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II. GENERAL COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

• ICCPR General Comment 20 (Forty-fourth session, 1992): Article 7: Replaces General
Comment 7 Concerning Prohibition of Torture and Cruel Treatment or Punishment, A/47/40
(1992) 193 at para. 5.

...
5.  The prohibition in article 7 relates not only to acts that cause physical pain but also to acts
that cause mental suffering to the victim.  In the Committee's view, moreover, the prohibition
must extend to corporal punishment, including excessive chastisement ordered as
punishment for a crime or as an educative or disciplinary measure.  It is appropriate to
emphasize in this regard that article 7 protects, in particular, children, pupils and patients in
teaching and medical institutions.

• CRC General Comment 1 (Twenty-sixth session, 2001): Article 29 (1): The Aims of
Education, CRC/C/103 (2001) 150 at paras. 5 and 8.

...
The functions of article 29 (1)

5.  Article 29 (1) is much more than an inventory or listing of different objectives which
education should seek to achieve.  Within the overall context of the Convention it serves to
highlight, inter alia, the following dimensions.
...
8.  ...Education must also be provided in a way that respects the strict limits on discipline
reflected in article 28 (2) and promotes non-violence in school.  The Committee has
repeatedly made clear in its concluding observations that the use of corporal punishment does
not respect the inherent dignity of the child nor the strict limits on school discipline.
Compliance with the values recognized in article 29 (1) clearly requires that schools be child-
friendly in the fullest sense of the term and that they be consistent in all respects with the
dignity of the child.  The participation of children in school life, the creation of school
communities and student councils, peer education and peer counselling, and the involvement
of children in school disciplinary proceedings should be promoted as part of the process of
learning and experiencing the realization of rights.

• ICCPR General Comment 17 (Thirty-fifth session, 1989): Article 24: Rights of the Child,
A/44/40 (1989) 173 at para. 3.  For text of General Comment, see CHILDREN’S RIGHTS
- GENERAL.


