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II. GENERAL COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
$ CERD General Recommendation XIII (Forty-second session, 1993): On the Training of 

Law Enforcement Officials in the Protection of Human Rights, A/48/18 (1993) 113 at 
paras. 1-3. 

 
1.  In accordance with article 2, paragraph 1, of the International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, States parties have undertaken that all 
public authorities and public institutions, national and local, will not engage in any 
practice of racial discrimination; further, States parties have undertaken to guarantee the 
rights listed in article 5 of the Convention to everyone without distinction as to race, 
colour or national or ethnic origin. 

 
2.  The fulfilment of these obligations very much depends upon national law 
enforcement officials who exercise police powers, especially the powers of detention or 
arrest, and upon whether they are properly informed about the obligations their State has 
entered into under the Convention.  Law enforcement officials should receive intensive 
training to ensure that in the performance of their duties they respect as well as protect 
human dignity and maintain and uphold the human rights of all persons without 
distinction as to race, colour or national or ethnic origin. 

 
3.  In the implementation of article 7 of the Convention, the Committee calls upon 
States parties to review and improve the training of law enforcement officials so that the 
standards of the Convention as well as the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement 
Officials (1979) are fully implemented.  They should also include respective 
information thereupon in their periodic reports. 

 
 
$ CERD General Recommendation XXX (Sixty-fifth session, 2004): Discrimination 

Against Non-Citizens, A/59/18 (2004) 93 at paras. 21 and 31. 
 

... 
[The Committee recommends]...that the States parties to the Convention, as appropriate 
to their specific circumstances, adopt the following measures: 
... 
21.  Combat ill-treatment of and discrimination against non-citizens by police and other 
law enforcement agencies and civil servants by strictly applying relevant legislation and 
regulations providing for sanctions and by ensuring that all officials dealing with 
non-citizens receive special training, including training in human rights; 
... 
31.  Avoid segregated schooling and different standards of treatment being applied to 
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non-citizens on grounds of race, colour, descent, and national or ethnic origin in 
elementary and secondary school and with respect to access to higher education; 
... 

 
 
$ ICCPR General Comment 20 (Forty-fourth session, 1992): Article 7: Replaces General 

Comment 7 Concerning Prohibition of Torture and Cruel Treatment or Punishment, 
A/47/40 (1992) 193 at para. 10. 

 
... 
10.  The Committee should be informed how States parties disseminate, to the 
population at large, relevant information concerning the ban on torture and the treatment 
prohibited by article 7.  Enforcement personnel, medical personnel, police officers and 
any other persons involved in the custody or treatment of any individual subjected to any 
form of arrest, detention or imprisonment must receive appropriate instruction and 
training.  States parties should inform the Committee of the instruction and training 
given and the way in which the prohibition of article 7 forms an integral part of the 
operational rules and ethical standards to be followed by such persons. 

 
 
$ ICCPR General Comment 21 (Forty-fourth session, 1992): Article 10: Replaces General 

Comment 9 Concerning Humane Treatment of Persons Deprived of Liberty, A/47/40 
(1992) 195 at para. 7.  
 
... 
7.  ...[T]he Committee recalls that reports should indicate whether the various applicable 
provisions form an integral part of the instruction and training of the personnel who have 
authority over persons deprived of their liberty and whether they are strictly adhered to 
by such personnel in the discharge of their duties.  It would also be appropriate to 
specify whether arrested or detained persons have access to such information and have 
effective legal means enabling them to ensure that those rules are respected, to complain 
if the rules are ignored and to obtain adequate compensation in the event of a violation. 

 
 
$ CEDAW General Recommendation 19 (Eleventh session, 1992): Violence Against 

Women,  A/47/38 (1992) 5 at para. 24(b), (f) and (t)(ii). 
 

... 
24. ... [T]he Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women 
recommends:  
... 
(b)  States parties should ensure that laws against family violence and abuse, rape, 
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sexual assault and other gender-based violence give adequate protection to all women, 
and respect their integrity and dignity.  Appropriate protective and support services 
should be provided for victims.  Gender-sensitive training of judicial and law 
enforcement officers and other public officials is essential for the effective 
implementation of the Convention;  
... 
(f)  Effective measures should be taken to overcome these attitudes and practices.  
States should introduce education and public information programmes to help eliminate 
prejudices which hinder women's equality (recommendation No. 3, 1987);   
... 
(t)  That States parties should take all legal and other measures that are necessary to 
provide effective protection of women against gender-based violence, including, inter 
alia:  
... 
(ii)  Preventive measures, including public information and education programmes to 
change attitudes concerning the roles and status of men and women...  

 
 
$ CEDAW General Recommendation 25 (Thirtieth session, 2004): Article 4, Paragraph 1: 

Temporary Special Measures, A/59/38 part I (2004) 78 at para. 37. 
 

... 
37.  The Committee reiterates its general recommendations 5, 8 and 23, wherein it 
recommended the application of temporary special measures in the fields of education, 
the economy, politics and employment, in the area of women representing their 
Governments at the international level and participating in the work of international 
organizations, and in the area of political and public life. States parties should intensify, 
within their national contexts, such efforts especially with regard to all facets of 
education at all levels as well as all facets and levels of training, employment and 
representation in public and political life. The Committee recalls that in all instances, but 
particularly in the area of health, States parties should carefully distinguish in each field 
between measures of an ongoing and permanent nature and those of a temporary nature. 
... 

 
 
$ CRC General Comment 1 (Twenty-sixth session, 2001): Article 29 (1): The Aims of 

Education, CRC/C/103 (2001) 150 at para. 18. 
 

... 
18.  The effective promotion of article 29 (1) requires the fundamental reworking of 
curricula to include the various aims of education and the systematic revision of 
textbooks and other teaching materials and technologies, as well as school policies.  
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Approaches which do no more than seek to superimpose the aims and values of the 
article on the existing system without encouraging any deeper changes are clearly 
inadequate.  The relevant values cannot be effectively integrated into, and thus be 
rendered consistent with, a broader curriculum unless those who are expected to transmit, 
promote, teach and, as far as possible, exemplify the values have themselves been 
convinced of their importance.  Pre-service and in-service training schemes which 
promote the principles reflected in article 29 (1) are thus essential for teachers, 
educational administrators and others involved in child education.  It is also important 
that the teaching methods used in schools reflect the spirit and educational philosophy of 
the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the aims of education laid down in article 
29 (1). 

 
 
$ CRC General Comment 2 (Thirty-first session, 2002): The Role of Independent National 

Human Rights Institutions in the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of the Child, 
A/59/41 (2004) 82 at para. 19(n). 

 
... 
19.  The following is an indicative, but not exhaustive, list of the types of activities 
which NHRIs [national human rights institutions] should carry out in relation to the 
implementation of children=s rights in light of the general principles of the Convention.  
They should: 
... 
(n)  Assist in the formulation of programmes for the teaching of, research into and 
integration of children=s rights in the curricula of schools and universities and in 
professional circles; 
... 

 
 
$ CERD General Recommendation XXVII (Fifty-seventh session, 2000): Discrimination 

Against Roma, A/55/18 (2000) 154 at paras. 23, 29, 39, 44 and 45.  For text of General 
Recommendation, see EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATION - RACIAL 
DISCRIMINATION. 

 
 
$ CERD General Recommendation XXIX (Sixty-first session, 2002): On Article 1, 

Paragraph 1, of the Convention (Descent), A/57/18 (2002) 111 at paras. y and dd. For 
text of General Recommendation, see EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATION - 
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION. 

 
 
$ CERD General recommendation XXXI (Sixty-seventh session, 2005): The Prevention of 
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Racial Discrimination in the Administration and Functioning of the Criminal Justice 
System,  A/60/18 (2005) 98 at para. 5.  For text of General Recommendation, see 
EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATION - RACIAL DISCRIMINATION. 

 
 
$ ICESCR General Comment 5 (Eleventh session, 1994): Persons with Disabilities, 

E/1995/22 (1994) 99.  For text of General Comment, see DISABILITY.  
 
 
$ ICESCR General Comment 13 (Twenty-first session, 1999): Article 13: The Right to 

Education, E/2000/22 (1999) 111 at paras. 12 and 15-18.  For text of General Comment, 
see EDUCATION - RIGHT TO AN EDUCATION. 

 
 
$ ICESCR General Comment 14 (Twenty-second session, 2000): Article 12: The Right to 

the Highest Attainable Standard of Health, E/2001/22 (2000) 128 at paras. 35-37 and 
44(e).  For text of General Comment, see HEALTH - GENERAL. 

 
 
$ ICESCR General Comment 16 (Thirty-fourth session, 2005): Article 3: The Equal Right 

of Men and Women to the Enjoyment of all Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 
E/2006/22 (2005) 116 at paras. 21 and 23. For text of General Comment, see 
EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATION - GENDER DISCRIMINATION - General. 

 
 
$ CRC General Comment 4 (Thirty-third session, 2003): Adolescent Health and 

Development in the Context of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, A/59/41 (2004) 
102 at paras. 17, 23  and 33.  For text of General Comment, see CHILDREN=S 
RIGHTS - HEALTH. 

 
 
$ CRC General Comment 5 (Thirty-fourth session, 2003): General measures of 

implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (arts. 4, 42 and 44, para. 6), 
A/59/41 (2004) 114 at paras. 1, 53-55 and 69. For text of General Comment, see 
CHILDREN=S RIGHTS - GENERAL. 

 
 
$ CRC General Comment 6 (Thirty-ninth session, 2005): Treatment of Unaccompanied and 

Separated Children Outside their Country of Origin, A/61/41 (2005) 15 at paras. 40-42, 
75 and 95-97.  For text of General Comment, see CHILDREN'S RIGHTS - 
GENERAL. 

 


