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The neeting was called to order at 3.10 p. m

CONS| DERATI ON OF REPORTS (agenda item 5) (continued)

(a) REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES | N ACCORDANCE W TH ARTI CLES 16 AND 17
OF THE COVENANT (conti nued)

ltaly (E/ 1990/ 6/ Add. 2) (continued)

1. At the invitation of the Chairman, the Italian del egation resuned pl aces
at the Conmittee table.

2. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO congratul ated the Italian del egation on its
replies and asked whether it could conmunicate themto her in witing since
Italy was facing problens very sinmlar to those confronting her own country.

3. That said, she asked why the age of retirement had been raised to 67 in
Italy, and inquired whether Italians were obliged to retire or whether they
coul d continue working after 67 years of age. She also asked whether retired
persons were entitled to engage in gainful enploynent and whether any use was
made of their experience either on a voluntary or a remunerated basis.

4. Wth regard to the right to health, she asked whether the economc crisis
and budget cutbacks were having any inpact on preventive nedi cine, whether the
elderly had to pay their own nedical expenses and, if so, whether any account
was taken of their inconme. She also wished to know whether any facilities had
been provided to cope with the ageing of the popul ati on and whet her any steps
had been taken to hel p those of the elderly who required continuous care or
those with a terminal illness.

5. Lastly, she wished to know whet her the elderly had access to education
and what part they played in the cultural life of the country.

6. M. FOFANA asked for information on social security coverage in genera
and with respect to the different social groups, and the manner in which it
was funded. Wth regard to article 10 of the Covenant, he asked what the
nmarri age and divorce rates were in Italy, and what provision was made for

or phans, abandoned children and children with physical or nental disabilities.
He al so wi shed to know what the conparative status was of children born in and
out of wedlock. Wth regard to article 11 of the Covenant, he asked for
information on the jurisprudence governing eviction notices served by owners
who wi shed to reclaimtheir property for their own use.

7. M. NENEMAN said that according to the report (para. 242), once pupils
in the upper secondary school system had chosen a particular track, their
educational course was virtually sealed. In other words, a pupil attending

a vocational training establishment could not go to university. He asked

whet her any nmeasures were planned to give nore flexibility to the system

Wth regard to tel evision progranmes, he noted from paragraph 359 of the
report that 40 per cent of transmission time was reserved for Italian filns or
films from Common Market countries and wondered what kind of programes were
shown in the remaining 60 per cent. As for public housing, he understood that
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the supply was quite inadequate to neet the demand and asked whether there
were any plans to increase it. He pointed out that three million famlies in
Italy were living below the poverty line and had a right to such housi ng.

8. Ms. PINET (Wrld Health Organization) asked how the programe worked for
provi ding skilled help at home to persons who were H V positive or suffering
fromAIDS. She believed that the regions were responsi ble for inplenenting
the programme, but the regions were not all at the sanme |evel of devel opnent
and could not call on the sane resources. She therefore asked how the
programme was coordi nated, what link there was with the hospital staff
responsi ble for the decision to send a person hone, and how patients coul d
recei ve appropriate care in regions in which the programme was not yet in

oper ati on.

9. M. KONATE asked what was nmeant in paragraph 47 by the "right of nminors
to socialization".

10. Wth regard to imm gration, he noted that although Italy was a country of
em gration, the authorities applied somewhat restrictive laws to foreigners,
particularly in the case of mgrant workers, who were obliged on leaving Italy
to ask for an exit visa to enable themto return. He wondered whether that
was not a discrimnatory nmeasure contrary to the International Covenant on
Cvil and Political Rights, to which Italy was a party. He also asked for
informati on on equal access to work and equal treatnment for nmigrant workers.

11. M. MEZZALANA (Italy), replying first to the question on the possible
negative inpact of the abolition of wage indexing on earnings, said that

t he system had been abolished following tripartite negotiation between the
Governnent, the enployers and the unions. He observed that the unions

woul d not have approved the decision had it been detrinental to workers.
Furthernore, the agreenent reached at the outcome of the negotiations provided
not only for abolition of wage indexing but also for a whol e range of neasures
intended to redress the econony, protect enploynent and guarantee workers
social protection by, for exanple, introducing a system of conpensation that
woul d all ow a worker to be suspended tenporarily while still being paid. The
intention had therefore been to renmpobve the automatic aspect of the wage

i ndexi ng system and provide sone flexibility in order to safeguard

wage- earners' interests.

12. Wth regard to the right of the police and the arnmed forces to join trade
uni ons, the police had forned their own union, which represented themin talks
with the Government on econonic and social matters. The arned forces had an
organi zation simlar to a union which defended their interests in talks with
the Mnistry of Defence. |In addition, the police and the armed forces were
entitled to lay matters before an administrative tribunal should direct
negotiations with their enpl oyers break down.

13. He wi shed to stress that migrant workers were not discrim nated agai nst
in any way. However, a distinction had to be nade between the m grant worker
in possession of a work permt, who was in a lawful situation, and the

cl andestine worker. In the first case, the migrant worker received the sane
treatnent as an Italian worker with regard to wages, social security, paid
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| eave and nedical care. A worker who had come to Italy as a tourist and whose
situation was irregular could obviously not expect the sane treatnment as a

nm grant wor ker whose situation was in order. In any event, under a very
liberal law, all mgrant workers fromcountries outside the European Comunity
(Community workers enjoyed a special reginme) who were in an irregul ar
situation had been given an opportunity to regularize their position. As a
result of the |law, several thousand cl andestine nmigrant workers had done so.

14. On the subject of privatization, he recalled that Italy was the western
mar ket - econony country with the | argest nunmber of State-owned enterprises

G ven the conpetition fromother European firnms, the State had had to spend
enornmous sunms of noney to keep those enterprises in business. It had finally
deci ded to make a sel ection, keep those considered as strategic such as the
supernarkets, which in the event of an increase in inflation, could help to
stabilize prices through nmarket forces, and privatize the rest. The procedure
was thus one intended to revitalize the econony. The State did not privatize
enterprises without prior negotiation with the trade unions and arrangenents
for the transfer of workers whose enterprises had been privatized. Because of
t hat approach, there had been few cl ashes between uni ons and enpl oyers and

i nstead a system of collective bargaining had devel oped to safeguard the
interests of workers and enployers in both the public and private sectors.

15. As to the "fair rent" system he recalled that the system had been

i ntroduced just after the Second Wrld War to prevent the housing shortage
giving rise to speculation. The housing that had been destroyed during the
war had gradually been rebuilt, but the fair rent system had been retained.
However, the tinme had come when the private sector had stopped investing in
construction since lowrents no |onger nade it profitable. Building had
consequent |y sl owed considerably, resulting in a shortage of avail abl e housing

on the market. |In addition, nany apartnents renai ned enpty because their
owners did not wish to |l et accommopdation at low rates to persons whomit would
be difficult to get rid of later. |In the circunstances, the authorities had

decided to relax the lawrelating to fair rents by, for exanple, allow ng
owners and tenants to reach mutual agreement on a higher rent.

16. As for eviction, he reported that a committee in each province, under

t he chai rmanship of the senior administrative official (prefetto) of the

provi nce, was responsible for scrutinizing all eviction cases, the soci al
situation of the persons concerned being one of the factors taken into
consideration. However, it nust be adnmitted that the State was not buil ding
enough | ow cost housing, mainly because of regionalization, which had

mul tiplied adm nistrative procedures and increased the bureaucratic machi nery
i nvol ved.

17. Wth regard to bioethics Italy had at present no |legislation on the
subject. There was, however, a National Bioethics Conmittee, conprising the
M nister of Social Affairs and emi nent specialists and physicians, which acted
in an advisory capacity to the Presidency of the Council

18. The purpose of the Schengen agreenents was to pronote the free novenent
of persons, but care had to be taken to prevent the entry of those posing a
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threat to public order. The question was thus not one of restricting rights,
nerely of regul ating them

19. As for the penalties to which drug users were liable, the 1975 Act

had been particularly stringent and penalties had regularly been applied
under it. However, the 1990 Act had made a new departure by introducing
various adm nistrative procedures before the application of penalties, in
order to try to "reforni' drug abusers. The process was designed to del ay
recourse to penalties as long as possible to allow drug abusers to foll ow
detoxification treatnments. The decrininalization of drug use was the subject
of lively public debate in Italy at present, as in other European countries.

20. Italy had three major groupings of |abour unions, Socialist, Christian
and secul ar, operating at national level. Until a few years previously, the
three unions had been bitter enem es, but were at present conbined in a single
trade union confederation. There were also many craft unions, which sonetines
had a very negative inpact, particularly in the public sector, and regularly
opposed the major unions. Trade union nenbership was very high in Italy; at

| east 80 per cent of the working popul ati on bel onged to a union, although that
figure was currently declining, particularly in the public sector. There were
no regul ati ons governing | ock-outs, although they sonetines took place.
However, a worker who suffered injury or loss as a result of a | ock-out could
bring a case against his enployer for danages. It should be noted that due
notice had to be given before a strike was called in an essential sector of

t he econony.

21. Under the law, migrant workers were treated no differently fromltalian
workers. However, in actual practice a vicious circle was in operation.

Il egal workers from outsi de the European Conmunity took enpl oyment under

any conditions and obviously had no incentive to report an enployer taking
advantage of that situation, since they would be sent hone if they were

di scovered. The problemwas thus to fight abuses that the victinms thensel ves
were unwilling to report. The difficulty had been partially resolved by the
1990 Act, which had allowed illegal immgrants who had entered the country
before that date to regul arize their situation. However, the practice had
clearly been taken up again with the arrival of nmore illegal imrgrants.

22. Italy was at present well provided with child day-care centres since the
birth rate was very low and the centres had been set up at a period when it
had been very high. Consequently, there was no shortage of places at present.

23. Wth regard to fam |y planning, abortion was |egal during the first
three nonths of pregnancy. Abortions could be carried out in public

hospital s, which had special abortion clinics. |t should be noted, however,
that conscientious objection to the practice on the part of sonme nedical staff
of public hospitals was respected. 1In addition, the public health services

ran responsi bl e parenthood centres, staffed by social workers, physicians and
psychol ogi sts. Each town also had a fanmily planning centre, again staffed by
physi ci ans, social workers and psychol ogists, which offered free contraceptive
services, including advice on fam |y planning.
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24. He realized that European unification mght have a harnful effect

on working and living conditions in a nunber of sectors currently in
difficulties. However, that process was irreversible and, instead of trying
to halt it, efforts should be made to overcone the problens involved. Italy,
whi ch had al ways endorsed the need for a social welfare dinension in the

Eur opean Community, was persuaded that in the long run European unification
could not but pronote the realization of social rights. It was al so
noteworthy that Italy extended protection to unskilled workers under the

Eur opean Community's Social Charter.

25. Up to four or five years previously, the teaching of religion had been
conpul sory in schools. Since Italy was a secular republic, the authorities
had deci ded that precedence could no | onger be given to one denomni nation over
anot her and had thus decided to nake religious instruction optional. By that
deci sion, children 16 years of age and above coul d t hensel ves choose whet her
they wished to receive religious instruction; for children under 16 years of
age the decision lay with the parents. Furthernore, the authorities had

provi ded that children who did not wish to receive religious instruction
shoul d be obliged to follow a course in another subject, civics. However, the
Constitutional Court had ruled that no alternative course mght be provided.
Consequently, children who did not receive religious instruction had nore free
time, which obviously did not encourage themto choose such instruction

26. He drew attention to the fact that censorship did not exist in Italy.

27. Wth regard to paragraph 6 of the list of issues to be taken up

(E/C 12/ WH 1992/ CRP. 3/ Rev. 1), the rights recognized in the Covenant were
applied throughout the territory of Italy and were guaranteed for everyone
within that territory.

28. As for maternity rights, although it was true that fenmal e hone workers
enjoyed fewer benefits than female factory workers and had nore difficulty in
findi ng work subsequently, there were plans for reformof the |egislation
currently in force on the matter in order to elimnate any discrimnation

29. Wth regard to issue No. 31, all children, apart fromthe small nunber of
street children, enjoyed the sane degree of protection.

30. The decision to raise the statutory age for retirement to 67 had been
made for social and economic reasons. On the one hand, the increase in life
expectancy nmeant that nmany persons were still in full possession of their
nental and physical faculties at 65 and thus wi shed to continue working; on
the other, the paynent of lunp suns and retirenent pensions to all those
reaching the age of 65 years in 1992 woul d have placed an enornous financi al
burden on the country, in the nmiddle of an economic crisis. The authorities
hoped that an inprovenent in the econom c situation would subsequently all ow
themto neet those financial obligations. The law did not permt pensioners
to receive retirement benefit and at the same tine engage in gainfu

enpl oyment .

31. The el derly had the same access to the public health services as everyone
el se, whether enployed, retired or unenpl oyed. They could be given nursing
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care at honme followi ng an accident or in the event of illness, even if

chronic, and hospitals had special wards for patients suffering a term na
illness. Sonme religious institutions also took care of old people. The

el derly, neverthel ess, posed a considerable problem for many of them could no
| onger function independently and had only linmted financial resources. To
cope with the situation, nore residential honmes were needed, but that would
require a very large injection of capital. A recent lawrelating to voluntary
services had hel ped to regul ate and support the increasing nunber of private
initiatives to assist the underprivileged and of the elderly sick, handi capped
or destitute. There were universities for the elderly in the major cities,
such as Rome, Mlan or Turin, which were being attended by increasing nunbers
of the elderly. Social security was financed by the State for public sector
workers and by the National Social Welfare Institute, an independently
adm ni stered public institution operating on contributions fromwage-earners
in the private sector.

32. In Italy, as el sewhere, cohabitation out of wedl ock was beconi ng

i ncreasi ngly cormon. Legi sl ative nmeasures had been taken to protect
common-law fam lies and children born out of wedl ock, who were nowadays
treated no differently fromlegitimte children

33. As for orphans, there had been a vigorous demand for adoption for

many years. The forner |aw on the subject had stipulated that the age of

t he adoptive parents had to exceed that of the adoptee by 40 years. That
over-stringent provision had | ed many couples to seek children for adoption
abroad, but the authorities had subsequently found that the relevant rul es had
not al ways been observed and had in certain cases had to renove children from
their adoptive parents and send them back to their countries of origin. There
was al so fostering, which involved placing a minor wthout a suitable hone
tenmporarily with another famly, with or without a child, or with a single
person, or even in a famly-like comunity, to house, feed, educate and bring
up the child. That process did not generally lead to adoption, but it was not
excl uded.

34. Wth regard to the drop-out rate in universities, the fact that

only 30 per cent of enrolled students finished their studies and received a
degree was partially because there was no limtation on the nunber of students
entering university, except in the case of sone very technical courses. Many
young people entered university in order to gain exenption frommnmlitary
service, which applied up to the age of 27.

35. The shares of the public and private sectors in television broadcasting
inltaly was 40 per cent and 60 per cent respectively.

36. The re-entry visa required for nationals of countries outside the

Eur opean Conmmunity, who wi shed to | eave the country for a short period, was
desi gned to ensure that persons working in Italy were in order with the
authorities and to ascertain the nunbers of foreign workers.

37. In reply to the question fromthe representative of WHO on hone care for
Al DS patients, Act No. 135 of 5 June 1990 had introduced a progranme intended
to guarantee such persons appropriate skilled care when the acute phase of the
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di sease had subsided and their treatment no longer called for hospitalization
The Act provided that their treatnment could be continued at home with the help
of the nursing staff of the hospital that had di scharged them in consultation
with the hospital nmedical staff and the fam |y doctor. Treatnent mght al so
be provided by communities, who could call on the services of social security
nursing staff, which would follow the instructions of the hospital

authorities. A sumof 20 billion lira had been spent on the programe

in 1990, an outlay which could rise to 60 billion from1991. It was
neverthel ess true that the regional authorities, who were primarily
responsi ble for inplenmenting the programe, were not always able to use the
funds al |l ocated; some adjustnent of the mechani sm m ght thus be necessary.

38. The CHAI RMAN asked Conmmittee nmenbers if they had any comments or w shed
any further information on the points covered by the representative of Italy.

39. M. SIMVA returning to the housing question, said that the
representative of Italy had given a very clear and convi nci ng expl anation for
t he changes made by the Italian authorities to the rent system He feared,
however, that in view of the average househol d i ncome, an entire sector of the
popul ati on woul d be unable to pay the new rents, which would probably be very
hi gh. Should the State not be paying a housing allowance to those in need?

In many European countries, the market for rented acconmodati on was stil

very much in favour of property owners, and the State had to intervene.
Furthernore, it had been said that the owner of a rented property could not
evict a tenant in order to occupy the property hinself, if he had another
residence. Wuld that proviso apply if it was the owner's wife, for exanple,
who owned the second residence? According to the new rent system the owner
of rented accommopdati on waived his right to termnate a | ease for an

initial period of four years, followed by a further period of two years.
Consequently, at the end of that six-year period, he could term nate the | ease
nerely because the given period had expired. Wuld it not be better to
reconcile the interests of tenants and owners by establishing, as in other
countries in Europe, a systemby which a | ease could be renewed indefinitely
in exchange for a periodic increase in rent, to be fixed according to various
indices and criteria?

40. Ms. BONOAN DANDAN said that the representative of Italy had nerely

nenti oned that nore houses would have to be built if everyone were to enjoy
sui tabl e accommpdati on. She woul d appreciate nore detailed information on the
actual neasures the Governnent had taken in the interimto help the thousands
of honel ess persons in the country, in particular foreign nationals and street
chi | dren.

41. M. TEXIER said that |ike the previous two speakers he would return to

t he question of housing. He understood that the new law on fair rents was
intended to give inpetus to the building industry and to redress the unfair
situation in which persons with a high inconme paid a |ow rent under the terns
of the former legislation. However, that did not solve the problens facing

t he | east advantaged groups anong the popul ation. Since the Covenant

recogni zed the right to housing, a State party was obliged to protect it; even
t hough it adopted privatization and decentralization neasures, it should
neverthel ess retain a major share of responsibility in sonme sectors, such as
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| ow-cost housing, or at |east provide subsidies to facilitate access to
housi ng by di sadvant aged groups.

42. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO sai d that although she recogni zed that the system
establ i shed by the new |l egislation relating to fair rents had the merit of
freeing rents that were too | ow and encouragi ng housi ng construction, she
wondered if there were other parallel measures to provide housing assistance
to counterbal ance the harnful effect that the new | egislation would

undoubt edl y have in sone areas.

43. She noted further that the representative of Italy had not replied to her
guestion on the decision to raise the statutory retirenment age to 67, nanely
whet her the neasure applied to all workers whether they were engaged in
demandi ng physical | abour or exercised intellectual pursuits. Furthernore,
she had read with concern in the press that the Italian authorities had

deci ded to freeze retirenent pensions and asked whether that was a genera
neasure or one that applied only in the case of |arge pensions. Lastly, she
asked whether Italy had any political parties or associations for the

elderly - for exanple bringing together former civil servants or nenbers of
the professions - and if so how powerful they were.

44, M. RATTRAY, noting that the Italian Governnment had consi derably reduced
its budget allocations to the health sector and had adopted a new policy ained
at privatizing health services and ceasing to reinburse the full cost of
nmedi ci nes, asked whether that would not [imt access by vul nerabl e and
margi nal i zed groups to health services that had fornmerly been available to
all. Howdid the Italian Governnent reconcile such retrograde steps with the
obligation incunbent on it under article 2 of the Covenant to achieve
progressively the full realization of the rights recognized in the Covenant by
all appropriate nmeans?

45, M. MEZZALAMA (Italy) said that the condition governing the |egal
eviction of a tenant by the owner of rented accomopdati on applied whi chever
nmenber of the owner's famly held the title to the accomopdati on in which he
was living. As for the solution M. Simm suggested, a | ease renewabl e
indefinitely in conjunction with periodic increases in rent, he feared that
such a system woul d paral yse the housing narket. The system governing public
housi ng had not been swept away by the new legislation relating to fair rents.
A nunber of neasures also existed to facilitate access to ownership of
property. Low interest |oans were nmade for the purchase of a first hone and
wage-earners could ask for early paynment of a retirenment lunp sumto buy an
apartnent or a house. A neasure of tax relief for the purchase of a first
home was at present under consideration by the authorities. Such facilities
natural ly assumed possession of some financial resources at the outset, but

t hey neverthel ess hel ped to reduce sone housi ng probl ens.

46. The reform of the national health service aimed at reducing the inroads
it made on the national budget woul d not affect the nost vul nerable sectors of
t he popul ation, who would remain fully covered. Only those with relatively

hi gh i ncomes woul d be subject to certain restrictions and face increased

char ges.
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47. Wth regard to enjoynent of the right to housing, there should be no
confusi on between the honel ess and those who, not having the neans to pay a
high rent, were often housed in unsatisfactory conditions (in workers' hostels
for exanple). The real honeless - for whom honel essness was sonetinmes a
chosen lifestyle, as in the case of tranps and gypsies - formed a very snall
proportion of the population. Their situation undoubtedly posed problens, for
example, in relation to the education of children, but they were not of the
sanme di mension as those facing persons with real housing difficulties, which
arose when the rents asked on the housing market were out of proportion to

i ncomes. That was where State action was needed to provide persons on a | ow
income with | owcost housing. Nationals of countries not belonging to the

Eur opean Conmunity, on applying to the relevant authorities for enpl oynent
could at the sane tinme ask themto find them suitable housing. The sane
services would ook into the possibilities of both enpl oyment and
accommodati on. There were associations for the elderly and even a political
party for retired persons, which had sent deputies to the Italian Parlianent.

48. M. SIMVA agreed that a system where | eases were of indeterninate |length
would ultimately paralyse the market. |t woul d seem however, that a system
that offered | eases of indeterminate |ength coupled with the opportunity for
the owner to increase rent fromtime to time, within certain limts to be set
by the law, would be preferable to a systemin which, at the end of a | ease,
an owner could throw the tenant out or triple the rent. He had not had in

m nd subsidies aimed at facilitating hone ownership. In his view, there would
al ways be a proportion of the population that would never be in a position to
buy a honme. If rents went up, and were to go up still further in the wake of

the new | egislation, there would perhaps be a need for the Italian State to
subsi di ze housing for the nost vul nerabl e or di sadvantaged groups.

49, M. MEZZALANA (Italy) said he did not think that any rent subsidies
existed as yet in Italy, but it was a useful idea he would pass on to his
Governnent. It was his understanding that the new systemincluded corrective
neasures of some sort. New problens called for new sol utions.

50. The CHAI RMAN t hanked the Italian delegation for the information they had
given the Conmm ttee.

51. M. MEZZALAMA (Italy) expressed his appreciation of the very fruitful
di al ogue he had had with the nenbers of the Committee. The Conmittee's
questions woul d be useful pointers in the preparation of Italy's next report.

52. The Italian del egati on wi t hdr ew

53. M. Alston took the Chair.

Concl udi ng observations on the report subnitted by Poland (E/ C 12/1992/ Wp. 1)

54. The CHAIRMAN invited M. Rattray to submit the draft concl uding
observations he had prepared on the report subnitted by Pol and.

55. M. RATTRAY said that the docunment endeavoured to incorporate the
comrents nade by Conmittee nenbers and to reflect the general feeling of the
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Conmm ttee. He suggested three changes: 1in the English text only, to replace
the word "initial" in the second sentence of the first paragraph by "witten";

to correct a typing error in the English text only by renoving the words "and
the" at the end of the second line in the second paragraph; and to replace the
words "supplenmentary information" in the second sentence of paragraph 4 by
“the third periodic report to be submtted by 30 June 1994".

56. The CHAI RMAN suggested that the Conmittee shoul d consider the draft
concl udi ng observations paragraph by paragraph

Par agraphs 1 and 2

57. M. SIMVA said that in the English text only the words "the Committee"
shoul d be inserted at the start of the penultimate |ine of paragraph 1

58. M. WMER ZAMBRANO said that in the second Iine of paragraph 2 in the
Spani sh text, the adjective inpresionantes appearing before datos appeared to
hi m exaggerated and i nappropriate and shoul d be replaced by the words

nuy precisos, nmuy exactos or nuy conpletos. |In the same way, he did not think
the words refrescante franqueza ("refreshing frankness" in English) in the

| ast sentence of that paragraph were appropriate in concludi ng observati ons.
He stressed the need to use sinilar |anguage and style in the concl udi ng
observations on reports fromdifferent countries.

59. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO sai d she shared the view expressed by
M. Wner Zanbrano.

60. The CHAI RMAN suggested that the second sentence of paragraph 2 should be
del eted and the word "frankness" inserted in the first sentence. Wth that
amendnent paragraph 2 would read: "The Conmittee wi shes to express its
appreciation for the conprehensive nature and frankness of the ora
presentation and the inpressive supporting data which was provided"

61. It was so deci ded.

Par agraph 3

62. No conment.

Par agraph 4

63. M. WMER ZAMBRANO said that in the second sentence of paragraph 4 in
t he Spanish text, the verb pediréa should be in the indicative and not the
condi ti onal nood and the wording sonewhat sinplified.

64. The CHAI RVMAN said he did not consider the conditional justified in the
English text either. The word "woul d" should thus be deleted. The second
sentence woul d therefore begin: "The Committee requests ..."

65. Ms. BONOAN DANDAN recal l ed that the Chairman's note on the concl uding
observations had envi saged the observations beginning with a statenent of the
facts foll owed by any coments, requests, and so forth, which the Conmittee
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wi shed to nake to the Government of the country whose report was under
consideration. |In that case, paragraph 4 should be placed at the end of the
concl udi ng observati ons.

66. The CHAI RVMAN said he shared Ms. Bonoan-Dandan's view. However, since
par agraphs 3 and 4 made up a whole, both of them should be noved. He
suggested that the Comrittee should continue to consider the various

par agraphs of the draft concludi ng observations, |eaving the matter of the
order of those paragraphs until later.

67. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO sai d that the wording of paragraph 4 was not very
clear, at least in the Spanish text.

68. The CHAI RMAN suggested that the first sentence of the paragraph should be
amended to read: "It remrmined uncl ear which economic, social and cultura
rights could be directly enforceabl e".

Par agraph 5

69. M. SIMVA said that any suggestion of conditionality ought to be renoved
fromthe | ast sentence. He therefore proposed that the word "shoul d* be
replaced by "do".

Par agraph 6

70. M. WMER ZAMBRANO said he did not believe the Polish del egati on was
entitled to reassure the Conmittee.

71. The CHAI RMAN suggested that the words "The Committee was reassured by"
shoul d be replaced by "The Conmittee was infornmed by".

Par agraph 7

72. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO consi dered that, in the Spanish text, the tenses
of the verbs in the first sentence were not correct. She would prefer to

repl ace se habia abolido by se haya abolido and se habia introducido by

se haya introducido.

73. M. TEXI ER considered that the word On at the beginning of the second
sentence in the French text was too vague. It was not clear whether the
Commttee or only sonme of its nmenbers was intended

74. The CHAI RVMAN said he did not consider that On shoul d be replaced by

Le Conité or Certain nmenbres du Conité in the French text. The wording of the
English text, "Concern was expressed", was deliberately unspecified. He would
endeavour to resolve the problem which affected the French text only, wth
M. Texier after the neeting.

75. If there was no objection, he would take it that the Committee adopted
its concluding observations on the report subnmitted by Poland. |If
M's. Bonoan-Dandan and M. Rattray could agree on a different ordering of the
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par agraphs, the present order would be changed. OQherwise it would renmain as
at present.

76. It was so deci ded.

The neeting rose at 6.05 p. m




