
CULTURE - CULTURAL PARTICIPATION

1

I. ARTICLES

• Article 5(e)(vi), CERD

Article 5

In compliance with the fundamental obligations laid down in article 2 of this Convention,
States Parties undertake to prohibit and to eliminate racial discrimination in all its forms and
to guarantee the right of everyone, without distinction as to race, colour, or national or ethnic
origin, to equality before the law, notably in the enjoyment of the following rights:

…
(e)  Economic, social and cultural rights, in particular:

…
(vi)  The right to equal participation in cultural activities...

• Article 27, ICCPR

Article 27

In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities exist, persons belonging to
such minorities shall not be denied the right, in community with the other members of their
group, to enjoy their own culture, to profess and practise their own religion, or to use their
own language.

• Article 15, ICESCR

Article 15

1.  The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone:

(a)  To take part in cultural life;

(b)  To enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and its applications;

(c)  To benefit from the protection of the moral and material interests
resulting from any scientific, literary or artistic production of which he is the
author.

2.  The steps to be taken by the States Parties to the present Covenant to achieve the full
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realization of this right shall include those necessary for the conservation, the development
and the diffusion of science and culture.

3.  The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to respect the freedom indispensable
for scientific research and creative activity.

4.  The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the benefits to be derived from the
encouragement and development of international contacts and co-operation in the scientific
and cultural fields.

• Article 13(c), CEDAW

Article 13

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women
in other areas of economic and social life in order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men
and women, the same rights, in particular:

…
(c)  The right to participate in recreational activities, sports and all aspects of
cultural life.

• Article 17, CRC

Article 17

States Parties recognize the important function performed by the mass media and shall
ensure that the child has access to information and material from a diversity of national and
international sources, especially those aimed at the promotion of his or her social, spiritual
and moral well-being and physical and mental health.  To this end, States Parties shall:

(a)  Encourage the mass media to disseminate information and material of
social and cultural benefit to the child and in accordance with the spirit of
article 29;

(b)  Encourage international co-operation in the production, exchange and
dissemination of such information and material from a diversity of cultural,
national and international sources;

(c)  Encourage the production and dissemination of children's books;
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(d)  Encourage the mass media to have particular regard to the linguistic
needs of the child who belongs to a minority group or who is indigenous;

(e)  Encourage the development of appropriate guidelines for the protection
of the child from information and material injurious to his or her well-being,
bearing in mind the provisions of articles 13 and 18.

• Article 23.3, CRC

Article 23

3.  Recognizing the special needs of a disabled child, assistance extended in accordance with
paragraph 2 of the present article shall be provided free of charge, whenever possible, taking
into account the financial resources of the parents or others caring for the child, and shall be
designed to ensure that the disabled child has effective access to and receives education,
training, health care services, rehabilitation services, preparation for employment and
recreation opportunities in a manner conducive to the child's achieving the fullest possible
social integration and individual development, including his or her cultural and spiritual
development.

• Article 29.1(c), CRC

Article 29

1.  States Parties agree that the education of the child shall be directed to:
…
(c)  The development of respect for the child's parents, his or her own
cultural identity, language and values, for the national values of the country
in which the child is living, the country from which he or she may originate,
and for civilizations different from his or her own;

• Article 30, CRC

Article 30

In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities or persons of indigenous
origin exist, a child belonging to such a minority or who is indigenous shall not be denied
the right, in community with other members of his or her group, to enjoy his or her own
culture, to profess and practise his or her own religion, or to use his or her own language.
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• Article 31, CRC

Article 31

1.  States Parties recognize the right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage in play and
recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child and to participate freely in cultural
life and the arts.

2.  States Parties shall respect and promote the right of the child to participate fully in
cultural and artistic life and shall encourage the provision of appropriate and equal
opportunities for cultural, artistic, recreational and leisure activity.

• Article 17.1, CMW

Article 17

1. Migrant workers and members of their  families who are deprived of their liberty shall be
treated with humanity  and with respect for the inherent dignity of the human person and for
their  cultural identity.

• Article 26.1(a) and 26.2, CMW

Article 26

1. States Parties recognize the right of  migrant workers and members of their families:

(a) To take part in meetings and activities  of trade unions and of any other
associations established in accordance with law, with a view to protecting
their economic, social, cultural and other interests, subject only to the rules
of the organization concerned;
...

2. No restrictions may be placed on the  exercise of these rights other than those that are
prescribed by law and  which are necessary in a democratic society in the interests of
national  security, public order (ordre public) or the protection of the rights and  freedoms
of others.

• Article 31, CMW
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Article 31

1. States Parties shall ensure respect  for the cultural identity of migrant workers and
members of their families  and shall not prevent them from maintaining their cultural links
with their  State of origin. 

2. States Parties may take appropriate measures to assist  and encourage efforts in this
respect.

• Article 34, CMW

Article 34

Nothing in the present part of the Convention  shall have the effect of relieving migrant
workers and the members of their  families from either the obligation to comply with the
laws and regulations  of any State of transit and the State of employment or the obligation
to  respect the cultural identity of the inhabitants of such States.

• Article 36, CMW

Article 36

Migrant workers and members of their families  who are documented or in a regular situation
in the State of employment  shall enjoy the rights set forth in the present part of the
Convention [articles 36-56] in addition to those set forth in part III [articles 8-35].

• Article 40, CMW

Article 40

1. Migrant workers and members of their  families shall have the right to form associations
and trade unions in the State of employment for the promotion and protection of their
economic,  social, cultural and other interests.

2. No restrictions may be placed on the  exercise of this right other than those that are
prescribed by law and  are necessary in a democratic society in the interests of national
security,  public order (ordre public) or the protection of the rights and freedoms  of others.
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• Article 43.1(g), 43.2 and 43.3, CMW

Article 43

1. Migrant workers shall enjoy equality  of treatment with nationals of the State of
employment in relation to:

...
(g) Access to and participation in cultural  life.

2. States Parties shall promote conditions  to ensure effective equality of treatment to enable
migrant workers to  enjoy the rights mentioned in paragraph 1 of the present article
whenever  the terms of their stay, as authorized by the State of employment, meet  the
appropriate requirements.

3. States of employment shall not prevent  an employer of migrant workers from establishing
housing or social or cultural  facilities for them. Subject to article 70 of the present
Convention, a  State of employment may make the establishment of such facilities subject
to the requirements generally applied in that State concerning their installation.

• Article 45.1(d) and 45.3, CMW

Article 45

1. Members of the families of migrant workers  shall, in the State of employment, enjoy
equality of treatment with nationals  of that State in relation to:

...
(d) Access to and participation in cultural  life.

...
3. States of employment shall endeavour  to facilitate for the children of migrant workers the
teaching of their  mother tongue and culture and, in this regard, States of origin shall
collaborate  whenever appropriate.

• Article 64, CMW

Article 64



CULTURE - CULTURAL PARTICIPATION

7

1. Without prejudice to article 79 of the  present Convention, the States Parties concerned
shall as appropriate consult  and co-operate with a view to promoting sound, equitable and
humane conditions  in connection with international migration of workers and members of
their  families.

2. In this respect, due regard shall be  paid not only to labour needs and resources, but also
to the social, economic,  cultural and other needs of migrant workers and members of their
families  involved, as well as to the consequences of such migration for the communities
concerned.

• Article 67.2, CMW

Article 67
...
2. Concerning migrant workers and members  of their families in a regular situation, States
Parties concerned shall  co-operate as appropriate, on terms agreed upon by those States,
with a  view to promoting adequate economic conditions for their resettlement and  to
facilitating their durable social and cultural reintegration in the  State of origin.

• Article 70, CMW

Article 70

States Parties shall take measures not  less favourable than those applied to nationals to
ensure that working  and living conditions of migrant workers and members of their families
in a regular situation are in keeping with the standards of fitness, safety,  health and
principles of human dignity.

• Article 79, CMW

Article 79

Nothing in the present Convention shall affect the right of each State Party to establish the
criteria governing admission of migrant workers and members of their families. Concerning
other matters related to their legal situation and treatment as migrant workers and members
of their families, States Parties shall be subject to the limitations set forth in the present
Convention.
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