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The meeting was called to order at 10.05 a.m. 

CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS SUBMITTED BY STATES PARTIES UNDER 
ARTICLE 19 OF THE CONVENTION (continued) 

 Fourth periodic report of Poland (CAT/C/67/Add.5; CAT/C/POL/Q/4/Rev.1 and Add.1) 

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the members of the delegation of Poland took places 
at the Committee table. 

2. Mr. DUDA (Poland) said that his country had been undergoing intensive social and legal 
changes, caused mainly by its adjustment to the requirements of European Union (EU) 
membership and the consequent reforms. His Government had considered the Committeeôs 
recommendations, concluding observations and guidelines as the starting point for the 
preparation of the present periodic report. The major NGOs had enriched the content through 
their contributions.  

3. The Government was committed to current efforts, based on international law, aimed 
at the complete incorporation of international human rights standards into domestic law, and 
was pleased to have ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture on 
14 September 2005. As one of the first States to ratify the Protocol, Poland had demonstrated the 
importance it attached to strengthening the protection of persons deprived of liberty against 
torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. In addition, Poland had for 
a number of years made regular contributions to the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims 
of Torture. In order to meet its obligations under article 18 of the Optional Protocol, the 
Government had established the office of Ombudsman, to act as an independent authority in the 
implementation of national prevention mechanisms. 

4. He described the major reforms undertaken in an effort to guarantee persons under Polish 
jurisdiction respect for their rights and freedoms, including a constitutional amendment on the 
prohibition of extradition when it would entail infringement of freedoms or rights or when the 
person concerned might be at risk of torture or abuse in the country of destination. Poland had 
also adopted the practice of ñtolerated stayò to protect aliens from expulsion. 

5. The police had introduced innovative solutions consisting of the establishment of a 
network of ñplenipotentiary commandersò for the protection of human rights, to function as 
contact points in the coordination of all human rights issues. The full observance of human rights 
by law enforcement officials was dependent on a proper emphasis on training and education. For 
that reason, professional ethics and human rights had been included in the curricula at each level 
of training, with special emphasis on the prohibition of torture and inhuman or degrading 
treatment. 

6. The prison service operated places of temporary detention under the principle of openness, 
with visits by judges, representatives of the Ombudsman and other institutions and organizations, 
mechanisms for the filing of complaints - without restrictions, and extensive monitoring and 
audit. Since 1998, over 20,000 prison service staff had received training in human rights 
standards. Overcrowding of correctional facilities and detention centres was nevertheless a 




