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The neeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 18 OF THE
CONVENTI ON ON THE ELI M NATI ON OF ALL FORMS OF DI SCRI M NATI ON AGAI NST WOVEN
(conti nued)

Initial report of Midagascar (continued) (CEDAW C/ 5/ Add. 65/ Rev. 2)

1. Ms. RAJAONSON ( Madagascar) responded to questions raised during the

consi deration of the report of Madagascar. Wth regard to article 2 of the
Convention, the Constitution of the Republic of Madagascar prohibited any

di scrinminati on agai nst wonen: any woman or women's organi zation that considered
her or itself to have suffered such discrimnation could refer the matter to the
Constitutional H gh Court. Ratification had had a marked inpact on Ml agasy

| egislation. For exanple, until equal division of jointly owned property in the
event of divorce had been instituted by an act of July 1990, it had routinely
happened that only one third had been awarded to the wonan; the joint place of
resi dence of the spouses was now chosen by nutual agreenent, and no | onger by

t he husband al one; and, lastly, in the event of the death of a State enpl oyee,

t he surviving spouse now had the right to a pension, whether the deceased

enpl oyee had been nmale or fermal e - whereas previously w dowers had not received
any pension since wonmen had not been considered full enployees.

2. Wth respect to article 4, Madagascar had not adopted any tenporary specia
nmeasures in favour of wormen. The National Wrkshop on Wonen and Devel opnent,
held in 1992 and opened by the Prine Mnister, had called for a quota of

50 per cent of government positions for wonen, and, on the occasion of
International Wonen's Day in 1993, a call had been made for at |east 25 per cent
of the nmenbership of the National Assenbly to consist of wonen - but those

obj ectives had not yet been attained.

3. Wth regard to article 12, the Mnistry of Health had a nother and child
health service which, inter alia, dealt with the popularization of famly
pl anni ng.

4, Concerning the stereotypes referred to in article 5, social centres
(training centres for girls who had abandoned their studies) generally provided
trai ning based on such activities as enbroidery and sewing; in 1993 the
officials running the centres had participated in a sem nar intended to reorient
training towards nore renunerative and nore notivating activities.

5. In general terns Mal agasy |l egislation was largely based on tradition,
essentially out of a concern for efficiency: the aimwas to be progressive
while remaining as close as possible to nores and custons in order to command
acceptance and respect. In any event sonme custons were favourable to wonen;

for exanple, wonen had the right to retain their maiden nanes after narriage, or
to | eave the famly home in case of strife.
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6. It was true, as had been noted, that the report of Madagascar | acked

preci se data and provided few details of specific nmeasures. The next report
woul d be nore detailed and better docunmented, but it should be enphasi zed that
the country was large, with deficiencies in infrastructure and adm nistration

(Ms. Raj aonson, Madagascar)

Communi cations were thus of particular inportance, and radio offered the only
neans of reaching nost of the country. There were two weekly progranmmes for
worren whi ch dealt with questions relating to health, the | aw and hone econoni cs.
In addition, a progranme broadcast by the Mnistry of Agriculture for people in
rural areas often dealt with questions of particular interest to wonen.

Further, neetings were organized in the context of a project for education for
famly life to disseminate information on health, fam |y planning, spacing of
births, wonen's rights, etc., and those educational neetings were broadcast on
regi onal radi o networks.

7. Non- gover nment al organi zati ons played an inportant role. One such

organi zation dealt with fanmly planning and issued a nmonthly newsletter on
guestions relating to health and the law. Ohers sought to better informwonen
and to encourage themto participate in public life. Al such activities

i nvol vi ng comuni cation, training and i nfornal education were inportant in
narrowi ng the gap between the | aw and wonen's know edge of it.

8. The CHAI RPERSON wel coned the di al ogue that had begun between the Conmittee
and the representatives of the Ml agasy Governnent during the consideration of
its report, which had provided an opportunity to identify shortcomni ngs, explain
them and indicate guidelines for future action whereby Madagascar coul d derive
the greatest benefit fromthe international instrument of the Convention - not
by forsaking its traditions, on which its laws relied heavily, but by adapting
its culture to nodern tinmes, taking into account the suggestions nmade by the
Conmittee.

Initial report of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya (CEDAWC/ LIB/ 1 and Add. 1)

9. M. ABDULLAZI Z (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that Ms. Salim Rachid,

Assi stant Secretary of the General People's Congress and Secretary for the
Status of Wonen, was to have introduced the initial report on the |egislative,
| egal and administrative nmeasures taken by the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya in

i mpl ement ati on of the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of

Di scri m nation agai nst Wonen in accordance with article 18 of the Convention
but that she had been prevented from so doing by her participation in the work
of the General People's Congress.

10. Introducing the report (CEDAWC LIB/ 1), he noted that in the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya there was no legislation or draft legislation that discrininated

agai nst wonmen, and that the Libyan Government did not pursue any policy of

di scrimination, exclusion or coercion which would result in humliation or a

di m ni shed status for wonmen or which woul d seek to deprive wonen of their
fundanental freedons or the exercise of their political, economc, social,
cultural, civil and other rights. Quite to the contrary, current legislation in
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t he Li byan Arab Jamahiriya provided for equality between nmen and wonen, both in
terms of responsibility and the law. That principle was itself reaffirned in

I sl ami ¢ Shariah, under which wonmen were not only treated with esteem and great
respect but also enjoyed a role that, in sone instances, was rmuch nore inportant
than that of nmen. The Prophet hinself had glorified wonen and not hers and Arab
civilization had al ways accorded wonen a pre-emninent role.

(M. Abdullaziz, Libyan Arab Janmhiriya)

11. That was why the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya had enacted Law No. 8 of 1989

whi ch granted wonen the right of entry into the judiciary and anended the
content of school curricula to give wonen a role that was equal to that of nen
In general the policy followed in the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya was intended to
pronote the role of wonen, to encourage wonmen to exercise all their civil,
political, social and cultural rights, and to allow themto participate in areas
of public life that had previously been closed (political parties, police force,
judiciary, diplomatic services, arny, etc.). 1In the field of science, wonen had
the same opportunities as nmen, in ternms of both education and enpl oynent.

12. Chapter VII of the initial report indicated that the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
prohi bited and puni shed prostitution in accordance with the provisions of
article 6 of the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Discrimnnation
agai nst Wbnen.

13. Chapter VIII of the report indicated that Libyan wonen could participate

wi thout restriction, and on the sane basis as nmen, in political and public life,
that they could apply for any post, including the highest, and that they could
freely join trade uni ons, associations and professional groups. In addition
there were grass-roots woren's people's congresses which debated all questions
of relevance to domestic and foreign policy, devel opnent plans, annual budgets
and followup reports on various projects. Further, as indicated in paragraph 9
of the addendumto the initial report, Law No. 106 of 1975, concerni ng wonmen's
organi zati ons, had been enacted in order to enable wonmen to engage in politica
and social activities through wonmen's non-governnental organizations. The

par agraph provided lists of such organi zati ons, anmong which the General Union of
Wbnen's Associ ations played a pre-eninent role, as did the Libyan Arab League
for Social Defence of the Fam ly against Crinme and Delinquency and the Libyan
Arab Fami |y Association. Al the initiatives referred to in chapter VIIlI of the
report and paragraph 9 of the addendum had been taken in inplenentation of
article 9 of the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Discrimnnation
agai nst Wbnen.

14. Chapter | X of the report enphasized that wonmen in the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya could represent their country officially at the international |evel
and could participate fully in the work of international organizations, in
accordance with the provisions of article 8 of the Corvention on the Elimnation
of AIl Fornms of Discrimnation agai nst Wonmen. Mreover, the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya was seeing to it that wonen were properly represented in Libyan

del egations sent to participate in the work of the United Nations Genera
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Assenmbly and al so in conferences, seminars and synposi a organi zed by vari ous
organi zati ons.

15. As shown in chapter X of the initial report, in the Libyan Arab Janmahiriya,
nmen and woren enjoyed the same rights with respect to obtaining, changing or
keeping their nationality; nothing prevented wonen from exercising those rights,
and, in the case of narriage to a non-Libyan or to a Libyan who changed his
nationality, a Libyan women would | ose her nationality only if she decided to
adopt the nationality of her spouse. Those were precisely the rights set out in
article 9 of the Conventi on.

(M. Abdullaziz, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya)

16. Chapter Xl of the report noted that girls had access to education on an
equal basis with boys; boys and girls foll owed the same programres and coul d

sel ect the same courses of study, and girls were represented equally in
pre-school s, elenentary schools, secondary schools and institutions of higher
education. The statistics showed that, between 1970 and 1989, the percentage of
femal e students in elementary and secondary schools had increased steadily, and,
in secondary schools, the nunmber of fermale students was approaching that of nale
students. Furthernore, girls had access to the same schol arshi ps and the sane
health care services as boys and al so enjoyed special privileges, including
transport between honme and school

17. Legislation in force in the Libyan Arab Janmhiriya accorded equal rights to
wonen and nmen with regard to matters of enploynent, training, re-training,

sal ary, social security, health insurance and other areas specified in

article 11 of the Convention on the Elinmination of All Forms of Discrimnation
agai nst Wonen. The principle of equality was enshrined in the Gvil Service
Act, No. 55 of 1976, Act 15 of 1981 on salary scales and the Labour Act, No. 58
of 1970, and also in decision No. 258 of the General People's Conmittee which
had been adopted in 1989.

18. In addition, according to the nbpst recent estimtes for the year 1990,
woren represented 17.7 per cent of the Libyan | abour force; by |aw and custom
wonen were not excluded from any professions or positions except those that
requi red hard and dangerous work or were not conpatible with wonen's nature.

19. Also, wonmen who worked during pregnancy were entitled to maternity | eave
and enjoyed certain privileges. A worman did not risk losing, as a result of
bei ng pregnant, her job, seniority or any salary increases to which she nmight be
entitled. Furthernore, special benefits were granted to wonen during pregnancy
and upon the birth of the child.

20. Paragraph 6 of the addendumto the report contai ned informtion, including
nuneri cal data, on the nunber of women occupying such posts as judge, deputy
prosecut or, people's advocate, etc.
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21. Paragraph 12 of the addendumindicated that, while wonen were present in
all types of occupations in the Libyan Arab Janmehiriya, to date, the nunber of
woren in nmanagerial positions remained inferior to that of men— an inequality
that could be explained by the fact that wonmen had only recently entered the

| abour market .

22. Paragraph 13 of the addendum dealt with the role of wormen in the arny.

23. Chapter X1l of the initial report, which dealt with wonen and health care
servi ces, enphasized that wonen enjoyed the sanme rights and access to health
care services as nman, in accordance with the provisions of article 13 of the
Convention; that chapter also provided data on Libyan nedical facilities,
doctors and paranedi cal professionals, including figures on the nunber of wonen
practising those professions. Paragraph 4 of the addendum descri bed services
for disabled wonen.

(M. Abdullaziz, Libyan Arab Janmhiriya)

24. Chapter XIV of the report, which dealt with the inplenentation of

article 13 of the Convention, noted that, in the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, wonen
faced no discrimnation in obtaining access to credit and to all forns of socia
benefits.

25. Chapter XV of the report listed the nmeasures taken by the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya to pronote the rights of rural wonen, in accordance with article 14
of the Convention. Anong the nmeasures discussed, in that regard was creation of
centres for rural devel opnent, the nunber of which had reached 120 to date. By
the end of 1989, the centres had served a total of 6,827 wonmen and had granted
2,839 certificates in donestic sciences. The centres offered training in
literacy and housekeepi ng, rai sed wonen's awareness regardi ng questions of

heal th and agriculture, and al so provided instruction in religion and

needl ewor k.

26. Wth regard to legal equality, as indicated in chapter XVl of the report,
Li byan | aw specifically stated that all Libyan nationals had equal rights and
dignity before the courts and that all neasures not conforming to that principle
woul d be considered null and void. Moreover, Libyan wonen enjoyed the sane
rights as nen whether those rights were personal, civil, political or social

In marriage, Libyan wonmen were considered financially independent fromtheir
husbands and al so had the right to earn noney, inherit, make donations, possess
real estate, nmke lawful profits and buy and sell, bring | awsuits, engage in
transacti ons and di spose of their goods and capital as they wi shed, w thout
having to seek approval from anyone. Lastly, Libyan |aw recognized wonen's

| egal capacity as being identical to that of men. Those rights were in keeping
with the provisions of article 15 of the Conventi on.

27. In the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, famly relations were subject to | aw No. 10
of 1984 regarding marriage and divorce, and also to the precepts of Islanmic
Sharia law, as indicated in chapter XVIl of the report; in addition, the report
noted that under the above-nentioned |aw, a wonen had the right to choose her
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husband. She al so participated with her husband in the education of children
and had the right to inherit property and to have custody of m nor children.
Lastly, the law regulated in accordance with the provisions of article 6 of the
Convention the other responsibilities of spouses in nmarriage and when they

di vor ced.

28. Paragraph 15 of the addendumto the report stated that the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya had broadcast the text of the Convention on the Elimnation of Al
Fornms of Discrimnation against Wonen over the radio

29. Paragraph 16 of the addendum described the enotional suffering and the
damage inflicted on Li byan wonen by the enbargo that was decreed under Security
Council resolution 748 (1992); that suffering would be nore acute when

resol uti on 883 (1993), which had called for a strengthening of the sanctions,
began to be appli ed.

30. His country's nmin reason for adopting | aws and policies aimed at inproving
the status of wonmen and to eliminate forms of discrimnation against themlay in
the conviction that wonmen and nen were equal and the awareness that wonen nust
play a fundanmental role in the political, economc, social and cultural fields.

(M. Abdullaziz, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya)

31. Indeed, although Libyans had been forced by colonialismto live in a state
of isolation, backwardness and obscurantism and although wonmen had becone
emanci pated only recently, it could not be denied that Libyan wonen had
succeeded in entering a nunber of fields and had proven their ability and
potential. The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya did not claimto have achieved all its
goals with respect to the advancenent of wonen, but it believed that the path it
had chosen was correct and that it had nade a promising start.

32. The CHAI RPERSON noted with appreciation the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya's

est abli shment of a programme to conbat AIDS and al so the increase in the nunber
of Libyan wonen in the | egal profession. The Committee was concerned that the
Convention on the Elimnation of All Forms of Discrimnation against Wnen,
especially article 16, should be inplenented, and in that connection the
Committee considered the presentation of the report of the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya to be a very significant event.

33. Ms. NIKOLAEVA while wel coning the cooperation between men and wonmen within
the Committee, would have preferred the report to be presented by a wonan, so
that the Conmittee could hear the voice of Libyan wonen.

34. In her view, the report seenmed rather theoretical and contained a number of
gaps. For instance, nothing in the report could confirmthat nmen and wonen were
equal in practice. There were few statistics on rural wonen, no specific

i nformation on obstacles to the inplenentation of the Convention, and no

expl anation of the reservations nmade by the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. At the
Worl d Conference on Human Rights, it had been decided that in 1994, all States
would lift their reservations and ratify the Convention; she would Iike to know
how Li bya intended to inplenent that decision. Certainly, the reality could not
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be as idyllic as had been depicted. 1In its subsequent reports, the Governnent
shoul d address the articles of the Convention one by one, give nore information
on rel evant donestic |egislation and cl earer explanations of any changes in such
| egislation, and indicate whether any | aws had been repeal ed because they ran
counter to the Convention. The reports should show how Li byan | aw provi ded
specific protection to wonen and whet her special neasures had been taken to that
ef fect.

35. Ms. FORDE said that, while she appreciated Libya's efforts, she too was
concerned by its reservations to the Convention. She would like to hear a
response to the objections that several countries had | odged to those
reservations. The nmeasures taken to provide services to handi capped wonen were
adm rabl e; she wished only that the Conmittee had been provided with nore

i nformation on their actual inpact.

36. Ms. GARCI A-PRINCE said that a policy of conbating discrinination could not
be conducted without taking into account the religious, ideological and cultura
conmponents of a country's traditions. Wen those traditions ran counter to the
provi sions of the Convention, there nust be the political will to reviewthe
status of wonmen and its religious context according to nodern and flexible
standards of interpretation, allow ng change in some social practices that
appeared conpletely natural but continued to oppress wonen. That was
particularly inportant in the case of the report under discussion, in which the

(Ms. Garcia-Prince)

i dea kept recurring that the behaviour of wonen, by nature, differentiated them
fromnen. As the twentieth century drewto a close, it had been anply
demonstrated that the behaviour of both sexes had cultural and historical roots,
and was therefore definitely not inmutable. Equality was not a relative concept
open to different interpretations, but an absol ute val ue defi ned by

i nternational human rights instrunments. Discrimnation steming fromreligious
practi ce nust not be conceal ed; on the contrary, it nust be addressed in an
under st andi ng but contenporary spirit. Religious freedomwas recogni zed by
international law, but it nust not serve as a shield behind which all States
could avoid their obligations in the area of human rights and i nprove the status
of individuals, and nore specifically of wonen.

37. Finally, the idea of tasks which cane naturally to women or of certain
soci al groups to which they bel onged by nature was totally inadnm ssible. The
second report of Libya nust contain nore conplete information on each of the
articles of the Convention; the first report addressed articles 1 to 5 together
in a cursory manner, virtually ignoring such basic issues as cultural change,
ef fective guarantees of equality and the existence of a policy to conbat

di scrimination which was truly in accordance with the neasures adopted by the

i nternational conmunity.

38. Ms. AYKOR said she had noted a certain nunber of errors and contradictions
inthe report. In table 1, it took some tine to understand that the third age
group represented persons aged over 60; thus it becane clear that half of Libyan
worren were under age 15 and that there were very few elderly Libyan wonen, which
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suggest ed that special measures had been taken to i nprove the status of young
people, particularly girls. Mreover, table 2 did not give figures on the rura
exodus to indicate whether it occurred individually or in fam |y groups and what
proportion of wonen was invol ved.

39. In the chapter dealing with articles 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5, the sanme paragraph
said, on the one hand, that there were no obstacles preventi ng wonen's progress
and devel opnent, and, on the other hand, that the nale was the head of the
famly and that, as wonen were physically different, each sex had a particul ar
role to performin society. Although other chapters of the report stated that
equality of the sexes was guaranteed in Libya, it was readily apparent that
stereotypes remained solidly entrenched in the country's nmentality.

40. Apparently contradictory information concerning custody of children in
di vorce cases could also be found in the two final paragraphs of chapter VI and
in the seventh paragraph of chapter XVilI

41. 1t would be useful to receive an explanation of those contradictions. The
second report should contain nmore statistical information, especially on

m gration, the school drop-out rate, laws granting priority to wonmen and the
changes in nmentality regardi ng stereotypes.

42. Ms. CARTWRI GHT sai d she shared the concerns expressed by sonme of her

coll eagues with regard to the reservati ons nade by the Governnent of the Libyan
Arab Janahiriya on ratifying the Convention, the reason given being the
supremacy of the Sharia. Since the Libyan Governnent believed that Islamc | aw
provided nore rights to wonmen than national and international |egislation, she

(Ms. Cartwright)

requested that it should consider the possibility of wthdraw ng those
reservations which related particularly to article 2 of the Convention, taking
into account the objections of many States parties in that regard. Libya would
thus show that it was conplying fully with the Convention

43. Ms. AQUIJ enphasized how i nportant it was that an Arab and Mosl em country
had joined the list of countries ratifying the Convention. She believed that
the political will and the progressive ideas of the Libyan Governnent had been
reflected in a definite inprovenment in the status of Libyan wonen over the past
25 years, particularly where health and education were concerned. Wnen were
called to participate in all areas, including the arny, as w tnessed by the
establishnent of a nmilitary school exclusively for the training of female

of ficers. The Libyan President hinself had recogni zed that wonen's work
contributed not only to their self-fulfilnment but also to the country's

devel oprent, and that the double burden of working wormen was unj ust.
Nevert hel ess, he had not gone so far as to suggest that nmen should share and
participate in household tasks and child care. Currently, Libyan wonmen were
enployed in all sectors, particularly in teaching and nedicine, and their
numbers woul d i ncrease because of the econom ¢ downturn. For that reason, the
precepts of the Koran concerning fanmly life, notherhood, famly planning and
contraception should be reviewed within the framework of an evol ving
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interpretation in order to conformnot only with the terns of the Convention
but also with the denmands of nopdern society.

44, She stressed the relationship between health and econom ¢ productivity. A
contradiction could be detected in the attitude of the Libyan Governnment, which
on the one hand introduced revol uti onary nmeasures, and on the other enphasized
worren' s rol e as nothers and housew ves, thus reinforcing already strong cultura
resi stance. The appoi ntnment of wonen judges denponstrated that it was possible
to adapt legislation to circunstances. Not only the letter but the spirit of
the | aw nust change in a society where inequality between nen and wonen was

deeply rooted in popular tradition and culture. Legal literacy for wonen could
nmake a mmjor contribution. The econonmic crisis, aggravated by the United
Nations sanctions, which were still in effect and were even nore regrettable

because they affected the nutrition, health and lives of wonen and children,
could slow the progress nade in the advancenent of wonen. Religious
fundanental i smrepresented the greatest threat to wonen's dignity and life. For
all those reasons, wonen nust be granted nore power, and above all the nmeans of
exercising it. Lastly, she welcomed the establishnment of a departnent of
worren' s affairs and the encouragenent given to wonen's organi zations in Libya.

45. Ms. SCHOPP- SCHI LLI NG sai d she shared the concerns expressed by her
col l eagues with regard to the reservations made by the Libyan Governnment.
Menti oni ng the recommendati on nade at the previous session and recalling the
i mportance of the place of wonmen within the famly, she urged the Libyan
CGovernnent to re-exanine its reservations in the light of the objections nade
with a viewto w thdraw ng them

46. She requested clarification of several points. Concerning article 16 of

t he Convention, she would like to know the relationship between the Sharia and
the Convention, particularly in areas where their provisions were not identical.
She saw a contradiction in stating that stereotypes on the roles of nen and

(Ms. Schépp-Schilling)

wonen had been elimnated fromtextbooks, but adding, in the same sentence, that
each sex had its own particular role to performin society. She also asked if
the Great Green Charter on Human Ri ghts published by Libya enbraced the United
Nat i ons conventions relating to human rights or distanced itself fromthem
Finally, she stressed the inportance of articles 1 to 5, which should be
addressed separately in nore abundant detail, in particular article 5 concerning
stereotypes and article 4 concerning tenporary neasures taken for the
advancenent of wonen.

47. Ms. TALLAW said that, while she was grateful to the representative of the
Li byan Arab Jamahiriya for introducing his country's report, she would have
preferred it if that document, which was of considerable significance to the
countries of the region, had been presented by a woman.

48. None the less, she welconmed the fact that equality between nmen and wonen
had been achi eved in the Libyan Arab Janmahiriya, that Libyan wonmen had been
allowed to hold judicial positions and to serve in the arny. She also comended
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the establishnment, in 1988, of the Centre for Docunmentation, Research and
Studies relating to Arab Wnen, the Iikes of which had, up until that tine, not
existed in the Arab world. She al so expressed great satisfaction that Libya had
set the mninum marri age age for both sexes at 20 years and she hoped that many
other countries would do the sane. She was al so pleased to note that schoo

t ext books had been revised in order to elimnate common fenal e stereotypes, that
neasures had been adopted to linmt the nunber of wi ves authorized under polygany
and that the Janahiriya had endeavoured to pronote w der awareness of the
Conventi on.

49. She wel coned the interpretation of the Islanmic Shariah given in the report.

50. Furthernore, she was synpathetic to the suffering which the sanctions

i mposed under Security Council resolution 748 (1992) had inflicted on the Libyan
popul ati on and noted that the poorest segnents were affected by the econom c
crisis brought about by the sanctions. She believed that a different approach
shoul d have been taken so as to spare the popul ation the consequences.

51. She hoped that, in its next report, the Libyan Arab Janahiriya woul d focus
not on laws and the constitution, but rather on actual conditions and the
practi cal nmeasures that had been adopted to pronote equality between nmen and
worren. In fact, as it had al ready been pointed out, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
had adopted several such neasures, a fact that could have been nentioned in the
chapter devoted to the inplenentation of article 4 of the Convention. She

i kewi se hoped that the next report would give detailed information regardi ng
the inplenmentati on of each article of the Convention.

52. On the subject of reservations, she strongly urged the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya to withdraw the reservations it had expressed with regard to the
Convention on the basis of the Islamc Shariah. Noting that her own country,
Egypt, had expressed the sane views and reservations as the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, she said that she did not see why those reservations should be
uphel d out of respect for the Shariah, when the report had enphasi zed the

pi oneering role the Shariah had played in pronoting wonen's rights.

(M. Tal | awy)
Furthernore, those reservations night inply that the Shariah did not actually
acknow edge the full rights of women. In that regard, she recalled that, as she

was wel | aware that many nmenbers of the Conmittee did not understand clearly the
I slamic Shariah and too often tended to give it a hasty interpretation, she had
submitted to the Econonmic and Social Council a proposal recommendi ng that a
report be conpiled that would Iist the various rights Islamgranted to wonen and
coul d provide useful instruction for Commttee nenbers. However, the proposa
had given rise to sone m sunderstanding in the Econonmi c and Social Council and

t he proposed report had never been produced. Consequently, she strongly urged
the Islamc Arab countries to spare no effort to ensure that such a docunent was
produced and appropriately distributed under the auspices of an Islamc
institution and she hoped that the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya would play a | eading
role in that effort.
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53. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited Conmittee nmenbers to ask questions on specific
articles.

Article 4

54. Ms. MAKINEN sai d she shared her coll eagues concerns regarding the
reservations entered by the Libyan Arab Janmahiriya on ratifying the Convention
She sought clarification regarding the new departnment of wonen's affairs, and
asked what its objectives were, how it cooperated with other wonen's

organi zati ons and whether or not it intended to adopt specific tenporary
nmeasures to i nprove the status of wonen in Libya

Article 5

55. M. CARTWRI GHT commended the fact that the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya had
prohi bited viol ence agai nst wonen on the sane grounds as all other forms of
viol ence. She asked what neasures were in force to prevent viol ence agai nst
wonmren and protect the victins. She asked whether wonen had the right to | eave
their husbands and |ive conpletely independently. She asked whether fenale
circuntision was practised and, if so, whether it was authorized by | aw or by
custom and what neasures had been suggested to elininate that practice.

56. Ms. ABAKA pointed out that traditional custons often inpeded the

devel opment and advancement of women. She asked whether any such custons
exi sted in Libya and what neasures had been adopted to eradicate themand to
ensure that wonmen had equal opportunity in all areas.

Article 6

57. Ms. BUSTELO GARCI A del REAL joined her colleagues in wel coning the
ratification of the Convention by the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and the progress
made in that country with respect to the advancenent of women. Like her

col | eagues, she hoped that the Libyan Government woul d consider the possibility
of withdrawing its reservations to the Convention and asked that in future
reports it take greater account of the Conmittee's reconmendations Nos. 12, 15
and 19 regardi ng vi ol ence agai nst wonen. Reiterating the questions asked by
Ms. Cartwight, she enphasized the inportance the Comittee accorded to the
information it received regarding viol ence agai nst wonen, which was a violation

(Ms. Bustelo Garcia del Real)

of the human rights of wonmen and was the subject of a declaration adopted by the
Ceneral Assenbly at its forty-eighth session

58. She requested further information, as detail ed as possible, regarding
prostitution, not only having to do with the legislation in force, but also
regarding the actual situation in the country. She asked whether prostitutes
enj oyed protection of their legal rights equal to that of other wonmen. It would
be useful if the Libyan Government provided, in its responses and perhaps in
future reports, information that would make it possible to assess how w despread
t he phenomenon of prostitution was. Finally, with regard to the [ ast sentence
of chapter 7 of the initial report (which read "Mreover, the [ aw prohibits
artificial insemnation so as to protect and preserve kinship"), she questioned
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t he expl anation for the prohibition and asked why that issue had been addressed
in a section dealing with the exploitation of wonen.

59. Ms. GARCI A- PRI NCE asked why prostitution and adul tery were puni shed under
the same law. She asked if the prison sentence, to which anyone who
consentingly had sexual relations with another person outside of narriage was
subject, applied to the prostitute or to the man who had solicited her services.
She asked what was the nature of that sentence, the criteria for its application
and what was understood by "indecent act". She endorsed

Ms. Bustelo Garcia del Real's remarks regarding the prohibition of artificia

i nsem nation. She asked whether male prostitution existed in urban areas and
whet her nmal e prostitutes were subject to the same penalties and nmeasures as
fermal e prostitutes.

60. Ms. LIN Shangzhen al so expressed surprise that prostitution and adultery
were treated under the sane section. She asked what were the specific penalties
to which anyone who incited or forced a fenale to engage in prostitution were
subj ect under articles 415 and 416 of the Penal Code. She asked whether those
penal ties were harsher than those applied to prostitutes and whet her wonen who
were found guilty of adultery were sentenced to the same penalties under

article 407 of the Penal Code as nen.

61. M. OUEDRAOEO regretted that only the de jure situation had been di scussed
with regard to prostitution and requested nore information regarding the
exi stence of that phenomenon and the categories of wonmen affected by it.

62. Ms. ABAKA al so expressed surprise that artificial insemnation was

prohi bited under article 6, while froma nedical point of view it had
absolutely nothing to do with prostitution and woul d be nore appropriately dealt
with under articles 12 and 16.

Article 7

63. M. AYKOR asked whet her the women's associations nentioned in chapter VI
of the report were established by the wonen thenselves or by the authorities.
She al so wondered whether the nmenbers of the people's Conmrittees were el ected or
appoi nt ed.

64. M. GARCIA-PRINCE said that it was discrimnatory for women to take part in
maki ng deci sions at fenmal e basic people's congresses and for educati ona

(Ms. Garcia-Prince)

training and service facilities to be established to assist wonen in entering
occupations that were "appropriate to their natural capacities".

65. Ms. SCHOPP- SCHI LLI NG sought nore information on the respective roles of nen
and wonen in the people's congresses and wanted to know what issues were
consi dered at those congresses.

66. Ms. BUSTELO GARCI A del REAL said that an explanation of the politica
organi zati on of the country would be extrenely useful in hel ping nmenbers to
understand chapter VIII of the report on article 7 of the Convention. In
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future, the Conmittee would also like to have a detail ed breakdown of high-Ieve
political posts held by nmen and women.

67. The neaning of the |last sentence of the chapter, which stated that no
political concentration canps existed in the country, was not clear

68. Ms. LIN Shangzhen asked for a precise definition of the fenal e basic
peopl e' s congresses and wondered whether girls were inforned about the
opportunities open to themto participate in political and public life.

69. Ms. BRAVO NUNEZ de RAMSEY wanted to know whether the feral e basic people's
congresses were enpowered to nake decisions for the country as a whole and, if
so, in what areas.

70. Wth respect to point 4 of chapter VIIl, she wanted to know i n what cases
access to certain posts was restricted to wonen.

Article 9

71. Ms. FORDE sought sone clarification about the | egal status of wonen and
children with respect to nationality and wondered whether Libyan wonmen knew what
their rights were in that area

Article 10

72. M. AYKOR wondered why there were differences between the nunber of girls
and boys attendi ng secondary schools, while at the elenentary school |evel there
was near parity. She also wished to know why a greater proportion of girls
dropped out of school after the elenmentary |evel.

73.  Ms. GARCI A- PRI NCE wonder ed about the reasons for the disparity in schoo
att endance between boys and girls fromthe secondary |level onwards. It was
surprising that coeducation did not yet exist in a country which seened to be
maki ng consi derable strides on the path to nodernization and equality.

74. Ms. ABAKA said she, too, was surprised that coeducation did not exist and
asked whether there were programes to help girls who dropped out of school.

She al so wanted to know whet her any provision was nade for instruction on famly
life.

Article 11

75. Ms. SCHOPP- SCHI LLI NG wonder ed what the breakdown of wonen in the different
occupational groups was and whi ch occupati ons were open or closed to wonen.

Mor eover, the inconsistencies in the data relating to the medical profession,

whi ch were soneti mes broken down by gender and sonetines |unped together, should
be corrected.
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76. Ms. OUEDRAOXO depl ored the vagueness of the information provided and asked
for figures on both the participation of wonen in the various occupationa
groups and on fenal e unenpl oynent. Information on whether there were
preferential quotas in the public sector and whether the private sector had a
policy on wonen's enpl oynment woul d al so be wel cone.

77. Ms. ABAKA wondered whet her Libyan | aw was not overly protective of wonen by
excl udi ng them from occupati ons which required hard and dangerous work or were

i nconpatible with wonen's nature and asked what the occupations in question

Wer e.

78. Ms. BRAVO NUNEZ de RAMSEY wanted to know exactly what type of unpaid farm
wor k was considered an activity contributing to the gross national product.

79. The | ast paragraph of chapter XIl stated that enployers with a workforce
whi ch included nore than 50 wor ki ng wonmen were required to provide child-care
services. In view of the small nunber of enterprises of that size in devel oping
countries and of the fact that access to such services nust be very linmited, the
threshol d might be set at 50 workers rather than 50 worki ng wonen, as had been
done in other countries.

Article 12
80. Ms. SCHOPP-SCHILLING noting that there were nore nen than wonen in Libya,

wonder ed what the reasons were for that unusual situation and whether any
neasures had been taken in that regard.

81. M. OUEDRAOXO said that the |arge nunmber of fenale nurses was a reflection
of traditional stereotyping. She was surprised at the lack of information on

t eenage pregnhanci es and deplored the fact that the issue of AIDS had not been
nmentioned at all in the report. She wondered whether there were any statistics
on that subject and whether a policy to conbat that di sease had been

est abl i shed.

82. Ms. MAKINEN wanted to know why wonen coul d not have access to fanmily
pl anni ng services w thout their husband' s approval .

83. M. AYKOR asked whether there were contract marriages in the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya and whether marriages between very close relatives were authorized
If such marriages were authorized, she would appreciate statistics thereon.

84. Ms. FORDE, referring to chapter XVII on the equality between nen and wonen
and the responsibilities of each spouse, wondered how the statistics given in

that chapter were reflected in practice and asked for nore explanations on the
guestion of dowies. She sought nore informati on concerning the sentence which

(Ms. Forde)

stated that "polygany is permitted only within a very limted franework", and
wi shed to know what the attitude of Libyan wonmen was today with regard to

pol ygany.

85. Referring to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, she noted that the
adoption of children was illegal in the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and asked whet her
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there were social reasons for that prohibition and whether further explanations
coul d be provided on that subject.

86. Ms. CARTWRI GHT said that the provisions nmentioned in paragraph 17.1 were at
vari ance with the Convention on the Elimnation of All Forns of Discrimnnation
agai nst Wonen and asked how they coul d be abol i shed.

87. Ms. GARCIA-PRINCE drew attention to a contradiction she had noted in
chapter XVII of the report, which indicated that wonmen had the right to choose
t heir husbands while stating that polygany was pernitted. That contradiction
was surprising in that there could never be equality as |ong as pol ygany
exi st ed.

88. M. LIN Shangzhen said that there seened to be discrimnatory elenents in
sorme of the provisions relating to narriage and to the rights of wonen discussed
in chapter XvVIl of the report. She wondered whether neasures had been taken to
correct that situation, especially with regard to divorce and the custody of
children. Concerning the provision that required the wife to pay conpensation
when she filed for divorce, she asked whether that provision could prevent wives
wi t hout resources fromsuing for divorce. Concerning the custody of children
the fact that custody went to the father while tutel age went to the nother
constituted in itself discrimnation.

89. The CHAI RPERSQN sunming up the Committee's discussion, thanked the Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya for submitting its report on tinme. The Conmittee was mainly
concerned about the question of reservations and w shed to know how t he Libyan
Governnent saw the issue and whether it intended to withdraw its reservations.
There had al so been broad consensus within the Conmittee with respect to the
har dshi ps that Libyan women were suffering as a result of the inplementation of
sanctions against their country. As she had already stated in the Third
Committee, she believed that the sanctions were basically political and had a
negative inpact on the lives of wonen and children. 1In that connection, she
assured the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya of the Cormittee's solidarity.

90. Inits future replies and reports, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya shoul d
provi de nore conprehensive statistics and nore specific informati on on such

i mportant subjects as migration, femal e school enrol nent and the participation
of wonen in political and public life.

The neeting rose at 1.10 p.m




