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The meeting was called to order at 10.20 a.m. 

CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS, COMMENTS AND INFORMATION SUBMITTED BY 
STATES PARTIES UNDER ARTICLE 9 OF THE CONVENTION (continued)  

 Thirteenth and fourteenth periodic reports of the Republic of Korea (CERD/C/KOR/14; 
 HRI/CORE/1/Add.125) 

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the members of the delegation of the Republic of 
Korea resumed places at the Committee table. 

2. Mr. HWANG Sung-yong (Republic of Korea), speaking at the invitation of the 
Chairperson, said that the National Human Rights Commission of Korea (NHRCK), which he 
represented, had been created in 2001, under the National Human Rights Commission Act. It 
made policy recommendations with regard to human rights, investigated violations, implemented 
education programmes and raised public awareness. When establishing the National Action 
Plan (NAP) for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights, which it had proclaimed in 
May 2007, the Government had taken into account NHRCKôs recommendations, which NHRCK 
had submitted to the President in February 2006.  

3. In response to the Governmentôs request, and in accordance with the National Human 
Rights Commission Act, NHRCK had examined the draft of the periodic report to the Committee 
and had stated its opinions. Some, but not all, of those opinions had been reflected in the periodic 
report submitted to the Committee. For example, the Government had not followed NHRCKôs 
recommendation that the report should mention the progress made in deliberations between the 
Government and civil society. In future, the Government should further accommodate NHRCKôs 
recommendations in its periodic reports. 

4. He wished to correct a statement made in paragraph 12 of the periodic report: NHRCK did 
not provide the legal basis for declaring discriminatory practices a crime, but made non-binding 
recommendations on the basis of its investigations into the actions of legal bodies, organizations 
and individuals.  

5. NHRCKôs recommendation that paragraph 5 of the report should include statistics on 
racial and ethnic distribution among the population had not been followed. That issue should be 
addressed in the next national census and the results included in the next periodic report. 
Similarly, its recommendation that the official education curriculum should stress the 
multi-ethnic and multicultural background to societies had been omitted in paragraph 90.  

6. The recommendation that the report should contain information on more specific measures 
in favour of the ñmixed bloodsò and address the causes of discrimination against them had also 
been ignored. Moreover, NHRCK had recommended that the Ministry of Gender Equality and 
Family should stop using the term ñmixed bloodò. The NHRCKôs television broadcast intended 
to raise awareness of and eliminate such prejudice had been shown several times in 2006. 

7. Naturalized foreigners continued to suffer from social discrimination despite the steps 
taken to protect them. NHRCKôs recommendation that the report should include information on 
the Governmentôs recognition of the situation and its efforts to remedy it had not been heeded. 




