CHILDREN’S RIGHTS - ABUSE

II. GENERAL COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

. ICESCR General Comment 5 (Eleventh session, 1994): Persons with Disabilities,
E/1995/22 (1994) 99 at para. 32.

32. Children with disabilities are especially vulnerable to exploitation, abuse and
neglect and are, in accordance with article 10 (3) of the Covenant (reinforced by the
corresponding provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child), entitled to
special protection.

. ICESCR General Comment 7 (Sixteenth session, 1997): The Right to Adequate Housing
(art. 11(1) of the Covenant): Forced Evictions, E/1998/22 (1997) 113 at para. 11.

11. Women, children, youth, older persons, indigenous people, ethnic and other
minorities, and other vulnerable individuals and groups all suffer disproportionately from
the practice of forced eviction. Women in all groups are especially vulnerable given the
extent of statutory and other forms of discrimination which often apply in relation to
property rights (including home ownership) or rights of access to property or
accommodation, and their particular vulnerability to acts of violence and sexual abuse
when they are rendered homeless. The non-discrimination provisions of articles 2.2 and
3 of the Covenant impose an additional obligation upon Governments to ensure that,
where evictions do occur, appropriate measures are taken to ensure that no form of
discrimination is involved.

. CEDAW General Recommendation 19 (Eleventh session, 1992): Violence Against
Women, A/47/38 (1992) 5 at para. 24(r)(v).

24. ... [T]he Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
recommends:
(r) Measures that are necessary to overcome family violence should include:

(v) Support services for families where incest or sexual abuse has occurred...
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CEDAW General Recommendation 24 (Twentieth session, 1999): Article 2: Women and
Health, A/54/38/Rev. 1 part I (1999) 3 at para. 12(b).

12. States parties should report on their understanding of how policies and measures on
health care address the health rights of women from the perspective of women's needs
and interests and how it addresses distinctive features and factors which differ for women
in comparison to men, such as:

(b) Socio-economic factors that vary for women in general and some groups of women in
particular. For example, unequal power relationships between women and men in the
home and workplace may negatively affect women's nutrition and health. They may
also be exposed to different forms of violence which can affect their health. Girl
children and adolescent girls are often vulnerable to sexual abuse by older men and
family members, placing them at risk of physical and psychological harm and unwanted
and early  pregnancy. Some cultural or traditional practices such as female genital
mutilation also carry a high risk of death and disability...

CRC General Comment 2 (Thirty-first session, 2002): The Role of Independent National
Human Rights Institutions in the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of the Child,
A/59/41 (2004) 82 at para. 29.

29. Children’s human rights issues are not constrained by national borders and it has
become increasingly necessary to devise appropriate regional and international responses
to a variety of child rights issues (including, but not limited to, the trafficking of women
and children, child pornography, child soldiers, child labour, child abuse, refugee and
migrant children, etc.). International and regional mechanisms and exchanges are
encouraged, as they provide NHRIs [national human rights institutions] with an
opportunity to learn from each other’s experience, collectively strengthen each other’s
positions and contribute to resolving human rights problems affecting both countries and
regions.

CRC General Comment 3 (Thirty-second session, 2003): HIV/AIDS and the Rights of
the Child, A/59/41 (2004) 89 at paras. 6, 32, 35, 37 and 38. For text of General
Comment, see CHILDREN’S RIGHTS - GENERAL.
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CRC General Comment 4 (Thirty-third session, 2003): Adolescent Health and
Development in the Context of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, A/59/41 (2004)
102 at paras. 6, 12, 16, 22, 23, 34, 36, 37, 39(f) and 39(g). For text of General
Comment, see CHILDREN’S RIGHTS - HEALTH.

CRC General Comment 6 (Thirty-ninth session, 2005): Treatment of Unaccompanied and
Separated Children Outside their Country of Origin, A/61/41 (2005) 15 at paras. 3, 23, 24,
31, 34, 35, 40, 48, 50, 51 and 81. For text of General Comment, sce CHILDREN'S
RIGHTS - GENERAL.



