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The neeting was called to order at 3.15 p.m

CONS| DERATI ON OF REPORTS (agenda item 4) (continued)

1. M. GRISSA announced he intended to take no further part in the
Committee's deliberations because, as an econonist, he had a different
conception of the International Covenant on Econom c, Social and Cultura

Ri ghts. The other nmenbers, of whomthere were many, had their points of view
as jurists, and he, being al one anong them could no | onger put up with the
frustrations arising fromthat isolation.

2. Wth his know edge of Africa, both north and south of the Sahara, and his
long famliarity with Europe and North Anerica, he found it not sinply
difficult but totally unacceptable, as far as economic rights were concerned,
to judge poverty-stricken African countries by the sanme rigid yardstick
applied to highly devel oped countries. To grasp the full extent of the

di sparity, one needed only to consider that, according to the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF), 220 million Africans, or half the population south
of the Sahara, currently lived in absolute poverty and were incapabl e of
satisfying their own nost basic needs; or that, as described in a recent issue
of Le Monde, Quinea - the country on which he was supposed to draft a

concl udi ng observation - was so cruelly lacking in the infrastructure needed
to support its econony and afford normal living conditions that it gave an

i mpressi on of devastation. How could one speak to the Governnents of such
countries about mni mum wages and housing rights? They shoul d be hel ped out

of their absolute poverty, not asked to fulfil requirenments. |If the Comttee
did not take cogni zance of reality, it could not function properly.

3. The Conmittee insisted on applying uniformstandards to all countries.
Yet | aws were not absolute; they were neant to be interpreted by judges who
took mitigating circunstances into consideration. Mreover, it was not that
Governnents were indifferent or unwilling: taking the viewpoint of the
economi sts, wages rose as production rose, not in response to any action by
Governments or trade unions. A situation nmust be understood in terms of what
the avail abl e resources could bear in relation to the demands bei ng nade on
them Speaking fromhis own personal experience as the son of an ordinary nan
with a large famly to support, he had often gone barefoot and hungry, had
been put to work at the age of eight not out of heartlessness but out of
necessity, had never attended regular primary or secondary school and had
acquired his first pair of shoes and his first know edge of the al phabet at
the age of 16 - and that had been the lot of the overwhelming mgjority of

i ndi genous Tuni sians at the tinme. Persons living in such circunstances coul d
not ask for better; they could not expect to get what did not exist. The
guestion was thus not one of will but of absolute neans.

4. He felt that he could no longer be an effective participant in the
Commttee's work. He was on good personal terns with all nmenbers. What he
depl ored was the Conmittee's indiscrimnate approach, and what he was
guestioning was its whol e philosophy. He would vacate his post so that a
repl acement could be el ected.

The neeting was suspended at 3.40 p.m and resuned at 4.35 p. m
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(a) REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTIES I N ACCORDANCE W TH ARTI CLES 16 AND 17
OF THE COVENANT

Concl udi ng observations on Mauritius (E/C 12/ 1994/ WP.5) (conti nued)

5. M. Alvarez Vita took the Chair.

6. M. SI MVA suggested that the contentious paragraph which the Committee
had considered for inclusion in the text of the concl udi ng observati ons on
Mauritius (E/ C 12/1994/Wp.5) should be withdrawn in the interests of
consensus.

7. It was so deci ded.

8. The CHAI RPERSON sai d that the Committee had conpleted its consideration
of the concl udi ng observations on Mauritius (E/ C. 12/1994/ WP.5).

Concl udi ng observations on the Ganbi a (conti nued)

9. The CHAI RPERSON sai d that the Committee had conpleted its consideration
of the concludi ng observations on the Ganbi a.

The neeting rose at 4.40 p. m




