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II. GENERAL COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
$ ICESCR General Comment 14 (Twenty-second session, 2000): Article 12: The Right to 

the Highest Attainable Standard of Health, E/2001/22 (2000) 128 at para. 10. 
 

... 
10.  Since the adoption in 1966 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the world 
health situation has changed dramatically and the notion of health has undergone 
substantial changes and has also widened in scope.  More determinants of health are 
being taken into consideration, such as resource distribution and gender differences.  A 
wider definition of health also takes into account such socially-related concerns as 
violence and armed conflict. d/  Moreover, formerly unknown diseases, such as human 
immunodeficiency virus  (HIV) and acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) and 
others that have become more widespread, such as cancer, as well as the rapid growth of 
the world population, have created new obstacles for the realization of the right to health 
which need to be taken into account when interpreting article 12. 
__________________________ 
Notes 
... 
d/  Common article 3 of the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 for the protection 
of war victims (1949); article 75, paragraph 2 (a), of Additional Protocol I (1977) to these 
Conventions relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts; and 
article 4 (a) of the Additional Protocol II (1977) relating to the Protection of Victims of 
Non-International Armed Conflicts. 
__________________________ 

 
 
$ CEDAW General Recommendation 24 (Twentieth session, 1999): Article 2: Women and 

Health, A/54/38/Rev.1 part I (1999) 3 at para. 16. 
 

... 
16.  States parties should ensure that adequate protection and health services, including 
trauma treatment and counselling, are provided for women in especially difficult 
circumstances, such as those trapped in situations of armed conflict and women refugees. 

 
 
$ CERD General Recommendation XXVII (Fifty-seventh session, 2000): Discrimination 

Against Roma, A/55/18 (2000) 154 at para. 16.  For text of General Recommendation, 
see EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATION - RACIAL DISCRIMINATION. 
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$ CERD General recommendation XXXI (Sixty-seventh session, 2005): The Prevention of 

Racial Discrimination in the Administration and Functioning of the Criminal Justice 
System,  A/60/18 (2005) 98 at para. 5.  For text of General Recommendation, see 
EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATION - RACIAL DISCRIMINATION. 

 
 
$ ICCPR General Comment 29 (Seventy-second session, 2001): Derogations from 

provisions of the Covenant during a state of emergency, A/56/40 vol. I (2001) 202 at 
paras. 3 and 16. For text of General Comment, see DEROGATIONS. 

 
 
$ ICCPR General Comment 31 (Eightieth Session, 2004): Article 2: The Nature of the 

General Legal Obligation Imposed on States Parties to the Covenant, A/59/40 (2004) 175 
at paras. 10 and 11.  For text of General comment, see EQUALITY AND 
DISCRIMINATION - GENERAL. 

 
 
$ ICESCR General Comment 15 (Twenty-ninth session, 2002): The Right to Water (arts. 

11 and 12 of the Covenant), E/2003/22 (2002) 120  at paras. 20-22.  For text of 
General Comment, see ADEQUATE OR DECENT STANDARD OF LIVING - 
FOOD, CLOTHING, SHELTER. 

 


