilar |egislation passed
in the provinces, and, as a result, 19 of Argentina's provinces now had quota
laws that applied within their jurisdictions. At the tine of the 1994
constitutional reform the constitutionality of the affirmative action provided
for in Act No. 24,012 had been challenged in the courts, but the courts had
ruled that the Act was constitutional. The Act was now reinforced by article 37
of the Constitution.

44, In the Constituent Assenmbly, as a result of the application of the Quotas
Act, worren held 25.6 per cent of the seats. During the national elections for
t he Chanber of Deputies in 1995, observers fromthe National Wnmen's Council,

/...
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had nonitored the enforcenent of the Quotas Act and had notified the
Parlianentary H gh Commi ssioner whenever the guidelines set forth in the Act
were not conplied with so that action could be taken

45. The new Constitution provided that anparo proceedings for redress for any
formof discrimnation could be instituted by the person affected, the
Parlianentary H gh Commi ssioner, or associations active in the field in
question. The National Wnen's Council had instituted anparo proceedings in the
courts to seek recognition of its right to demand the enforcement of |ega
provi si ons guaranteei ng equality of opportunities for men and wonen, and the
right of all citizens to vote for an egalitarian list of candidates. The Court
of Appeal had upheld that right.

46. Ms. REGAZZOLI (Argentina) said that in the 1995 el ections, no legal action
had been needed because all the political parties had conplied with Act

No. 24,012. There would be elections for the legislature in Cctober 1997. In
1998, the menbers of the senate would be el ected by direct suffrage, so that the
Quotas Act would apply for the first tine.

47. On the question of enploynment programes for wonen, the National Wnen's
Council had requested an indicative quota for wonmen of 20 per cent of jobs in
the intensive work programres whi ch had been launched in 1993 and 1994. Rates
of 11 per cent and 15 per cent had been achieved in 1993 and 1994, respectively.

Article 5

48. Ms. SCHI AVONI (Argentina), commenting on the inplenentation of the
Protection agai nst Domestic Violence Act, said that an interdisciplinary group
of professionals had already been forned and was currently undergoi ng
specialized training in the area of famly violence. At |least 10 provinces had
adopted | egal provisions covering cases of donestic violence.

49. The publicity programme which had been adopted to pronote awareness of the
content and ains of Act. No. 24,417 would be inplenented during 1997 and the
Nati onal Wbnen's Council had been invited to participate in its inplenentation

50. Wth regard to the reported increase in domestic violence, while the nunber
of reports on the subject had indeed increased, no reliable data were avail able
to support that contention. At the national level, there were few governnment
programes for the rehabilitation of aggressors and such programes as exi sted,
whi ch general ly cane under the decentralized health care system were of uneven
quality.

51. The Protection agai nst Donestic Violence Act and the Bel em do Paré
Convention denonstrated the inportance which was attached to viol ence agai nst
wonen. In collaboration with the United Nations Children's Fund, the Nationa
Wonen' s Council had designed a national progranme to provide training and
techni cal assistance and to pronote greater awareness of viol ence agai nst wonen.
The consequences of domestic violence were exanmined in the nearly 20 bills which
had been introduced on the subject since 1984 and in the national report which
Argentina had presented to the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen. Wether or not
t he aggressor was arrested depended on the type of injuries sustained by the

/...
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victim National data identified a broad category of crines agai nst decency,
including the crime of rape, which accounted for 1.3 per cent of all crines
committed in Argentina.

52. The legislature of each province enacted its own code of crimna
procedure. Sone provinces had incorporated provisions relating to famly
violence into their codes. At the national |evel, when it was believed that
further violence was likely to be conmtted, a judge could issue a restraining
order for the perpetrator to stay away fromthe home

53. Wth regard to the training of judges, the National Wnmen's Council was
currently funding a pilot progranmme to sensitize judges and officials of the
San Juan province to the problem of donestic violence and viol ence agai nst
wonen. The Council hoped that after an evaluation of its results the pilot
programe coul d be replicated in other provinces.

54. It was difficult to determ ne whether there had been an increase in the

vi ol ence used by police against wonen victins of donestic violence. In any
event, the solution to the problemlay in providing special training for police
personnel. The Federal Police currently organi zed specific training courses on
the subject and had established counselling centres for victins of sexua

vi ol ence.

55. M. REGAZZOLlI (Argentina) added that special units had been established in
a nunber of police jurisdictions to handle conplaints of donestic violence

agai nst wonen. Wbnen were al so occupying increasingly senior positions within
the police force

56. Ms. SCHI AVONI (Argentina), referring to the protection of rural women from
sexual abuse, said that |less than 20 per cent of the popul ation of Argentina was
rural. Rural wonen were afforded protection under the |egislation of the
province in which they lived. The Council was advocating the establishnent of
provi ncial and nunicipal wonmen's centres to provide womren with technica
assistance and training in the area of donestic violence.

57. Wth regard to the role of the Catholic Church in the pronotion of wonen's
reproductive rights, her delegation could not speak on behalf of an institution
which it did not represent and could only describe the action taken by the
various State agencies in the area of fanily planning. Responsible parenthood

| egi sl ation had al ready been approved by one chanber of Congress, and provincial
and | ocal authorities were also enacting laws in that field. Wth the

assi stance of the Wrld Bank, the Mnistry of Health and Social Action had

| aunched a six-year progranme in 1994 to reduce the nortality rate anmong nothers
and children

Article 6

58. Prostitution was one of the issues to be considered in the proposed reform
of the Penal Code and one of the areas in which the National Wnen's Counci
proposed to carry out research. No specific action had been taken to prevent
prostitution, which was governed by the rel evant provincial and/or nunicipa
regul ations. She agreed that there was no justification for the current
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situation in which traffic in wonmen was subject to a | esser penalty, regardl ess
of the victims age, than the penalty for the pronotion of prostitution which
did not involve trafficking.

Article 7

59. Responding to the question about the role of wonen in trade unions, she
said that Argentine |abour |egislation provided for equality in the |egal and
social status of men and wonen. |In practice, however, wonen did not enjoy equa
access to enpl oyment opportunities and pronotions and few wormen hel d seni or

| eadership positions within the trade unions thensel ves.

60. Wth regard to the participation of wonen in political and public life, the
Nati onal Wbnen's Council had | ong been seeking to pronote increased
participation by wonmen's organi zations in public life through the establishnent
of advisory committees in various sectors and periodic consultations with

prom nent wonen and non-government al organi zati ons on specific issues. The
recently established Federal Wnen's Council and the greater role being played
by the provinces in national |ife should further strengthen the participation of
wonen and wonen's organi zations in public life at both the provincial and
national |evels.

61. As to the inpact of the Argentine Electoral Code, the Quotas Act amendi ng
the Code applied to elective national office and had had a major inpact in
Congress where the percentage of wormen nenbers had risen fromb5.8 per cent in
1991 to its current 28 per cent. In the 1994 Constituent Convention

25.6 per cent of the nenbers elected had al so been womren. The passage of the
Quotas Act had spurred a debate in society on the need to enact quota | aws that
woul d extend to other social and State institutions. Draft |egislation had been
introduced in Congress for the establishnent of quotas in the executive and
judicial branches and in trade unions. At the national level, one mnister and
four heads of departnent were wonen.

Article 8

62. M. REGAZZOLI (Argentina), replying to the question concerning the
representati on of wonen in the Foreign Service, said that, despite recent

i nprovenents, there was still a need for specific programmes to strengthen their
representation. W nen currently filled 9 per cent of anbassadorial posts abroad
as well as 30 per cent of posts in the upper echelons of the Mnistry of Foreign
Affairs.

Article 9

63. M. SCHI AVONI (Argentina) said that Argentine nationality was determnm ned by
place of birth and the nationality of one spouse did not change that of the
other. Contrary to what had been mistakenly stated in the first periodic
report, the law governing nationality nmade no distinction between men and wonen.
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Article 10

64. According to the 1994 census of national university students, there were
47.6 male and 52.2 fenal e students. Female students were nore heavily
represented in the fields of the social sciences, philosophy, the humanities,
pharmacy, biochenmi stry, odontol ogy and psychol ogy. Al so, in recent years an
i ncrease had been noted in the nunber of women studying |aw, architecture,
econoni cs and especi ally engi neering, technol ogy and nedi ci ne.

65. On the subject of access by men and wonen to study grants and schol arshi ps,
no distinctions were nmade between nmen and wonen, although data on the nunber of
wonen who had recei ved schol arshi ps were unavail abl e.

66. As to the inpact which the specialized wonmen's studi es course of the

Uni versity of Buenos Aires had had, sinilar courses were being devel oped at
several other universities follow ng the success of the first programe.
Students in the discipline of wonen's studi es had been active in the Constituent
Convention on constitutional reform in the research teans of nationa

uni versities and in wonen's non-governnmental organi zations.

The neeting rose at 1.p. m




