EDUCATION - DISSEMINATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS INFORMATION

II. GENERAL COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

° CERD General Recommendation V (Fifteenth session, 1977): On Article 7, A/32/18
(1977) 93 at paras. 1 and 2.

The Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination,

1. Requests every State party which has not already done so to include - in the next
report it will submit in accordance with article 9 of the Convention, or in a special report
before its next periodic report becomes due - adequate information on the measures
which it has adopted and which give effect to the provisions of article 7 of the
Convention;

2. Invites the attention of States parties to the fact that, in accordance with article 7 of
the Convention, the information to which the preceding paragraph refers should include
information on the "immediate and effective measures" which they have adopted, "in the
fields of teaching, education, culture and information", with a view to:

(a) "Combating prejudices which lead to racial discrimination";

(b) "Promoting understanding, tolerance and friendship among nations and racial or
ethnical groups";

(c) "Propagating the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the United Nations Declaration on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination" as well as the International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination.

o ICCPR General Comment 3 (Thirteenth session, 1981): Article 2: Implementation at the
National Level, A/36/40 (1981) 109 at para. 2.

2. In this connection, it is very important that individuals should know what their rights
under the Covenant (and the Optional Protocol, as the case may be) are and also that all
administrative and judicial authorities should be aware of the obligations which the State
party has assumed under the Covenant. To this end, the Covenant should be publicized
in all official languages of the State and steps should be taken to familiarize the
authorities concerned with its contents as part of their training. It is desirable also to
give publicity to the State party's cooperation with the Committee.
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. ICCPR General Comment 20 (Forty-fourth session, 1992): Article 7: Replaces General
Comment 7 Concerning Prohibition of Torture and Cruel Treatment or Punishment,
A/47/40 (1992) 193 at para. 10.

10. The Committee should be informed how States parties disseminate, to the
population at large, relevant information concerning the ban on torture and the treatment
prohibited by article 7. Enforcement personnel, medical personnel, police officers and
any other persons involved in the custody or treatment of any individual subjected to any
form of arrest, detention or imprisonment must receive appropriate instruction and
training. States parties should inform the Committee of the instruction and training
given and the way in which the prohibition of article 7 forms an integral part of the
operational rules and ethical standards to be followed by such persons.

o ICCPR General Comment 31 (Eightieth Session, 2004): Article 2: The Nature of the
General Legal Obligation Imposed on States Parties to the Covenant, A/59/40 (2004) 175
at para. 7.

7. Article 2 requires that States parties adopt legislative, judicial, administrative,
educative and other appropriate measures in order to fulfil their legal obligations. The
Committee believes that it is important to raise levels of awareness about the Covenant
not only among public officials and State agents but also among the population at large.

o ICESCR General Comment 16 (Thirty-fourth session, 2005): Article 3: The Equal Right
of Men and Women to the Enjoyment of all Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,
E/2006/22 (2005) 116 at para. 30.

30. Article 13, paragraph 1, of the Covenant requires States parties to recognize the
right of everyone to education and paragraph 2 (a) stipulates that primary education shall
be compulsory and available free to all. Implementing article 3, in relation to article 13,
requires, inter alia, the adoption of legislation and policies to ensure the same admission
criteria for boys and girls at all levels of education. States parties should ensure, in
particular through information and awareness-raising campaigns, that families desist
from giving preferential treatment to boys when sending their children to school, and that
curricula promote equality and non discrimination...
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. CEDAW General Recommendation 14 (Ninth session, 1990) Female Circumcision,
A/45/38 (1990) 80.

The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women,
Recommends to States parties:

(a) That States parties take appropriate and effective measures with a view to
eradicating the practice of female circumcision. Such measures could include:

(1) The collection and dissemination by universities, medical or nursing associations,
national women's organizations or other bodies of basic data about such traditional
practices;

(1) The support of women's organizations at the national and local levels working for
the elimination of female circumcision and other practices harmful to women;

(ii1) The encouragement of politicians, professionals, religious and community leaders at
all levels including the media and the arts to cooperate in influencing attitudes towards
the eradication of female circumcision;

(iv) The introduction of appropriate educational and training programmes and seminars
based on research findings about the problems arising from female circumcision;

. CEDAW General Recommendation 23 (Sixteenth session, 1997) Women in Public Life,
A/52/38/Rev.1 (1997) 61 at para. 50(c).

50. When reporting under article 8, States parties should:

(c) Describe steps taken to disseminate widely information on the Government's
international commitments affecting women and official documents issued by
multilateral forums, in particular, to both governmental and non-governmental bodies
responsible for the advancement of women...
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CRC General Comment 2 (Thirty-first session, 2002): The Role of Independent National

Human Rights Institutions in the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of the Child,
A/59/41 (2004) 82 at paras. 19(1), 19(m) and 19(0).

19. The following is an indicative, but not exhaustive, list of the types of activities
which NHRIs [national human rights institutions] should carry out in relation to the
implementation of children’s rights in light of the general principles of the Convention.
They should:

(I) Promote public understanding and awareness of the importance of children’s rights
and, for this purpose, work closely with the media and undertake or sponsor research and
educational activities in the field;

(m) In accordance with article 42 of the Convention which obligates State parties to
“make the principles and provisions of the Convention widely known, by appropriate and
active means, to adults and children alike”, sensitize the Government, public agencies and
the general public to the provisions of the Convention and monitor ways in which the
State is meeting its obligations in this regard;

(0) Undertake human rights education which specifically focuses on children (in
addition to promoting general public understanding about the importance of children’s
rights);

CRC General Comment 4 (Thirty-third session, 2003): Adolescent Health and
Development in the Context of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, A/59/41 (2004)
102 at para. 24.

24.  In light of articles 3, 6, 12, 19 and 24 (3) of the Convention, States parties should
take all effective measures to eliminate all acts and activities which threaten the right to
life of adolescents, including honour killings. The Committee strongly urges States
parties to develop and implement awareness-raising campaigns, education programmes
and legislation aimed at changing prevailing attitudes, and address gender roles and
stereotypes that contribute to harmful traditional practices. Further, States parties
should facilitate the establishment of multidisciplinary information and advice centres
regarding the harmful aspects of some traditional practices, including early marriage and
female genital mutilation.
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CERD General Recommendation XXIX (Sixty-first session, 2002): On Article 1,
Paragraph 1, of the Convention (Descent), A/57/18 (2002) 111 at para. uu. For text of
General Recommendation, sece EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATION - RACIAL
DISCRIMINATION.

CERD General recommendation XXXI (Sixty-seventh session, 2005): The Prevention of
Racial Discrimination in the Administration and Functioning of the Criminal Justice
System, A/60/18 (2005) 98 at para. 5. For text of General Recommendation, see
EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATION - RACIAL DISCRIMINATION.

CRC General Comment 1 (Twenty-sixth session, 2001): Article 29 (1): The Aims of
Education, CRC/C/103 (2001) 150 at paras. 5, 11, 15, 16, 19 and 20. For text of
General Comment, see CHILDREN’S RIGHTS - EDUCATION.

CRC General Comment 3 (Thirty-second session, 2003): HIV/AIDS and the Rights of
the Child, A/59/41 (2004) 89 at paras. 12, 16, 17 and 38. For text of General
Comment, see CHILDREN’S RIGHTS - GENERAL.

CRC General Comment 5 (Thirty-fourth session, 2003): General Measures of
Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (arts. 4, 42 and 44, para. 6),
A/59/41 (2004) 114 at paras. 2, 33, 49, 54 and 66-73. For text of General Comment, see
CHILDREN'’S RIGHTS - GENERAL.



