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I. ARTICLES

• Article 12, CRC

Article 12

1.  States Parties shall assure to the child who is capable of forming his or her own views the
right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the child, the views of the child
being given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child.

2.  For this purpose, the child shall in particular be provided the opportunity to be heard in
any judicial and administrative proceedings affecting the child, either directly, or through
a representative or an appropriate body, in a manner consistent with the procedural rules of
national law.

• Article 13, CRC

Article 13

1.  The child shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom
to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either
orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of the child's
choice.

2.  The exercise of this right may be subject to certain restrictions, but these shall only be
such as are provided by law and are necessary:

(a)  For respect of the rights or reputations of others; or 

(b)  For the protection of national security or of public order (ordre public),
or of public health or morals.

• Article 15, CRC

Article 15

1.  States Parties recognize the rights of the child to freedom of association and to freedom
of peaceful assembly.
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2.  No restrictions may be placed on the exercise of these rights other than those imposed in
conformity with the law and which are necessary in a democratic society in the interests of
national security or public safety, public order (ordre public), the protection of public health
or morals or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others.

• Article 16, CRC

Article 16

1.  No child shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his or her privacy,
family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his or her honour and reputation.

2.  The child has the right to the protection of the law against such interference or attacks.

• Article 30, CRC

Article 30

In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities or persons of indigenous
origin exist, a child belonging to such a minority or who is indigenous shall not be denied
the right, in community with other members of his or her group, to enjoy his or her own
culture, to profess and practise his or her own religion, or to use his or her own language.

• Article 31, CRC

Article 31

1.  States Parties recognize the right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage in play and
recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child and to participate freely in cultural
life and the arts.

2.  States Parties shall respect and promote the right of the child to participate fully in
cultural and artistic life and shall encourage the provision of appropriate and equal
opportunities for cultural, artistic, recreational and leisure activity.



CHILDREN’S RIGHTS - CIVIL RIGHTS

3

• Article 12, CMW

Article 12

1. Migrant workers and members of their  families shall have the right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion.  This right shall include freedom to have or to adopt a religion or
belief  of their choice and freedom either individually or in community with others  and in
public or private to manifest their religion or belief in worship,  observance, practice and
teaching.

2. Migrant workers and members of their  families shall not be subject to coercion that would
impair their freedom  to have or to adopt a religion or belief of their choice.

3. Freedom to manifest one's religion  or belief may be subject only to such limitations as
are prescribed by  law and are necessary to protect public safety, order, health or morals  or
the fundamental rights and freedoms of others.

4. States Parties to the present Convention  undertake to have respect for the liberty of
parents, at least one of whom  is a migrant worker, and, when applicable, legal guardians to
ensure the  religious and moral education of their children in conformity with their  own
convictions.
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