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The neeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m

ORGANI ZATI ON OF WORK

1. The CHAI RPERSON said that she had received a letter fromthe Permanent

M ssion of Argentina to the United Nations requesting that the presentation of
Argentina's second periodic report, scheduled for 30 January 1995, be postponed
to the followi ng session. |f she heard no objections, she would take it that
the Committee agreed to that request.

2. It was so deci ded.

3. Ms. SINEG ORG S recalled that at a previous neeting, the Chairperson had
read out a letter fromthe Spani sh Governnment inviting the Conmittee to hold a
special session in Madrid in April 1995. As required, the Conmittee had
consulted the Secretary-CGeneral regarding that invitation, and had been pronised
areply fromthe Secretariat. She wished to know whether that reply had been
received; if not, perhaps the Chairperson could request the Secretariat to
transmt its reply as soon as possible, preferably at the next neeting.

4, The CHAI RPERSON said that no reply had as yet been received. She would
convey the previous speaker's request to the Assistant Director of the Division
for the Advancenent of Wonen.

5. Following a report by Ms. Abaka on the work of the Subconm ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, the CHAl RPERSON sai d
that the work of that Subcommi ssion was rel evant to CEDAW

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPCRTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 18 OF THE
CONVENTI ON (conti nued)

Conmbi ned initial and second periodic reports of Tunisia(continued)
( CEDAW C/ TUN 1- 2)

6. At the invitation of the Chairperson, M. Mzhoud (Tunisia) took a place at
the Conmittee table.

7. Ms. MEZHOUD (Tunisia), replying to questions raised during the debate, said
that while political life in her country, as in every other part of the world,
was still doninated by nen, wonen's participation in public affairs was now a
reality, albeit alimted one. Even the rise of extrem st novenents, with their
demands for wonen to withdraw from public activity, had not brought to a halt
the policy of wonen's emanci pation. That policy stemmed froma belief in human
bei ngs as the agent and object of political action. Because of that belief, her
country had been able to pursue its goal of balanced and harnoni ous devel opnent,
whi | e avoi di ng the upheaval s which had acconpanied the transition to denocracy
nearly everywhere el se.
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8. While full participation by wonen remai ned a distant goal, the steps taken

by the President of the Republic in 1992 had given a positive inpetus to the
novenent to integrate wormen into all spheres of public Iife. The fact that
worren had turned out to vote in nmassive nunbers in the nost recent |egislative
and presidential elections pointed to their increased awareness of the

i mportance of taking part in decision-nmaking at all levels. The sane trend had
been evident in the significant growh in the nunber of wonen candi dates and
of ficeholders. |If such gains were to be mmintained and i ncreased, wonen

t hensel ves nust display political will and renain nobilized.

9. One difficult issue with which her country was grappling was whet her those
who opposed wonen's rights and human rights should be allowed to nmake use of
denocratic institutions to further their aims. Her Governnent's response to
that question was that there could be no half nmeasures where human rights were
concerned and that human rights nust include wonen's rights. The terrorists who
deni ed wonen's rights and freedom of conscience and called for physica

reprisal s against their opponents were the sworn enenies of human freedons.

Rat her than defending them a denocratic society nust defend itself against

t hem

10. While wonmen's rights could not be addressed only in the context of the

fam ly, those rights could not be exercised fully if wonmen were bound by | aws
which relegated themto an inferior status and kept themin a state of conplete
dependency. Tunisia's success in emancipating wormen was due in part to the
adoption of the Personal Status Code which had laid the groundwork for a new
fam |y structure based on | egal equality.

11. Concerning the reservations which her country had nade to the Convention
it should be noted that Tunisia had nade no reservations to the many ot her
conventions on the status of wonmen which it had ratified. The Convention had
been ratified in 1985 in a sociopolitical context marked by the rise of
fundanentalism The reservations, especially the general declaration on
article 15, in no way di m ni shed her Governnent's conmitnent to the Conventi on,
they nerely reflected the desire of Tunisian legislators to participate in the
international |egal order by acceding to the Convention and, at the same tineg,
not to overlook the specific features of donestic |aw

12. It should also be borne in mnd that the anendnents introduced by the
President of the Republic to certain articles of the Personal Status Code, the
Labour Code, the Crininal Code and the Code of Nationality dealt with matters
whi ch had been the subject of reservations. Those refornms had substantially
enhanced the status of wonmen within the famly by abolishing the statutory
obligation of obedience, granting newrights to mothers in respect of custody of
their children, and enabling Tunisian wormen narried to aliens to transmt their
nationality to their children born outside the country. They were a good

i ndi cation that Tunisia was progressing, slowy but surely, towards equality
bet ween nmen and wonen and that its reservations would be lifted in the near
future.

13. Turning to article 5 and the question of violence agai nst wonen, she said
that the issue had only recently cone to the fore, since traditionally it had
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been | ooked upon as being of no great inportance, including by the victins

t hensel ves, and had rarely, if ever, been reported to the authorities.

Neverthel ess, in 1991 the Islanic Union of Tunisian Wiren (UNFT) had carried out
a study of the main causes of donmestic violence, showing that it was linked to
sex-rol e stereotypes such as those enbodied in article 23 of the Personal Status
Code. That article had since been anended and now provi ded for mutual respect
bet ween husband and wife.

14. The Tuni sian Wnen's Associ ation for Denmocracy (ATFD) had organi zed a
Maghreb seninar on viol ence agai nst wonen in April 1994 and had set up a unit to
provi de support to battered wonen. The results of its work would be covered in
t he next report.

15. The statistics available on rape and sexual harassnment were unreliable
because, as a rule, victinms did not conplain to the authorities. In general
vi ol ence agai nst wonen outside the hone was rare.

16. The legislature had taken steps to conbat viol ence agai nst wonen t hrough
reforms of the Crininal Code, sonme of which were described in the report. Oher
neasures had been adopted at the institutional level, such as the creation of
the post of family judge, the establishrment of defence and social integration
centres and the setting up of focal points wthin governmental departnents.

17. In terns of raising public awareness of the problem a new television
channel had been established which presented programes targeted to young peopl e
aged 8 to 18. The Centre for Research, Docunentation and |Information on Wnen
(CREDI F) had issued an illustrated bookl et explaining the provisions of the
Convention and intended for students at the primary and secondary | evels.

18. Replying to the allegation that wonmen bel ongi ng to fundanentalist groups
had been subjected to violence by the authorities, she said that Tunisia was a
State governed by the rule of law and was firmy commtted to denocracy and
human rights. The activities of fundanentalist groups were illegal because the
| aw governing political parties prohibited the use of religion for political
ends. The State was responsible for ensuring the safety of all citizens; it

al so had an obligation to prevent excesses in |law enforcenent. Al police

of ficers who had been found guilty of irregularities had been puni shed.
Neverthel ess, it should be noted that the allegation in question had been nade
two years previously and that her CGovernnent had already replied to it on
several occasions.

19. Wth regard to article 6 and prostitution, regulated prostitution had not
been banned because it helped to linmit clandestine prostitution. Those who
profited from clandestine prostitution were subject to severe penalties.

Mor eover, regul ated prostitution had decreased significantly as a result of the
i mprovenent in living standards, the gradual eradication of poverty and the
entry of wonen into the | abour nmarket. Currently, only 68 wonen were registered
as "legal prostitutes" in Tunis. The authorities had established conpul sory
nmedi cal check-ups ained at preventing sexually transmtted di seases and acquired
i mmunodefi ci ency syndrone (AIDS). To date, no cases of AIDS had been reported
anong "l egal prostitutes"”.
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20. Child prostitution was strictly prohibited; juvenile judges had
jurisdiction in that area and could place a minor suspected of prostitution in a
rehabilitation centre. The programes at such centres focused on literacy,
general education and vocational training.

21. Wth regard to article 7 and policies to benefit wonen at the regi ona
level, in July 1994 the Mnistry for Wnen and the Fanily, with technica
support fromthe Wrld Bank, had set up a unit to assess the inpact of

devel opnment projects on the status of wonen. During 1995, which had been

decl ared the National Rural Wnen's Year, the Mnistry also intended to draw up
a plan of action to benefit rural wonen.

22. As to whether or not the Governnment's efforts on behalf of wonen had
encount ered resistance fromnmen, while sonme initial resistance was to be
expected, it generally dissipated in the Iight of wonen's denonstrated
conpetence and dedication. In the recent elections to the Central Conmittee of
the majority party, the Rassenbl enent Constitutionnel Dénocratique (RCD), a
woman had won the | argest nunber of votes, which showed that attitudes were
begi nning to change. Mbdreover, in the |atest elections to the grass-roots
structure of RCD, wonmen had nobilized in support of wonen candi dates, of whom
some 66 per cent had been el ected, representing a notable increase.

23. To mmintain those political gains, efforts were under way to pronote
wonen' s organi zati ons, conduct awareness canpai gns and secure greater
participation in the forthcom ng rmunicipal elections. Wile there were stil
large disparities in the political domain, wonmen had strong grass-roots presence
whi ch shoul d make it possible to inprove their access to high-level politica
positions. |In trade unions, wonmen's participation was also largely restricted
to the rank and file, but recent devel opnents suggested that the presence of
wonen i n decision-maki ng woul d i ncrease.

24. Recent legislative changes had nmade it possible for Tunisian wonmen narried
to foreigners and giving birth to children abroad to transnmit their nationality
by nmeans of a sinple declaration by both parents. That |egislative change
shoul d make it possible for Tunisia to withdraw its reservation to article 9.

25. Commenting on article 10, she said that the gap between girls and boys was
dimnishing at all levels of education. For exanple, in primary education the
attendance rate for girls had been 82 per cent in 1993, conpared with

88. 7 per cent for boys, whereas in 1981 it had been 66 per cent for girls
conpared with 84 per cent for boys. Grls had accounted for 47 per cent of
pupils in secondary education in 1992, as conpared with 32 per cent in 1975.

The nunbers of wonmen in tertiary education had al so i ncreased at an average
annual rate of 13 per cent since independence, conpared with 9 per cent for nen.

26. Drop-out rates for girls were dimnishing; in fact, at the prinmary and
secondary levels, drop-out rates were currently lower for girls than for boys.
A nunber of studies had identified socio-econonmic and cultural factors as the
mai n reasons why girls dropped out of school. As a result, a nunber of changes
had been instituted, including compul sory school attendance for all children
from6 to 16 years of age. The need to pronote equality of opportunity between
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boys and girls in both urban and rural areas had becone a guiding principle for
educational planning and the devel opnent of educational infrastructure. |In
particul ar, the conpletion of various rural infrastructure projects, including
the provision of educational facilities, would inprove enrolment rates for girls
in rural areas.

27. Sone academnic areas were nore popul ar than others anong girls. For

i nstance, anong baccal aureate students, girls accounted for 59 per cent of arts
students, as conpared with 43 per cent of mathematics and science students.
Those choices reflected the persistence of gender stereotypes in the |abour
market. During the current academnic year, educational reforns were being

i ntroduced which shoul d encourage girls to nove away fromthe arts at the
baccal aureate | evel, notably by the introduction of an econoni cs and nanagenent
option. Oher neasures to encourage girls to take a greater interest in
scientific and techni cal education included sem nars for policy makers and
school gui dance counsellors, information canpaigns, the training of academnc
gui dance staff, and a pilot project offering girls various incentives to foll ow
techni cal courses

28. Participation by wonen in educational decision-making remained |inited,

al t hough wonen had recently been appointed to several high-level posts. 1In an
effort to conbat stereotypes, school textbooks were being rewitten to elimnate
mat eri al which discrimnated agai nst wonen, and civic education curricula now

i ncl uded education in national and international |aw designed to inculcate the
principle of equality.

29. llliteracy remained a problem for wonen, |argely because, until recently,
school attendance rates for girls had been Iow. As school attendance rates

i mproved, female illiteracy was expected to drop. |In the nmeantine, a nationa
literacy canpai gn was bei ng conducted anbng wonen aged 15 to 29, with the ai m of
reducing the illiteracy rate in that group from19 to 10 per cent by 1996
Attention would primarily focus on di sadvantaged rural areas.

30. Concerning article 11, a nunber of studies had denonstrated the inportance
of the informal sector, and the role played by wonen in it, for the nationa
econony. A fund was to be established to assist small-scale rural enterprises
and a publicity canpaign on the fam |y econony was to be conducted with a view,
inter alia, to nmaking wonen aware of the availability of credit. New
occupational training opportunities would expand the options available to wonen
in non-traditional areas. Rural training centres had been upgraded to provide,
in addition to literacy courses, managenent training for girls to set up their
own businesses. Additional nmeasures woul d be taken once the results of the
April 1994 national census had been anal ysed. She noted that the contention by
fundanentalists that efforts to advance the status of wonen had |ed to increased
nmental heal th probl ens anmong the fenal e popul ati on was pure propaganda and
devoid of any statistical foundation.

31. Wth regard to article 12, abortion had been avail abl e under certain
condi tions since 1965. Access to abortion services was not conditional upon the
number of living children, but was based on medical grounds.
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32. Wth respect to Tunisia's declaration in connection with article 15
regardi ng choi ce of residence and dom cile, under the Constitution, Tunisian
wonen, |ike Tunisian nen, were free to choose their place of residence. Wile
marri ed wonen previously had an obligation of cohabitation, the requirenent of
obedi ence had been repeal ed by neans of an anmendnment to article 23 of the
Personal Status Code, thereby giving wonen the possibility of refusing
cohabitation. A wonan's free choice of residence and domicile mght, however,
be limted by the need to protect the rights of a child of which she had
custody, since the child' s rights were the overriding concern

33. In connection with article 16, she noted that before Tunisia's independence
in 1956, there had been three different |legal systens, applicable to Mislins,
Jews and French nationals respectively. Follow ng i ndependence, a unified
approach had been adopted which nmade no distinction on grounds of religious
belief. The Personal Status Code, which had originally applied only to Misli s,
had been extended to all Tunisians, and religious courts had been abolished. As
aresult, a single Fanmily Code had been in force since 1956. One of its ngjor
provi sions had been the prohibition of polygany, which was subject to crimnal
penalties. Legal procedures had been introduced to fornalize nbnoganous

marri ages and prohibit traditional marriages and free unions, in order to
prevent the latter frombeing used to circunvent the |aw. Legal safeguards had
neverthel ess been established for children born of illegal unions.

34. In keeping with evolving attitudes, Tunisian |aw had gradually cone to
stipulate a m nimum nmarri age age of 17 for wonmen and 20 for nen. The evol ution
of attitudes was also reflected in a noticeable rise in the average age at

marri age, which was currently 25.7 years for wonen. Al though Tunisia had
ratified the International Convention on Consent to Marriage, narriages to

non- Musl i ne were not recogni zed unl ess the non-Mislimconverted to |slam
However, nany such mixed narriages took place follow ng the issuance of a
certificate of conversion by the religious authorities.

35. Wth regard to property acquired by spouses during their marriage, Tunisian
law foll owed classical Islamc law in allow ng each spouse exclusive control

over his or her property and in holding each spouse responsible for his or her
personal debts. Prospective spouses could agree to hold property acquired
during the marriage on a comrunal basis. That option was rarely applied, but
the Mnistry for Wonen and the Fam |y was seeking to publicize it as part of the
canpai gn to informwonmen of their legal rights.

36. Turning to the systemof inheritance, she said that Tunisian |aw drew
directly on the Koranic rule that the nman was entitled to tw ce the woman's
share each tinme they inherited froma relative to whomthey were related to the
same degree. That inequity would eventually be surnounted as society evol ved
and |l egislators availed thensel ves of aspects of Islamic practice that permitted
novenent in that direction. Already, daughters and granddaughters had benefited
froma 1959 | aw which barred paternal uncles and their descendants from

i nheriting through the paternal line.

37. Wth regard to the place of wonen in the famly as wives and nothers, she
said that the recent anendnent to article 23 of the Personal Status Code had
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i ntroduced a new concept of the fam |y, based on nmutual respect, reciprocity and
cooperation. That amendnment naintained the husband's position as head of
household, and with it his duty to support his wife, since wonen were not yet
able to assunme full economic responsibility for thenmsel ves. However, as wonen
continued to nake progress in all areas, they would eventually be able to take
full econonic responsibility for thensel ves and the husband's role as econonic
provider, which legitimzed his position as head of the fam |y, would gradually
di m ni sh.

38. Another recent legislative reformhad granted nothers certain custody
rights in the event of divorce, as well as full custody in cases of neglect,
abuse, absence or incapacity of the father. Such rights had previously been
available to mothers only in cases of death or incapacity of the father

39. In the area of children's rights, Tunisia had ratified the Internationa
Convention on the Rights of the Child with reservations, but was about to adopt
a Children's Code that woul d take account of the recommendati ons of that
Convention and of other international conventions that had a bearing on
chi | dren.

40. Ms. SCHOPP-SCHI LLING said that she was inpressed by the Governnent's
efforts to integrate wonen's issues into the plans of as many ministries as
possible, as well as by the nmeasures taken to inprove education and pursue | ega
reforms. She stressed the inportance of attaining a "critical mass" of wonen in
i mportant posts and urged the Governnent not to stop at a few token
appoi nt ment s.

41. Ms. KHAN expressed appreciation for Tunisia's efforts to deal with the use
of fundanentalismand noted that, although wonen had achi eved very high
positions in her own country, they were generally very limted in their
political and public roles. She asked whether Tunisia had ever considered
bringi ng i ssues of wonen's equality before the Organization of the Islanic
Conference (O C), as that body had al so condemmed fundanmentalism She al so
requested further clarification of the measures taken by Tunisia under article
13 (c) in the context of Islamic inheritance custons, and urged the CGovernment
to establish equal inheritance rights.

42. Ms. MAKI NEN al so expressed appreciation for Tunisia' s conprehensive,
informative replies to nenbers' questions. She hoped that Tunisia would have
withdrawn its reservations to the Convention by the time it subnmitted its next
report to the Conmittee.

43. Ms. Mezhoud (Tunisia) withdrew

Conbi ned initial and second periodic reports of Uganda (conti nued)
(CEDAW ¢/ UGA/ 1-2 and Add. 1)

44, At the invitation of the Chairperson, M. Opoka and Ms. QOguli-Qum (Uganda)
took places at the Conmttee table
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45. M. OPOKA expressed his Governnent's appreciation for the coments nade by
Conmittee menbers on Uganda's initial and second periodic reports. As a
devel opi ng country, Uganda faced a nunber of econonic obstacles to the

i mpl ementation of the Convention. The CGovernnment had been forced to reduce
soci al spending, and that had severely affected vul nerabl e groups, especially
worren. Information on those effects would be included in the Government's next
report.

46. Wth regard to article 2, he said that Uganda's commitnent to the
elimnation of institutionalized discrimnation against wonmen was reflected in
its draft Constitution, which provided that nmen and wonen were equal under the
law in all spheres of political, econonic, social and cultural life. The
Constitution's use of the pronoun "he" to denote both men and wormen was being
addressed in the new draft Constitution, which referred specifically to both nen
and wonen, especially regarding such critical issues as equality before the |aw,
fundanental human rights and other constitutional rights.

47. The Governnent had taken neasures to address the difficulty of prosecuting
rape of fenders. The findings of a study on the problem of non-prosecution,
carried out by the Mnistry of Gender and Conmunity Devel opnent, were being
forwarded to the relevant institutions for action, and the Mnistry was al so
engaged in progranmes to sensitize |aw enforcenent officers to the probl em of
rape. The Law Reform Comi ssion was | ooking into the controversy on a possible
death penalty for rape offenders. Gender-responsive |aw reformwas high on the
agenda of that Conmmi ssion, whose three nmenbers included one wonan.

48. He assured the Committee that individuals and organizations, including
worren' s NGOs, had been involved in the process of drafting a new Constitution
as well as in the anmendenent of legislation. NGO could forward their
recomendations directly to the Law Ref orm Comm ssion, or through the Mnistry
of Gender and Community Devel opnent, for presentation to Parlianent by the

M ni ster.

49. Despite a lack of gender-specific data, the Ofice of the |Inspector-Cenera
of Government on Discrimination agai nst Wwnen had assi sted a nunber of wonen.
The Constituent Assenbly was al so considering the establishnment of an Equa
Qpportunities Conmm ssion, anong ot her constitutional bodies.

50. The absence of a unified systemfor the conpilation of rape statistics nade
it difficult to assess the extent of the problemin Uganda; besides, nany
i ncidents of rape went unreported and were dealt with out of court.

51. Wth regard to articles 3, 4 and 5, he said that |legal aid was provided to
wonen by several agencies, including the Uganda Law Soci ety and the | ega
departnent of the Mnistry of Gender and Conmunity Devel oprent. The CGover nnent
was also in the process of reformng the law on donmestic relations in line with
international and regional instrunents on the status of wonmen, with specific
attention to the issue of donestic violence. The Mnistry was conducting | ega
education and sensitization activities on that problem in conjunction with

| ocal NGCs.
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52. Regarding article 6, amendnents to the Penal Code called for the
prosecution of both parties involved in acts of prostitution. The age I[imt for
statutory rape had been raised from14 to 18 years. Wile prostitution in
Uganda was not highly organized on a conmercial level, trafficking in wonen
remai ned a crime under Ugandan |aw. The Government wel comed the Committee's
recommendati ons for programmes to decrease the extent of prostitution and woul d
provide further information on such initiatives in its next report.

53. Wth regard to article 9, the existing | egal bias against Ugandan woren
married to foreigners transnmitting their citizenship to spouses and children was
bei ng addressed in the draft Constitution, clause 43 (2) (a) of which provided
that every person married to a Ugandan citizen could apply to be registered as a
citizen as a result of a legal and subsisting nmarriage of at |east three years
standing. The draft Constitution further provided that nen and wonen had equa
rights at and during marriage and at its dissolution. It would also address the
probl ens currently experienced by Ugandan married wonen regardi ng passports and
travel docunents. As for discrimnation against girl children born out of

wedl ock, the legal position was that all children born out of wedl ock were
entitled to inherit equally fromtheir parents.

54. Wth regard to article 10, the Government had noted the Committee's concern
that the provision of education by private institutions was open to abuse,

al though there was | egislation governing such institutions. The next report
woul d give further details on that matter, as well as on the steps taken to
address the probl em of househol ds headed by school -age girls. Wth reference to
the high drop-out rate for girls as a result of early pregnancy, famly life
education, including sex education, was being incorporated into the schoo
curriculum Both the Governnent and NGOs ran adult education and functiona
literacy programes which targeted nmen and wonmen who had not had the opportunity
to acquire a formal education. Statistics showed that the majority of those
attendi ng such programes were wonen. Specific statistics would be included in
t he next report.

55. By the year 2003, universal primary education would be conpul sory. The
CGovernnent intended to pursue a policy of gradually transformng the current
education systemso that primary educati on woul d becone governmnent-ai ded and the
costs of university and other forms of tertiary educati on woul d be shared.
Currently, the minimumentry age for primry school was six years.

56. Turning to article 12, it was difficult to obtain statistics on the nunber
of wormen who died as a result of abortions. However, hospital statistics

i ndicated that in 1992, induced abortions had been a factor in one third of

mat ernal deaths. The |legal position on abortion was that two doctors coul d
carry out an abortion if they agreed that it was for the sake of the woman's
heal t h.

57. Whereas it was possible to give statistics on the ratio of nmen to wonen
infected with HV AIDS, it was nore difficult to obtain figures on the nunber of
peopl e dying of AIDS. Updated statistics on the incidence of AIDS in Uganda
were included in the addendumto the report. Governnment programres to comnbat
the spread of AIDS currently covered 90 per cent of the popul ation and targeted
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all nmenbers of society, but changi ng people's sexual behavi our woul d take sone
time. Information was given on the use of condons, but obtaining themwas a
maj or problem The Governnment had not passed | egislation banning pol yganous
marri ages, but the new | aw on donestic relations would address pol ygany in
relation to the spread of AIDS

58. There were several tribes in Uganda and each had di fferent custons on

i ssues affecting wonmen. It was governnent policy to discourage custons which
had a negative inpact on wonen. The draft Constitution prohibited any custom
that was contrary to the fundamental human rights provided for in the
Constitution. That should help to discourage female circuntision. The
Covernnent was carrying out sensitization programes on fermal e circuntision and
other retrogressive custonmary practices.

59. Turning to article 14, the provision of the draft Constitution on equality
of men and wonen at and during marriage and at its dissolution was intended to
address the doubl e standards that existed regarding adultery and divorce. The
M nistry of Gender and Conmunity Devel opnment was carrying out a research project
on wonen and inheritance in order to nmake reconmendati ons for amendi ng existing
laws. Wonen's inheritance rights were currently protected by the Adm nistrator
General's Act, the Succession Act and criminal law. The Government was raising
wonen' s awareness of the existence of those provisions.

60. The CHAI RPERSON sai d she hoped that nore details would be given in Uganda's
next report on the Governnment's policy for inplenmenting the Convention fully.
She was glad to hear that any custom which violated human rights woul d be

prohi bited by the new Constitution. She hoped that all of wonmen's fundanental
human ri ghts woul d be respected.

61. M. AQUIJ said that a revision of the Constitution, such as that currently
bei ng undertaken in Uganda, provided a uni que opportunity which should be seized
by all wonen's nmovenents to ensure that the fundanmental principle of wonen's
equality was enunciated in the new Constitution

62. Ms. SCHOPP-SCHILLI NG said that she woul d appreciate further details on the
projected legal reformto integrate custonary and statutory | aw on donestic
rel ations.

63. M. OUEDRAOGO said that |legal reformwas an inportant first step, but that
its effective application nust be nonitored.

64. Ms. BERNARD wel coned the reformof the Constitution and said that the
question of citizenship was particularly inportant. The political will shown
and the efforts nmade by the Governnent to inprove the position of wonen were
commendabl e.

65. Ms. SATO said she hoped that the Governnment woul d take further neasures to
pronote the equality of wonen

66. The CHAI RPERSON sai d she hoped that the Government would use the Committee
and its recomendations to support its reformof the Constitution.
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67. M. OGULI-OUMO (Uganda), replying to the question on the integration of
customary and statutory |law, said that the existence of three different acts
regulating different forms of narriage created many contradi cti ons and nany
opportunities for breaking the law. The law currently being drafted sought to
codi fy those different acts and to apply the sane standards to all types of
marri age.

The neeting rose at 1.10 p.m




