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I. ARTICLES

� Article 12.1 and 12.2(a), ICESCR

Article 12

1.  The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to the
enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health.

2.  The steps to be taken by the States Parties to the present Covenant to achieve the full
realization of this right shall include those necessary for:

(a)  The provision for the reduction of the stillbirth-rate and of infant
mortality and for the healthy development of the child...

� Article 6.2, CRC

Article 6
...
2.  States Parties shall ensure to the maximum extent possible the survival and development
of the child.

� Article 19, CRC

Article 19

1.  States Parties shall take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social and educational
measures to protect the child from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse,
neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, including sexual abuse, while
in the care of parent(s), legal guardian(s) or any other person who has the care of the child.

2.  Such protective measures should, as appropriate, include effective procedures for the
establishment of social programmes to provide necessary support for the child and for those
who have the care of the child, as well as for other forms of prevention and for identification,
reporting, referral, investigation, treatment and follow-up of instances of child maltreatment
described heretofore, and, as appropriate, for judicial involvement.

� Article 23, CRC



CHILDREN�S RIGHTS - HEALTH

2

Article 23

1.  States Parties recognize that a mentally or physically disabled child should enjoy a full
and decent life, in conditions which ensure dignity, promote self-reliance and facilitate the
child's active participation in the community.

2.  States Parties recognize the right of the disabled child to special care and shall encourage
and ensure the extension, subject to available resources, to the eligible child and those
responsible for his or her care, of assistance for which application is made and which is
appropriate to the child's condition and to the circumstances of the parents or others caring
for the child. 

3.  Recognizing the special needs of a disabled child, assistance extended in accordance with
paragraph 2 of the present article shall be provided free of charge, whenever possible, taking
into account the financial resources of the parents or others caring for the child, and shall be
designed to ensure that the disabled child has effective access to and receives education,
training, health care services, rehabilitation services, preparation for employment and
recreation opportunities in a manner conducive to the child's achieving the fullest possible
social integration and individual development, including his or her cultural and spiritual
development.

4.  States Parties shall promote, in the spirit of international cooperation, the exchange of
appropriate information in the field of preventive health care and of medical, psychological
and functional treatment of disabled children, including dissemination of and access to
information concerning methods of rehabilitation, education and vocational services, with
the aim of enabling States Parties to improve their capabilities and skills and to widen their
experience in these areas.  In this regard, particular account shall be taken of the needs of
developing countries.

� Article 24, CRC

Article 24

1.  States Parties recognize the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable
standard of health and to facilities for the treatment of illness and rehabilitation of health.
States Parties shall strive to ensure that no child is deprived of his or her right of access to
such health care services.

2.  States Parties shall pursue full implementation of this right and, in particular, shall take
appropriate measures:
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(a)  To diminish infant and child mortality;

(b)  To ensure the provision of necessary medical assistance and health care
to all children with emphasis on the development of primary health care;

(c)  To combat disease and malnutrition, including within the framework of
primary health care, through, inter alia, the application of readily available
technology and through the provision of adequate nutritious foods and clean
drinking-water, taking into consideration the dangers and risks of
environmental pollution;

(d)  To ensure appropriate pre-natal and post-natal health care for mothers;

(e)  To ensure that all segments of society, in particular parents and children,
are informed, have access to education and are supported in the use of basic
knowledge of child health and nutrition, the advantages of breastfeeding,
hygiene and environmental sanitation and the prevention of accidents;

(f)  To develop preventive health care, guidance for parents and family
planning education and services.

3.  States Parties shall take all effective and appropriate measures with a view to abolishing
traditional practices prejudicial to the health of children.

4.  States Parties undertake to promote and encourage international co-operation with a view
to achieving progressively the full realization of the right recognized in the present article.
In this regard, particular account shall be taken of the needs of developing countries.

� Article 25, CRC

Article 25

States Parties recognize the right of a child who has been placed by the competent authorities
for the purposes of care, protection or treatment of his or her physical or mental health, to
a periodic review of the treatment provided to the child and all other circumstances relevant
to his or her placement.

� Article 33, CRC
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Article 33

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures, including legislative, administrative, social
and educational measures, to protect children from the illicit use of narcotic drugs and
psychotropic substances as defined in the relevant international treaties, and to prevent the
use of children in the illicit production and trafficking of such substances.

� Article 39, CRC 

Article 39

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to promote physical and psychological
recovery and social reintegration of a child victim of: any form of neglect, exploitation, or
abuse; torture or any other form of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; or
armed conflicts.  Such recovery and reintegration shall take place in an environment which
fosters the health, self- respect and dignity of the child.

� Article 3.1(a)(i), 3.2 and 3.5,  CRC OP (SALE, PROSTITUTION, PORNOGRAPHY)

Article 3

1.  Each State Party shall ensure that, as a minimum, the following acts and activities are
fully covered under its criminal or penal law, whether these offences are committed
domestically or transnationally or on an individual or organized basis:

(a)  In the context of sale of children as defined in article 2 (a):

(i)  The offering, delivering, or accepting by whatever means
a child for the purpose of:

Sexual exploitation of the child;
Transfer of organs of the child for profit;
Engagement of the child in forced labour...

...
2.  Subject to the provisions of a State Party�s national law, the same shall apply to an
attempt to commit any of these acts and to complicity or participation in any of these acts.
...
5.  States Parties shall take all appropriate legal and administrative measures to ensure that
all persons involved in the adoption of a child act in conformity with applicable international
legal instruments.
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� Article 4, CRC OP (SALE, PROSTITUTION, PORNOGRAPHY)

Article 4

1.  Each State Party shall take such measures as may be necessary to establish its jurisdiction
over the offences referred to in article 3.1, when the offences are commited in its territory
or on board a ship or aircraft registered in that State.

2.  Each State Party may take such measures as may be necessary to establish its jurisdiction
over the offences referred to in article 3.1 in the following cases:

(a)  When the alleged offender is a national of that State or a person who has
his habitual residence in its territory;

(b)  When the victim is a national of that State.

3.  Each State Party shall also take such measures as may be necessary to establish its
jurisdiction over the above-mentioned offences when the alleged offender is present in its
territory and it does not extradite him to another State Party on the ground that the offence
has been committed by one of its nationals.

4.  This Protocol does not exclude any criminal jurisdiction exercised in accordance with
internal law.

� Article 5, CRC OP (SALE, PROSTITUTION, PORNOGRAPHY)

Article 5

1.  The offences referred to in article 3.1 shall be deemed to be included as extraditable
offences in any extradition treaty existing between States Parties, and shall be included as
extraditable offences in every extradition treaty subsequently concluded between them, in
accordance with the conditions set forth in these treaties.

2.  If a State Party which makes extradition conditional on the existence of a treaty receives
a request for extradition from another State Party with which it has no extradition treaty, it
may consider this Protocol as a legal basis for extradition in respect of such offences.
Extradition shall be subject to the conditions provided by the law of the requested State.

3.  States Parties which do not make extradition conditional on the existence of a treaty shall
recognize such offences as extraditable offences between themselves subject to the
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conditions provided by the law of the requested State.

4.  Such offences shall be treated, for the purpose of extradition between States Parties, as
if they had been committed not only in the place in which they occurred but also in the
territories of the States required to establish their jurisdiction in accordance with article 4.

5.  If an extradition request is made with respect to an offence described in article 3.1 and
if the requested State Party does not or will not extradite, on the basis of the nationality of
the offender, that State shall take suitable measures to submit the case to its competent
authorities for the purpose of prosecution.

� Article 6, CRC OP (SALE, PROSTITUTION, PORNOGRAPHY)

Article 6

1.  States Parties shall afford one another the greatest measure of assistance in connection
with investigations or criminal or extradition proceedings brought in respect of the offences
set forth in article 3.1, including assistance in obtaining evidence at their disposal necessary
for the proceedings.

2.  States Parties shall carry out their obligations under paragraph 1 of the present article in
conformity with any treaties or other arrangements on mutual legal assistance that may exist
between them.  In the absence of such treaties or arrangements, States Parties shall afford
one another assistance in accordance with their domestic law.


