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practices. The reporting State should explain how the 

provisions of section 51 of the 1979 Constitution dealt 

with such practices and provide information on 

recommendations put forward in that regard by the 

National Committee on Sexual Harassment. The 

Committee would also like to know what forms of 

contraception were available in addition to vasectomy 

and what percentage of men made use of them. Were 

men also targeted in family planning programmes? 

9. Since structural adjustment measures often had 

negative effects in the social sector, the reporting State 

should indicate whether there were any programmes to 

mitigate those effects. The Nigerian delegation should 

also indicate whether women could use contraceptives 

freely or whether they required their husbands’ consent 

before recourse to family planning services. 

10. Ms. Guvava said that she shared the concerns 

expressed by previous speakers, particularly with 

regard to the very high maternal mortality rate in 

Nigeria. She enquired whether the Government was 

aware of the magnitude of that problem and whether 

there were programmes to deal with it. With the rate of 

female enrolment in secondary education in Nigeria at 

17 per cent, the Committee would like to know what 

the Government was doing to improve the situation of 

girls who could not receive a secondary education and 

whether any special measures were being taken in that 

regard in compliance with article 4 of the Convention. 

11. Ms. Bustelo said that the situation of women in 

Nigeria was of special importance for the Committee 

because of its size, its large population and its 

geographic location. The Committee would have 

appreciated more information on the de facto situation 

of women in Nigeria and new legislation enacted 

during the period under review on which to base its 

assessment of how the Convention was being 

implemented. In view of its considerable economic 

resources, it was difficult to understand how a lack of 

resources had prevented Nigeria from complying more 

effectively with its obligations. It was hoped that, with 

the establishment of democracy, Nigeria would become 

a leader in the region in promoting equal opportunities 

for men and women and protecting the rights of 

women. 

12. In its next report, the reporting State should 

provide more information on the contents and 

application of laws penalizing traffic in women and 

exploitation of prostitution of women, as required 

under article 6 of the Convention. Further information 

was needed on legislation protecting women affected 

by those crimes, on the access of prostitutes to medical 

services and on enforcement of laws on rape when the 

victims were prostitutes, as well as sociological data on 

women who practised prostitution. The reporting State 

should also indicate how it protected women who 

emigrated to other countries, particularly young 

women, from becoming the victims of criminal 

networks engaged in traffic in women and the 

exploitation of prostitutes. 

13. Ms. Yung-Chung Kim commended the 

Government of Nigeria on the steps it had taken to 

involve more women in political and public life at the 

decision-making level. However, lobbying through 

non-governmental organizations was probably not 

sufficient. She urged the Government to implement 

systematic programmes to increase women’s 

participation in the transition to democracy, 

particularly at the local level, but also in the executive 

and legislative branches of Government and in trade 

unions. The female literacy rate of 39.5 per cent was 

still quite low in comparison to that of men. She 

wondered whether the Government’s national 

education policy included measures to revise the 

content of textbooks and curricula. She noted that, 

despite the overall increase in female school 

enrolment, women accounted for only 27 per cent of 

university students and were limited to traditionally 

female areas of study, which meant that they lagged 

behind in science and technology. She hoped that the 

next periodic report would reflect a more positive 

situation. 

14. Ms. Gonzalez said that the fusion of civil, 

ordinary and religious law automatically implied 

certain violations of women’s rights. For example, the 

practice of female genital mutilation was a continuing 

impediment to the prevention and cure of sexually 

transmitted diseases (CEDAW/C/NGA/2-3, paras. 55.6 

and 55.7) and should be prohibited. Similarly, inhuman 

traditional practices with regard to widows should be 

eliminated. In that connection, legislative reform 

designed to ensure that such practices were applied 

equally to men and women was unacceptable. 

15. Ms. Ferrer said that the Committee lacked 

sufficient statistics, particularly in relation to articles 

11 and 14 of the Convention, to evaluate the situation 

of women in Nigeria. In that connection, she wished to 

know the main legislative reforms proposed by the 
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