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I. ARTICLES

• Article 5(e)(iii), CERD

Article 5

In compliance with the fundamental obligations laid down in article 2 of this Convention,
States Parties undertake to prohibit and to eliminate racial discrimination in all its forms and
to guarantee the right of everyone, without distinction as to race, colour, or national or ethnic
origin, to equality before the law, notably in the enjoyment of the following rights:

…
(e)  Economic, social and cultural rights, in particular:

…
(iii)  The right to housing...

• Article 11, ICESCR

Article 11

1.  The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to an adequate
standard of living for himself and his family, including adequate food, clothing and housing,
and to the continuous improvement of living conditions.  The States Parties will take
appropriate steps to ensure the realization of this right, recognizing to this effect the essential
importance of international co-operation based on free consent.

2.  The States Parties to the present Covenant, recognizing the fundamental right of everyone
to be free from hunger, shall take, individually and through international co-operation, the
measures, including specific programmes, which are needed:

(a)  To improve methods of production, conservation and distribution of food
by making full use of technical and scientific knowledge, by disseminating
knowledge of the principles of nutrition and by developing or reforming
agrarian systems in such a way as to achieve the most efficient development
and utilization of natural resources;

(b)  Taking into account the problems of both food-importing and food-
exporting countries, to ensure an equitable distribution of world food
supplies in relation to need.
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• Article 12, CEDAW

Article 12

1.  States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against
women in the field of health care in order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and
women, access to health care services, including those related to family planning.

2.  Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1 of this article, States Parties shall ensure
to women appropriate services in connection with pregnancy, confinement and the post-natal
period, granting free services where necessary, as well as adequate nutrition during
pregnancy and lactation.

• Article 14.2(h), CEDAW

Article 14
...
2.  States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against
women in rural areas in order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women, that they
participate in and benefit from rural development and, in particular, shall ensure to such
women the right:

...
(h)  To enjoy adequate living conditions, particularly in relation to housing,
sanitation, electricity and water supply, transport and communications.

• Article 24.1, 24.2(c) and (e), CRC

Article 24

1.  Every child shall have, without any discrimination as to race, colour, sex, language,
religion, national or social origin, property or birth, the right to such measures of protection
as are required by his status as a minor, on the part of his family, society and the State.

2.  States Parties shall pursue full implementation of this right and, in particular, shall take
appropriate measures:

…
(c)  To combat disease and malnutrition, including within the framework of
primary health care, through, inter alia, the application of readily available
technology and through the provision of adequate nutritious foods and clean
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drinking-water, taking into consideration the dangers and risks of
environmental pollution;
…
(e)  To ensure that all segments of society, in particular parents and children,
are informed, have access to education and are supported in the use of basic
knowledge of child health and nutrition, the advantages of breastfeeding,
hygiene and environmental sanitation and the prevention of accidents...

• Article 27.1-27.3, CRC

Article 27

1.  States Parties recognize the right of every child to a standard of living adequate for the
child's physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development.

2.  The parent(s) or others responsible for the child have the primary responsibility to secure,
within their abilities and financial capacities, the conditions of living necessary for the
child's development.

3.  States Parties, in accordance with national conditions and within their means, shall take
appropriate measures to assist parents and others responsible for the child to implement this
right and shall in case of need provide material assistance and support programmes,
particularly with regard to nutrition, clothing and housing.

• Article 2.2(f) and 2.2(g), CMW

Article 2

For the purposes of the present Convention:
...
2. ...

(f) The term "project-tied worker" refers  to a migrant worker admitted to a State of
employment for a defined period  to work solely on a specific project being carried
out in that State by  his or her employer;

(g) The term "specified-employment worker"  refers to a migrant worker: 

(i) Who has been sent by his or her employer  for a restricted
and defined period of time to a State of employment to
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undertake a specific assignment or duty; or

(ii) Who engages for a restricted and  defined period of time
in work that requires professional, commercial,  technical or
other highly specialized skill; or

(iii) Who, upon the request of his or  her employer in the
State of employment, engages for a restricted and defined
period of time in work whose nature is transitory or brief; and
who is  required to depart from the State of employment
either at the expiration  of his or her authorized period of stay,
or earlier if he or she no longer  undertakes that specific
assignment or duty or engages in that work;

• Article 36, CMW

Article 36

Migrant workers and members of their families  who are documented or in a regular situation
in the State of employment  shall enjoy the rights set forth in the present part of the
Convention [articles 36-56] in addition to those set forth in part III [articles 8-35].

• Article 39, CMW

Article 39

1. Migrant workers and members of their  families shall have the right to liberty of
movement in the territory of  the State of employment and freedom to choose their residence
there.

2. The rights mentioned in paragraph 1  of the present article shall not be subject to any
restrictions except  those that are provided by law, are necessary to protect national security,
public order (ordre public), public health or morals, or the rights and  freedoms of others and
are consistent with the other rights recognized  in the present Convention.

• Article 43.1(d), 43.2 and 43.3, CMW
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Article 43

1. Migrant workers shall enjoy equality of treatment with nationals of the State of
employment in relation to:

...
(d) Access to housing, including social  housing schemes, and protection
against exploitation in respect of rents;
...

2.   States Parties shall promote conditions  to ensure effective equality of treatment to enable
migrant workers to  enjoy the rights mentioned in paragraph 1 of the present article
whenever  the terms of their stay, as authorized by the State of employment, meet  the
appropriate requirements.

3.  States of employment shall not prevent  an employer of migrant workers from
establishing housing or social or cultural  facilities for them. Subject to article 70 of the
present Convention, a  State of employment may make the establishment of such facilities
subject  to the requirements generally applied in that State concerning their installation.

• Article 61.1, CMW

Article 61 

1. Project-tied workers, as defined in article 2, paragraph  2(f) of the present Convention, and
members of their families shall be entitled  to the rights provided for in part IV [articles 36-
56] except the provisions of article  43, paragraphs 1(b) and 1(c), article 43, paragraph 1(d),
as it pertains  to social housing schemes, article 45, paragraph 1(b), and articles 52  to 55.

• Article 62.1, CMW

Article 62

1. Specified-employment workers as defined  in article 2, paragraph 2 (g), of the present
Convention, shall be entitled  to the rights provided for in part IV [articles 36-56], except the
provisions of article  43, paragraphs I (b) and (c), article 43, paragraph I (d), as it pertains
to social housing schemes, article 52, and article 54, paragraph 1 (d).

• Article 70, CMW
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Article 70

States Parties shall take measures not  less favourable than those applied to nationals to
ensure that working  and living conditions of migrant workers and members of their families
in a regular situation are in keeping with the standards of fitness, safety,  health and
principles of human dignity.
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