DEVELOPING COUNTRIES - GENERAL

II. GENERAL COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

ICESCR General Comment 12 (Twentieth session, 1999): Article 11: The Right to
Adequate Food, E/2000/22 (1999) 102 at para. 5.

5. Despite the fact that the international community has frequently reaffirmed the
importance of full respect for the right to adequate food, a disturbing gap still exists
between the standards set in article 11 of the Covenant and the situation prevailing in many
parts of the world. More than 840 million people throughout the world, most of them in
developing countries, are chronically hungry; millions of people are suffering from famine
as the result of natural disasters, the increasing incidence of civil strife and wars in some
regions and the use of food as a political weapon. The Committee observes that while the
problems of hunger and malnutrition are often particularly acute in developing countries,
malnutrition, under-nutrition and other problems which relate to the right to adequate food
and the right to freedom from hunger, also exist in some of the most economically
developed countries. Fundamentally, the roots of the problem of hunger and malnutrition
are not lack of food but lack of access to available food, inter alia because of poverty, by
large segments of the world's population.

CRC General Comment 3 (Thirty-second session, 2003): HIV/AIDS and the Rights of the
Child, A/59/41 (2004) 89 at para. 41.

41. In order to promote international cooperation, the Committee calls upon UNICEF,
World Health Organization, United Nations Population Fund, UNAIDS and other relevant
international bodies, organizations and agencies to contribute systematically, at the
national level, to efforts to ensure the rights of children in the context of HIV/AIDS, and
also to continue to work with the Committee to improve the rights of the child in the
context of HIV/AIDS. Further, the Committee urges States providing development
cooperation to ensure that HIV/AIDS strategies are so designed as to take fully into account
the rights of the child.

CERD General Recommendation XXIX (Sixty-first session, 2002): On Article 1,
Paragraph 1, of the Convention (Descent), A/57/18 (2002) 111 at para. ii. For text of
General Recommendation, sce EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATION - RACIAL
DISCRIMINATION.
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ICESCR General Comment 11 (Twentieth session, 1999): Article 14: Plans of Action for
Primary Education, E/2000/22 (1999) 99 at para. 3. For text of General Comment, see
EDUCATION - RIGHT TO AN EDUCATION.

ICESCR General Comment 13 (Twenty-first session, 1999): Article 13: The Right to
Education, E/2000/22 (1999) 111 at para. 16. For text of General Comment, see
EDUCATION - RIGHT TO AN EDUCATION.

ICESCR General Comment 14 (Twenty-second session, 2000): Article 12: The Right to
the Highest Attainable Standard of Health, E/2001/22 (2000) 128 at paras. 39, 40 and 45.
For text of General Comment, sese HEALTH - GENERAL.

ICESCR General Comment 15 (Twenty-ninth session, 2002): The Right to Water (arts. 11
and 12 of the Covenant), E/2003/22 (2002) 120 at paras. 1, 17, 34, 37, 38, 40, 52, 53 and
60. For text of General Comment, ssc ADEQUATE OR DECENT STANDARD OF
LIVING - FOOD, CLOTHING, SHELTER.

CRC General Comment 5 (Thirty-fourth session, 2003): General Measures of
Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (arts. 4, 42 and 44, para. 6),
A/59/41 (2004) 114 at paras. 61 and 62. For text of General Comment, see CHILDREN’S
RIGHTS - GENERAL.





