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I. GENERAL COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

· CRC General Comment 3 (Thirty-second session, 2003):  HIV/AIDS and the Rights of the 

Child, A/59/41 (2004) 89 at paras. 8 and 9. 

 

... 

8.   Of particular concern is gender-based discrimination combined with taboos or negative 

or judgmental attitudes to sexual activity of girls, often limiting their access to preventive 

measures and other services.  Of concern also is discrimination based on sexual orientation. 

 In the design of HIV/AIDS-related strategies, and in keeping with their obligations under 

the Convention, States parties must give careful consideration to prescribed gender norms 

within their societies with a view to eliminating gender-based discrimination as these 

norms impact on the vulnerability of both girls and boys to HIV/AIDS.  States parties 

should, in particular, recognize that discrimination in the context of HIV/AIDS often 

impacts girls more severely than boys. 

 

9.   All the above-mentioned discriminatory practices are violations of children’s rights 

under the Convention.  Article 2 of the Convention obliges States parties to ensure all the 

rights set forth in the Convention without discrimination of any kind, “irrespective of the 

child’s or his or her parent’s or legal guardian’s race, colour, sex, language, religion, 

political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or 

other status”.  The Committee interprets “other status” under article 2 of the Convention to 

include HIV/AIDS status of the child or his/her parent(s).  Laws, policies, strategies and 

practices should address all forms of discrimination that contribute to increasing the impact 

of the epidemic.  Strategies should also promote education and training programmes 

explicitly designed to change attitudes of discrimination and stigmatization associated with 

HIV/AIDS. 

 

 

· CRC General Comment 4 (Thirty-third session, 2003): Adolescent Health and 

Development in the Context of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, A/59/41 (2004) 

102 at para. 6.  

 

... 

6.   States parties have the obligation to ensure that all human beings below 18 enjoy all the 

rights set forth in the Convention without discrimination (art. 2), including with regard to 

“race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social 

origin, property, disability, birth or other status”.  These grounds also cover adolescents’ 

sexual orientation and health status (including HIV/AIDS and mental health).  Adolescents 

who are subject to discrimination are more vulnerable to abuse, other types of violence and 
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exploitation, and their health and development are put at greater risk.  They are therefore 

entitled to special attention and protection from all segments of society. 

 

 

· ICESCR General Comment 15 (Twenty-ninth session, 2002): The Right to Water (arts. 11 

and 12 of the Covenant), E/2003/22 (2002) 120 at paras. 13-15. For text of General 

Comment, see ADEQUATE OR DECENT STANDARD OF LIVING - FOOD, 

CLOTHING, SHELTER. 

 




