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would be controversial, but the National Council would 

continue its efforts to effect its withdrawal. 

9. Ms. Abdel Satar (Egypt) said that the Legislative 

Committee of the National Council for Women, which 

she chaired, was conducting a review of Egypt’s 

legislation in order to identify provisions that were not 

in conformity with the constitutional principle of 

equality of men and women. It also scrutinized the 

application of legislation since certain laws, although 

not discriminatory, were applied in such a way as to 

distinguish unfairly between men and women because 

of the disparity between the letter of their provisions 

and the social context in which they were 

implemented. Thus, while the laws on the judiciary 

contained no stipulations regarding the gender of 

judges or procurators, in practice women did not 

perform those functions. 

10. The National Council for Women, through its 

Legislative Committee, actively sought to amend any 

provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure that were 

discriminatory against women. A case in point was 

article 237 on adultery, which unjustifiably stipulated 

harsher sentences for women than for men. Under The 

Islamic sharia, the criminalization and punishment of 

adultery made no distinction between men and women, 

the purpose of the law being to protect morals in 

society as a whole. Some provisions of the Code of 

Criminal Procedure were favourable to women, such as 

the stipulation that body searches of an accused female 

could only be carried out by a woman. 

11. The Prisons Law provided for special treatment 

for pregnant detainees, including the deferment of 

penalties until after childbirth and the right of a female 

detainee to keep a child born in prison with her until 

the age of two. Similarly, the Egyptian labour laws 

recognized the need to ensure that women could 

reconcile their family duties with their work 

responsibilities. There were special provisions 

applicable in both the public and private sector such as 

three months’ maternity leave on full pay on three 

occasions during the period of service, and, since 1996, 

provisions for partly paid childcare leave. The National 

Council of Women, which was competent to give its 

views and make recommendations on any bills or draft 

decree-laws to ensure that they were not 

discriminatory, had exercised that competence, for 

example, with regard to the new draft Labour Code. 

12. She acknowledged that there was a discrepancy 

between the constitutional principle of equality before 

the law and the current Nationality Law, which 

discriminated between men and women married to 

non-Egyptians and disadvantaged children whose 

mothers were Egyptians married to foreigners. Every 

effort was being made by the National Council for 

Women, for instance through seminars and extensive 

media coverage, to have the law amended. The 

Ministry of Education itself had decided to treat the 

children of Egyptian mothers and foreign fathers in the 

same way as Egyptian students, notably regarding 

tuition fees. The Supreme Constitutional Court, which 

played a crucial role, was currently reviewing the 

Nationality Law. It had recently ruled that the 

provisions of the decree by the Minister of the Interior 

requiring prior permission by a husband for the 

issuance of a passport to his wife were 

unconstitutional. The National Council for Women was 

examining the new law in an effort to pre-empt any 

setback. Although Islamic law provided that women 

required their husbands’ permission to leave the home, 

that was seen as a measure of protection and safety. 

13. Mr. Khalil (Egypt) said that domestic and other 

violence against women remained a problem, which the 

National Council for Women was actively addressing. 

From the legal point of view, all forms of violence 

against men or women, irrespective of the motives, 

were categorized as crimes. The Penal Code laid down 

particularly severe penalties where the victim was a 

woman, in such cases as abduction, rape, abortion 

resulting from abuse and other acts that violated a 

woman’s dignity. Kinship between perpetrator and 

victim was an aggravating factor. 

14. Violence committed by persons, such as prison or 

police personnel in the course of their official duties, 

was a criminal offence and was duly prosecuted, the 

penalties being commensurate with the offence. No 

official was immune from prosecution, and, if found 

guilty, was punishable by law regardless of the 

circumstances. Any citizen, not just the victim, had the 

right to file a complaint for alleged violence, all forms 

of evidence could be adduced and the case must be 

investigated. All places of detention were subject to 

monthly inspections. A special committee had been 

established in 1993 to investigate cases of detention 

and report thereon. There was no statute of limitations 

for such crimes; the penalties were very severe, and the 
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